
Emmanuel Moncette, foreground, and other members of a local farmers 
organization work together to plant sweet potatoes in San Yaho, Haiti. MCC 
partner organization Partnership for Local Development works with local 
farmer organizations in new agriculture techniques including establishing 
seed banks.
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“ Christ is the vine 
that sustains the 

faithful supporters 
and servants that 
make this work 
possible.

Growing together in Christ

I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those that abide in 
me and I in them bear much fruit… (John 15:5)

Our theme for the MCC 2015 calendar year is “Growing 
together in Christ”.  The imagery presented in the above 
scripture, of Christ as the vine and his servants as the 
branches, reminds me of our mission at MCC. 

A long-time volunteer recently 
requested permission to have the MCC logo and 
mission statement engraved on their burial plot 
headstone. People are truly connected to and pas-
sionate about our mission. Christ is the vine and as 
we serve human need and work for peace and justice, 
more branches spread out from that vine. In Manitoba 
we are branching out into meeting the needs for safe 
and affordable housing for persons at risk. In Ukraine, 
Syria, Iraq, South Sudan and other countries we are 
providing humanitarian relief and support to some of the millions of des-
perate displaced persons and refugees. In Nepal we continue our long 
term development work even as we respond to the horrific earthquake 
and seek to provide assistance to the thousands of people affected. 

Relief, sustainable development, and peace building…they are the fruits 
of our branches. Christ is the vine that sustains the faithful supporters 
and servants that make this work possible. God bless you and may you 
be encouraged by this report of our work throughout 2014-15. 

Ron Janzen, Executive Director, MCC Manitoba
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“Grow Hope” campaign 
brings the farm to the city 
For years, farmers in Manitoba have been helping end global hunger 
through Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Now, people all over Manitoba have 
a chance to join them through MCC’s new Grow Hope campaign! 

Thanks to a generous Niverville farmer, Manitobans are “becoming 
farmers” by sponsoring an acre on his farm for $300 to cover the inputs 
needed to farm an acre of land. At harvest, he will donate the proceeds. 

Each dollar in MCC’s account in the Foodgrains Bank can be matched by 
the government up to 4:1, meaning every dollar given could turn into as 
much as $5, and each acre can turn into as much as $2500—money that 
will be used to respond to emergencies and empower people who face 
ongoing food insecurity.

Families, friends, churches and schools around Manitoba have already 
signed up for their acres. Join them today!

Become a farmer at 
mccmanitoba.ca/growhope
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Ways  

to help

“ We are there, 
and we are 

responding.

– Bruce Guenther, 
Director of 
Disaster 
Response

Manitobans quick to respond
Emergency relief doubled in 2014
 MCC found itself in an unusual and critical 
situation in 2014, which led to a unique appeal 
in Manitoba.
 The year saw 
MCC responding to 21 
distinct disasters, and 
providing humanitarian 
assistance in places such 
as Iraq and Syria, Gaza, 
Ukraine and South Sudan. 
That meant the distribution 
of emergency resources 
more than doubled from the 
previous year, leaving MCC 
with a critical shortage of 
funds, hygiene kits, and blankets.
 When MCC issued a special appeal, 
Manitobans responded in a big way, with a 
quick influx of material resources and over 
$200,000 in donations in December and 
January to our relief fund, Syria and Iraq 
response, and Ukraine response.

Donate to MCC’s relief work 
mcccanada.ca/relief

1. Donate to MCC’s 
Syria and Iraq 
crisis campaign.

2. Become a 
monthly donor.

3. Sponsor a 
refugee family. 

4. Make a relief or 
hygiene kit.

5. Volunteer at an 
MCC event.

6. Put on a 
fundraiser.

7. Cycle to work.

8. Find ways to 
decrease your 
impact on climate 
change.

Fourteen-year-old Yusuf Yahiat carries a food package distributed by MCC partner 
Zakho Small Villages Project at the Garmawa Camp for displaced people in 
northern Iraq.
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“ All of MCC’s 
partner 

connections 
continue to work 
to assist those 
most affected.

– Joanna Hiebert 
Bergen

Relief supplies in Gaza
Providing emergency food  
and bedding
 When conflict erupted again in Palestine 
and Israel over July and August, 2014, MCC 
was the first non-government organization on 
the ground providing 
emergency relief 
through partner Al Najd 
Development Forum.
 In Gaza, 230 families 
received locally purchased 
food including rice, lentils 
and canned meat; 150 
households received 
mattresses and emergency 
bedding.
 “[Al Najd staff] … work tirelessly to get food 
and supplies out to families who have had their 
homes and livelihoods destroyed,” says Joanna 
Hiebert Bergen, an MCC representative for 
Palestine and Israel.
 After the fighting stopped, MCC extended 
the food distributions to 460 families for eight 
months, and is funding home repairs for 70 
families.

Donate to MCC’s relief work 
mcccanada.ca/relief 

1. Emergency 
food for 248 
families during 
Central American 
drought. 

2. Bedding and 
baby clothes 
for families 
displaced by 
flooding in Nepal.  

3. Emergency food 
for 4,400 people 
in Ethiopia. 

4. Winter supplies 
for displaced 
people in Syria 
and Iraq. 

5. Food vouchers 
for 250 displaced 
Colombian 
families.

6. Shelter and food 
assistance for 
displaced people 
in Ukraine.

7. 9,245 volunteer 
hours at material 
resource centres.

8. 11,416 blankets 
made in 
Manitoba.

9. 859 kilos of soap 
shipped from 
Manitoba.

10. 3,142 hygiene 
kits packed.

Volunteers with Al Najd Development Forum deliver mattresses 
to families who opened their homes to displaced people.
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“ A place to call 
home is the 

beginning of 
recovery for many 
people.

– Ron Janzen, 
Executive Director

Hope starts at home
MCC Manitoba launches 
Neighbours Housing
 Through a new partnership launched in 
2014, MCC Manitoba is looking to address an 
urgent local need.
 In Winnipeg alone, approximately 1,400 
people regularly 
sleep on the 
street or in crisis 
shelters, and 
roughly 28,000 live in 
homes that don’t meet 
basic standards.
 This critical need 
in Manitoba has led 
to a new partnership 
between MCC and Eden Health Care Services, 
who are working together on Neighbours 
Housing to provide vulnerable families and 
individuals in Manitoba the comfort and hope 
that comes from having a place to call home, 
with access to the support they need. 

Learn more about Neighbours Housing
mccmanitoba.ca/housing

1. Contribute to 
MCC’s account 
at Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank.

2. Donate to 
MCC’s health 
or livelihoods 
projects.

3. Make a sewing kit.

4. Become a monthly 
Global Family 
supporter.

5. Become a member 
at Sam’s Place.

6. Support your local 
thrift shop.

7. Shop at Ten 
Thousand Villages.

8. Learn about 
development at 
MCC Matters.
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Safe, high-quality, affordable housing can be a significant challenge for 
newcomers to Canada like Jean-Pierre and Mamie Kabwe and their family.
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“ We decided to 
stop growing 

coca and now 
we’re just working 
with cacao and 
rice.

– Maria Valencia 
Rivas

Alternatives to Coca  
in Colombia
Helping farmers grow legal and 
sustainable crops
 With a lack of opportunity in rural 
Colombia, farmers Maria Valencia Rivas and 
Genaro Jabe Hinestroza supported their family 
by growing coca, which is processed into 
cocaine. But in early 2013 they decided the risk 
of fumigation from government coca elimination 
programs was too high.
 An agricultural program run by the 
Mennonite Brethren Church in Chocó, an 
MCC partner, was 
the opportunity they 
needed.
 The project built 
a rice mill nearby, provided 
farmers with initial seeds 
and committed to buy the 
crop. “That’s the main 
thing for us, having the 
guarantee that we can sell 
it,” says Valencia Rivas.

Learn more about the church’s work helping 
farmers grow new crops
mcccanada.ca/alternativestococa

1. Education 
support for 40 
students with 
disabilities in 
Zambia.

2. Hygiene, nutrition 
and gardening 
training for 1,100 
women in India.

3. Training in rice 
production for 
104 people in 
Cambodia.

4. A Global Family 
education project 
for displaced 
Iraqi students.

5. Connecting 
120 Egyptian 
households to 
clean water.

6. Offering 
scholarships 
to Manitoba 
students.

7. Supporting local 
food at Sam’s 
Place.

8. Assisting Low 
German families 
in Manitoba.

9. Constructing 400 
toilets in Nepal.

10. Wells and pump 
construction in 
Burkina Faso.

As part of the Cacao not Coca project, Colombian farmer 
Maria Valencia Rivas received rice seed and cacao seedlings.
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“ I am thankful 
that the walls 

are starting to 
crumble and in 
many cases fall.

– Vincent 
Solomon

Reconciliation in the spotlight
Churches, schools engage in TRC 
 As the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission events across Canada conclude, 
MCC has had the opportunity to facilitate 
conversations about reconciliation between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians.  
 After speaking at over 40 churches, 
schools and organizations last year, Vincent 
Solomon, MCC Manitoba’s Indigenous 
Neighbours Coordinator, is encouraged.
 “These 
engagements 
have helped 
MCC Manitoba’s 
constituency members to 
experience shifts in their 
understanding of the impact 
of colonial and post-colonial 
policies and practices 
related to Indigenous 
people, and in their 
attitudes and perceptions of 
Indigenous people,” he says.

Learn more about MCC’s peace work
mcccanada.ca/peace

1. Sign up for MCC’s 
Ottawa Office 
blog.

2. Pray for peace in 
Syria and Iraq.

3. Support the 
‘Changing Hearts 
for Peace’ project 
in Nigeria.

4. Share Peace 
Sunday materials 
with your church 
or friends.

5. Advocate for 
peace issues.

6. Host an IVEPer.

7. Shine purple 
lights in 
November.

8. Organize a peace 
walk.
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MCC Manitoba’s Indigenous Neighbours Coordinator Vincent Solomon at one of 
over 40 speaking engagements last year.
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“ Many have come 
back dramatically 

transformed.

– Dave Klassen, 
MCC representative 
in Nigeria

Diffusing violence and 
encouraging connections
Peacebuilding in region of religious 
and ethnic diversity
 When Mugu Zakka Bako arrived at the 
scene of bomb blasts in Jos, Nigeria, in May 
of 2014, he saw more than destruction and 
injured people. He saw Christians and Muslims 
working together, rescuing people from the 
debris and consoling each other.
 Bako, MCC’s peace coordinator in Nigeria, 
says that’s a change from a few years ago 
when reprisal attacks after a bombing meant 
the “whole city would be in flames for days  
or weeks.”
 MCC and 
its partners are 
involved in intensive 
peacebuilding work  
to diffuse violence and 
encourage connections 
between Muslims and 
Christians.
 MCC’s peacebuilding work has been a 
priority in Nigeria since 2001.

Learn more about MCC’s peace projects
mcccanada.ca/peace

1. Supporting 
peacebuilding 
in Mozambique 
where weapons 
are being 
surrendered.

2. Inspiring openness 
to all cultures for 
youth in China.

3. Leading 
discussions in 
Bolivia about 
causes of racism 
and conflict.

4. Empowering 
teachers in Kosovo 
to promote inter-
ethnic dialogue in 
the classroom.

5. Discussing 
alternatives to 
military action with 
Israeli youth.

6. Building bridges 
through IVEP.

7. Hosting peace 
events at Sam’s 
Place.

8. Participating in 
TRC events.

9. “Germinating 
Conversations” 
events.

10. Encouraging 
advocacy among 
supporters.

MCC Nigeria peace coordinator Mugu Zakka Bako speaks 
at an interfaith training event held in Plateau State, Nigeria.
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IVEPers share their gifts, culture
Fildred Mudenda (right), originally from Zambia, with her colleague Dakota 
Nadeau at Pregnancy and Family Support Services in Winnipeg.

It’s hard to say where the biggest impact is from the five young 
adults serving with the International Volunteer Exchange 
Program (IVEP) in Manitoba in 2014-15. For them, it’s a life 
changing experience, but they aren’t the only ones. Five local 
families hosted them during their service, and local organizations 
benefited from their skills, including Winnipeg Harvest, Sam’s 
Place, Family Community Centre, Winkler Bible Camp, and MCC 
Canada.

Host an IVEP participant
mccmanitoba.ca/IVEP

Baker blankets go a long way
A group from Baker Hutterite Colony dropped 110 
handmade blankets to MCC’s Winnipeg office.

In the last year, over 11,400 blankets were 
made in Manitoba for MCC, including 110 
dropped off by a group from Baker Hutterite 
Colony. Last year, MCC distributed blankets 
in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Ethiopia, Haiti, Honduras, North 
Korea, Ukraine, Russia, Serbia, El Salvador, 
Canada, and the United States. 

Make a blanket or kit
mccmanitoba.ca/kits



My dream has 
come true
Chadreque Finiasse works 
with an MCC partner in 
Mozambique.

 When I was a 
child helping my 
father with his goats, 
I used to think about 
working in agriculture.
 I studied 
agriculture, and now 
I work with people 
in villages where 
sand dams have 
been built. I show 
them how to plant 
vegetables and 
save seeds. They 
are so proud when 
they show me their 
harvest.
 I love my job and 
I believe this is what 
God wanted me to do.

Learn more about 
MCC’s work in 
Mozambique in the 
spring 2015 issue of 
A Common Place
acommonplace.
mcccanada.ca

Service workers
1. James & Joan Alty
2. Daniel Bergen & 

Joanna Hiebert 
Bergen

3. Aida Vidal Vega & 
Alden Braul

4. Arthur & Phyllis 
Mann

5. Carolyne & Gordon 
Epp-Fransen

6. Eric & Kathy Fast
7. Fredy & Rowena 

Hiebert
8. James & Jessica 

Frey
9. Lydia & Menno Plett
10. Natasha Woelcke
11. Otto & Lidia Funk
12. Patrick Ovilmar & 

Rachel Dueck
13. Stephanie Pauls

SALTers
1. Alicia Loewen
2. Christopher Klassen
3. Erik Mann
4. Grace MacEwan
5. Jaime Dueck
6. Nichola Hamm

Manitobans 
volunteering 

overseas

Volunteer  
with SALT
Jaime Dueck is serving 
with SALT in Zimbabwe.

Last year I was 
working at Friesens 
in Altona; today I 
woke up in Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe. I came 
with MCC’s SALT 
program. 

I started the day 
with a ‘shower’ from 
a bucket of warm 
water and washing 
my braided hair, and 
worked on projects to 
help teach teenage 
girls business skills. 

I hope my time 
here will have been a 
benefit to some of the 
great people I’ve met, 
and that what I learn 
can be shared back 
home in Canada.

Volunteer with SALT
salt.mcccanada.ca
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Manitoba

Volunteer & Youth 
Engagement 
Coordinator 

Alejandro Strange

International 
Volunteer Exchange 
Program Coordinator

Ionka Hristozova-Dyck

Financial Services 
Assistant

Andrea Lagasse

Program Assistant

Meron Mekonnen 
Geberu

Sam’s Place Manager

Andy Arthur

Sam’s Place Café 
Manager

Rachel Isaak

Migration and 
Resettlement Program 
Coordinator

Arisnel Mesidor

Executive Assistant

Raquel Green

Communications 
and Donor Relations 
Director

Brad Reimer

Material Resource 
Coordinator

Sophia Bezoplenko

Financial Services 
Coordinator

Carlee Friesen

Peace Program 
Coordinator

Steve Plenert

Community 
Engagement and 
Events Coordinator

Christina Van Niekerk

Low German 
Mennonite Services 
Coordinator

Tina Fehr Kehler

Communications 
Associate

David Turner

Indigenous 
Neighbours Program 
Coordinator

Vincent Solomon

Program Director

Deborah Martin-Koop

Associate Director of 
Social Enterpise

Viniece Blain

Warehouse 
Coordinator

Gord Letkeman

Abuse Response and 
Prevention Program 
Coordinator

Virginia Froese



165,285
kits shipped

201,238
cans of meat 

shipped

41,749
quilts 

shipped

1,089
kg of  

bath soap 
shipped

Worldwide What we do
The MCCs in Canada and the U.S. together work 
in three program areas: community development, 
disaster response, and building peace. For the 
year ended March 31, 2015, the total worldwide 
program costs allocated to the MCCs in Canada 
were budgeted to be:

Community development $23,000,000
Disaster response $9,700,000
Building peace $7,300,000
Total $40,000,000

The funds we raise
MCC raises funds across Canada from many 
sources. For the year ended March 31, 2015,  
we budgeted to raise the following amounts:

Cash donations $19,600,000
Donations–material resources $2,000,000
MCC Thrift Shops $9,200,000
Relief sales & events $1,500,000
Grants from gov’t & other $11,100,000
Other $3,900,000
Total $47,200,000

In addition MCC Canada budgeted to use 
reserve funds of $2,200,000 from prior years.

Administration and fundraising
The MCCs in Canada use approximately 20% 
of their total expenses for administration and 
fundraising. We work hard to maintain a balance 
between using our resources responsibly and 
making our programs as effective as possible. 
For the year ended March 31, 2015, the MCCs  
in Canada budgeted to spend the following:

Administration $7,000,000
Fundraising $2,400,000
Total $9,400,000

*Actual results for the year ended March 31, 
2015 will be available after June 30, 2015 at 
mcccanada.ca/annualreport.

*All amounts are expressed in Canadian dollars.



$1.48 million
Designated

$1.72 million
Where needed most

$1.76 million
Canadian Foodgrains Bank$475,772

Sales & grants

$3.76 million
Thrift shops

$536,530
Administration

$395,396
Communication & donor relations

$7.6 million
MCC Canada and international 

programs

$1.4 million
Manitoba programs

2014-15 income for MCC Manitoba

2014-15 expenses for MCC Manitoba

$299,095
Materal aid in kind

$309,852
Events

TOTAL: $10.2 million

TOTAL: $9.99 million

$368,398
Bequests
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National and international support
MCC operates at the provincial, national and international level. 
The numbers above explain MCC Manitoba income and expenses. 
A portion of the funds raised by each provincial office also support 
MCC’s national and international work.



Canada
$9,513,000

331 MCC workers

United States
$4,613,000

192 MCC workers

Latin America  
& the Caribbean

$7,464,000
136 MCC workers

Africa
$14,239,000

129 MCC workers

Multiregion
$9,542,000

Asia
$10,214,000

236 MCC workers

Europe & the
Middle East
$7,065,000

45 MCC workers

60
countries

450
partners

676
projects

Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ

Map represents the full picture of MCCs budgeted program expenses for year ended March 31, 2015 
(expressed in Canadian dollars).
Note: worker statistics are as of January, 2015.

Manitoba
MCC Manitoba staff: 21
Thrift shops: $3.77 million / 1,850 volunteers
Material resource centres: 6,688 kits / 9,245 volunteer hours
Relief sales: $140,379
Fundraisers: $134,485



What is Mennonite Central Committee?
MCC is a charitable organization that partners with churches 
and community organizations worldwide to walk with people 
who are disadvantaged.

MCC supports activities that provide emergency assistance, 
reduce poverty and promote healthy communities, 
sustainable living and alternatives to violence.

It is a global ministry of Anabaptist churches in Canada and 
the U.S. which includes Mennonite and Brethren in Christ. 
MCC envisions communities in harmony with God, one 
another and creation.

Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ

mccmanitoba.ca
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg MB R3T 5K9
204.261.6381 or toll-free 1.888.622.6337

Yusuf Al Attar, 12, stands 
inside his family’s rabbit 
and pigeon enclosure next 
to their home in Gaza. 
The family participated 
in a rabbit-raising project 
with MCC partner Al Najd 
Developmental Forum.


