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Issa Sadi Ebombolo, director of school peace clubs 
in Kanyama and Chibolya, and his daughter Faraja 
outside their home in Lusaka, Zambia.
(MCC photo/Matthew Zylstra Sawatzky)

Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ



Marg Rempel of RempelCo Acres Ltd. illustrates with a brown egg and a white egg how consumer 
assumptions and labeling are sometimes frustrating to farmers. (Photo: CMU/Brad Langendoen)

Absence of 

relationships 

has created a 

vast disconnect 

between farmer 

and eater. If 

there was a close 

relationship 

between producer 

and consumer, 

[people] would 

produce and eat 

differently.
 – Conrad Zacharias of 
Rhineland

Doug Dyck operates an 850-hectare mixed grain farm near 
Plum Coulee with his brother-in-law and nephew, where he 
faces two realities: that of the wonderful, intergenerational, 
diverse nature of farming life, and that of rising fuel and 
machinery costs, which have increased tenfold while the price 
of wheat has barely doubled since 1972.

“I am concerned about the viability of this farming method for 
my nephew into the future,” Dyck told more than 100 people 
gathered at Winkler Bergthaler Church on March 21 to hear 
what he and four other Manitoba Mennonite farmers had to 
say about food, faith and the land. “I have heard the phrase 
‘fair trade’ or ‘fair price’ frequently in the past 10 years … but 
I have never heard it being discussed as it relates to the North 
American producer.”

“Germinating Conversations” was the first of two listening 
events planned by Mennonite Central Committee Manitoba, 
A Rocha Prairie Canada, and Canadian Mennonite University 
(CMU) at which farmers were given the opportunity to 
explain their practices and their challenges to urban eaters. 
Kenton Lobe, one of the event organizers and an instructor in 
international development and environmental studies at CMU, 
said the goal of the meeting was “to help residents in town 
and urban settings understand better the range of issues and 
concerns confronting those who grow food for a living. True 
understanding starts with good listening.”

– reprinted from Canadian Mennonite April 16, 2012 issue



Working together

For MCC Manitoba as well as for the broader MCC, fiscal 
year 2011-2012 has been a year of transition. Fortunately 
God has blessed MCC Manitoba with a solid board, a 
clear understanding of its mission and bold faith. We had 
already reaffirmed MCC’s long-standing and threefold 
mission of disaster relief, community development and 
peace-building in the New Wine/New Wineskins (NWS) 
process. We had also adopted a more complete statement 
of faith for MCC, the “Shared Convictions of Global 
Anabaptists.” In the past fiscal year we agreed to new 
covenants between MCC Canada and MCC U.S. and among 
the MCCs in Canada, which restructured the partnership 
and administration at the bi-national and national levels.

Furthermore, we updated our values and operating 
principles. “Caring for creation” and “dismantling 
oppression” (e.g. based on racism) are now stated more 
explicitly in our operating principles. 

The major transition for our programs was the full and 
successful transfer of MCC Manitoba’s several restorative 
justice programs (Circles of Support and Accountability, 
El’dad Ranch, FASD and Open Circle) to the new agency 
MCC created to continue and expand them: Initiatives 
for Just Communities. With the offices of most MCC 
Manitoba programs now established at 159 Henderson 
Highway above Sam’s Place and with creative planning by 
staff, this location is increasingly financially viable and a 
hub of MCC activity.

– Peter Rempel, Executive Director, MCC Manitoba

I am fi lled with gratitude for the many 

donors who contribute funds; for the 

volunteers who give time, energy and 

ideas at thrift shops, material aid 

centres, relief sales and other fundraising 

efforts for MCC; and for the partners and 

recipients around the world who transform 

our assistance for the welfare of their 

families and communities.
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PEACE & JUSTICE
Ten Thousand Villages 

tenthousandvillages.ca

Restorative Justice 

mcccanada.ca/restorativejustice

Peace program 

mccmanitoba.ca/programs/peace

Journey to Justice 

mccmanitoba.ca/programs/journeytojustice

Initiatives for Just Communities 

initiativesjc.org

On Friday, November 11, 2011, MCC Peace Program Coordinator Steve Plenert organ-
ized a “flash mob for peace” event at The Forks Market. About 100 people scattered 
throughout the upper and lower levels to observe a minute of silence at 1:11. Then, at 
1:12, participants sang “Freedom is Coming” while the peace banner (a large blowup 
of the peace button) was hung from the upper balcony. The Winnipeg Free Press 
covered the event and quoted Katherine Hogue, a participant in the event, as saying, 
“When my children were little, they used to ask me what I wanted and I would say, 
‘world peace.’ We live in hope.”

Participants barely fazed Remembrance Day shoppers and, once the last “freedom is 
coming, oh yes it is” died out, people could only be identified as having participated by 
the orange peace buttons attached to their jackets and bags. The motto on the button, 
“to remember is to work for peace,” seemed especially apt in those few minutes.

MCC’s peace banner hangs from the upper balcony of The Forks Market in Winnipeg. 
(Photo: Janet Plenert) 



This event was 

made possible by 

the people who 

attended. I only 

hope its simplicity 

spoke volumes 

to those who 

witnessed it.

– Steve Plenert

1. Volunteer with Journey to Justice or Initiatives 

for Just Communities.

2. Buy fair trade at Ten Thousand Villages.

3. Pray for incarcerated individuals who are 

attempting to reconnect with family.

4. Take on a local or international peace initiative 

in your school, workplace, or as a family.

5. Attend MCC peace events.

1. Urging the government to direct resources to 
local restorative justice initiatives.

2. Advocating for ways to hold mining companies 
accountable to higher environmental standards.

3. Creating awareness of the challenges faced by 
families affected by incarceration.

4. Hosting visiting Ten Thousand Villages artisan 
partners from Nepal, India and Mauritius.

5. Sharing our faith at the Youth Interfaith 
Conference.

6. Bringing Journey to Justice community 
volunteers together with prisoners from Stony 
Mountain for the first time.

7. Hosting numerous successful Peace Program 
events throughout Winnipeg and Manitoba.

8. Partnering with Sam’s Place to host a 
Department of Peace discussion.

9. Encouraging discussion within the peace and 
justice community on the omnibus crime bill C-10. 

10. Co-sponsoring the book launch of an author’s 
story of crime, compassion, forgiveness and 
healing.

5WAYS TO HELP

10 HIGHLIGHTS



FOOD, WATER & 
EMERGENCIES

Food, Disaster & Material Resources 

mcccanada.ca/food

Water 

mcccanada.ca/water

Material Resource Centres 

mccmanitoba.ca/programs/mrc

Until a year ago, Reham, her husband Jamal, and their three young children lived a 
middle-class life in Dir’a, Syria. The barber shop and beauty salon that Jamal owned 
and operated employed several people. However, when the Syrian government tried to 
repress anti-government protests, the beauty centre was bombed and later their house 
was also destroyed. They fled to Mafraq, Jordan. Reham described this experience 
to Nada Zabaneh, Mennonite Central Committee Jordan program coordinator, when 
they met at a Caritas Jordan operations centre in Mafraq. Reham was registering for 
assistance from Caritas Jordan, a MCC partner and one of few Christian organizations 
working with Syrian refugees in the area.

With MCC funding, Caritas Jordan is providing supplemental formula and diapers to 
refugee families with infants. MCC’s support of Syrian refugees is part of an appeal 
MCC launched in March for $500,000 and relief kit donations.

Dr. Hazar Kaboshi, representing Caritas Jordan, speaks to Syrian refugee mothers with young 
children who are receiving formula and diapers funded by MCC. (MCC photo/Daryl Byler)



In these living 

situations, 

hygiene kits and 

relief kits are 

helpful. Any kind 

of distribution is 

important.

– Nada Zabaneh, 
MCC Jordan Program 
Coordinator

1. Donate to MCC’s account at Canadian 

Foodgrains Bank.

2. Make or donate a relief, hygiene, school, or 

infant care kit.

3. Volunteer at meat canning in Winkler.

4. Refl ect on the importance of water in daily life.

5. Get to know a local farmer.

1. Receiving over $16,300 from Manitobans for 
the Middle East Crisis appeal in March 2012.

2. Providing food assistance for 148,000 people 
affected by drought in Kenya and Ethiopia.

3. Shipping 6,298 relief kits to assist those 
affected in emergency situations worldwide.

4. Expanding conservation agriculture programs 
to Bolivia, Nicaragua, Honduras and Mexico.

5. Supporting construction of nearly 100 sand 
dams in Tanzania, Mozambique and Kenya.

6. Building food security in 20 countries through 
MCC’s account at Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

7. Promoting clean water through solar 
disinfection programs in Kenyan schools.

8. Shipping six loads from the Plum Coulee 
warehouse to Jordan, Iraq, Kenya, Ukraine 
and Nicaragua.

9. Distributing 9,051 blankets and 9,383 school 
kits from Manitoba on behalf of MCC.

10. Receiving over $1.38 million for the famine 
in East Africa since MCC sent out an appeal in 
summer 2011.  

5WAYS TO HELP

10HIGHLIGHTS



LOCAL & GLOBAL 
CONNECTIONS

Thrift Shops

thrift.mcc.org

Fundraising Activities 

mccmanitoba.ca/events

Refugee Assistance 

mccmanitoba.ca/programs/refugeeassistance

Sam’s Place 

samsplacebooks.com

During the past 40 years, MCC thrift shops in Canada and the U.S. have contributed 
$167 million to MCC. The opening of a small thrift shop in Altona on March 17, 1972 
marked the beginning of a network of thrift shops that has grown to 103 shops — 56 
in Canada and 57 in the U.S.

“This is unbelievable — our mustard seed has turned into a big tree and it is still 
growing,” exclaimed Linie Friesen, 90, one of the shop’s co-founders. The seemingly 
insignificant beginnings of MCC thrift shops and the steady growth reminds her of 
how the blessings of God can turn small contributions into miraculous growth.

Last year, the shops in Canada contributed $7.2 million to MCC. “When we work 
together we can help others,” said Friesen. “Every little bit counts — it all adds up. 
We can’t all be overseas workers for MCC but we can all help MCC.”

Sara Stoesz, left, and Linie Friesen, in the Altona MCC Thrift Shop which they helped start 40 
years ago.



What we need is 

a machine that 

will turn clothing 

into cash.

– John Hostetler,
director of MCC’s 
material resources, 
1972

1. Support MCC thrift shops across Manitoba.

2. Subscribe to A Common Place.

3. Cultivate friendships with refugees in your 

school, church, or workplace.

4. Sponsor a golfer, cyclist, or walker in one 

of MCC Manitoba’s fundraising events.

5. Advocate for refugee rights.

1. Supporting Colombian refugees in Ecuador 
through the Quito Mennonite Church.

2. Celebrating 40 years of thrift shops and 
contributions of $7.2 million to MCC.

3. Providing a “gateway” into MCC’s work in five 
provinces through 56 thrift shops.

4. Caring for creation through the recycling and 
reuse of goods in thrift shops.

5. Witnessing the tireless work of MCC staff and 
Mennonite churches in Colombia and Ecuador in 
supporting those who face death threats.  

6. Hosting numerous successful social justice 
awareness events at Sam’s Place.

7. Hiring a summer Youth Engagement and Skills 
Development Coordinator to work at Sam’s Place 
and in the community.  

8. Visiting churches in Manitoba to urge prayer and 
support for the work of MCC in Colombia.

9. Nurturing managerial growth in 16 Manitoba 
thrift shops.

10. Preparing for a thrift shop conference in Ohio in 
May 2012 to celebrate the 40th anniversary.

5WAYS TO HELP

10 HIGHLIGHTS



HEALTHY 
COMMUNITIES
HIV and AIDS 

aids.mcc.org

Abuse 

abuse.mcc.org

Low German Program 

mcccanada.ca/lowgerman

Indigenous Work 

mythperceptions.ca

Aboriginal Neighbours 

mccmanitoba.ca/programs/
aboriginalneighbours

Voices for Non-Violence 

mccmanitoba.ca/programs/vnv

Manitoba Low German 

Mennonite Services 

mccmanitoba.ca/programs/
lowgermanmennoniteservices

Francis Kalanzi was three years old and living with HIV when his grandmother, Milly 
Nakasujja, started taking care of him. Both of his parents had died of HIV-related 
illnesses. “I was very afraid that he would die too because he was so small and he was 
coughing up blood,” said Nakasujja. Over the years, they have received much-needed 
medical, educational and other assistance from Mengo Clinic, a MCC partner organiza-
tion in Kampala, Uganda. 

Francis is now 13 and in Grade 4. His grandmother, now 75, appreciates his help with 
selling eggs and other jobs. Both of them participate in a club at Mengo Clinic that 
organizes monthly meetings for youth living with HIV and their caregivers. This club 
gives Francis the opportunity to meet with counsellors who specialize in HIV and with 
other youth facing similar challenges in life.

Milly Nakasujja and grandson, Francis Kalanzi, receive assistance from MCC-supported programs 
in Kampala, Uganda.



I have hope 

for my future 

because I have 

brought this boy 

from a very bad 

condition.

– Milly Nakasujja

1. Attend workshops hosted by the Aboriginal 

Neighbours program.

2. Encourage people who are struggling with abuse 

to contact Voices for Non-Violence.

3. Host or attend an event on HIV/AIDS. 

4. Oppose racial discrimination in your community.

5. Find out more about Mexican Mennonites 

immigrating to Canada and Manitoba.

1. Distributing 21,501 hygiene kits worldwide.

2. Encouraging gender equality in HIV 
programming in Egypt through partner BLESS.

3. Operating a new library/thrift store/resource 
centre in La Honda Mennonite Colony in Mexico.

4. Distributing Geschichte der Mennoniten (Stories 
of Mennonites) in Low German schools.

5. Supporting a Canadian First Nations woman 
participating in a MCC-supported grassroots 
peacebuilding school in Bangalore, India.

6. Raising awareness of the healing from the 
traumas suffered in Indian Residential Schools.

7. Offering presentations, workshops, and support 
groups to promote healthy relationships and 
equip those who respond to abuse.

8. Hosting three workshops in Manitoba churches 
to encourage a stronger relationship between 
Aboriginal and Mennonite communities.

9. Encouraging dialogue between community and 
government about the Island Lake water crisis.

10. Welcoming 31 Low German Mennonite families/
single adults to Manitoba.

5WAYS TO HELP

10 HIGHLIGHTS



EDUCATION 
& SERVICE

Global Family 

globalfamily.mcccanada.ca

International Volunteer Exchange Program 

ivep.mcccanada.ca

Summerbridge 

mcc.org/serve/programs/summerbridge

Service Workers 

mcc.org/serve

SOOP 

soop.mcccanada.ca

SALT

salt.mcccanada.ca

YAMEN

yamen.mcccanada.ca

seed

seed.mcccanada.ca

What have I learned in my SALT placement in Indonesia? For starters, that junior high 
school students in Winnipeg and Kedung Penjalin have a lot in common. Regardless 
of living in a village, most of my classes involve students singing pop songs or jingles 
from TV commercials at random points, and paper airplanes are just as common here. 
I’ve found the church here to be incredibly similar to my church at home, except that 
my church here is much older. I have learned that people take priority, things can wait, 
and there is always time to spend with people. The main evening activity at my house 
is to sit outside and watch and talk to people passing by. And I have learned that when 
you change your idea of what productive is and just start following what others do, you 
end up with a lot of learning that you wouldn’t expect.

Why did I come here? I don’t think I am ever going to have a good answer because 
there are just so many reasons. But I know one thing—it’s not “just a village;” it’s a 
gorgeous place with amazing, welcoming people and, for one year, it’s my village.

Erica Entz (left, from Sterling Mennonite Fellowship, Winnipeg) and MCC Indonesia staff Tiya Sumihe.



The biggest thing 

I am learning here 

is that this isn’t a 

solo adventure. I 

am living here as 

part of a family, 

as part of a 

community.

– Erica Entz, 2011-2012 
SALT participant

1. Host an International Volunteer 

Exchange Program (IVEP) participant.

2. Sponsor a Global Family project.

3. Volunteer with SOOP.

4. Pray for SALTers throughout their terms.

5. Learn more about a country where MCC 

works.

1. Giving children with special needs access 
to quality education through Global Family.

2. Reducing school absences through water 
purification, sanitation and hygiene education.

3. Providing girls with access to education to 
encourage development of their full potential.

4. Benefi tting over 70,000 children with access to 
quality schooling through Global Family.

5. Bringing together 53 IVEP participants from 
27 countries at a conference in British Columbia.

6. Volunteering in six provinces and seven states in 
Canada and the U.S. through IVEP.

7. Hosting five IVEP participants in Manitoba and 
providing them with job placements.

8. Receiving six interested individuals for the IVEP 
term in fall 2012.

9. Matching three SALT participants with service 
opportunities in Indonesia, Lesotho and Rwanda.

10. Supporting 15 individuals/couples as 
international service workers from Manitoba.

5WAYS TO HELP

10HIGHLIGHTS
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Offices/staff
Thrift shops 
$ 1.57 million   1,850

Material resource centres
Plum Coulee 7,375 2,283
Winnipeg 13,595 3,267

Ten Thousand Villages
Relief sales
Brandon  $ 84,000
Morris  $ 85,000

Service workers/IVEP participants
Fundraisers
Spring Banquet (Winnipeg)  $ 26,000

Meat canning
$ 103,000

Material resources
Volunteers

q

q
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2011–12 INCOME

2011–12 EXPENSES

National and international support

During 2011, the MCCs in Canada changed their year ends from August 31 to 
March 31 to bring them in line with all MCCs in North America. This transition 
resulted in a one-time, shortened, seven month fiscal period. 

MCC operates at the provincial, national and international level. The numbers above 
explain MCC income and expenses in Manitoba for the seven month fiscal period. 

A portion of the funds raised by each provincial office also support MCC’s national 
and international work. Due to publishing deadlines, MCC Canada actual income 
and expense figures for the fiscal period ending March 31, 2012 will be available at 
mcccanada.ca/annualreport by June 30. The MCC Manitoba annual report can be 
found at mccmanitoba.ca/about/annualreport.

Canadian Foodgrains Bank
$1.35 million

Fees, sales & grants
$213,000

Thrift shops
$1.57 million

Material Aid
$215,000

Events
$287,000

Designated
$1.76 million

Where needed most
$929,000

Administration
$262,000

Resource generation
$495,000

Manitoba programs 
$430,000

MCC Canada & overseas
$4.96 million

Memorials
$403,000

Events
$243,000



What is Mennonite Central Committee?
MCC is a non-profit relief, development and peace agency with more 
than 1,000 workers around the world. It is a ministry of Anabaptist 
churches which includes Mennonites and Brethren in Christ. 
In Canada, MCC operates at both a provincial and national level.

Purpose
MCC shares God’s love and compassion for all in the name of Christ 
by responding to basic human needs and working for peace and justice. 
MCC envisions communities worldwide in right relationship with God, 
one another and creation.
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Learn more or volunteer

mccmanitoba.ca  I  204.261.6381  I  1.888.622.6337
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3T 5K9

1. Make kits or blankets 

mcccanada.ca/kits

2. Find a relief sale in your area

reliefsales.mcccanada.ca/date

3. Visit thrift shops in your area

thrift.mcccanada.ca/shop/canada

4. Order A Common Place magazine

acommonplace.mcccanada.ca

5. Work or serve with MCC

mcc.org/serve

6. Donate

donate.mcccanada.ca

6 WAYS TO CONNECT


