
Deborah Sharpe of Happy Valley Goose Bay, N.L., is among 1,200 
volunteers involved in the Ten Thousand Villages festival sales hosted by 
churches and community groups in about 40 communities in Atlantic 
Canada. Ten Thousand Villages sells products that provide vital and fair 
income to 120 artisan groups in 30 countries. Ten Thousand Villages is a 
program of MCC Canada and celebrated its 65th anniversary in 2011.
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Joshua Siemens, 5, and his brother, 
Sabastian, 3, find a good selection of books in 
the Altona MCC thrift shop. The opening of 
this shop 40 years ago marked the beginning 
of MCC thrift shops in Canada and the U.S.

Peace and justice
1. Advocating for ways to hold mining companies 

accountable to higher environmental standards.
2. Hosting visiting Ten Thousand Villages artisan 

partners from Nepal, India and Mauritius.
3. Expanding Circles of Support and Accountability 

(CoSA) in the Maritime Provinces.

Food, water and emergencies
1. Shipping 6,298 relief kits to assist those affected  

in emergency situations worldwide.
2. Providing food assistance for 148,000 people 

affected by drought in Kenya and Ethiopia.
3. Expanding conservation agriculture programs to 

Bolivia, Nicaragua, Honduras, and Mexico.

Local and global connections
1. Supporting 77 Canadian service workers worldwide.
2. Supporting Colombian refugees in Ecuador through 

the Quito Mennonite Church.
3. Providing a “gateway” into MCC’s work in five 

provinces through 56 thrift shops.

Healthy communities
1. Encouraging gender equality in HIV programming  

in Egypt through partner BLESS.
2. Presenting on First Nations in Canada at a post-

colonial theology conference in Australia.
3. Distributing 21,501 hygiene kits worldwide.

Education and service
1. Reducing school absences through water 

purification, sanitation and hygiene education.
2. Bringing together 53 IVEP participants from 27 

countries at a conference in British Columbia.
3. Benefitting over 70,000 children with access to 

quality schooling through Global Family.

HIGHLIGHTS

Peace and justice
•	 Ten Thousand Villages tenthousandvillages.ca
•	 Peace program canada.mcc.org/peace 
•	 Restorative Justice canada.mcc.org/restorativejustice

Food, water and emergencies
•	 Food food.mcccanada.ca
•	 Water water.mcccanada.ca

Local and global connections
•	 Low German program canada.mcc.org/lowgerman
•	 Indigenous Work mythperceptions.ca
•	 HIV and AIDS aids.mcccanada.ca

Healthy communities
•	 Thrift thrift.mcccanada.ca
•	 Refugee Assistance canada.mcc.org/refugee 

Education and service
•	 Global Family mccglobalfamily.ca
•	 IVEP ivep.mcccanada.ca
•	 Summerbridge  

mcc.org/serve/programs/summerbridge
•	 Service Workers mcc.org/serve
•	 SOOP soop.mcccanada.ca
•	 SALT salt.mcccanada.ca
•	 YAMEN yamen.mcccanada.ca
•	 seed seed.mcccanada.ca

PROGRAMS
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Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ

Canadian IVEP orientation at Camp Crossroads in Ontario.



Working together with like-minded organizations enables 
MCC to do more and amplifies the voice of the poor and 
the powerless.

Formal membership
•	 Africa Canada Forum
•	 Americas Policy Group
•	 Asia Pacific Working Group Canada Council  

for Refugees
•	 Canadian Coalition on Climate Change and 

Development
•	 Canadian Council for International Cooperation
•	 Canadian Food Security Policy Group
•	 Canadian Network on Corporate Accountability
•	 Church Council on Justice and Corrections
•	 Global Treatment Access Group
•	 Interagency Coalition for AIDS and Development
•	 KAIROS
•	 Mines Action Canada
•	 National Associations Active in Criminal Justice
•	 Peacebuild
•	 Policy Action Group on Emergency Response
•	 Project Ploughshares
•	 Sudan Inter-Agency Reference Group

*In addition, MCC works with many other organizations  
on an informal and occasional basis.

2012–13 BUDGETED INCOME

2012–13 BUDGETED EXPENSES

During 2011, MCC Canada changed its year end from 
August 31 to March 31 to bring it in line with all of  
the MCC’s in North America. At the time of publishing,  
the actual amounts for the seven months ended  
March 31, 2012 were not available. The actual results  
for that period will be available by June 30, 2012 at  
mcccanada.ca/annualreport.

MCC Canada gratefully acknowledges the government’s 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for 
its support of MCC’s programming. Approximately $1.6 
million of contributions from CIDA were recognized as 
revenue by MCC Canada for the year ended August 31, 
2011, primarily for MCC’s emergency relief work in Haiti.

The numbers below show the planned operations for the 
upcoming fiscal year ending March 31, 2013.

The tiny mustard seed became 
a tree that continues to grow
It is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in  
the garden...

  - Luke 13:19

Forty years ago, four women in Altona, 
Man. opened a thrift shop to raise funds for Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC). It was the beginning of a 
network that has grown to 56 shops in Canada, 57 in the 
U.S. and has generated $167 million for the work of MCC.

“This is unbelievable—our mustard seed has turned into 
a big tree and it is still growing,” says Linie Friesen, 90, 
one of the founders of the Altona shop which opened 
March 17, 1972. One month later, a thrift shop opened 
in Steinbach and later in the year, two shops opened in 
Winnipeg. These four shops contributed $6,300 to MCC 
in 1972.

The remarkable success of the four thrift shops inspired 
people from Mennonite churches in other Manitoba 
communities to open thrift shops. In 1974, thrift shops 
opened in Saskatchewan, Ontario and Bluffton, Ohio.

Community involvement and volunteers remain the heart 
of MCC. This past year an estimated 13,500 Canadians 
volunteered in thrift shops, Ten Thousand Villages 
stores, material resource centres and relief sales. It is 
an astonishing gift of time, energy and commitment to 
building God’s kingdom.

Thank you for your continued, prayerful support.

– Don Peters, Executive Director, MCC Canada

MCC school kits brings smiles to four-year old Abadaye and her 
classmates in the Hagadera refugee camp in Kenya. Photo by Allan Juma.

COALITIONS

Estimated
Thrift shop volunteers  5,000
Ten Thousand Villages volunteers  4,000
Material resource centre volunteers  2,000
Relief sale volunteers  2,500

VOLUNTEERS

$1.2 million
Other income

$14.2 million
Ten Thousand Villages

$0.3 million
Government grants

$6.7 million
Canadian Foodgrains Bank

$19.1 million
Contributions

$1.8 million
National programs

$32.9 million
International programs

$7.0 million
Canadian Foodgrains Bank

$14.6 million
Ten Thousand Villages

$3.5 million
Support services


