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A group of children smile for the camera at the Sewing and 
Tailoring project, a Global Family program in Cambodia. MCC 
Manitoba hosted a Global Family learning tour to Cambodia 
and Laos in February 2013. (MCC photo/Janessa Giesbrecht)



“ MCC Manitoba’s 
programs provide 
a channel — a 

way to be the 
hands and feet of 
the risen Christ in a 
hurting world.

God at the centre…working in the margins
In carrying out MCC’s priorities, inspired by the Sermon 
on the Mount, we seek to be followers of Jesus. This 
compels us to engage those on the margins of society. 
Jesus called them the poor in spirit, the meek, and those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Through our 
local Manitoba programs we have helped individuals 
suffering from lives of crime, abuse, neglect, poverty, 
racism, addiction, intolerance 
and injustice. Internationally 

we also improve thousands of lives through food 
relief, development and peacebuilding activities. 
As Jesus’ followers, we commit ourselves to working 
toward justice and peace, at home and abroad. 

Key activities and challenges for MCC Manitoba 
in the last year include completing a new three-year 
work plan for the Sam’s Place social enterprise. We are 
excited about this new focus which combines a café and used book store 
with community outreach. The second year of operating MCC Manitoba’s 
former restorative justice programs under the newly incorporated 
“Initiatives for Just Communities” has gone very well. In February, the 
board approved proposals to establish stronger connections with constituent 
young adults and schools through the establishment of board student 
representatives and a bursary program. We also celebrated the growth of our 
thrift shop network, which continues to be a tremendous source of financial 
support and meaningful volunteerism. A difficult culmination of several 
years of dialogue was the withdrawal from MCC Manitoba membership 
by the Sommerfeld Mennonite Church. We have challenged ourselves to 
continue to engage our membership in a positive, nurturing, and sustaining 
way. As we prepare for our 50th anniversary year of operation in 2014, we 
are positioning and strengthening MCC Manitoba for the future.

Ron Janzen, Executive Director, MCC Manitoba
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“ [Painting] gave 
me an opportunity 

to escape from 
reality. I liked 
working with bright 
colours because it 
reminded me that 
there was another 
world brighter than 
what I was living in.

Marco Arias proudly displays his original painting at his home in Winnipeg. (MCC photo/
Joanie Peters)

Finding beauty in a new land
For Marco Arias painting fulfills two needs; a passion to create and a 

desire to heal from his traumatic past. Arias, now 29 and living in Winnipeg, 
was born and raised in Colombia, a country that has experienced decades of 
civil conflict. In 2006 his dreams of being a lawyer and helping his family 
grow rice came to an abrupt end when the land 
was seized and persecution forced the family to 
go into hiding in the city of Bogota. “We lost 
everything,” recalls Arias. 

With encouragement from his family, he started 
painting. Although he grew up in a family of artists, 
which included painters, sculptors, dancers and 
musicians, Arias had never tried to create works of art. 

In 2009 Arias, along with his wife Katerine Ardila, 
mother Luz Ceballos and brother Cristian Arias, 
found refuge in Manitoba. They were sponsored by 
the Steinbach Evangelical Mennonite Church through 
MCC’s refugee assistance program. 

Through his involvement with the Steinbach Arts Council, an 
organization that continues to support him through its buy and lease art 
program, Arias expanded his artistic skills and reputation as an artist. 

Some of his oil paintings reflect his new surroundings. “I’ve started 
to fall in love with Canada,” he says. “For me, it is so beautiful to see the 
different colours of each season.”
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Ways  
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“ We can’t solve 
all the needs 

in this world but 
each one of us 
can do a little bit.

– Ron Kleinsasser, 
volunteer

Around the clock meat 
canning in Winkler
22,000 cans of meat are ready  
for distribution

Each year, 300 volunteers share their time 
and skills to fill, cook, clean, seal, label and 
pack 22,000 cans of pork chunks when MCC’s 
canning crew sets up the mobile meat canner in 
Winkler.

Winkler is one of more than 30 canning 
sites in Canada and the U.S. that preserve about 
half a million cans of turkey, beef and pork 
for hungry people around the world, says John 
Martens, chair of the Winkler meat canning 
committee.

In Manitoba, the 
meat is donated or 
purchased through 
financial donations and 
deboned and cut by the 
staff of Winkler Meats, a 
meat processing facility that 
donates its facilities for this 
meat canning operation.

Donate to meat canning
donate.mcccanada.ca

1. Donate to MCC’s 
food programs  
or to MCC’s 
account at 
Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank

2. Make a MCC 
blanket or  
relief kit

3. Learn more about 
climate change

4. Cycle to work

5. Help with a meat 
canning event

6. Start a refugee 
committee

7. Befriend 
newcomers

8. Volunteer at  
a relief sale

From left, Wesley Driedger and Elaine Dueck and other volunteers help with 
washing and drying cans of meat at the Winkler canning site.R

E
L

IE
F

Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook
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“ The communities 
in this area 

are known for 
welcoming anyone 
in need.

– Chris Ewert

MCC supports $1.3 M  
food assistance in Syria 

The needs are expected to 
continue well into 2013

A $1.3 million response is providing 5,000 
Syrian families, displaced by fighting, with 
monthly food baskets for five months.

This response, through MCC’s account at 
the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, assists families 
in the Qalamoun area where a population of 
35,000 is sharing their homes and resources 
with more than 90,000 people.

“This food 
assistance is critical 
to not only carry 
vulnerable families 
through the particularly 
difficult winter months 
ahead, but to also provide 
some respite to a host 
community that has given 
to the point of sacrifice,” says Chris Ewert, 
MCC’s coordinator of this response.

MCC’s response also includes $500,000 for 
other projects in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon.

Read more about the Syria crisis
mcccanada.ca/syriacrisis

1. Improving 
education in 
refugee camps in 
northeast Kenya

2. Rebuilding and 
repairing homes 
in Haiti

3. Giving displaced 
people in Colombia 
the opportunity 
to raise chickens

4. Providing canned 
meat in 14 
orphanages in 
North Korea

5. Providing food 
baskets, medicine 
and fuel in Syria

6. Supporting 
mobile medical 
clinics in Ukraine

7. Meeting needs of 
Somali refugees 
in Ethiopia

8. Receiving over 
$190,000 for 
Syria since 
February 2012

9. Distributing 
11,326 blankets 
and 6,875 school 
kits

10. Shipping five 
loads to Syria and 
Jordan in aid of 
Syrian refugees

These children and their families have found safety in the 
Qalamoun region of Syria.
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“ The neighbourhood 
has become a food 

desert.

– Jennifer Dijk

Wholesome food  
at Sam’s Place
Meeting needs of community

Frozen packages of beans, tomatoes, 
carrots, apples and pesto fill the freezers at 
Sam’s Place, a community resource and outreach 
centre comprised of a used book store, café 
and performing 
arts venue in 
the Elmwood 
neighbourhood.

Healthy living 
begins with wholesome 
food, says manager 
Jennifer Dijk. That is why she is passionate about 
creating awareness of the availability of locally 
grown food and the benefits of whole, unrefined 
food, such as whole grains and dried legumes.

This is especially important in the Elmwood 
neighbourhood where low income households 
have limited access to grocery stores that stock 
fresh, affordable produce.

Sam’s Place is run mainly by volunteers,  
75 per cent of whom are under the age of 30.

Volunteer at Sam’s Place
samscommunity.com

1. Buy clothing and 
housewares at 
MCC thrift shops

2. Downsize your 
closet, and donate 
to a thrift shop

3. Support Das  
Blatt and Die 
Mennonitsche Post

4. Support MCC’s 
HIV and AIDS 
program

5. Borrow the HIV 
and AIDS toolkit

6. Sponsor a Global 
Family project

7. Become friends 
with refugees

8. Be a sponsor for 
MCC fundraising 
events
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Volunteers (from left) Sasha Homenko, Anna Marie Giesbrecht, Laeun Kin and 
Birte Wiebe get to know each other as they work in the kitchen at Sam’s Place.

Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook
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“ It is a good idea 
because there 

are information 
gaps in both 
generations.

– Dinah John, 17

Learning about HIV  
in Tanzania
Sharing and learning through art, 
music, drama and presentations

Female students in secondary schools 
represent one of the highest risk groups for new 
infections of HIV in Tanzania. Tears flow freely 
at Binti Mama (daughter mother) gatherings as 
mothers and their teenage daughters talk openly 
about HIV and healthy lifestyles.

“They dance, sing, eat and share stories of 
what happened to them,” says Salome Lally, a 
program coordinator 
at Mwangaza 
Education for 
Partnerships. “People 
cry a lot when others  
tell their stories.”

The gatherings are led 
by an intergenerational 
team of students, teachers 
and women who have participated in MCC-
supported training. Each training team consists 
of 12 women—six students, two teachers and 
four women from a local congregation.

Make an AIDS Caregiver kit
mcc.org/kits/aids

1. Supplying water 
tanks and latrines 
in Haiti

2. Building awareness 
of HIV and AIDS  
in Tanzania

3. Providing better 
access to water  
in Bolivia

4. Increasing food 
production in 
Tanzania through 
conservation 
agriculture

5. Improving access 
to drinking water 
in Nepal

6. Supporting 
vocational 
training in Chad 
for people living 
with HIV and 
AIDS

7. Helping women 
gain sewing skills 
in South Sudan

8. Constructing new 
homes in Haiti

9. Offering support 
to those dealing 
with abuse in 
their daily lives

10. Welcoming 67 
Low German 
Mennonite families 
to Manitoba

Dinah John (left) and Angel Mathew are part of an 
intergenerational team of women learning and sharing 
information about HIV and AIDS in Arusha, Tanzania.
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“ We are called 
to share God’s 

love with others.

– Vinh Huynh

IVEP participants enrich 
lives of host family
Promoting international peace and 
reconciliation through IVEP

This is the eighth year that Rebecca 
and Vinh Huynh of Winnipeg are hosting a 
participant from MCC’s International Volunteer 
Exchange Program (IVEP).

“Does one measure richness by the content 
of our bank account or the quality of our 
relationships—we choose the latter,” says Vinh, 
principal of a middle school.

The couple’s 
motivation to share 
their homes and 
lives with others is their 
commitment to put their 
faith into action. “We 
are not just supporting 
a program,” explains Vinh. “It is our heart 
commitment to live out the two greatest 
commandments—to love God and others.”

Each year around 50 young adults from 
more than 25 countries participate in IVEP.

Host an IVEP participant
ivep.mcccanada.ca

1. Shop at Ten 
Thousand Villages

2. Organize a peace 
walk

3. Advocate for 
victims

4. Learn more about 
prison visitation  
in Manitoba

5. Write a letter to 
your MP about  
mining practices

6. Check out 
the links on 
mythperceptions.ca

7. Host an IVEPer

8. Become involved 
in local MCC 
peace events

P
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IVEP participant Saykham Thipphasone (left) and her host family Rebecca and 
Vinh Huynh and their children, Lien, 7, Tai, 3 and Mai-Anh, 5.

Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook
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“ Peace is loving 
your neighbour 

as yourself. 

– Savia Tete

Pursuing peace amidst 
scars of war 

Peace committees help resolve 
conflicts at the community level

South Sudan, which gained independence 
from Sudan in July 2011, is still reeling from 
decades of civil war that left two million people 
dead and displaced four million more.

In the midst of poverty and scars of 
war, people struggle to rebuild their lives. 
Recognizing the tensions, the Sudan Council 
of Churches, with support from MCC, 
has established peace committees in 10 
communities.

“Before the war 
we all lived together 
peacefully but during 
the war we experienced 
different things,” says  
peace committee member 
Savia Tete. “We have come back home with 
different mentalities and ways of thinking.  
That creates a lot of misunderstandings. It is  
my ambition to bring people back together.”

View the photo gallery
mcccanada.ca/stories/galleries/moving-forward-
peace

1. Enabling youth to 
make short films 
on peacebuilding 
in Serbia

2. Giving youth 
opportunities to 
attend peace 
activities in China

3. Developing a 
peace curriculum 
in Zambia

4. Supporting a 
Cycling for Peace 
ride for Lebanon

5. Training community 
peacebuilders in 
Sudan and South 
Sudan

6. Co-sponsoring 
discussions on 
crime and 
personal resiliency  

7. Discussing urban 
food production 
and consumption

8. Partnering with 
Sam’s Place to host 
successful restorative 
justice events

9. Creating awareness 
of challenges faced 
by families affected 
by incarceration

10. Hosting three 
IVEPers in 
Manitoba

From left, Grace Kide, Savia Tete and Betty Dudu laugh 
during a peace committee meeting in the Opari district.
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Gaining firsthand experience in 
restorative justice
Temesgen Tesfai, a criminal justice graduate, volunteers with Manitoba’s Journey 
to Justice program.

I volunteer in order to gain firsthand experience to the practical 
aspects of the restorative justice system. Throughout the sessions, I 
learned not only to hear but to listen. Initially my belief was “if you 
did the crime you do the time.” However, after volunteering with 
the Journey to Justice program, I have learned that people deserve a 
second chance. My gratitude goes out to Wilma, Raquel, and Graham 
for giving me the opportunity to volunteer and gain this experience.

Volunteer with Journey to Justice
mccmanitoba.ca/programs/journeytojustice

Feeling good about working 
with MCC
Alice and Amy volunteer every Tuesday with the Material 
Resource Centre (MCC photo/Ellen Paulley).

We started volunteering at the Material 
Resource Centre in Winnipeg after we came for a 
presentation with our class at Winnipeg Technical 
College. It’s close by where we live and we could 
tell we’d be working with good people. We feel 
very happy when we volunteer. We do everything 
from filling kits to folding blankets.

Volunteer with MCC Manitoba
mccmanitoba.ca/volunteer-opportunities

Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook



Choosing 
peace, not 
revenge
James Morris is a 
community peace 
mobilizer in South Sudan.

I am a builder but I 
only do that when I 
get time to do that 
work. I spend most 
of my time helping 
people resolve 
conflict. My whole 
life I have known war. 
My father, stepfather, 
brother, uncle and 
cousin brother have 
all been killed. If I 
had chosen revenge 
I would not be able 
to do the work I am 
doing now. When you 
choose revenge, you 
lose more than you 
gain.

Learn more about 
MCC’s work in  
South Sudan in the 
fall 2012 issue of  
a Common Place
acommonplace.
mcccanada.ca

Service workers
1. James and Joan Alty

2. Joanna Hiebert Bergen 
and Daniel Bergen

3. Suzanne Braun and 
Aaron Janzen

4. Gene Buckner

5. Carolyne and Gordon 
Epp-Fransen

6. Jesse Epp-Fransen

7. Eric and Kathy Fast

8. Kendelle Fawcett

9. James and Jessica Frey

10. Rachelle Friesen

11. John and Linda Funk

12. Lilian Guenther

13. Isbrand and Martha 
Hiebert

14. Eric Levay and 
Karmen Neta Levay

15. Mary Martens

16. David and Margaret 
Penner

17. Damaris and David 
Schmucker

18. Rebekah Sears

19. Trish Wiebe

SALTers
1. Genevieve Forget

2. Vanessa Friesen

3. Amy Holland

4. Jessica Klassen

5. Alexandra Loeppky

6. Chrissy Scheerer

Manitobans 
volunteering 

overseas

Volunteer  
with SALT
Amy Holland from 
Winnipeg is currently a 
SALTer in Kolkata, India 
(MCC photo/Melissa Hess).

When I first came to 
India, I got frustrated 
because I had these 
expectations of 
me that I couldn’t 
fulfill, and yet I 
knew there was a 
need there and I had 
no idea what to do 
with it. I remember 
talking to my mom 
on the phone and 
saying, “I should feel 
more — why don’t I 
feel anything?” and 
figuring out that 
was a protection, 
a way not to be 
overwhelmed. I 
realized that when I 
first came, I was like a 
block of ice gradually 
thawing and letting 
myself process things.

Volunteer with SALT
serve.mcccanada.ca
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Refugee 
Assistance 
Coordinator
Brian Dyck

Warehouse 
Coordinator
Gord Letkeman

Low German 
Mennonite Services 
Coordinator
Tina Fehr Kehler

Aboriginal 
Neighbours 
Coordinator
Norman Meade

Sam’s Place 
Manager
Jennifer Dijk

Material Resource 
Coordinator
Arthur Mann

Donor Relations 
Coordinator
Paul Friesen

Programs 
Assistant
Meron Mekonnen 
Geberu

Thrift Shop 
Coordinator
Agatha Fehr

Programs  
Director
Deborah Martin-
Koop

Voices for 
Non-Violence 
Coordinator
Virginia Froese

Journey to Justice 
Coordinator
Raquel Moran

Financial Services 
Coordinator
Rebecca Guderian

Peace 
Coordinator
Steve Plenert

Communications 
Associate
Kate Grisim

Human Resources 
Coordinator/
Office Manager
Tricia Prosser

Intl. Volunteer 
Exchange Program 
Coordinator
Ionka Hristozova

Communications 
and Donor 
Relations Director
Brad Reimer

Administrative 
Assistant
Andrea Lagasse

Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook



Worldwide Personnel by program location

225,017
kits shipped

2,258
sheets 
shipped

399,104
cans of meat 

shipped

68,361
quilts 

shipped

910
kg of  

bath soap 
shipped

Financials

BUDGETED INCOME FY 12/13

Cash gifts 17,858,229  

Gifts-in-kind 1,505,000 

Thrift shops 7,637,904 

Relief sales 1,780,000 

Grants  

Nongovernmental grants 447,890 

Governmental grants 5,750,335

Ten Thousand Villages 14,231,000 

Other income 3,281,590

Total income $52,491,948

BUDGETED EXPENSES FY 12/13

International program  

Africa 4,980,000 

Asia  3,226,000

Europe and the Middle East 1,512,000

Latin America and the Caribbean 3,147,000

Multiregion 11,718,000

Justice and peacebuilding 1,135,694

Material resources collection 691,545

Sustainable community development 2,158,325

Canadian program 

Justice and peacebuilding 2,503,134

Material resources collection 467,171

Sustainable community development 1,697,575

Ten Thousand Villages  14,587,000

Administration 5,478,432

Fundraising 2,872,135

Total expenses $56,174,011

188
U.S.

121
Latin

America

42
Europe

231
Asia

123
Africa

300
Canada375 

Service 
workers

630 
Salaried 
workers

1,005 Total



Altona

Austin

Brandon

Carman

Grunthal

MacGregor

Morris

Niverville

Portage la Prairie

Riverton

Steinbach

Winkler

Winnipeg

Plum Coulee

Clear Lake

Manitoba

Arborg

Starbuck

Offices/staff
Thrift shops   $ 2.79 million          1,900

Material resource centres
Plum Coulee   ❑ 7,786 620
Winnipeg   ❑ 13,914 860

Ten Thousand Villages
Relief sales
Brandon  $ 79,000
Morris  $ 81,000

Service workers / IVEP participants
Fundraisers
Cycle Clear Lake  $ 30,000
Golf Tournament  $ 38,000
Families Walking for Families & Penny Power  $ 24,000
Quilt Show  $ 16,000
Christmas Craft & Bake Sale   $ 8,500
Arborg Banquet  $ 9,600
Spring Banquet  $ 14,000

Meat canning   $ 99,000

Material resources
Volunteers

❑

Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook



$404,000
Administration

$1 million
Manitoba programs

$6.11 million
MCC Canada and overseas

$184,000
Events

$635,000
Communications 

and donor relations

$1.2 million
Canadian Foodgrains Bank

$250,000
Memorials

$1.31 million
Where needed most

$1.45 million
Designated

$2.79 million
Thrift shops

$400,000
Material aid

$534,000
Events$353,000

Fees, sales & grants

2012-13 Budgeted income

2012-13 Budgeted expenses

National and international support
MCC operates at the provincial, national and international level. 
The numbers above explain MCC Manitoba budgeted income and 
expenses. A portion of the funds raised by each provincial office 
also support MCC’s national and international work.

Due to publishing deadlines, actual income and expense figures 
for the fiscal year ending March 31 are not included in this report. 
However, those figures will be available June 1 at  
mccmanitoba.ca/about/annualreport

Budgeted expenses total 
$8,333,000

Budgeted income total 
$8,287,000 



What is Mennonite Central Committee? 
MCC is a charitable organization that partners  
with churches and community organizations 
worldwide to walk with people who  
are disadvantaged.

MCC supports activities that provide 
emergency assistance, reduce poverty 
and promote healthy communities, 
sustainable living and alternatives  
to violence.

It is a global ministry of Anabaptist 
churches in Canada and the U.S. 
which includes Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ. MCC envisions 
communities in harmony with 
God, one another and creation.

Relief, development and peace 
in the name of Christ

mccmanitoba.ca
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9
204.261.6381 or toll-free 1.888.622.6337


