
 

 
Circles of Support and Accountability 

-FACT SHEET- 
 
March 4, 2015 - MCC is grateful that Circles of Support and Accountability (Circles or CoSA) has been in the news 
lately. Increasing the profile of programs that work to improve community safety and reduce harm is helpful in 
fostering enhanced support.  We join with our CoSA partners across Canada who are concerned about the loss of 
funding for many Circles sites, including ours.  
 
Given the recent media attention, we felt it important to clarify a few important facts: 
 

 CoSA is a community-based reintegration program that holds federal inmates with histories of sexual offending 
accountable for the harm they have caused while supporting them through their reintegration back to 
community at the end of their sentences. CoSA works primarily with those who have reached their warrant 
expiry date (WED) and are returning to the community with little or no supervision or support.   
 

 Circles was birthed in Ontario over 20 years ago and is a model that has been proven effective in reducing 
harm and recidivism. Other countries have adopted the model given its proven track record. 
 

 Along with all CoSA sites across the country, we were part of a 5 year national demonstration project funded 
through National Crime Prevention Centre (NCPC), a division of Public Safety Canada and this NCPC project 
ended at the end of September 2014. The fact that the NCPC project ended has resulted in a 30% reduction of 
MCCO’s Circles funding. We have put a great deal of time and energy into exploring other creative and 
complementary sources of funding including social financing, grants, donations, etc. However, sufficient 
alternative ongoing funding has not been secured. Insecure funding results in staff not being able to focus on 
the Circles and community safety work that should be their priority.  
 

 Unless the government makes core funding for CoSA a priority, out of the 18 CoSA sites in Canada, only 3-4 

sites will continue past summer 2015. 

 

 At MCC Ontario, we are unique in that we continue to have a contract with the Correctional Service of Canada 
(CSC) – Chaplaincy Division to provide Circles of Support and Accountability programming across a number of 
regions in Ontario to March 31, 2018. We are grateful for this ongoing contract, yet the CSC resources are not 
sufficient to address the needs of the over 200 men and women that we support in various locations in Ontario.  
 

 While jail is always part of the punishment process for offenders who have committed serious sexual offences, 
it is critical to remember that 95% of offenders, including those with sexual offending histories, return to the 
community at some point. This is why CoSA is important. 

 
MCCO believes that the federal government needs to commit to ongoing core and sustainable funding for CoSA 
programs across Canada. This funding should not come at the cost of other community based programs (e.g. 
Chaplaincy programs or other). It is our desire that the members of the Federal Cabinet and the Minister of Public 
Safety continue to recognize the important role CoSA plays in protecting the public through reduced victimization 
by committing to provide a budget line that will ensure adequate program delivery into the future. 
 
 
For more information about MCC Ontario’s CoSA program, please contact: 
Eileen Henderson, MCC Ontario Restorative Justice Program Coordinator 
eileenhenderson@mcco.ca / 519-745-8458 
 
For media inquiries, please contact: 
Jennifer Vandermolen, MCC Ontario Community Engagement 
jennifervandermolen@mcco.ca / 519-745-8458 
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