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Executive Director’s report
This is my commandment, that you love one 
another, as I have loved you.

- John 15:12

From our early beginnings 90 years ago, MCC 
has been developing trusting relationships with 
individuals and congregations who are commit-
ted to demonstrating and sharing God’s love.

As we move in a diverse world to do God’s 
work, we are keenly aware that God is using 
MCC as a vehicle to link people, communities 
and resources.

We have been inspired by the resiliency of the 
people in Haiti and value the trusting relation-
ships developed over the decades with Haitian 
churches and organizations.

Our hearts have been warmed by the generosity 
of Canadians who have entrusted MCC with 
more than $8.4 million in financial contribu-
tions to assist people in Haiti.

Nearly half of the gifts came from new support-
ers, showing that Canadians from all walks of 
life respect MCC’s experience and integrity in 
disaster relief and rebuilding.

The visionary founders of MCC created an 
organization that enables a wide range of 
Anabaptist groups to work together to help 
those in need. We have learned the importance 
of respecting differences, listening and learning. 
As the circle of support broadens we welcome 
conversations to build and strengthen both on-
going and new relationships.

Through working together we are participating 
in the movement of God’s love to people and 
fulfilling the commandment to love one another 
“as I have loved you”—a selfless love that 
guides us as we respond to basic human needs 
and pursue peace and justice for all.

- Don Peters, Executive Director, MCC Canada
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Children’s magazine a  
treasure in Bolivian home
In Swift Current Colony in Bolivia, Sara Neufeld 
often reads Bible stories to her seven children.  A 
treasured magazine in their home is Das Blatt für 
Kinder und Jugend, a 32-page magazine for children 
and youth published monthly by MCC Canada’s 
Low German Program. 

Neufeld said she likes having Das Blatt in her home 
because it connects Bible stories to lesson ideas, col-
ouring pages, activity sheets, quizzes and crossword 
puzzles and provides hours of fun and learning 
opportunities for her family.

Das Blatt, first published in 1989, has grown to 
almost 12,000 issues with 2,100 copies distributed 
in Bolivia. More than 7,000 copies are distributed  
in Mexico.

Much of MCC’s Low German program is the 
responsibility of MCC Canada staff.

Bernhard Neufeld 
watches from a chair as 
his siblings (from left) 
Heinrich, Gertruda, 
Franz and Maria take 
turns looking through 
Das Blatt in their home 
in the Swift Current 
Colony in Bolivia.

canada.mcc.org/
lowgerman

Cover photo: Yollette Jean and 
Pancha Moreno work alongside 
others who are clearing rubble 
from a house that collapsed dur-
ing the January 12 earthquake. 
Moreno is the coordinator of 
MCC’s connecting peoples 
program in Haiti.



CFGB/FDMR
canada.mcc.org/food

MCC’s Food, Disaster and 
Material Resources (FDMR) 
program provides support for 
communities affected by disaster, 
conflict and chronic hunger by 
helping communities meet basic 
needs and reducing future vulner-
ability to crisis.

Highlights
•	 Responding to the short-term 

emergency needs of people 
affected by the earthquake  
in Haiti and working on 
MCC’s long-term response 
which includes housing 
reconstruction, food security 
and peacebuilding.

•	 Responding to malnutrition 
and hunger through MCC’s 
account at the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank (CFGB) in 
places affected by conflict, 
including Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Sudan and Sri Lanka.

•	 Applying the reconstruction 
strategy of ‘building back  
better’ through the construc-
tion of disaster resistant 
housing in Haiti, Viet Nam 
and Indonesia.

IVEP
ivep.mcc.org

The International Volunteer 
Exchange Program (IVEP) brings 
international young adults to 
Canada and the U.S. for a one-year 
program that provides training 
through volunteer placements as 
diverse as the professional and aca-

demic backgrounds of participants. 
As participants learn more about 
themselves and others they increase 
their sense of personal involvement 
and responsibility in our world of 
interrelated peoples.

Highlights
•	 Offering French language 

placements in Quebec though 
a partnership with MCC 
Quebec’s Harmonie program.

•	 Publishing a Canada-wide 
quarterly newsletter and 
developing a new website.

•	 Organizing a midyear confer-
ence in Ottawa where partici-
pants strengthened their bonds 
of Christian fellowship and 
worked towards correcting the 
stereotypes and misconcep-
tions that exist the world over.

Canadian Churches  
in Action
Canadian Churches in Action is a 
coalition of development and relief 
agencies that join together from 
time to time to respond to disasters 
in the developing world.

Highlights
•	 Working through Canadian 

Lutheran World Relief (lead 
partner) and the Christian 
Reformed World Relief 
Committee (implementing 
partner) to construct earth-
quake and hurricane resistant 
houses in Haiti.
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•	 Working through United 
Church Canada (lead partner) 
to provide permanent housing 
to 50 families whose homes 
were destroyed in the earth-
quake in Chile.

Ten Thousand Villages 
tenthousandvillages.ca

Ten Thousand Villages Canada is 
a program of MCC Canada that 
provides vital, fair income  
to people in developing countries 
by marketing their handicrafts  
and telling their stories in  
North America.

Highlights
•	 Reporting total retail sales of 

just under $18 million.

•	 Expanding its distribution 
centre, increasing artisan 
purchases by 21 per cent and 
visiting artisans in Bangladesh 
and Indonesia.

•	 Hosting a national spring 
workshop in Montreal and 
guest speakers, Sister Silvia 
Aronha from Saint Mary’s 
MSK in India and Abou 
Tagnan and Niangao Ashely 
from the Women Producer’s 
Union of Shea Butter Products 
in Burkina Faso.

Global Family 
globalfamily.mcc.org

Making education accessible for 
children is one of the best ways 
of bringing change to our world. 
Global Family, MCC’s education 
sponsorship program, does this 
by helping community-based 
organizations deliver and maintain 
quality educational programs  
for children.

Highlights
•	 Seeing individuals, schools, 

churches and thrift shops 
build awareness and support 
for Global Family through 
local initiatives, such as the 
Families Walking for Families 
Walk-a-thon; Hockey for Haiti 
pledges; students donating at 
least 0.7 percent of the money 
they spend on tuition, as well 
as concerts, teas and bake 
sales.

•	 Opening new doors for 
community bridge-building 
opportunities through printing 
the Global Family brochure  
in French.

•	 Launching a new website. 
Check it out!
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Administration
Administrative Services supports 
the work of MCC Canada by 
managing the Central Canadian 
Warehouse in Plum Coulee, man-
aging the office building at 134 
Plaza Drive and providing tech-
nical coordination of integrated 
budgeting and donor management 
for the MCC’s in Canada.

Highlights
•	 Upgrading to Windows 7  

and adding the Ottawa  
and Montreal offices to  
MCC’s computer network.

•	 Reducing electrical consump-
tion through a new server that 
can run nine ‘virtual’ servers 
on one physical server.

•	 Reducing travel costs and 
increasing training and resour-
cing capacity by using Webex 
as MCC’s online meeting 
platform.

•	 Increasing the security of 
laptops using top of the line 
encryption technology.

•	 Supporting MCC’s Haiti 
Earthquake Relief by working 
with the Canadian network of 
warehouses to ship material 
resources to Haiti.

Communications
Communications serves MCC pro-
gram and provincial office staff by 
planning, designing and producing 
information for public distribution. 
The department generates informa-
tion about MCC’s work in Europe, 
the Middle East and Canada.

Highlights
•	 Writing more than 40 stories 

(with photos) for publications 
and websites.

•	 Completing more than 150 
print projects for the MCCs  
in Canada.

•	 Generating communications 
materials for MCC’s response 
to the Haiti earthquake.

Resource Generation
Although resource generation 
is primarily a provincial MCC 
responsibility, the MCC Canada 
resource generation coordinator 
provides leadership and direction 
on issues and initiatives as needed 
and as appropriate.

Highlights
•	 Providing support to a strong, 

innovative and motivated 
Canadian resource generation 
network.

•	 Being part of a network that 
helped raise more than $8.4 
million for the people of Haiti, 
over and above what was 
budgeted for MCC’s ongoing 
work.

•	 Working towards a Canadian 
Gift Acceptance policy.
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MCC thrift shops serve  
local communities
Buying “thrift” is a new experience for Sabrina 
Minich, a Grade 11 student at Niverville Collegiate 
in Manitoba.

When the school gave her the opportunity to earn a 
community service credit through volunteering for 
a cause or organization, Minich selected the MCC 
thrift shop.

“This was my first choice,” she said. “Recycling is 
very good too but what I find the most interesting is 
that we are making money for other countries.”

These types of partnerships enable Canada’s 56 
thrift shops to support local communities and 
broaden awareness of the work of MCC.

This past year, thrift shop contributions to MCC 
continued to increase, nine shops were renovated, 
one shop moved to larger facilities, new web pages 
were designed and a national conference featured 
Olympian speed skater Catriona Le May Doan.

Sabrina Minich earns a 
community service credit 
through volunteering at a 
MCC thrift shop.

thrift.mcc.org



Calgary

Canada

Abbotsford Saskatoon

Winnipeg

Kitchener

Montréal

Moncton

Happy Valley-Goose Bay

Ottawa

Program areas
Aboriginal Neighbours
Community Development
Global Education
Health Services
Low German Networks
Peacebuilding
Refugee Assistance
Relationship-Building
Restorative Justice
Youth Services

Main office

Other offices

Provincial office

MCC Canada, and offices 
supported by MCC Canada

MCC Canada
*Budget  $43.8 million
Salaried staff  45
International staff working in Canada  14

Community involvement
Thrift shop volunteers   5,000 
Ten Thousand Villages volunteers   3,700
Material resource centre volunteers   4,471
Relief sale volunteers   3,488

Estimated total number of volunteers   16,659MCC British Columbia
*Budget  $5.2 million
Salaried staff  32
Service workers  17
International volunteers (IVEP)  6

MCC Alberta
Budget  $3.4 million
Salaried staff  25
Service workers  12
International volunteers (IVEP)  5

MCC Saskatchewan
Budget  $2.4 million
Salaried staff  15
Service workers  2
International volunteers (IVEP)  5

MCC Manitoba
Budget  $8.3 million
*Salaried staff  21
Service workers  3
International volunteers (IVEP)  6

MCC Ontario
Budget  $9.2 million
Salaried staff  60
Service workers  7
International volunteers (IVEP)  10

Ottawa office
Budget  $200,000
Salaried staff  3

Maritimes MCC
Budget  $193,000
Salaried staff  2
Service workers  1

Newfoundland and Labrador MCC
Budget  $125,000
Service workers  2Quebec MCC

Budget  $207,000
Salaried staff  5
Service workers  2

*This includes donations to MCC’s account at 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, Ten Thousand Villages 
sales, government grants, and forwardings from the 
provincial MCCs. Most of the money is spent on 
overseas programs. See back cover for more detail.

*These numbers do not include $4.3 million 
in grants, contracts and earned income for 
employment programs and 34 related staff.

*Does not include thrift shop staff.
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Peace Program
canada.mcc.org/peace

Peace Program coordinates a 
national peace network that 
promotes reflection, action and 
witness for peace and justice in 
church and society.

Highlights
•	 Preparing the annual Peace 

Sunday Packet and encour-
aging churches to supplement 
their Peace Sunday worship 
with public vigils or prayer 
services for peace.

•	 Celebrating the 20th anniver-
sary of MCC’s peace button 
and distributing nearly 5,000 
buttons in 2009.

•	 Supporting the development of 
a training manual for faith-
based nonviolent action.

Refugee Assistance
canada.mcc.org/refugee

The Refugee Assistance program 
enables congregations and groups 
to sponsor refugees that qualify for 
resettlement in Canada through 
matching refugees with sponsors 
and assisting both parties during 
the one-year sponsorship.

Highlights
•	 Resettling 93 Palestinian 

refugees from the temporary 
Al Hol camp in Syria.

•	 Voicing MCC’s concerns 
during the review of Bill 
C-11 and seeing significant 
amendments made to this bill 
which reforms the refugee 
claim process in Canada.

•	 Exploring new responses to 
assist refugees in Africa, where 
the numbers are climbing 
while timely access to resettle-
ment is hampered by very long 
processing times.

Victims’ Voice
canada.mcc.org/victimsvoice

Victims’ Voice provides support 
and resources to crime victims 
in a context of resilience and 
restoration.

Highlights
•	 Writing the script and tour-

ing Re:connections, a drama 
directed and performed by 
Bethany College’s (Sask.) 
touring drama group. The 
drama portrays the struggles 
of victims and offenders in the 
aftermath of criminal violence.

•	 Facilitating workshops that 
explored the concept of 
restorative forgiveness at the 
MCC Middle East Retreat  
in Egypt.

•	 Continuing to work with 
columnists and readers on the 
website, mylemonade.org.

•	 Maintaining a daily blog on 
mylemonade.org. Click on the 
‘Bittersweet’ button.

Restorative Justice 
canada.mcc.org/restorativejustice

The Restorative Justice program 
promotes the development and 
growth of restorative justice in 
Canada through partnerships with 
grassroots programs and national 
coalitions.

Highlights
•	 Partnering with a network of 

18 organizations that received 
$7 million in funding over 
five years from the National 
Crime Prevention Council to 
sustain and closely monitor the 
results of 15 Circles of Support 
and Accountability programs 
across Canada.

•	 Working with the Canadian 
Restorative Justice Consortium 
steering committee to organize 
and facilitate the organiza-
tion’s inaugural meeting.

•	 Facilitating dialogue at the 
drama tour, Re:Connections, 
a project supported by MCC 
Saskatchewan’s Stephen 
Siemens, Victims’ Voice Wilma 
Derksen and the Bethany 
Drama Troupe.

Aborginal Neighbours
mythperceptions.ca

MCC Canada’s Indigenous  
Work program pursues the goal  
of reconciliation between the 
broader Canadian society and 
Indigenous Peoples through dia-
logue, advocacy and community-
building support.

Highlights
•	 Launching a new website, 

mythperceptions.ca.

•	 Attending the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission’s 
(TRC) first national event 
designed to share and hear the 
stories of residential school 
experiences and providing 
transportation and lodging  

assistance for Indigenous 
Elders at this gathering.

•	 Collaborating in the cre-
ation and promotion of a 
book to assist Christians 
in engaging with the TRC 
process. The book, Mamow 
Be-Mo-Tay-Tah/Let Us Walk 
Together is produced by the 
Canadian Council of Churches 
Ecumenical Anti-Racism 
Network.

•	 Partnering with Indigenous 
Peoples who are involved  
in alternative justice work  
(peacemaker courts and 
restorative justice).

SOOP
soop.mcc.org

The SOOP program provides 
short-term service opportunities 
with social service groups and 
churches in more than 80 locations 
in Canada and the U.S. At one 
time, most of the participants were 
retired but in recent years people 
don’t wait until they retire to 
participate in SOOP.

Highlights
•	 Placing 80 volunteers. 

Adding two new sites in 
Canada for a total of  
19 locations.

•	 Hosting a SOOP alumni 
gathering in Kitchener,  
Ontario to celebrate and  
share stories of service.

•	 Broadening awareness of 
volunteer opportunities.



Guatemalan volunteer supports 
Mining Justice Campaign
Juan Raul Junay never tires of explaining how 
Canadian mining companies are affecting farming 
communities in his home country of Guatemala.

“Mining is not evil but there must be more regula-
tions to make mining operations less destruc-
tive,” explained Junay, a participant in MCC’s 
International Volunteer Exchange Program.

As one of the speakers in Canadian Foodgrain 
Bank’s people to people program, Junay spoke 
about the effects of mining at more than 60 public 
gatherings across the country.

MCC’s Mining Justice Campaign is bringing atten-
tion to the harmful practices of some Canadian min-
ing companies operating in the developing world.

MCC’s Ottawa office monitors legislation 
developments related to mining, including Bill 
C-300, which would establish higher environmental 
and social standards for mining companies 
operating in developing countries.

Juan Raul Junay, a 
participant in MCC’s 
International Volunteer 
Exchange Program,  
creates awareness in 
Canada on the effects 
of mining in his home 
country of Guatemala.

ottawa.mcc.org/
miningjustice

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

MCC Ottawa 
ottawa.mcc.org

MCC Canada’s Ottawa office is a 
conduit of information and bridge 
for relationships between the 
government of Canada and MCC 
Canada’s diverse constituency.  
It witnesses to government on 
issues of peace, justice and human 
dignity that arise out of MCC 
ministry at home and around the 
world. The Ottawa office works 
with a number of coalitions 
while trying to bring a unique, 
Anabaptist perspective to the work 
of political engagement.

Highlights
•	 Intervening in legislation that 

impacted MCC Canada’s thrift 
shops and MCC’s refugee  
assistance and restorative 
justice programs.

•	 Hosting Francisco Machado, 
a Mennonite pastor whose life 
was endangered by his efforts 
to reform mining practices in 
Honduras. The Mining Justice 
Campaign also produced La 
Mina, a video sharing the 
experience of partners in both 
Honduras and Guatemala.

•	 Collaborating with other MCC 
advocacy staff in formulating 
key issues for a just response 
to the earthquake in Haiti.

Grants
The International Grants Program, 
through its funding agreement 
with the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA),  
was able to secure approximately 
$2.8 million for local partners in 
15 countries.

Highlights
•	 Funding programs in five key 

sectors: Agriculture and Food 
Security, Income Generation, 
Peacebuilding, Integrated 
Development and Capacity 
Building.

•	 Supporting public engagement 
activities in Canada that link 
international development 
with community awareness 
and education on global issues. 
These activities included World 
AIDS Day awareness events, 
an art exhibit on Just Food 
and guest speakers from  
MCC partner organizations 
in the Middle East, Honduras 
and Ethiopia.

•	 Bringing representatives from 
MCC partner organizations  
in the Middle East to Winnipeg 
for a training workshop to 
help increase their abilities  
to plan, monitor and evaluate 
projects.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS



Québec 
quebec.mcc.org

MCC Québec works with volun-
teers to organize festivals and other 
activities that engage Mennonite 
congregations and others about 
peace and justice issues in Québec 
and around the world.

Highlights
•	 Partnering with MCC’s 

IVEP program to relaunch 
Harmonie, a year-long service 
program that gives French-
speaking young people from 
other countries the opportun-
ity to live together in Montreal 
and serve in local agencies.

•	 Hosting five English-language 
church groups through the 
Learning thru Service program. 
Participants learn about urban 
poverty and isolation and the 
history of Québec.

•	 Supporting seven Mennonite 
churches through MCC’s 
Summerbridge program.

MCC Maritimes
maritimes.mcc.org

MCC Maritimes works with 
local churches and other agencies 
to provide programs that serve 
areas of human need, including 
local food security, youth at risk, 
youth employment development 
and Circles of Support and 
Accountability (COSA).

Highlights
•	 Sharing the success of three 

partner agencies that have de-

veloped to a point where they 
no longer need MCC support.

•	 Beginning a partnership 
with New Life Mission, an 
after-school drop-in centre in 
Moncton and with Greater 
Moncton Community Healing 
Centre, an agency that focuses 
on conflict mediation and 
restorative justice.

•	 Supporting Moncton 
Community Chaplaincy, an 
agency that hired a new direc-
tor for COSA and a new office 
administrator.

MCC Labrador
labrador.mcc.org

MCC Newfoundland and 
Labrador works with the commun-
ity to meet local needs, promotes 
peacebuilding through building 
relationships and addresses social 
and environmental justice.

Highlights
•	 Helping start the Men’s Action 

Network in Labrador which 
organized a community in-
formation session on ‘Raising 
Strong Boys for Respectful and 
Healthy Relationship’.

•	 Providing financial support to 
the Status of Women Council 
in St. John’s to expand services 
in rural Newfoundland and for 
people with disabilities.

•	 Participating in a restora-
tive justice symposium that 
was planned by Community 
Mediation Services.

MCC CANADA PROGRAMS

Working together with like-minded 
organizations often allows MCC to 
do more and amplifies the voice of 
the poor and the powerless.

Formal membership
•	 Canada Council for Refugees
•	 Canadian Coalition on Climate 

Change and Development
•	 Canadian Council for 

International Cooperation
•	 Africa Canada Forum
•	 Americas Policy Group
•	 Asia Pacific Working Group
•	 Canadian Food Security  

Policy Group
•	 Canadian Network on 

Corporate Accountability

•	 Church Council on Justice  
and Corrections

•	 Interagency Coalition for AIDS 
and Development

•	 Global Treatment  
Access Group

•	 KAIROS
•	 Mines Action Canada
•	 National Associations Active 

in Criminal Justice
•	 Peacebuild
•	 Policy Action Group on 

Emergency Response
•	 Project Ploughshares
•	 Sudan Inter-Agency  

Reference Group
*In addition, MCC works with many  
other organizations on an informal and 
occasional basis.

Report from MCC Binational
MCC Canada works closely with the larger MCC, 
including MCC Binational which is responsible for most 
of MCC’s international work.

This past year MCC had more than 1,100 workers and 
program in 60 countries. This work is made possible 
through financial gifts, prayer support, volunteer efforts 
and donations of material goods. Through the New 

Wine/New Wineskins re-envisioning and reshaping journey, the 12 MCCs 
in Canada and the U.S. adopted a common purpose statement. As we 
work together to design organizational structures to carry out that pur-
pose, MCC’s work in the name of Christ continues unabated.

Highlights
Providing food and material resources valued at $14.8 million in 20 coun-
tries. • Assisting survivors of the January 12 earthquake in Haiti through 
shipments of relief kits, canned meat, water filters and more. Beyond 
emergency assistance, MCC’s five-year response will focus on economic 
development, food security, housing, education, health, peacebuilding and 
trauma healing. • Spending $20.4 million to support sustainable commun-
ity development efforts, such as the income generation project facilitated 
by the Wadi Rayan Women’s Benevolent Society in Jordan.

- Arli Klassen, MCC Executive Director

COALITIONS
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Budgeted income for 2009-10 (in millions of Canadian dollars)

Contributions

Ten Thousand Villages

Canadian Foodgrains Bank

Government Grants

Thrift Stores

Other Income

Budgeted expenses for 2009-10 (in millions of Canadian dollars)

MCC Binational Overseas Programs

Ten Thousand Villages

Canadian Foodgrains Bank

MCC Canada Overseas Program

Administration

Canadian Programs

16.5

5.4

2.9

5.9

1.7

16.5

16.3

5.4

1.8
2.0 1.6

MCC is a non-profit 
relief, peace and 
development agency 
with more than 1,000 
workers around 
the world. It is a 
ministry of Anabaptist 
churches which 
includes Mennonites 
and Brethren in Christ. 
In Canada, MCC 
operates at both a 
provincial and  
national level.

MCC shares God’s 
love and compassion 
for all in the name of 
Christ by responding 
to basic human needs 
and working for peace 
and justice. MCC 
envisions communities 
worldwide in right 
relationship with 
God, one another  
and creation.

Offices/staff
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg		204.261.6381
Call toll-free
1.888.622.6337 

Website
mcc.org

Online resource catalogue
mcc.org/catalogue

Financials

Connecting with Mennonite Central Committee
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Due to publishing deadlines, actual income and expense 
figures for MCC Canada’s fiscal year ending August 31 
are not included in this report. However, those figures are 
currently available at canada.mcc.org/annualreport.

The graphs below show the budgeted figures for the fiscal 
year ending August 31, 2010. The actual revenue and 
expense figures will be higher than projected because of the 
emergency response to the Haiti earthquake in January.

MCC Canada gratefully acknowledges the government’s 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for 
its support of MCC’s ongoing programs overseas and in 
Canada. Approximately $2.8 million was received from 
CIDA for our work in such areas as agriculture and food 
security, income generation, integrated development, peace 
building and in emergency relief.


