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Srey Mich’s Story
Art Srey Mich is 11 and in grade 6 at Angkearhdei 
Primary School. “I live with my mother, my aunt and my 
grandmother,” she says. Her father died ten years ago 
and the family does not have a photograph of him.  

“I have one older brother who is working in Thailand. He 
comes home to visit at Khmer New Year,” she says. 

In Angkearhdei, about 60% of people between 20 and 40 
years old migrate to work in Thailand. The Khmer New 
Year in mid-April is the biggest family holiday of the year. 
Families reunite to eat, play games, talk late into the night 
and visit the wat (monestery temple) and local Brahman 
shrines for New Year ceremonies. 

In an ordinary week “I get up at 5:00 every morning and 
wash my face, then I help to clean the house,” Srey Mich 
says. “I walk to school to eat bor-bor (a savory breakfast 
porridge). I live close by.”

“I like Khmer language class best of all—I like to read 
stories. I would like to be a teacher someday.”  

Srey Mich hopes to go to middle school next year in the 
market town of Prey P’nov, five kilometers away. It’s a 
difficult journey for children to make. At the moment, 
fewer than a third of the group who graduated from 
grade 6 are continuing with grades 7 to 9. Only three 
students from the village attend grades 10-12.

When asked what she enjoys when she’s not in school, 
Srey Mich says, “My grandma has nine cows. I like to 
help with them. I clean them; I’m not afraid of them.”

News
Political unrest following a flawed national election in July 
2013 continues to make families anxious about loved 
ones far away. Lack of income-generating activities, loss 
of farmland and the lure of Thailand’s strong economy 
mean most of Cambodia’s rural working-age population 
migrates. Primary school age children are left behind 
with grandmothers, who often cannot provide the kind 
of support the children need to succeed. Food is usually 
available, but important nutrients are often lacking. 

Update
Global Family funds the children’s breakfast program at 
Angkearhdei, but students and teachers all pitch in to 
prepare and serve the meal. Director Sot Moern says it 
is making a positive impact on the children’s nutrition, 
attendance and ability to focus. With his help, next year 
MCC Cambodia will expand the program to include a 
school in Proom Village, about seven kilometers away. 

A nutritious breakfast each 
morning encourages families 
to send children to school.

Sot Moern, director of 
Angkearhdei Primary School
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