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IVEPers Bonika Eab of Cambodia (left) and Halenda Angelia 
of Indonesia attend the mid-year retreat in Saskatchewan in 
mid-February 2013. As daycare workers, Bonika volunteers at 
Regina Open Door Society and Halenda in Akron, Pa.



“ The only ones 
among you who 

will be really happy 
are those who will 
have sought and 
found how to serve. 

– Albert Schweitzer

Dancing on the prairies
Colourful costumes. Flavourful traditional foods from 
many nations. Animated conversations. Voices filled with 
praise to our God.

This is how 43 young adults from 23 nations led worship 
at the International Volunteer Exchange Program mid-
year conference. Oh yes, and there was dancing!

The words of the psalmist took on new meaning. “Let us 
praise his name with dancing” (Psalm 149:3). From the traditional waltz 
to line dancing, praising God is both energetic and 
profoundly meaningful.

Whether volunteering at Kids Club, packing kits 
or tying blankets, youth and young adults bring  
energy to MCC work.

MCC Global Family offers community-based 
education. Mariana Rivera, a volunteer teacher,  
came to Saskatchewan this past year to tell us about a 
Global Family supported school for developmentally delayed children in 
Mexico. Children are learning to read and communicate more effectively, 
she reports. Some have now been welcomed back to family gatherings.

MCC engagement with youth continues to grow. Participants at the 
Ottawa Seminar, at youth conferences, in the Bethany College Social 
Justice class and in Chalo (urban plunge) activities on Appleby Drive give 
us hope for the future.

Our carefully learned dance steps imitate the footsteps of Jesus.  
God be praised.

Claire Ewert Fisher, Executive Director, MCC Saskatchewan
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MCC teacher/mentors Natasha and Ingo Ulbricht with Grade 1 teacher Mrs. Mweetwa at 
Hamoonde Primary School.

Bruno Baerg, former MCCS Executive Director, and his wife, Lois, are 
now serving with MCC as Area Directors for Southern Africa. They live in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, and travel throughout the area. Bruno shares 
this story:  

Joy in learning math
Over the past five years, MCC in southern Africa has engaged with 21 
pre-schools and 23 primary and/or secondary schools to improve their 
learning environments. One unique approach has been the development of 
a teacher/mentor program in Zambia designed to improve the quality of 
teaching.

After one of the workshops, the deputy head teacher from Hamoonde 
(a Global Family school) said, “When I learned math as a pupil, it was a 
stern no-nonsense business. There was beating if you did not pay enough 
attention or did not get the answers right, and the problems were very 
detached from everyday life, so almost everyone I know developed a deep 
aversion against math. That carried on with most of us until college. This 
workshop was very different for me, because there was joy in learning math.”

If a teacher can find joy in learning and teaching math, imagine the impact 
this will have on their students.



8
Ways  

to help

“ What we need 
is a machine 

that will turn 
clothing into 
cash!

– MCC Material 
Aid Director  
John Hostetler, 
1971

20-30-40-year celebrations 
in thrift
Supporting MCC through 
blankets and thrift sales

Each year in Lanigan, Saskatchewan, a 
group of volunteers joins manager Marianne 
Patzer at the Community Gift & Thrift store to 
quilt, sort clothes, and dedicate their time and 
energy to support the work of MCC. Since the 
idea to open a store first formed in 1982, many 
hands have sewed over 4,000 blankets and 
generated approximately $400,000 for the work 
of MCC. 2012 saw a year of celebration as the 
small community store rejoiced in the work of 
the larger thrift network 
(40 years), the store (30 
years) and the faithful 
dedication of its manager 
(20 years). All eyes are on 
the future as the store looks 
to ring in 2014 with a new 
building, hoping to further 
their ability to support MCC 
financially.

Shop at a MCC thrift store
thrift.mcc.org

1. Donate to MCC’s 
food programs 

2. Make a MCC 
blanket or  
relief kit

3. Volunteer at the 
nearest MCC 
thrift store

4. Cycle to work

5. Downsize your 
house and donate 
furniture to a 
thrift store

6. Host or attend a 
MCC soup and 
pie fundraiser

7. Teach young 
adults how to 
make blankets

8. Volunteer at  
a relief sale

Erica Baerwald (left), MCCS Thrift Coordinator, recognizes Marianne Patzer for her 
years of service as manager of Community Gift & Thrift in Lanigan, Saskatchewan.R
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Find us at mccsk.ca and on Facebook
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“ The communities 
in this area 

are known for 
welcoming anyone 
in need.

– Chris Ewert

MCC supports $1.3 M  
food assistance in Syria 

The needs are expected to 
continue well into 2013

A $1.3 million response is providing 5,000 
Syrian families, displaced by fighting, with 
monthly food baskets for five months.

This response, through MCC’s account at 
the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, assists families 
in the Qalamoun area where a population of 
35,000 is sharing their homes and resources 
with more than 90,000 people.

“This food 
assistance is critical 
to not only carry 
vulnerable families 
through the particularly 
difficult winter months 
ahead, but to also provide 
some respite to a host 
community that has given 
to the point of sacrifice,” says Chris Ewert, 
MCC’s coordinator of this response.

MCC’s response also includes $500,000 for 
other projects in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon.

Read more about the Syria crisis
mcccanada.ca/syriacrisis

1. Rebuilding and 
repairing homes 
in Haiti

2. Giving displaced 
people in 
Colombia the 
opportunity to 
raise chickens

3. Providing canned 
meat in 14 
orphanages in 
North Korea

4. Providing food 
baskets, medicine 
and fuel in Syria

5. Supporting 
mobile medical 
clinics in Ukraine

6. Meeting needs of 
Somali refugees 
in Ethiopia

7. Shipping 6,359 
comforters made 
by Sask. supporters

8. Meeting recipients 
of relief supplies 
in Tanzania

9. Enjoying supper 
on the field while 
harvesting a CFGB 
Growing Project’s 
field of wheat

10. Weaving 109 rugs 
from recycled 
fabrics to raise 
$3,000

These children and their families have found safety in the 
Qalamoun region of Syria.
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“ If we have no 
peace, it is because 

we have forgotten 
that we belong to 
each other.

– Mother Teresa

A week of winter in 
Saskatchewan!
Global Christian fellowship 
through international exchange

The young adults who dedicate a year to 
voluntary service with MCC’s International 
Volunteer Exchange Program live with local 
host families 
during their stay. 
They get to know 
their Canadian/U.S. 
communities and form 
close bonds with other 
participants, creating 
a network of friends 
all over the world. The 
friendships bridge gaps of stereotypes, world 
views and cultures.

In a week-long conference in February, this 
year’s IVEP participants explored elements of 
cultural exchange, anti-racism and conflict 
transformation. They also had the chance to 
enjoy authentic winter activities, warmly wrapped 
in scarves knit by grandmother Mary Loewen.

International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP)
ivep.mcc.org

1. Host an IVEPer

2. Tax your family’s 
water use for a 
week and donate 
the total to a 
water project

3. Sponsor a refugee 
family

4. Sponsor a Global 
Family project

5. Come and learn 
at a MCC Brown 
Bag Lunch

6. Borrow toolkits 
on water, food, 
HIV and AIDS

7. Raise funds for a 
local MCC project

8. Participate in a 
Work and Learn 
Team
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Forty-three IVEP participants, representing 23 countries, gathered for a 
conference in February in Saskatoon in one of the snowiest winters on record.

Find us at mccsk.ca and on Facebook
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“ It is a good idea 
because there 

are information 
gaps in both 
generations.

– Dinah John, 17

Learning about HIV  
in Tanzania
Sharing and learning through art, 
music, drama and presentations

Female students in secondary schools 
represent one of the highest risk groups for new 
infections of HIV in Tanzania. Tears flow freely 
at Binti Mama (daughter mother) gatherings as 
mothers and their teenage daughters talk openly 
about HIV and healthy lifestyles.

“They dance, sing, eat and share stories of 
what happened to them,” says Salome Lally, a 
program coordinator 
at Mwangaza 
Education for 
Partnerships. “People 
cry a lot when others  
tell their stories.”

The gatherings are led 
by an intergenerational 
team of students, teachers 
and women who have participated in MCC-
supported training. Each training team consists 
of 12 women—six students, two teachers and 
four women from a local congregation.

Make an AIDS Caregiver kit
mcc.org/kits/aids

1. Supplying water 
tanks and latrines 
in Haiti

2. Building awareness 
of HIV and AIDS  
in Tanzania

3. Providing better 
access to water  
in Bolivia

4. Increasing food 
production in 
Tanzania through 
conservation 
agriculture

5. Improving access 
to drinking water 
in Nepal

6. Teaching urban 
agriculture skills 
to indigenous and 
newcomer youth

7. Welcoming 
refugee families 
from Myanmar 
and Ethiopia

8. Including summer 
staff, internships 
in Sask. programs

9. Itinerating 
Mariana Rivera, 
Global Family 
program, Mexico

10. Hosting Global 
education 
activities at the 
MCC Centre

Dinah John (left) and Angel Mathew are part of an 
intergenerational team of women learning and sharing 
information about HIV and AIDS in Arusha, Tanzania.
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“ The road we 
travel is equal 
in importance 

to the destination 
we seek. There 
are no shortcuts. 

– Justice Murray 
Sinclair

Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission
Saskatchewan national event

For four days in early summer, Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous people gathered in Saskatoon 
to participate in the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada (TRC) focused on Indian 
Residential Schools. Approximately 4,000 people 
visited each day, 
attending ceremonies, 
truth sharings, 
educational activities, 
cultural performances and 
reconciliation sessions. 

Many MCC constituents 
graciously gave volunteer 
hours to support the events as 
well as to witness and listen 
to the profound memories of residential school 
survivors and their families. Claire Ewert Fisher 
(MCCS) and Jerry Buhler (Mennonite Church 
Saskatchewan) shared a statement of repentance 
and commitment to walk with Indigenous peoples 
on the journey of healing and reconciliation.

Learn more 
mythperceptions.ca

1. Support the Spruce 
River Folkfest

2. Volunteer with 
Circles of Support 
and Accountability

3. Create craft kits at 
Appleby Kids Club

4. Provide snacks at 
Appleby Youth 
Club

5. Donate to the 
Youth Leadership 
Fund

6. Learn more about 
creation care at 
nowastewednes-
days.com

7. Shop at Ten 
Thousand Villages

8. Check out myth- 
perceptions.ca
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TRC Commissioners and representatives from church and community 
organizations at the Call to Gather on June 24, 2012.

Find us at mccsk.ca and on Facebook
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“ Peace is loving 
your neighbour 

as yourself. 

– Savia Tete

Pursuing peace amidst 
scars of war 

Peace committees help resolve 
conflicts at the community level

South Sudan, which gained independence 
from Sudan in July 2011, is still reeling from 
decades of civil war that left two million people 
dead and displaced four million more.

In the midst of poverty and scars of 
war, people struggle to rebuild their lives. 
Recognizing the tensions, the Sudan Council 
of Churches, with support from MCC, 
has established peace committees in 10 
communities.

“Before the war 
we all lived together 
peacefully but during 
the war we experienced 
different things,” says  
peace committee member 
Savia Tete. “We have come back home with 
different mentalities and ways of thinking.  
That creates a lot of misunderstandings. It is  
my ambition to bring people back together.”

View the photo gallery
mcccanada.ca/stories/galleries/moving-forward-
peace

1. Enabling youth to 
make short films 
in Serbia

2. Attending youth 
peace activities in 
China

3. Developing a 
peace curriculum 
in Zambia

4. Supporting Cycling 
for Peace to build 
trust in Lebanon

5. Training community 
peacebuilders in 
Sudan and South 
Sudan

6. Enabling an MB 
Church Leaders 
Learning Tour to 
Colombia

7. Teaching a Social 
Justice class at 
Bethany College

8. Supporting 
students to attend 
the Ottawa and 
UN seminars

9. Providing boys 
soccer and girls 
volleyball camps 
to Indigenous and 
newcomer children

10. Honouring 
Restorative Justice 
practitioners who 
are retiring

From left, Grace Kide, Savia Tete and Betty Dudu laugh 
during a peace committee meeting in the Opari district.
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Weaving rugs for MCC
Bill Siemens weaves old jeans into rugs at the MCC Saskatchewan Centre  
in Saskatoon. Four pairs of jeans make one rug.

When I see a tall gentleman wearing jeans, I think those jeans 
would make nice long strips for weaving. I started weaving rugs 
for MCC in 2004 when I was a volunteer at an MCC thrift shop 
in Saskatoon that had a loom and lots of used blue jeans. I grew 
up hearing stories of how my mother’s family and other families  
in Ukraine and Russia had been saved from starvation when  
they received emergency food assistance through MCC.  
We were helped and in return I want to help others.

Volunteer at a material resource centre
mccsk.ca/materialresources

Kids Club volunteer
Jolene (Driedger) Peters, 26, has volunteered at Appleby 
Kids Club since 2005.

Volunteering at Kids Club brings me joy. I was 
in foster care as a child. I have lived with my 
current family since I was three years old and 
have experienced the joy of having parents who 
love me. I want to share that love with others. 
Kids Club reminds me of what Jesus said in the 
Bible—‘Let the little children come unto me’.

Volunteer in Saskatchewan
mccsk.ca/volunteer-saskatchewan

Find us at mccsk.ca and on Facebook



Sharing skills 
in Juba
Mustafa Atrima, Joyce 
Dudu and Florence Ayikoru 
teach tailoring skills at 
the Episcopal Church of 
Sudan’s Mothers’ Union 
tailoring project.

Florence Ayikoru: I 
coordinate a tailoring 
project for women in 
Juba, South Sudan. I 
feel so good about 
what we are doing. We 
are changing lives. 
Many of our graduates 
are single; others are 
married with little or 
no help from their 
husbands. Tailoring is 
something they can do 
as they look after their 
families. Without 
MCC, we could not 
have this project. That 
is why I say that MCC 
is the heart of God in 
the heart of Africa.

Meet the women in the 
project
mcccanada.ca/stories/
mustardseeds/south-
sudan-mothers-union

Service workers
1. Miriam Harder, 

Conservation 
Agriculture 
Consultant

2. Rachelle Friesen, 
Peace Development 
Worker

3. Bruno and Lois 
Baerg, Southern 
Africa Associate 
Directors

4. Kathi and Rod 
Suderman and 
family, MCC 
Co-Representatives 
for China

5. Rick and Jacquie 
Block and family, 
Community 
Development

6. Jeff and Arda 
DeHaan and family, 
Agricultural 
Project Officer 
(Jeff); Planning, 
Monitoring, 
Evaluation & 
Reporting officer 
(Arda)

Sask. 
volunteers 
overseas

Volunteer  
with MCC
Miriam Harder is from 
Clavet, Saskatchewan.

I coordinate 
conservation 
agriculture research 
trials with MCC 
partners in arid regions 
of Mexico, Honduras 
and Nicaragua. After 
visiting fields and 
gathering data, I enjoy 
sitting down with 
farmers for a cool 
drink and conversation 
about their lives in 
general and the farming 
practices specific to the 
region. I also have the 
privilege of building 
relationships with the 
MCC teams across the 
region; they host me 
and help me interpret 
each new context. 

Read more about 
Miriam in the spring 
2013 issue of  
a Common Place
acommonplace. 
mcccanada.ca 
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Back row:

Heather Peters – Restorative Justice Coordinator
Myriam Ullah – Community Engagement Coordinator
Kaytee Edwards – Community Engagement Coordinator (interim)
Claire Ewert Fisher – Executive Director
Jake Friesen – Administrative Services Director
Dave Pauls – Donor Relations
Del Lennea – Building Maintenance/Material Resources Coordinator
Lois Mierau – Reception and Data Entry

Front row:

Carmen Epp – Assistant Accountant
Dorothy Bartel – Resource Development Director
Rebecca Davies – Bethany College intern in Community Engagement
Erica Baerwald – Thrift Shop Coordinator
Eileen Klassen Hamm – Program Director
Elaine Harder – Refugee Assistance Program Coordinator
Stephanie Epp – Administrative & Communications Assistant

Missing from photo:

Sue Schellenberg – Office Manager and Executive Assistance
Leonard Doell – Aboriginal Neighbours and Low German  
                          Program Coordinator
Gladys Block – Archivist
Dana Krushel – Community Engagement Coordinator (on leave)



Worldwide Personnel by program location

225,017
kits shipped

2,258
sheets 
shipped

399,104
cans of meat 

shipped

68,361
quilts 

shipped

910
kg of  

bath soap 
shipped

Financials

BUDGETED INCOME FY 12/13

Cash gifts 17,858,229  

Gifts-in-kind 1,505,000 

Thrift shops 7,637,904 

Relief sales 1,780,000 

Grants  

Nongovernmental grants 447,890 

Governmental grants 5,750,335

Ten Thousand Villages 14,231,000 

Other income 3,281,590

Total income $52,491,948

BUDGETED EXPENSES FY 12/13

International program  

Africa 4,980,000 

Asia  3,226,000

Europe and the Middle East 1,512,000

Latin America and the Caribbean 3,147,000

Multiregion 11,718,000

Justice and peacebuilding 1,135,694

Material resources collection 691,545

Sustainable community development 2,158,325

Canadian program 

Justice and peacebuilding 2,503,134

Material resources collection 467,171

Sustainable community development 1,697,575

Ten Thousand Villages  14,587,000

Administration 5,478,432

Fundraising 2,872,135

Total expenses $56,174,011

188
U.S.

121
Latin

America

42
Europe

231
Asia

123
Africa

300
Canada375 

Service 
workers

630 
Salaried 
workers

1,005 Total



Herbert

Rosthern

Lanigan

Hepburn

Prince Albert

Regina

Swift Current

Hague
Osler

Saskatoon

Warman

Offices/staff
Thrift shops  $ 500,000 369

Material resource centres
❑ 9,554 kits shipped   125

Ten Thousand Villages
Relief sales
Saskatoon $ 87,000
Hague $ 96,000 (for CFGB)

IVEP/Service workers     4
Community partner grants   9 ($ 48,900)

Material resources
Volunteers

❑

Saskatchewan

Find us at mccsk.ca and on Facebook



$677,522
General Donations

$22,000
Grants

$144,926
Other Revenue

$580,650
Designated International 

Donations

$210,000
Material Aid

$453,368
Administration

$271,074
Fundraising

$1,580,442
International Programs

$608,808
Provincial Programs

$517,601
Thrift Shops

$538,795
Canadian Foodgrains Bank

$67,000
Designated Domestic 

Donations

2012-13 Budgeted income

2012-13 Budgeted expenses

Mennonite Central Committee Saskatchewan 
gratefully thanks its supporting churches, thrift shops, 
volunteers, donors and businesses who give of their 
time, financial gifts and material resources.

Your prayers and generosity provide the means for 
MCC to share God’s love and compassion for all in the 
name of Christ.

The Mennonite Central Committee Saskatchewan audited statement is 
available at mccsk.ca/about/annualreport



What is Mennonite Central Committee? 
MCC is a charitable organization that partners  
with churches and community organizations 
worldwide to walk with people who  
are disadvantaged.

MCC supports activities that provide 
emergency assistance, reduce poverty 
and promote healthy communities, 
sustainable living and alternatives  
to violence.

It is a global ministry of Anabaptist 
churches in Canada and the U.S. 
which includes Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ. MCC envisions 
communities in harmony with 
God, one another and creation.

Relief, development and peace 
in the name of Christ

mccsk.ca
600 – 45th Street West, Saskatoon, SK S7L 5W9
306.665.2555 or toll-free 1.888.622.6337


