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Global education at MCCS Material Resource Centre.

Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ



Working together
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them. Isaiah 11:6

“Witnessing such a future will … take kind hearts, willing 
to feel the experience of the other.” Commissioner Marie 
Wilson of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)

We live in an exciting moment in history. With the 
vision of the poet Isaiah at our imaginative centre, and 
the Prince of Peace our guide, our future holds great 
potential.  

Just as new fabric is woven together out of the strips 
of re-purposed cloth, so the structures of MCC have 
changed, weaving new promise into our work. Closer 
connections between local and international work 
reconfigure the tapestry.

The largest national gathering of the TRC took place 
in Saskatoon in June. The stated vision for the event 
reflects the vision described by Isaiah. “We will reveal the 
truth about residential schools, and establish a renewed 
sense of Canada that is inclusive and respectful, and that 
enables reconciliation.” (TRC of Canada: Interim Report). 
Commissioner Wilson, quoted above, reminds us of the 
road we travel in search of a just future.

Relief kits were sent and just peace building skills  
were practiced in the Middle East. Salwa, together  
with her family, fled Syria after neighbours were  
killed and their store taken over by armed force.  
Her story reminds us that now is the time to be  
peace ambassadors. The message to us, “Please  
don’t forget the Syrian people.”

Thank you for your support of MCC work worldwide. 
Your gifts of prayer, volunteer hours, and financial 
contributions give shape to God’s future. 

– Claire Ewert Fisher, MCCS Executive Director

MCCS Board Members
Ed Bueckert (MC SK)
Bob Buhler (MB)
Florence Driedger (MC SK)
Willard Dyck (Member-at-Large)
Ray Funk (MC SK)
Peter Guenther  
   (AGM Appointment)
Margaret Hein-Wiebe (BIC)
Tara Hiebert (Member-at-Large)
John Neudorf (MB)
Oudalay Senevonghachack  
   (MC SK)
Dan Siebert (MB)
Christine Sommerfeldt 
   (Member-at-Large)
Dana Wood (Member-at-Large)
Zewditu Wayeissa 
   (Member-at-Large)

Kathi Suderman, MCC North East Asia 
Representative writes: “In the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea), 
MCC distributes relief items to vulnerable 
populations. Throughout 2011, children in 13 
orphanages and patients in 28 tuberculosis 
and hepatitis facilities received hygiene kits. On 
a follow-up visit, DPRK orphanage directors 
enthusiastically declared ‘toothpaste and soap’ 
when I asked which items in the kits they’d 
received had been most useful. These items are 
in short supply amongst the general population 
in the DPRK. At one baby home orphanage, the 
director estimated that one bar of soap might 
last approximately one week for one child. At 
each orphanage facility, directors expressed 
appreciation for the thought  
that had gone into the  
contents of the kits.”

Service Workers  
from Saskatchewan 
Bruno and Lois Baerg
Southern Africa Associate Directors, 
Johannesburg, SOUTH AFRICA 
http://www.blbaerg.blogspot.com

Rick and Jacquie Block and family
Community Development, Chiapas, 
MEXICO
http://randjblock.mennoboy.com

Jeff and Arda DeHaan and family
Agricultural Project Officer for North 
Korea, Beijing; office support,  
NE Asia office, Beijing, CHINA

Rachelle Friesen
Peace Development Worker, 
PALESTINE
http://mccpalestine.wordpress.com/

Miriam Harder
Conservation Agriculture Consultant, 
MEXICO
http://mtharder.wordpress.com/

Joel Kroeker and Heather Peters
Peace Workers, Rumbek, SUDAN
http://heatherandjoel.wordpress.com

Kathi and Rod Suderman and family
MCC Co-Representatives for 
Northeast Asia, Beijing, CHINA

Young children play at the Nampo Baby Home in DPRK.



Peace is about 
healing the wounds 
of the broken-
hearted, and it is 
about restoring 
broken relationships. 
Peace deals with a 
human being as a 
whole.
– Issa Ebombolo

PEACE & JUSTICE
Peace
mccsk.ca/peaceadvocacy

Simunye
mccsk.ca/simunye

Restorative Justice
mccsk.ca/restorativejustice

Community Partners

    The Micah Mission
    themicahmission.org

    COSA South Saskatchewan
    on Facebook

Ten Thousand Villages 
tenthousandvillages.ca

In Zambia, students in 16 schools participate in MCC-sponsored peace clubs and learn 
how to resolve conflicts without violence. These clubs grow out of the work of Issa 
Ebombolo, a refugee from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and colleagues at an 
MCC partner organization in Lusaka called Peace Centre. Issa developed an interest in 
peace through participating in MCC-sponsored peacebuilding training.

Ebombolo is now the executive director of a new organization called Peace Club. 
Under his guidance, MCC workers have written curriculum that helps students 
recognize conflicts in their own lives and learn how to address them.

While in Saskatchewan, Ebombolo told numerous impact stories at the Encounter and 
AGM. He outlined the process used to establish the clubs at a University Social Work 
class, at a brown bag lunch and in conversations with church folk. Ebombolo also 
visited with newcomers who share the refugee experience.

1. Celebrate Peace Sunday.

2. Advocate for victims.

3. Visit peacebuildingontheprairies.
wordpress.com

4. Learn about the Truth & Reconciliation 
Commission (mccsk.ca/trc).

5. Shop at Ten Thousand Villages. 

1. Participating in three community hearings 
of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission in 
Saskatchewan.

2. Exploring MCC’s international witness in an 
MCC United Nations Student Seminar, with one 
student from Saskatchewan.

3. Hosting Issa Sadi Ebombolo (Zambia, Peace 
Clubs) at 16 events in Sask. with 600 people.

4. Creating the Peace Sunday Packet entitled 
“Prayers and practices of nonviolence.”

5. Urging the government to direct resources to 
local restorative justice initiatives.

6. Creating awareness of the challenges faced by 
families affected by incarceration.

7. Expanding Circles of Support and Accountability 
(CoSA) in the Maritimes. 

8. Advocating for ways to hold mining companies 
accountable to higher environmental standards. 

9. Celebrating 65th year of Ten Thousand Villages 
stores across Canada.

10. Reporting retail sales of $17.4 million through all 
Ten Thousand Villages Canada sales channels.

5WAYS TO HELP

10 HIGHLIGHTS

Issa Ebombolo participated in a Youth Club meeting in Saskatoon. (Photo: Chai Bouphaphanh)



FOOD, WATER & 
EMERGENCIES

Material Resources
mccsk.ca/materialresources

No Waste Wednesdays
nowastewednesdays.wordpress.com

Planning, Learning and Disaster Response
mcccanada.ca/food

Water
water.mcc.org

“I heard about MCC and the baby kits in church, but I thought it was just [for] older 
people,” said Eliza Urbina, Grade 10. “I never thought that I could do it too.”

This year, Waldheim Home Economics teacher Marla Laskowski assigned layettes for 
MCC’s Infant Care Kits as class sewing projects for Grades 8 and 10 students. The kits 
include a layette of two gowns, two undershirts, four cloth diapers and one receiving 
blanket. Last year, MCC distributed almost 14,000 kits in Haiti, Ukraine, Bosnia and 
other countries. Laskowski likes to use this project to teach basic hemming and seam-
finishing skills because there are no additional expenses and no time restrictions. All 
items are pre-cut and pre-packaged by volunteers in the MCCS Material Resource 
Centre. Rather than complete a personal project this year, Grade 10 student Katelyn 
Siemens will sew another layette for an MCC Infant Care Kit.

It’s fun making 
baby layettes – I 
am enjoying this 
but the main 
thing is that I’m 
helping families. 
I think it is an 
excellent idea.
– Katelyn Siemens, 
Waldheim student

1. Donate to MCC’s food programs or to MCC’s 
account at Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

2. Make a MCC blanket or relief kit.

3. Learn more about climate change.

4. Volunteer with a community gardening project.

5. Organize a fundraiser in response to a disaster.

1. Lessening our impact on the earth by changing 
daily habits (nowastewednesdays.wordpress.com).

2. Eating only the food received from a Food Bank 
and learning firsthand the consequences of 
poverty.

3. Inviting Home Economics teachers to include 
sewing Infant Care Kits in their curriculum.

4. Hosting almost 400 people for learning 
opportunities at the MCCS Centre.

5. Donating funds from the Prince Albert “Gift of 
Mercy” Fun Run to clean water for families in 
Vietnam.

6. Shipping 6,298 relief kits to assist those affected 
in emergency situations worldwide.

7. Expanding conservation agriculture programs to 
Bolivia, Nicaragua, Honduras, and Mexico.

8. Supporting construction of nearly 100 sand 
dams in Tanzania, Mozambique and Kenya. 

9. Building food security in 20 countries through 
MCC’s account at the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

10. Learning about the progression of slow onset 
food shortage disasters in Eastern Africa. 

5WAYS TO HELP

10HIGHLIGHTS

Katelyn Siemens, left, and her Home Ec teacher Marla Laskowski, at Waldheim School.  
(Photo: Chai Bouphaphanh)



LOCAL & GLOBAL 
CONNECTIONS

Thrift 
mccsk.ca/thrift

Refugee Assistance 
mccsk.ca/refugeeassistance

Kids Club
mccsk.ca/communityengagement

During the past 40 years, MCC thrift shops in Canada and the U.S. have contributed 
$167 million to MCC. The opening of a small thrift shop in Altona, Man., on March 
17, 1972 marked the beginning of a network of thrift shops that has grown to 103 
shops — 56 in Canada and 57 in the U.S.

“This is unbelievable — our mustard seed has turned into a big tree and it is still 
growing,” exclaimed Linie Friesen, 90, one of the shop’s co-founders. The seemingly 
insignificant beginnings of MCC thrift shops and the steady growth reminds her of 
how the blessings of God can turn small contributions into miraculous growth.

Last year, the shops in Canada contributed $7.2 million to MCC. “When we work 
together we can help others,” said Friesen. “Every little bit counts — it all adds up.  
We can’t all be overseas workers for MCC but we can all help MCC.”

What we need is 
a machine that 
will turn clothing 
into cash.
– John Hostetler, 
director of MCC’s 
material resources, 
1972

1. Help sponsor a refugee.

2. Befriend newcomers.

3. Participate in the Youth Film & Art Contest.

4. Volunteer at a thrift shop. Downsize your 
closet and donate to a thrift shop.

5. Support a Global Family education 
program for $25 a month.

1. Sending MCCS staff to visit workers in NE Asia 
and Tanzania to learn more and report back about 
MCC’s international work and relationships.

2. Learning together with preteens and teens how 
to build peace between ethnic groups at Kids Club. 

3. Cycling in the local Ride for Refuge, three teams 
raised over $2,000 to help newcomers.

4. Partnering with Grace Mennonite Church in Regina 
to help newcomers get their GED and job skills.

5. Training nine staff and volunteers in “Building 
New Relationships: First Nations & Newcomers.”

6. Hosting the “Canada: A History of Refuge” photo 
exhibit, which included Chai who came from 
Laos to Saskatchewan in 1979.

7. Caring for creation and raising funds for MCC’s 
work through the 11 Saskatchewan thrift shops.

8. Blogging with service workers in Mexico, South 
Africa, West Bank, South Sudan and China.

9. Creating over 400 rugs from recycled jeans and 
other fabrics.

10. Providing a “gateway” into MCC’s work in many 
communities through 56 Canadian thrift shops.

5WAYS TO HELP

10 HIGHLIGHTS

Sara Stoesz, left, and Linie Friesen, in the Altona MCC Thrift Shop which they helped start 40 
years ago.



HEALTHY 
COMMUNITIES
Aboriginal Neighbours
mccsk.ca/aboriginalneighbours

Community Partners
Healing Hearts Ministry
healinghearts.ca

Low German program
mcccanada.ca/lowgerman

Indigenous Work 
mythperceptions.ca

HIV and AIDS
aids.mcc.org

Francis Kalanzi was three years old and living with HIV when his grandmother, Milly 
Nakasujja, started taking care of him. Both of his parents had died of HIV-related 
illnesses. “I was very afraid that he would die too because he was so small and he was 
coughing up blood,” said Nakasujja. Over the years, they have received much-needed 
medical, educational and other assistance from Mengo Clinic, a MCC partner organiza-
tion in Kampala, Uganda. 

Francis is now 13 and in Grade 4. His grandmother, now 75, appreciates his help with 
selling eggs and other jobs. Both of them participate in a club at Mengo Clinic that 
organizes monthly meetings for youth living with HIV and their caregivers. This club 
gives Francis the opportunity to meet with counsellors who specialize in HIV and with 
other youth facing similar challenges in life.

I have hope 
for my future 
because I have 
brought this boy 
from a very bad 
condition.
– Milly Nakasujja

1. Check out the links on mythperceptions.ca

2. Learn the Young Chippewayan Stoney Hill 
story (mccsk.ca/aboriginalneighbours).

3. Support MCC’s HIV and AIDS program.

4. Support MCC’s Middle East Crisis appeal.

5. Borrow the HIV and AIDS toolkit.

1. Supporting the genealogical research for the 
Young Chippewayan land claim.

2. Collecting oral histories from Young Chippewayan 
and Mennonite elders regarding the land at Laird.

3. Welcoming Low German families to Saskatchewan 
and assisting with translation, documentation 
and employment.

4. Raising awareness of the healing from the 
traumas suffered in Indian Residential Schools. 

5. Participating in the Truth and Reconciliation 
hearings to witness and work with reconciliation 
and healing. 

6. Distributing 21,501 hygiene kits worldwide.

7. Encouraging gender equality in HIV programming 
in Egypt through partner BLESS.

8. Strengthening local support for people living 
with HIV/AIDS through Nepal partner Sakriya.

9. Operating a new library/thrift store/resource 
centre in La Honda Mennonite Colony in Mexico.

10. Preparing a safe shelter for women and children 
in Mexico.

5WAYS TO HELP

10 HIGHLIGHTS

Milly Nakasujja and grandson, Francis Kalanzi, receive assistance from MCC-supported 
programs in Kampala, Uganda.



EDUCATION  
& SERVICE

Chalo
mccsk.ca/chalo

Simunye
mccsk.ca/simunye

Global Family 
mccglobalfamily.ca

IVEP 
ivep.mcc.org

Summerbridge 
mcc.org/serve/programs/summerbridge

Service Workers 
mcc.org/serve

SOOP 
soop.mcc.org

SALT
salt.mcc.org

YAMEN
yamen.mcc.org

seed
seed.mcc.org

The Loreto Girls’ Secondary School in Rumbek, Sudan, opened in 2008. Four years 
later, eight girls stood in the first graduation ceremony which was indeed a momentous 
occasion. In her speech, graduate Victoria Aledi spoke of the challenges of students 
from various tribes living and studying together. In the first month of school, some stu-
dents packed their bags and threatened to leave rather than studying with the “enemies.”

When Heather Peters arrived in Rumbek to serve as a MCC peaceworker, she started 
teaching a peace class at the school, to respond to underlying tensions between tribes. 
In addition to classroom work, there were activities to strengthen student friendships 
outside the school setting, create deeper relationships and transform students from 
enemies into trusted friends. One “peace-bonding activity” was swimming lessons once 
a week, something students had never had before. Relationships deepened and the 
stress was relieved.

By staying at 
Loreto, we have 
learned about 
peace. We have 
learned to be with 
people who are 
different than us.
– Victoria Aledi, graduate 
of Loreto Girls’ Secondary 
School

1. Host an IVEPer.

2. Sponsor a Global Family project.

3. Volunteer with SOOP for your vacation.

4. Donate your pennies to Penny Power.

5. Encourage youth to share their skills with  
the SALT program.

1. Creating bridge-building opportunities locally 
through Chalo experiences.

2. Placing four IVEP participants in workplaces and 
with hosts in Saskatoon, Rosthern and Regina.

3. Integrating two Service & Learning Teams from 
Bethany College into MCCS programming.

4. Sponsoring a Global Family project in China for 
hearing-impaired children to integrate into the 
regular school system.

5. Celebrating and strengthening the global church 
through IVEP.

6. Praying for Saskatchewan people in service 
around the world.

7. Providing girls with access to education to 
encourage development of their full potential. 

8. Benefitting over 70,000 children with access to 
quality schooling through Global Family.

9. Bringing together 53 IVEP participants from 
27 countries for their mid-year conference in 
Abbotsford, B.C.

10. Connecting people from different cultures and 
ethnic backgrounds through IVEP.

5WAYS TO HELP

10HIGHLIGHTS

Students Rebecca Nyanjath and Dabora Nyibol practice cooperation and trust during their weekly 
swimming class. (Photo: Heather Peters}



Herbert

Rosthern

Lanigan

Regina

Warman

North Battleford

Swift Current

Hepburn

Saskatoon

Offices/staff
Thrift shops
Provincial total $354,462    390

Material Resource Centre
Saskatoon  q2,434 kits shipped    125

Ten Thousand Villages
IVEP workers     4
Community partner grants  7

Material resources
Volunteers

Saskatchewan

q

2011–12 INCOME

2011–12 EXPENSES

National and international support
During 2011, the MCCs in Canada changed their year ends from August 31 to  
March 31 to bring them in line with all MCCs in North America. This transition 
resulted in a one-time, shortened, seven month fiscal period. 

MCC operates at the provincial, national and international level. The numbers above 
explain MCC income and expenses in Saskatchewan for the seven month fiscal period. 

A portion of the funds raised by each provincial office also support MCC’s national 
and international work. Due to publishing deadlines, MCC Canada actual income 
and expense figures for the fiscal period ending March 31, 2012 will be available at 
mcccanada.ca/annualreport by June 30. The MCCS audited statement is available 
at mccsk.ca/about/annualreport.

Fee for Service
3%

Grants
1%

Thrift Shops
18%

Material Aid
5%

Designated Donations
13%

General Donations
30%

Canadian Foodgrains Bank
24%

Administration
14%

Fundraising
7%

Provincial Programs
15%

International Programs
64%

Disaster Donations
6%



What is Mennonite Central Committee?
MCC is a non-profit relief, development and peace agency with more  
than 1,000 workers around the world. It is a ministry of Anabaptist 
churches which includes Mennonites and Brethren in Christ.  
In Canada, MCC operates at both a provincial and national level.

Purpose
MCC shares God’s love and compassion for all in the name of Christ  
by responding to basic human needs and working for peace and justice.  
MCC envisions communities worldwide in right relationship with God,  
one another and creation.
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Learn more or volunteer 
mccsk.ca  I  306.665.2555  I  1.888.622.6337 
600 – 45th Street West, Saskatoon, SK, S7L 5W9

1. Make kits or blankets  
mccsk.ca/materialresources

2. Find a relief sale in your area 
reliefsales.mcc.org

3. Find thrift shops in your area 
mccsk.ca/thriftshops

4. Order A Common Place magazine 
acommonplace.mcc.org

5. Work or serve with MCC 
mcc.org/serve

6. Donate 
mccsk.ca

6 WAYS TO CONNECT


