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“ I give you a new 
commandment, 

that you love one 
another. …By this 
everyone will know 
that you are my 
disciples, if you 
have loved one for 
another.
John 13:34a, 35

Cover: Kids playing with a parachute at the 10th anniversary of Appleby Kids Club in August 2014 
(MCC Photo/Kendra Plett).

50 plus years of Faith in Action
In 1964 MCC Saskatchewan was created in Saskatoon 
to meet physical and spiritual needs. Fifty years later, in 
2014, we celebrated our history with a different public 
event each month. We remembered staff and volunteers 
who made blankets and kits, prayed for God’s work 
through MCC, and donated to local and international 
work. We gave thanks for our ability to participate with 
God’s work in the world.

On February 5, 2015 we were honoured 
to receive the Saskatchewan Council for 
International Cooperation (SCIC) Global Citizen 
Award for 50 Years of Faith in Action. We were 
privileged to accept this honour on behalf of all the 
people whose vision and energy has shaped MCC 
Saskatchewan into what we are today.

On a recent visit to Ukraine, I met internally displaced 
people seeking safety after fleeing the conflict along 
the Eastern border of the country. While meeting the 
leaders of the Zaporizhzhya Baptist Union Church, our largest partner 
in Ukraine, I was asked to take home a request to pray for peace. MCC 
supports aid centres throughout the city of Zaporizhzhya. These sources 
of food, housing assistance and psychosocial care are made possible by 
the generous donations of our supporters.    

Boris Letkemann, a proud Mennonite living in Ukraine, reflected with me 
on MCC’s feeding programs that kept people alive during the difficult 
years following WWI. Grateful for MCC’s long history of engagement in 
Ukraine, Boris asked for MCC to continue supporting his people in the 
difficulties they are facing today.

Thank you for your ongoing support of God’s work through MCC 
Saskatchewan.

Claire Ewert Fisher, Executive Director, MCC Saskatchewan
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“ God has really 
been working 

with me and 
moulding me 
through this whole 
experience!

From the Prairies to a farm in South Africa 

SALTers at Zulu Cultural Village near Pietermaritzburg, South Africa (left to right: Lydia 
Hogewoning, Rebecca Davies, Nikki Hamm)

Rebecca Davies was both excited and overwhelmed when preparing to 
leave for South Africa to be part of MCC’s SALT program in the summer 
of 2014. She had accepted a position as assistant to a kindergarten 
teacher in Eston, South Africa. Eston is a small farming community about 
30 minutes outside of Durban. The school, Hope Valley Farm School, has 
about 100 students from kindergarten to grade 12.  It is a private Christian 
school that was started by a local farmer. 

Rebecca’s role was to teach the children in her 
class how to speak and understand English. 
Part way through the year the health of the main 
teacher deteriorated and Rebecca took on the full 
responsibility of the class. Reflecting on her year 
as a kindergarten teacher she says, “This year was 
such a joy as I got to see the growth of each of my 
little students in different ways! I also became very close with most of my 
fellow teachers as we all stayed on the farm together in cottages, eating 
meals together and attending church on Sunday mornings.”

An Amazing Journey



8
Ways  

to help

10
Highlights

“ I like volunteer-
ing at MCC 

because these are 
the things that I 
can do and I know 
that giving of my 
time I am part of 
showing Christ’s 
love to others.

– Bev Ullah

“ All of MCC’s 
partner 

connections 
continue to work 
to assist those 
most affected.

– Joanna Hiebert 
Bergen

50 Years of Material Resources
From food to faith
Material Resources is one of the areas where 
MCC Saskatchewan strives to share God’s 
love and compassion in the name of Christ. By 
providing basic necessities for those who are 
oppressed MCC affects 
the lives of others 
both physically and 
spiritually.

This past year at the MCC 
Saskatchewan Centre, 
volunteers gave over 5400 
hours of their time. This 
does not include the blanket 
making groups across the 
province or thrift shops. 

These hours of donated 
time are a testament to what MCC is all about. 
Giving of ourselves is what we are called to do 
- “to prepare God’s people for works of service 
so that the body of Christ may be built up” 
(Ephesians 4:12).

To get involved with the Material Resource 
Centre in Saskatoon contact Del Lennea at 
the MCC Saskatchewan Office.

Relief supplies in Gaza
Providing emergency food  
and bedding
When conflict erupted again in Palestine and 
Israel over July and August, 2014, MCC was 
the first non-government organization on the 
ground providing 
emergency relief 
through partner Al 
Najd Development Forum.

In Gaza, 230 families 
received locally purchased 
food including rice, lentils 
and canned meat; 150 
households received 
mattresses and emergency 
bedding.

“[Al Najd staff] … work tirelessly to get food 
and supplies out to families who have had their 
homes and livelihoods destroyed,” says Joanna 
Hiebert Bergen, an MCC representative for 
Palestine and Israel.

After the fighting stopped, MCC extended 
the food distributions to 460 families for eight 
months, and is funding home repairs for 70 
families.

Donate to MCC’s relief work 
mccsk.ca/relief 

1. Working with 
approximately 400 
volunteers at the 
annual relief sale.

2. Benefiting from 
28 groups in SK 
making blankets.

3. Working with 38 
weekly volunteers 
in the Material 
Resource Centre.

4. Building new 
relationships with 
different groups 
and churches.

5. Working with 
newcomers and 
serving with them. 

6. Emergency food 
for 248 families 
during Central 
American drought. 

7. Bedding and baby 
clothes for families 
displaced by 
flooding in Nepal.  

8. Emergency food 
for 4,400 people 
in Ethiopia. 

9. Winter supplies for 
displaced people 
in Syria and Iraq. 

10. Food vouchers 
for 250 displaced 
Colombian 
families.

1. Donate to MCC’s 
Syria and Iraq 
crisis campaign.

2. Donate to MCC 
relief program.

3. Sponsor a 
refugee family. 

4. Make a relief or 
hygiene kit. 

5. Get your school 
involved.

6. Join a sewing 
group to make a 
blanket.

7. Pray for the 
citizens of 
a country in 
conflict.

8. Volunteer in 
the Material 
Resource Centre.

Harold and Miriam Tieszen are preparing a blanket for tying at the Material 
Resource Centre in Saskatoon.

Volunteers with Al Najd Development Forum deliver mattresses 
to families who opened their homes to displaced people.
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“ We decided to 
stop growing 

coca and now 
we’re just working 
with cacao and 
rice.

– Maria Valencia 
Rivas

“ The journey was 
both difficult
and exciting, 

overwhelming and 
eye opening.

– Thomas Coldwell

1. Become a 
monthly Global 
Family sponsor.

2. Donate clothing 
and other items 
to an MCC thrift 
shop.

3. Choose an 
MCC project for 
a birthday or 
anniversary gift.

4. Volunteer 
with Bread for 
Success.

5. Donate to the 
Youth Leadership 
Fund.

6. Sponsor a Syrian 
refugee family.

7. Donate to an 
MCC food project.

8. Be a volunteer 
driver for MCC 
events.

D
E

V
E

L
O

P
M

E
N

T
Alternatives to Coca  
in Colombia
Helping farmers grow legal and 
sustainable crops
With a lack of opportunity in rural Colombia, 
farmers Maria Valencia Rivas and Genaro Jabe 
Hinestroza supported their family by growing 
coca, which is processed into cocaine. But in 
early 2013 they decided the risk of fumigation 
from government coca elimination programs 
was too high.
An agricultural program run by the Mennonite 
Brethren Church in Chocó, an MCC partner, 
was the opportunity 
they needed.

The project built a 
rice mill nearby, provided 
farmers with initial seeds 
and committed to buy the 
crop. “That’s the main 
thing for us, having the 
guarantee that we can sell 
it,” says Valencia Rivas.

Learn more about the church’s work helping 
farmers grow new crops
mcccanada.ca/alternativestococa

1. Developing Bread 
for Success, a 
homework help & 
nutrition program. 

2. Starting a U of S 
campus club, MCC 
Sask on Campus. 

3. Welcoming 
Eritrean, Karen, 
Colombian, and 
Iraqi-Palestinian 
refugees. 

4. Supporting 
students to attend 
Ottawa and UN 
seminars. 

5. Promoting the 
CFGB Good Soil 
Campaign. 

6. Education support 
for 40 students 
with disabilities in 
Zambia.

7. Hygiene, nutrition 
and gardening 
training for 1,100 
women in India.

8. Training in rice 
production for 
104 people in 
Cambodia.

9. A Global Family 
education project 
for displaced Iraqi 
students.

10. Connecting 
120 Egyptian 
households to 
clean water.

The Uprooted team near Douglas, Arizona. Top row left to right: Jolene Peters, 
Sandra Kienitz, Megan Enns, Karla Fairbrother, Davida Bentham, Tyler Retzlaff, 
Thomas Coldwell, Clementine Poupaert, Joel Bueckert Bottom row left to right: 
Sherianne Penner, Krystal Esau, Danielle Klassen.

As part of the Cacao not Coca project, Colombian farmer 
Maria Valencia Rivas received rice seed and cacao seedlings.

Uprooted 
Exploring migration and peacebuilding
Uprooted is a 3-week long annual learning tour 
for young adults ages 18-25 shared by both 
MCC Alberta & Saskatchewan. Participants 
travel to Guatemala, Mexico, and the U.S. 
exploring issues around border conflicts and 
migration. The tour visits several of MCC’s 
partner organizations working towards 
peacebuilding through 
advocacy efforts, 
alternative income 
generation, as well as 
supporting those who 
find themselves caught 
in the complex system of 
migrant work.  
In 2014, a team of young adults travelled with 
MCC Mexico & MCC West Coast staff to gain 
first-hand awareness from the people caught 
up in the confusing systems surrounding 
migration. It is MCC’s hope that these young 
adults will be encouraged by the many people 
working towards positive change and gain 
understanding and compassion towards those 
forced into migrant work.  

Learn more about MCC’s development projects  
mccsk.ca/uprooted

mcccanada.ca/alternativestococa
http://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/serve/volunteer/uprooted
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“  It’s not their 
history, it’s 

our history. If 
we want to be in 
community, we 
must embrace 
this common 
memory. 

– Ellaina Brown

10
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“ Many have come 
back dramatically 

transformed.

– Dave Klassen, 
MCC representative 
in Nigeria

Blanket Exercise
A Canadian experience of history
 The Blanket Exercise provided an 
interactive way for 65 youth involved in SOAR 
Saskatchewan (MB Mission) to experience 
Canadian history 
from an Indigenous 
perspective. After 
experiencing this 
simulation of the loss of 
people and land, the youth 
and leaders – Heather 
Peters, Marylou Mintram 
and Terri Favel – sat in 
a sharing circle to speak 
about their experience. 
Many noted that to “walk” on 
a shrinking land made the reality of what had 
happened to Indigenous people come alive. 
Throughout the exercise the leaders also spoke 
of the Mennonite journey to and settlement 
in Canada. This helped participants to see 
colonization and residential schools as part of 
their own story. 

Learn more about MCC Saskatchewan’s 
peacebuilding activities
mccsk.ca/peacebuilding

1. Choose an MCC 
internship or 
practicum.

2. Host an IVEPer.

3. Become a 
weekend host for 
an IVEPer.

4. Volunteer with 
Appleby Kids and 
Youth Clubs.

5. Donate healthy 
snacks for Kids 
and Youth Clubs.

6. Volunteer with 
Circles of Support 
and Accountability.

7. Learn about 
decolonization.

8. Share MCC’s 
Peace Sunday 
materials with your 
church or friends.
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Diffusing violence and 
encouraging connections
Peacebuilding in region of religious 
and ethnic diversity
When Mugu Zakka Bako arrived at the scene 
of bomb blasts in Jos, Nigeria, in May of 2014, 
he saw more than destruction and injured 
people. He saw Christians and Muslims 
working together, rescuing people from the 
debris and consoling each other.

Bako, MCC’s peace coordinator in Nigeria, 
says that’s a change from a few years ago 
when reprisal attacks after a bombing meant 
the “whole city would be in flames for days  
or weeks.”

MCC and its 
partners are 
involved in intensive 
peacebuilding work  
to diffuse violence and 
encourage connections 
between Muslims and 
Christians.

MCC’s peacebuilding work has been a priority 
in Nigeria since 2001.

Learn more about MCC’s peace projects
mcccanada.ca/peace

1. Placing 30 
Bethany College 
students into 
weekly service 
placements.

2. Celebrating a 10-
year partnership 
with Bethany 
College.

3. Hosting Raise the 
Peace youth camp.

4. Learning with 
Elaine Enns about 
Intergenerational 
Trauma and Indig-
enous/Mennonite 
relations.

5. Hosting Jae Young 
Lee and Karen 
Spicher from South 
Korea.

6. Training 6,858 
people globally 
in conflict 
transformation.

7. Supporting 
peacebuilding in 
Mozambique.

8. Bringing 
together peace 
organizations in 
Bolivia to discuss 
causes of racism 
and conflict.

9. Discussing 
alternatives to 
military action with 
Israeli youth.

10. Empowering 
teachers in Kosovo 
to promote inter-
ethnic dialogue.

SOAR Saskatchewan at the Saskatoon Indian & Métis Friendship Centre 
(MB Mission/Ellaina Brown).

MCC Nigeria peace coordinator Mugu Zakka Bako speaks 
at an interfaith training event held in Plateau State, Nigeria.

http://mcccanada.ca/learn/what/categories/peacebuilding
mcccanada.ca/peace
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Bread for Success in Meadowgreen, Saskatoon
Beatrice Kuzinza observes a small lettuce plant she found in the compost at a 
field trip for Bread for Success (MCC Photo/Meghan Mast).

Bread for Success is an afterschool homework help and 
nutrition education program for elementary aged children in the 
Meadowgreen neighbourhood of Saskatoon. Every Tuesday 
and Thursday, 12 to 15 students receive assistance with their 
homework and take part in a cooking program focused on 
building healthy nutrition and literacy skills. This program aims to 
cultivate healthy lifestyles and provide strong educational support 
for students who may face barriers to education. 

For more information please contact Community 
Engagement Coordinator Kaytee Edwards at the MCC 
Saskatchewan office.

Thrift Shop Celebration
Sue Wiens serving the first customer, Merv Deditch, in the 
new building. 

The Lanigan Community Gift & Thrift Shop 
officially opened for business in their new 
building on March 12, 2015! Two years of 
fundraising, volunteering and praying for the 
new venture came to fruition and this was 
celebrated with much joy by the community 
and its customers, donors, staff, and board 
members alike!

Volunteer or donate to a thrift shop near you
mccsk.ca/thriftshops

My dream has 
come true
Chadreque Finiasse works 
with an MCC partner in 
Mozambique.

When I was a child 
helping my father 
with his goats, I 
used to think about 
working in agriculture.

I studied agriculture, 
and now I work with 
people in villages 
where sand dams 
have been built. I 
show them how to 
plant vegetables and 
save seeds. They 
are so proud when 
they show me their 
harvest.

I love my job and I 
believe this is what 
God wanted me to do.

Learn more about 
MCC’s work in 
Mozambique in the 
spring 2015 issue of 
A Common Place
acommonplace.
mccanada.ca

Service workers
1. Bruno Baerg
2. Lois Baerg
3. Miriam Harder
4. Rick Block
5. Jacqueline Block

SALTers
1. Rebecca Davies
2. Samantha 

Moldovan

IVEPers
1. Nina Saud
2. Thokozani Gina
3. Kaikeo Phetsalad
4. Sandra Isabel 

Hildebrand

International 
Volunteers Volunteer  

with SALT
Rebecca Davies from 
Saskatoon, SK, at 
Pennington Cove Beach in 
South Africa.

This past year I 
decided to apply for 
SALT not knowing if 
I was actually going 
to go. After applying 
everything moved 
very quickly and 
before I knew it I 
was in South Africa 
teaching a small 
group of students. 
While here I also 
connected with a 
children’s village 
called Lily of the 
Valley. After spending 
my Christmas 
holidays at Lily, I 
quickly fell in love 
with their work 
which led me to the 
decision to extend 
my term with MCC 
volunteering at Lily 
of the Valley for two 
additional years.

Volunteer with SALT
serve.mcccanada.ca

mccsk.ca/thriftshops
http://mcccanada.ca/stories/acp/spring-2015
http://mcccanada.ca/stories/acp/spring-2015
serve.mcccanada.ca
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Saskatchewan

165,285
kits shipped

201,238
cans of meat 

shipped

41,749
quilts 

shipped

1,089
kg of  

bath soap 
shipped

Worldwide What we do
The MCCs in Canada and the U.S. together work 
in three program areas: community development, 
disaster response, and building peace. For the 
year ended March 31, 2015, the total worldwide 
program costs allocated to the MCCs in Canada 
were budgeted to be:

Community development $23,000,000
Disaster response $9,700,000
Building peace $7,300,000
Total $40,000,000

The funds we raise
MCC raises funds across Canada from many 
sources. For the year ended March 31, 2015,  
we budgeted to raise the following amounts:

Cash donations $19,600,000
Donations–material resources $2,000,000
MCC Thrift Shops $9,200,000
Relief sales & events $1,500,000
Grants from gov’t & other $11,100,000
Other $3,900,000
Total $47,200,000

In addition MCC Canada budgeted to use 
reserve funds of $2,200,000 from prior years.

Administration and fundraising
The MCCs in Canada use approximately 20% 
of their total expenses for administration and 
fundraising. We work hard to maintain a balance 
between using our resources responsibly and 
making our programs as effective as possible. 
For the year ended March 31, 2015, the MCCs  
in Canada budgeted to spend the following:

Administration $7,000,000
Fundraising $2,400,000
Total $9,400,000

*Actual results for the year ended March 31, 
2015 will be available after September 30, 2015 
at mcccanada.ca/annualreport.

*All amounts are expressed in Canadian dollars.
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Coordinator
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Services Director

Heather Peters 
Restorative Justice 
Coordinator

Claire Ewert 
Fisher 
Executive Director
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Administrative 
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Engagement & 
IVEP Coordinator
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Refugee 
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Eileen Klassen 
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Program Director

Erica Baerwald 

Thrift Shop& 
Human Resources

mcccanada.ca/annualreport


Canada
$9,513,000

331 MCC workers

United States
$4,613,000

192 MCC workers

Latin America  
& the Caribbean

$7,464,000
136 MCC workers

Africa
$14,239,000

129 MCC workers

Multiregion
$9,542,000

Asia
$10,214,000

236 MCC workers

Europe & the
Middle East
$7,065,000

45 MCC workers

60
countries

450
partners

676
projects

Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ
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Map represents the full picture of MCCs budgeted program expenses for year ended March 31, 2015 
(expressed in Canadian dollars).
Note: worker statistics are as of January, 2015.

Saskatchewan

MCC staff: 16
Thrift shops: $780,191 / 369 volunteers
Material resource centres: $130,210 / 38 volunteers 
Relief sales: $103,210

2014-15 Actual income for MCC Saskatchewan

2014-15 Actual expenses for MCC Saskatchewan



What is Mennonite Central Committee?
MCC is a charitable organization that partners with churches 
and community organizations worldwide to walk with people 
who are disadvantaged.

MCC supports activities that provide emergency assistance, 
reduce poverty and promote healthy communities, 
sustainable living and alternatives to violence.

It is a global ministry of Anabaptist churches in Canada and 
the U.S. which includes Mennonite and Brethren in Christ. 
MCC envisions communities in harmony with God, one 
another and creation.

Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ

mccsk.ca
600-45th Street W, Saskatoon, SK S7L 5W9
306.665.2555 or toll-free 1.888.622.6337

Yusuf Al Attar, 12, stands 
inside his family’s rabbit 
and pigeon enclosure next 
to their home in Gaza. 
The family participated 
in a rabbit-raising project 
with MCC partner Al Najd 
Developmental Forum.

mccsk.ca

