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Joselito Chuvani, 3, gets a cool drink as Freddy Choque, 14, 
waters vegetables in the garden at the San Jose Social Centre. 
This MCC partner in Montero, Bolivia, provides training, 
workshops, healthy meals and school support.

50
YearsCelebrating



“ Staff and 
volunteers 

are our most 
precious resource 
in carrying out 
our mission.

Sharing God’s love and compassion
In Deuteronomy 4:9, the Hebrew people were instructed 
to teach their children about the acts of God in their 
history, evoking the curiosity of future generations and 
providing an incentive to review God’s work among 
them. At MCC Manitoba, we’re taking this seriously and 
engaging in a variety of activities to celebrate our 50th 
anniversary throughout 2014. It will be an exciting year 
of celebration!

The focus of our international program during recent months has been on 
the Typhoon Haiyan disaster response (over $900,000 received) and the 
Syria relief response ($223,000 to date).

In our provincial program we have restructured 
our Low German Mennonite Services due to 
a loss of government funding. Our Voices for Non-
Violence program has been advising in the matter 
of the apprehension of children from an orthodox 
Mennonite group in western Manitoba by Child and 
Family Services. Our Aboriginal Neighbours program 
has been engaged in a national program review and we have recently 
approved a new program purpose statement and draft five-year plan. 
Thrift shops are thriving with some paying off mortgages, some expanding 
and most experiencing sales growth.

Staff and volunteers are our most precious resource in carrying out our 
mission. This year we’ve hired seven new permanent or term staff members 
in our program work due to resignations, leaves, etc. We are anticipating 
another four hirings by June. We are blessed with a gifted and committed 
team of 25 servant leaders who daily pursue service “in the name of Christ.”

Ron Janzen, Executive Director, MCC Manitoba
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50
YearsCelebrating

Celebrating 50 years of caring  
in the name of Christ
In 2014, Mennonite Central Committee Manitoba is celebrating its 
50th anniversary! Millions of lives have been touched by the financial 
gifts, material gifts, volunteer hours and prayers that you’ve shared 
over the last half century.

We want you to join us in celebrating this year, because from the 
beginning, you have been essential to everything God has accomplished 
through MCC Manitoba. Keep an eye on our upcoming events — there will 
be plenty of opportunities for you to celebrate with us throughout the year.

This fall, a new play will be put on in several locations in the province that 
will explore the history of the organization. In November, a gala will serve 
as the culmination of our anniversary year.

Make sure you also stay tuned to Golden West  
radio stations this year, where you’ll hear a  
series of vignettes celebrating our history!

Watch for upcoming events 
mccmanitoba.ca/50  
or call 204-261-6381

After the 2004 tsunami, Manitobans contributed $3.2 million to MCC’s response efforts in Indonesia.



8
Ways  

to help

“ When we work 
together, great 

things come about.

– Genevieve 
Giesbrecht, 
Westgate student

Students take the lead  
on typhoon relief
Westgate peace club raises 
thousands for the Philippines

After Typhoon Haiyan struck the 
Philippines in November, the Peace and Justice 
Club at Westgate Mennonite Collegiate sprang 
into action. Their 
fundraising dinner, 
attended by roughly 
100 people, raised 
close to $7,000 for  
MCC’s relief efforts.

Staff, students and 
parents volunteered to 
bring groceries, sell tickets, 
check coats and more. Ron Janzen of MCC 
Manitoba and Gordon Janzen of Mennonite 
Church Canada both shared about the crisis.

The students who put on the fundraiser 
described how they’ve been encouraged by 
teachers at their school. “I’ve learned that raising 
funds and taking action is not as complicated as 
it seems,” said Maya Janzen, a grade 12 student.

Read about MCC’s Typhoon Haiyan response
mcccanada.ca/typhoon

1. Donate to MCC’s 
Syria Crisis 
campaign.

2. Make a hygiene 
or relief kit.

3. Find ways to 
decrease your 
impact on climate 
change.

4. Form a small 
group to learn 
about global 
conflicts.

5. Help at a meat 
canning event.

6. Volunteer at a 
relief sale.

7. Put on a 
fundraiser.

8. Cycle to work.

Maya Janzen and Genevieve Giesbrecht led the Peace and Justice Club at their 
school in raising close to $7,000 for MCC’s Typhoon Haiyan response.R
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Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook
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“ People 
shouldn’t have 

to live like this.

– Rita Hamdan

Shelter and supplies  
for Syrian refugees 
MCC response exceeds  
$14 million
 In Lebanon, where refugees from Syria now 
make up roughly one-fifth of the population, 
MCC is providing rent support to 350 families.
 Shelter is the 
primary need for those 
fleeing the conflict in 
Syria. “The homes 
are very basic and not 
originally built for winter,” 
says Rita Hamdan, director 
of Popular Aid for Relief and Development, an 
MCC partner. MCC received a grant from the 
Government of Canada to provide the funds for 
the rent support.
 In addition to the shelter assistance, another 
1,000 families are receiving essential items such 
as mattresses, blankets and hygiene supplies.
 Since the conflict in Syria began, MCC  
has spent over $14 million on assistance for  
those affected.

Learn more about MCC’s response  
to the Syria crisis
mcccanada.ca/syriacrisis

1. Providing 2,957 
Filipino families 
with shelter after 
Typhoon Haiyan.

2. Providing seeds 
and animal feed to 
316 families  
in Bolivia.

3. Providing support 
for Colombian 
refugees.

4. Reconstructing 
26 homes after 
Guatemalan  
earthquake.

5. Providing food 
and shelter aid in 
Eastern Congo.

6. Providing food 
assistance for 
1,500 families 
after flooding in 
India.

7. Purchasing 
materials for  
32 home repairs  
in Nepal. 

8. Providing 
emergency supplies 
to Syrian refugees.

9. Shipping 13,090 
school kits to 
Ethiopia.

10. Supporting mobile 
medical clinics in 
Ukraine.

This refugee settlement in Lebanon has many sheds that 
are not equipped for winter and flood with heavy rains.
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“ I was intrigued 
by learning more 

about the world, 
and the issues and 
injustices that many 
people face.

– Jonah Langelotz

Student awards  
help build leaders
Local students on course  
to contribute

MCC Manitoba’s new student awards 
are helping launch a new generation of relief, 
development and peace workers.

For Jonah Langelotz, in his third year of 
International Development Studies, school has 
been a formative experience. “I’m challenged to 
think through what 
development is … 
as an Anabaptist 
follower of Christ.”

The awards —
sponsored by MCC’s 
board, MCC alumni, 
the MCC Thrift Shop 
Network and corporate 
sponsors — are helping 
equip students like Jonah to contribute to relief, 
development and peace. “What continues to 
attract me in my studies is not the answers, but 
the questions.”

Learn about MCC Manitoba’s student awards
mccmanitoba.ca/studentawards

1. Become a Global 
Family sponsor.

2. Donate to an MCC 
water project.

3. Make an  
AIDS care kit  
or school kit.

4. Donate items  
to an MCC thrift 
shop.

5. Become a member 
at Sam’s Place.

6. Support your 
local thrift shop.

7. Shop at Ten 
Thousand Villages.

8. Subscribe 
to MCC’s 
Intersections 
to learn about 
development.
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At MCC Matters in November, Jonah Langelotz and the other recipients of MCCM 
student awards shared about their studies and their goals.

Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook
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“ People are saving 
time, because 

previously they 
were using a lot  
for fetching water.

– Mudymeni 
Mugande, head of 
Nkalange village

New access to water  
in Zimbabwe 
Supporting community efforts  
to build a dam
 To get water, Violet Mudimba used to walk 
an hour one way from her village of Nkalange, 
Zimbabwe. So when Kulima Mbobumi Training 
Centre (KMTC) mobilized the community to 
build a dam, Violet helped dig trenches, pack 
soil and carry rocks for the wall.
 More than 100 
people contributed 
labour to the dam in a 
food-for-work project. 
MCC partnered with 
KMTC to provide food and 
materials for the dam.
 By the end of the first 
rainy season there was 
more than 2.5 meters of 
water behind the wall. With 
new access to water for people and animals the 
quality of life in Nkalange has improved. “We 
are very thankful for the project, because we 
used to travel long distances,” said Mudimba.

Donate to MCC’s water projects  
donate.mcccanada.ca/project/give-water

1. Training 
Rwandan farmers 
in conservation 
agriculture.

2. Supporting 
reforestation and 
erosion control  
in Burundi.

3. Building dams 
and earth terraces 
in Afghanistan.

4. Providing cacao 
seeds in Colombia.

5. Supporting 
Global Family 
programs in over 
40 countries.

6. Promoting 
gardens and seed 
banks in India.

7. Training 26 
women in 
beekeeping  
in Iraq.

8. Supporting local 
food at Sam’s 
Place.

9. Welcoming 69 new 
and 13 returning 
Low German 
Mennonite families 
to Manitoba.

10. Offering 
scholarships to 
development 
students.

Violet Mudimba has more time for gardening and other 
work now that water is only a short walk from her home.
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“ These stories 
should be 

shouted from 
the mountain 
tops. They are 
about God 
providing hope.

– Ron Janzen

Bike ride promotes justice, 
thrift shops
Executive director puts rubber  
to the road

Last August, MCC Manitoba’s executive 
director Ron Janzen covered over 600 kilometres 
on his bicycle as MCC Manitoba launched 
a new initiative to raise awareness for local 
restorative justice work.

In a six-day series of rides called “Thrift 
Shop Re-Cycle: Journey for Justice,” Ron visited 
15 of the MCC thrift 
shops in the province, 
generating great public 
interest for local justice 
programs as well as the  
thrift shops.

The ride raised over 
$55,000 for restorative justice 
work. At each stop, Ron 
celebrated both the justice 
programs and the vital role of 
the thrift shops in their communities.

Read about plans for the 2014 edition of the 
Thrift Shop Re-Cycle
mccmanitoba.ca/re-cycle

1. Plan an event for 
International Day 
of Peace.

2. Organize a  
peace walk.

3. Pray for people in 
prison who want 
to reconnect with 
their families.

4. Share a book about 
peacebuilding with 
your book club.

5. Participate in 
the Purple Night 
Lights Campaign.

6. Host an IVEPer.

7. Advocate for 
peace issues.

8. Follow MCC’s 
Ottawa Office 
blog.
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Ron Janzen, Executive Director of MCC Manitoba, arrives at the Kildonan MCC Thrift 
Shop in Winnipeg on his bike during “Thrift Shop Re-Cycle: Journey for Justice.”

Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook
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“ We need to 
remember there 

were victims on 
all sides.

– Tamara Šmidling

Sharing memories can 
contribute to lasting peace
Project encourages public 
discussion on victims of conflict
 Tamara Šmidling says damaged buildings 
and scarred sidewalks are still evident in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. But the most enduring impact 
of past wars is the ethnic divisions.
 “We have a lot of discussion about our 
own victims,” Šmidling says. “But we need to 
recognize there were victims on all sides.”
 Šmidling is Program Coordinator of the 
Peace Academy Foundation (PAF) in Sarajevo. 
With funding from 
Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC), 
PAF is implementing 
“The Culture of 
Remembering.”
 Initially, the project 
will bring together people 
from three communities to discuss how sharing 
memories can contribute to lasting peace. 
Eventually, the goal is to find and publicize 
memorial sites to encourage public discussion.

Learn more about MCC’s peace projects
mcccanada.ca/peace

1. Providing peace 
education materials 
for Sunday school 
teachers in Ethiopia.

2. Integrating 
peacebuilding 
into community 
development work 
in Afghanistan.

3. Promoting 
teamwork and 
non-violence with 
young adults in 
the West Bank.

4. Supporting 
conflict prevention 
in Colombia.

5. Producing new 
resource about 
dealing with 
pornography.

6. Building bridges 
through IVEP.

7. Hosting peace 
events at Sam’s 
Place.

8. Participating in 
the Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission.

9. Hosting events 
about food 
consumption and 
production.

10. Facilitating 
interfaith dialogue.

The impact craters of mortar rounds are filled with red resin 
on Sarajevo sidewalks. They are known as “Sarajevo roses.”
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More than just work experience
David Dyck volunteers with Bob Wieler and others at the MCC Furniture Thrift 
Store on Keewatin Street.

David Dyck started at the thrift shop to fulfill a school requirement, 
but something has kept him coming back every week. “It’s a good 
community of people, and it feels good to be helping MCC,” he 
reflects. “I feel connected to the wider MCC community, just 
knowing that every sale we make helps MCC help someone.” 
David often works together with Bob, 46 years his senior, and has a 
hard time choosing what he likes best about volunteering. “I’d have 
to call it a tie between the great people there, and how much I learn.”

Volunteer at an MCC thrift shop
thrift.mcc.org/volunteer

Shining a purple light on abuse
Sherrie Winstanley participated in the Purple Light Nights 
Campaign in November, raising awareness and showing 
support for victims of domestic violence.

“I displayed the purple lights around my office 
windows. Where I work, I come across people 
who are living in the cycle of violence. There were 
questions about why purple and not red and green 
when it was so close to Christmas! I was able to 
counsel several women and provide referral 
information. My sons knew what I was doing and 
this has led to some excellent discussions.”

Learn about local abuse prevention work 
mccmanitoba.ca/vnv

Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook

Let
your
light
shine



Children are 
like blooming 
flowers
Soma Chakraborty is  
a teacher at a school  
in Kolkata, India.

I see my classroom 
as a garden. My 
students are from six 
to 10 years old. They 
have lots of problems. 
But when they come 
to our schools, our 
loving schools, they 
are blooming like 
flowers. We give  
as much as we can.  
I am cultivating  
these beautiful 
flowers so they 
can serve their 
communities  
as beautiful  
human beings.

Learn more about 
MCC’s work in India 
in the fall 2013 issue 
of A Common Place
acommonplace.
mcccanada.ca

Service workers
1. James & Joan Alty
2. Joanna Hiebert 

Bergen & Daniel 
Bergen

3. Suzanne Braun & 
Aaron Janzen

4. Kathryn Deckert
5. Doug & Naomi 

Enns
6. Carolyne & 

Gordon Epp-
Fransen

7. Kendelle Fawcett
8. Rachelle Friesen
9. James & Jessica Frey
10. Isbrand & Martha 

Hiebert
11. Eric & Karmen 

Neta Levay 
12. Dawn & Ross 

Penner
13. Lydia & Menno 

Plett
14. Christy Reed
15. Rebekah Sears

SALTers
1. Matthew Allen
2. Leanne Dalke
3. David Epp 
4. Macey Friesen
5. Monica Neufeld
6. Jill Siemens

Manitobans 
volunteering 

overseas

Serving 
internationally
Eric and Kathy Fast 
recently returned from a 
five-year term as MCC 
Representatives in Zambia.

We worked with the 
Brethren in Christ 
Church’s Compassionate 
Ministries as they cared 
for HIV/AIDS patients 
and supported widows 
and orphans through 
programs like food 
security, income-
generating projects, 
and assistance with 
school fees and 
uniforms. We saw the 
devastating long-term 
impact of AIDS, and 
the growth and 
relevance of the 
church in society, and 
we left Africa with a 
sense of optimism.  
It’s exciting to 
participate in building 
God’s kingdom here 
on earth.

Serve with MCC
serve.mcc.org
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Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook

Thrift Shop 
Coordinator
Agatha Fehr

Warehouse 
Coordinator
Gord Letkeman

Material Resource 
Coordinator
Arthur Mann

Programs 
Assistant
Meron Mekonnen 
Geberu

Financial Services 
Assistant
Andrea Lagasse

Intl. Volunteer 
Exchange Program 
Coordinator
Ionka Hristozova

Communications 
and Donor 
Relations Director
Brad Reimer

Journey to Justice 
Coordinator
Raquel Moran

Refugee Program 
Associate
Arisnel Mesidor

Sam’s Place 
Manager
Jennifer Dijk

Refugee 
Assistance 
Coordinator
Brian Dyck

Peace 
Coordinator
Steve Plenert

Financial Services 
Coordinator 
(Interim)
Carlee Friesen

Low German 
Mennonite Services 
Coordinator
Tina Fehr Kehler

Community 
Engagement and 
Events Coordinator
Christina Van Niekerk

Human Resources 
Coordinator/
Office Manager
Tricia Prosser

Communications 
Associate
David Turner

Aboriginal 
Neighbours 
Coordinator
Vincent Solomon

Programs  
Director
Deborah  
Martin-Koop

Voices for 
Non-Violence 
Coordinator
Virginia Froese



Worldwide

BUDGETED INCOME FY 13/14
Cash gifts   

Canada 17,659,297   
Gifts-in-kind 2,243,698 
Thrift shops 8,493,343 
Relief sales 1,657,800 
Grants  

Nongovernmental grants 783,926 
Governmental grants 6,751,019 

Ten Thousand Villages 10,790,000
Other income 3,615,228
Total income $51,994,311

BUDGETED EXPENSES FY 13/14
International program  

Africa 7,776,042 
Asia  3,823,958
Europe and the Middle East 1,659,375
Latin America and the Caribbean 4,251,092
Multiregion 10,585,534

Canadian program 
Justice and peacebuilding 4,517,035
Material resources collection 1,529,787
Sustainable community development 3,305,554

Ten Thousand Villages 11,487,000 
Administration 5,939,164
Fundraising 2,568,123
Total expenses $57,442,663

Personnel by program location

194
U.S.

197,620
kits shipped

3,183
sheets 
shipped

124
Latin

America/ 
Caribbean

38
Europe/
Middle 
East

205
Asia121

Africa

317
Canada

377 Service workers  622 Salaried workers
Total: 999

439,464
cans of meat 

shipped

54,968
quilts 

shipped

2,106
kg of  

bath soap 
shipped

Financials 
MCC operates at the provincial, national and international 
level. These numbers represent budgeted Canadian income 
and expenses for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2014.

Actual income and expense figures for the fiscal year  
were not available when this report went to print.  
However, the actual year-end figures are available  
at mcccanada.ca/annualreport.

MCC Canada and MCC U.S. both contribute to MCC’s 
international program. Numbers in this report only reflect 
MCC in Canada’s contribution to MCC’s international work.



Altona

Austin

Brandon

Carman

Grunthal

MacGregor

Morris

Niverville

Portage la Prairie

Riverton

Steinbach

Winkler

Winnipeg

Plum Coulee

Clear Lake

Manitoba

Starbuck

Offices/staff
Thrift shops 
$ 3.52 million

Material resource centres
Plum Coulee  ❑ $ 10,496  351
Winnipeg  ❑ $ 15,380  903

Ten Thousand Villages
Relief sales
Brandon  $ 67,000 (net)
Morris  $ 62,000 (net)

Fundraisers
Thrift Shop Re-Cycle  $ 57,000
Golf Tournament  $ 38,000
Cycle Clear Lake  $ 33,000
Concerts  $ 30,000
Families Walking for Families & Penny Power  $ 29,000
Quilt Show and Plant Sale  $ 20,000
Christmas Craft & Bake Sale  $ 11,000

Meat canning
$ 103,000

Material resources
Volunteers

❑


Find us at mccmanitoba.ca and on Facebook



$1.3 million
Canadian Foodgrains Bank

$300,000
Memorials

$1.51 million
Where needed most

$1.55 million
Designated

$3.24 million
Thrift shops

$350,000
Material aid in kind

$321,500
Events

$532,100
Fees, sales & grants

$466,900
Administration

$1.37 million
Manitoba programs

$6.9 million
MCC Canada and overseas

$363,600
Communications 

and donor relations

TOTAL: $9.1 million

TOTAL: $9.1 million

2013-14 Budgeted income for  
MCC Manitoba

2013-14 Budgeted expenses 
for MCC Manitoba

National and international support
MCC operates at the provincial, national and international level. The 
numbers above explain MCC Manitoba budgeted income and expenses.  
A portion of the funds raised by each provincial office also support MCC’s 
national and international work.

Due to publishing deadlines, actual income and expense figures for the 
fiscal year ending March 31 are not included in this report. However, those 
figures will be available June 1 at mccmanitoba.ca/about/annualreport.



What is Mennonite Central Committee? 
MCC is a charitable organization that partners with 
churches and community organizations worldwide to 
walk with people who are disadvantaged.

MCC supports activities that provide emergency 
assistance, reduce poverty and promote healthy 
communities, sustainable living and alternatives  
to violence.

It is a global ministry of Anabaptist churches in 
Canada and the U.S. which includes Mennonite  
and Brethren in Christ. MCC envisions  
communities in harmony with  
God, one another and creation.

Relief, development and peace  
in the name of Christ

mccmanitoba.ca
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9
204.261.6381 or toll-free 1.888.622.6337


