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Lord, may we have ears to hear, allowing us to be stretched and
to appropriately respond; 
may we have a heart that opens up to others' pain/experience
& enables us to flourish in humility and grace; 
may we have eyes to see beauty in diversity and the treasures
that are in our midst, 
may we have arms that are willing to embrace one another ....
sister to sister, brother to brother. 
We pray these things in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Amen

Christ calls each one of us to be on a life long journey that seeks to
embrace grace, reflect love and respect, and to work at transforming
ourselves amidst the systems of injustice all around.  At times, the
journey can be discouraging because we neither see the end nor do we
see the whole picture.  However, we are called to step out in faith … to
step into living out faith …

Annually we have a number of individuals with different gifts who have
chosen to take a step in living out their faith through new ways, in new
contexts, with a continuous commitment to growing and nurturing their
relationship with God and building respectful and loving relationships
within community. Each individual is invited to embrace God’s grace
and mercy as they humbly seek, together with our partner communities,
to walk hand-in-hand, step-by-step in learning, understanding and ap-
propriately responding to injustices of violence, inequity and poverty.

We have invited our BC service team (service workers, SALTers,
IVEPers), both home and abroad, to provide us with insights on the
joys and challenges of their work, as well as sharing how we may be
able to support them and their communities in prayer.

We invite you to take a moment to get to know and pray for our service
workers in British Columbia, Cambodia, Colombia, Egypt, Honduras,
Ottawa, and Rwanda.  May their stories be an inspiration and a
testimony of the HOPE we experience in Christ’s redeeming and
transforming love.

Sophie Tiessen-Eigbike
MCC BC Service
Program Coordinator

The journey of
a thousand miles
begins with a

single step ….
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Peter and Jane Andres
MCC (Egypt)

Greetings! We have just recently
begun a one year interim lead-
ership role for MCC’s program
activity in Egypt. An early
observation is that Egypt is an
amazing place and MCC has
done a remarkable job nurtur-
ing church-based relationships
that do great work. As we move
forward during a very critical
time in Egypt’s history, Egyp-

tians anxiously await the outcome of the acceptance of the new
constitution and subsequent elections, due to be held in 2014. For the
Church in Egypt this is a time of deep prayer and hope.

Prayers Requests:
• For calm and stability for the country and that any resulting 

constitution and elections allow for churches to continue their work
(not only for their constituents, but also for their communities) 
in pace.

• For wisdom and insight as MCC navigates how to best be present 
and work alongside the local church as stability is enhanced.

Felix Böhm
MCC BC - SW

My name is Felix and I have come from
Germany to serve with MCC BC as the
Material Resources Warehouse Assistant
for one year. I have a lot of different tasks
in my work. I have daily deliveries. I bale
clothes for recycling. I stock and track items
that are ready for shipments and I introduce
volunteers to the work of MCC. But that's
not even everything that I do. 

Every day is a little bit different than the next and that's what I like
about my work. Since the beginning of my term I have learned to value
things in a deeper way, because so many items that I work with have
been made by other volunteers and made with pure love and charity!
Through the work in the Material Resources Centre I have realized how
important faith and action really are! Without the ACTION of me or
the many other volunteers, the world would not even slightly change.
Of course our work cannot solve all the problems that the world has
but that's also not our goal. We can have faith in God that he will not
only support our work, but also that he wants the best for the world in
which we live. He needs us to build his kingdom! That's my faith and
that's why I'm taking ACTION!

Prayer Requests: 
• For the work of all the people 

who are trying to make this 
world a better place

• For the work of MCC and 
the work that we do in the 
Material Resources Centre

• That my personal faith 
grows more deeply every day
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Prayer Requests:
• Thanksgiving for God’s provision of a generous and giving 

congregation.
• For unity of all involved and protection for those nearing a 

commitment to Christ.
• For clarity of His will with regard to Blessings Boutique and More.

Tammy Battersby
MCC BC – Grand Forks

In September, shortly after Our Lord
brought our family to live in Grand Forks,
I was entrusted with the responsibility of
overseeing the Blessings Boutique and
More (BBAM), a ministry of MCC and
Gospel Chapel, as an MCC service worker.
This fall was spent getting to know the
congregation, the community at large, and
those that access our BBAM programs.

Our programs include a weekly free clothing store, a morning of
devotions and crafts for ladies of all ages ending with lunch, and
emergency hampers. Gospel Chapel also gives oversight and provides
a home to a community driven program that purchases, packs and
distributes meals and toys for Christmas Day across the Boundary
Country. 

What does faith in action look like at BBAM?  Recently we were
blessed with new participant volunteers, people who when packing
their hamper with me saw a need and offered to fill it. Working to-
gether has given us a chance to get to know one another setting a stage
for deeper relationship. It is a joy to witness when people come to un-
derstand that food belongs to all of us. I have been invited to their
homes and enjoyed spending time with their families. The difference
I see in them as they come to other events within our program is a
head held high and an experiential knowledge of belonging. No pro-
gram can restore the dignity of another human being; however walk-
ing alongside offering the hope of Christ will assist people in
discovering the dignity they already have. When providing relief of
felt needs I try to do so in a manner that encourages ownership of
ones future, as having an opportunity to move from needing help to
helping others was essential for growth in my own family.
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When I had to have a difficult conversation recently a wise friend said to
me, “I pray that you listen well and speak from your heart”. This was
very grounding advice and I know the conversation went better because
of it. 

I want to listen well at all times. I know that for now I can’t understand
people’s answers but if I try and painstakingly translate a few I know
more will open up to me.

Prayer Request:
• Buhoro buhoro Lord, make me a better listener.  Amen!

Teresa Edge
MCC Rawanda – SALT

I'm working as a capacity builder at Friends
Peace House in Kigali, Rwanda. Our current
projects include mediation and counselling
training for teachers, a vocational school for
vulnerable youth teaching hairdressing,
sewing and auto-mechanics, community
savings and loan groups, conservation
agriculture communal fields, and equipping
volunteer counselors and mediators in

Kigeme refugee camp. Day to day my work involves helping write reports
or proposals, translating between English and French, teaching English
at the vocational school, teaching computer skills to the staff, learning
Kinyarwanda and visiting fields and community groups.

I’ve been working hard at language now for four months. I can string
together a sentence of my own creation, send a text message or give a
spontaneous speech of introduction or thanks, but it really pains me that
people can ask me simple two word questions, using verbs whose infini-
tives I know, and I still don’t understand.

I am surrounded by people who want to talk to me, but I always say the
same words, the ones I know how to say, and they are all about myself...
I stall at asking others questions because I think I won’t understand.

I want to be able to listen well. Philosophically I think listening is more
important than speaking. Yet I still spend most of my time speaking, in
any language. In a meeting in French I’m busily constructing my next
question and miss an important link between one idea and another. In
English I chat rapidly to friends over skype, telling them my news because
they say not much has changed at home.

In the morning I wake up to the student who boards with us singing
praise songs and in the evening I return to frogs chirping and the sound
of my home stay dad’s motorbike coming home. I’m learning the e’eh’s
and ‘mm’s and the rhythm of Rwandan speech. Buhoro buhoro (slowly
slowly) I’m learning to listen to sounds but not yet words.
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Christian Horn
MCC BC – Germany

I`m very thankful that MCC provides possi-
bilities for young men like me to combine the
desire of serving the Lord abroad and getting
in touch with different and new cultures
together in one opportunity.

This year I am assigned to work for the
MCC Vancouver Thrift Store.  After experi-
encing three months of service work and

building of new relationships, I feel blessed to be part of Gods building
of his Kingdom on earth.  God’s people serve him in many ways. I have
the privilege to serve in a very practical way although I might not see the
results of my work right away.  My responsibilities include pick-ups and
deliveries of furniture and lots of sorting & processing of donated goods,
as well as working on cash. The money we earn selling those goods are
used for different MCC projects all over the world. I work together with
lots of interesting people whom I am learning from. This experience is
truly about learning and putting our own interests and ways of doing
things last. 

I can see Jesus wonderful leadership in my life. He is the one who sent
me here and brought me together with a great host family, reminding me
a lot of my actual home in Germany, as well as with loving, caring,
determined -- yet also humorous – work colleagues, with whom I`m
blessed to build good relationships. Thanks to the Lord for his guidance.

Prayer requests:
• For God’s wisdom as MCC makes decisions in using and forwarding 

monies to the places where needed; that the money can fulfill its 
actual purpose to bring relief to those in need.

• That the Lord may continue to reveal himself in my life so that 
I can be a messenger of his love to people.

• For patience and love towards the customers in the store.

Niklas Jarstorff
MCC BC - SW (Germany)

Hey, I am Niklas from the beautiful city of
Hamburg in northern Germany. I am
working as a Shipper/Receiver/Driver with
MCC’s Abby East Thrift Shop in Abbots-
ford. My work is very multi-faceted and
every day is different. My responsibilities
include sorting of incoming donations,
cleaning and repairing of furniture and the

pick-up and delivery of various pieces of furniture. My assignment is
a good challenge for me. I am growing in self-confidence and faith. I
enjoy working with all kinds of different people. Everybody has a
story and everybody is deeply loved from God.

The days that are a little more difficult are the ones when our shop is
used as a dump.  The clean-up takes time and sometimes also costs
money.  But God leads me through these days. God shows me how
he loves all people. These are good experiences for me and help me
to better handle future situations with God’s grace and love.

I am further amazed on the amount of daily donations. In Germany
I am not used to these kind of bigger thrift stores. Sometimes people
are donating brand new things. That is amazing and gives me a big
smile on my face. It is such a good thing, when people are donating
their things instead of trying to make money out of it for themselves.
I am really enojoying my time here in the beautiful province of British
Columbia.

Prayer requests:
• Our shop is in need of
more volunteers, especially
in the receiving area.
• That our interactions with
customers may be filled with
love and grace, especially on
those difficult days.
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Molibeli Kheele
MCC BC - IVEP (Lesotho)

Greetings to you all. May God sprinkle
His wondrous blessings upon you.

This year I am serving as a farmer at
Willowview Farms. We produce different
varieties of berries, apples, squashes, huge
pumpkins and sweet corn. Beside these, we
make our own apple juice. To play a part

in this family farm has been a great blessing to me. It has helped me
to grow more mature and independent. It is amazing to see how this
farm is thriving, even being so small. This has taught me a lesson that
no matter how small or vulnerable one may be, they can make it as
long as they are leaving everything in God`s hands and working hard.

Farming has been part of my life since I was a child, so you will agree
with me when I say it is in my blood. When I see soil, I see the most
valuable treasure of all, the precious pearl in my soul.  People may
think that I am out of my mind, but take a moment to reflect on
Genesis 2:7 “The Lord God took a handful of soil and made a man”.
And in verse 15 “The Lord God put the man in the Garden of Eden
to cultivate and take care of it”. You can then understand why I value
soil so much. We are created from soil which means we are part of it.

Whenever I work with soil, I feel like I am close God. I am disap-
pointed to see how some people treat soil so badly. As an example, in
my country, we struggle as most of our fertile soil has washed away
because of lack of soil management. The Lord said cultivate the soil
and take care of it; instead of “cultivate only”.

I have known God since I was a toddler and chose to follow Him. I
believe it is part of God’s plan to bring me to this place to serve ‘in
the name of Christ’. God has impacted me much in my life and I am
happy to walk with Him on a daily basis.

Prayer Requests: 
• For His love and grace to continue to dwell upon me and my 

family.
• That God may help me to envision or have His future plans for 

me revealed
• That my country may see farming in a better a way of fulfilling 

God`s purpose.
• For the countries that are impacted by natural disasters, as we share 

the same sorrow with them like brothers and sisters. 
{Isaiah 51:14-16}

• For keeping good relationship with my host family and my 
supervisor. 

• For MCC to reach out to the marginalized and make a positive 
impact in people`s lives.
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Julio Pena Hernandez
MCC BC – IVEP (Honduras)

I am currently serving at Menno Home as
a Chaplain Assistant. My work involves
visiting the residents, helping my supervi-
sor with devotions, and many other
activities that take place here. About two
weeks ago I also helped with the Walking
Program; working with residents who
need help to walk safely. Before coming to

this place I never imagined how it would be to work with the elderly.
In my church back in Honduras, I was focused on working with the
youth, which is a bit different due to the age between them. It has
been a good challenge for me and it is interesting to be able to know
people so amazing. At Menno Home I am meeting people who have
fought on both sides of WWII.  One man I talked with still has the
bullet in him.  Another told me how he became a pacifist because of
his experience of war and even wrote a book about it. These are
amazing stories.

I've also met many people who have been successful farmers, builders,
nurses, waitresses, journalists, and postal workers. In short, a wide
range of professions.

In my work, my faith is put into action daily through words of
encouragement to the residents and by sharing about the Word of God
and my faith. All people can benefit greatly by receiving words of
encouragement from time to time. Working with the elderly at Menno
Home is actually helping me grow spiritually and my English is
improving too. All this is possible working together mutually; the
residents and myself.

I'm enjoying doing my job, listening and sharing what God wants me
to give to these amazing people. I feel fortunate to work with a
wonderful team. They are great people who bring hope to the
residents at Menno Home. And my hope moving forward is to be able
to understand them even better and find the God's purpose to my life.

Prayer Requests:
• For all the IVEPers and service workers doing their duty around the 

world, that God gives them the strength and wisdom needed to give 
their best. 

• For my people and my home church, that everything is going well 
and that God's ministry continues to grow more and more

• For MCC to continue to develop and refine its work around the 
world and to always have people willing to serve in the name of 
Christ.  Luke 10:2 ‘’The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; therefore pray earnestly for the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into His harvest’’.
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Karin Rempel
MCC BC – Chilliwack

I am currently serving as Interim Program
Director at Sardis Doorway.   I have had the
privilege of serving at Sardis Doorway since it
began as Sardis Open Door.  From that time, I

worked with the Children and never dreamed I would work anywhere
else.  In December 2012, our Program Director Denise Einer became very
ill and was not able to continue so I stepped in on an interim basis.

Since 1987 Sardis Doorway has been working to support single mothers
and at-risk families in our community with children birth to kindergarten.

This year we have 28 families registered with 50 children. Through our
weekly program we offer our families physical, emotional, intellectual
and spiritual support through workshops, education, certification, friend-
ship and mentoring.  While the mothers are in their program, the children
are cared for by loving volunteers in literacy rich, play based environment
in an effort to make sure every child is ready to reach their full potential. 

This ministry is a clear picture of “faith in action” not only to the families
whom we serve but to each of the over 50 volunteers, to the guests who
visit us and community agencies that we work closely with.  We get to
witness God’s love, goodness, power, provision and mercy played out
each week in the lives of the volunteers and the program participants.
We all come because we feel called or compelled to serve and love women
and children that are often feeling lost, broken, abandoned, discouraged,
oppressed and overlooked.

We come not because we have so much to give but because we have been
given so much…trusting that God will use each of our small gifts of time,
service and ability, combined together with His guidance, provision and
wisdom to be His hands and feet in the lives of our families.

Prayer Requests:
• for wisdom and provision as we plan to serve the needs of our families, 

for volunteers that are passionate about our mission, for safety and peace 
as we journey through the challenges that our women and children face.

• for the Sardis Doorway Board as they seek to fill the position of Program 
Director.  Pray that the right person would be found and the transition 
would be smooth for the participating families and the volunteers.

Andrew and Michelle Potts, Kate and Malachi
MCC Zambia

We are in the first few months of
a three year term in Zambia.
Michelle is a Teacher Mentor with
the Brethren in Christ (BIC)
schools in Southern Province.  An-
drew works half-time at Chodort
Training Centre, a United Church
organization that trains vulnera-
ble youth in computers, carpentry
and tailoring.  We have spent the
first few months getting settled in
our house with our kids, and
building relationships with our
community.

MCC has laid a good foundation with the BIC schools that Michelle
is working with.  The headmasters and teachers have been very
welcoming.  So far two of the schools have set goals to improve
reading by the end of the year.  We have noticed that reading is a
challenge for many young people.  They start learning in ChiTonga
and switch to English later in grade school.  This makes it difficult to
pass English exams in grade 7 and 9.  Perhaps all of the schools
Michelle visits will set the same goal!

Zambia is a very peaceful and friendly country.  We have enjoyed
getting to know our neighbours, church members, co-workers, and
even strangers walking the same dusty roads; it is common for
strangers to greet one another.  There are even different greetings
depending on the time of day and the activities you are involved in.

Prayer requests: 
• For our children, Kate and Malachi (ages 5 and 3), that they would 

adjust well to their new context.
• For our work, that it would glorify God and be helpful to the 

Zambian people.
• Thanksgiving that we have this opportunity to live and serve in 

Zambia!
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Elizabeth Scambler
MCC Honduras

It has been a busy year for disaster re-
sponse in Latin America. As the regional
disaster management coordinator for
MCC’s programs in Central America
and the Caribbean, I have the privilege
of connecting with MCC teams, part-
ners, and communities in Haiti,
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Cuba, as well as here in Honduras,
where I am based.

One highlight from 2013 includes participating in a disaster assess-
ment team in Nicaragua in August. Alongside a group of Nicaraguan
Anabaptist pastors, I visited communities which are only accessible
by boat on the river systems that connect them. These communities
in the municipality of Tortuguero had been affected by two strong
storms causing severe flooding which resulted in the loss of crops. For
families who survive on subsistence farming, this means that they not
only lost much of their food for the year, but also the seed they had
reserved for the next planting season. Despite the adversity that
hundreds of families were facing, I was very impressed with how all
different actors in the municipality were all working together to
support those most affected in their communities. MCC, through the
Anabaptist Emergency Commission of Nicaragua (CAE), responded
with emergency food rations, seed for replanting, and is also equip-
ping local leaders to become more organized in preparing for future
disasters.

In addition to this flood response, MCC has two ongoing drought
responses in Honduras and Guatemala, the ongoing earthquake
response in Haiti, as well as projects through the regions which help
communities prevent and prepare for disasters.  I remain thankful that
MCC and its generous donors provide support for not only the large
scale disasters that make it into the media, but also for the “forgotten”
small-scale disasters which also significantly impact families.

Prayer requests:
• For the communities that are impacted by disasters within the world.
• For safety of the MCC team.
• That MCC and the partner agencies may effectively engage and 

empower individuals in the building of sustainable communities.
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Namakaya Siabaswi
MCC BC – IVEP (Zambia)

Greetings! I am an International
Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP)
participant serving with L`Arche
Greater Vancouver’s Emmaus Cen-
tre.  I am working with this program
for one year.  The Emmaus Centre
provides daily activities for people
with disabilities within the L`Arche
Community. I am working as a Day
Program Assistant along with 4 other

team members. Emmaus provides a number of programs and activities
such as hospitality, baking, swimming, bowling, art and prayer
meetings on Wednesdays.

Often people focus on what people living with disabilities cannot do.
However, working at L’Arche I have been amazed by the capabilities,
and, in particular, the love, peace and grace that is extended by the
core members. It has made me see that we who consider ourselves
able bodied forget that we are also living with a disability when we
cannot do what the core members do. Having attended the recent
Truth and Reconciliation Commission meeting and witnessing the
passing of Nelson Mandela, former South African president, has
taught me that what we do now will always be a reflection on our
future. As a Christian community, we are called to follow the example
of our L’Arche core members and people like Mandela, to work at
making peace and reconciliation with one another.

Being part of IVEP, I have come to realize it does not matter where
you come from for we are all serving the same God and hence have
the same goal. It is my hope that God may continue to reveal His
purposes to us in our work places and to use our gifts for his glory.

Prayer requests:
• That I may overcome my challenge in learning to communicate in sign 

language.  
• That God will continue giving his direction towards the leadership 

of L`Arche Greater Vancouver and MCC for providing such good 
programs.
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Prayer Requests:
• For the Cambodian church: that it would continue to grow and 

inspire its members to address poverty and injustice in their midst
• For the human rights defenders in Cambodia: that they will continue 

to be creative, strong and united.
• For us: that we would have the strength to live here with our eyes 

wide OPEN and continue to work diligently as unto the Lord

Amanda & Daniel Talstra
Cedar & Ezra
MCC Cambodia
Below is a story about God speak-
ing to us, in His still, small voice as
we are busy, busy with our assign-
ments in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
Daniel works with the Returnee
Integration Support Center assist-
ing Cambodian refugees who have

been deported back to Cambodia from the US.  Amanda works with
Women Peacemakers, a group that works to  prevent gender-based
violence through building healthy relationships. Cedar and Ezra work at
looking cute and avoiding getting sunburnt in the tropical heat.

Because it seemed that the days had been coming in frantic rushes.
I sat in the tuk tuk & exhaled deeply. Mind racing, I thought:

"we've been living in survival mode ever since cedar was born.
when will it end?"  

& then i remembered.

i remembered the woman with the recycling cart 
& her newborn slung in a scarf between the bars that she pushed,

walking the streets asking for others' trash., 
unable to rest - where was her maternity leave?

i remembered the boys huddled at the bus stop sniffing the glue bottle.
so young & beautiful & already longing to be numb.

i looked down & remembered that the coffee i was drinking 
as i whizzed through the city costs the daily wage of 

the construction workers i watch from my kitchen window.
oh, right. 

i have never, not ever, known what it is like to live in survival mode.

sometimes perspective is like a swift slap to the face. 
[but the good kind, like the kind that snaps you out of navel gazing

& jolts you into gratitude]

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad
in it” – Psalm 118:24
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Kristina Toews
MCC Colombia

I’m serving in Bogotá, Colombia with MCC
and Mennonite World Conference (MWC).
I help MCC with delegations and work with
the internet communications for the Seed
Program. The main part of my work is with
MWC in web communications. I help create
communications content, update content on
their website and manage their social media

presence. Basically my job is helping to share the stories of what God is
doing through the church all around the world, with others in the church
family. It’s been a great blessing to be able to share stories about a prison
ministry in the Democratic Republic of Congo, new churches being built
in India, a European film about Peacemakers, Anabaptist women the-
ologians supporting each other, and preparations for the next MWC
Assembly in July 2015 in Pennsylvania, USA. It’s exciting to be involved
in the planning for this event.

It’s also been a great blessing to see what God is doing through the
churches in Colombia. I was blessed to celebrate Pan y Paz (bread and
peace) on Peace Sunday in September with a Mennonite church in
Bogotá. We shared bread with each other, and after the service, in small
groups people shared the rest of the bread out in the community around
the church. 

I hope to keep getting more involved in the local church and to continue
to witness and join in with what God is doing here through his people.
I’m very thankful for the support of the MCC family here in Colombia,
and at home in British Columbia. 

Prayer requests: 
• for guidance as we continue to prepare for the MWC Assembly in 

July 2015
• for all the Anabaptist denominations in Colombia: Mennonite, 

Mennonite Brethren and Brethren in Christ, and the variety of 
ministries they have as they seek to live out the gospel holistically. 
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Yola  Vargas
MCC BC 

Why Should the Struggles of Immigrants Mat-
ter to the Church?  The story of God’s people
is a story of wanderings and foreigners. In each
period of their history God spoke through
prophets about concerns related to the welfare
of three groups struggling to be self-sufficient:
the foreigners, the widows and the orphans.

In the New Testament we find God, once again, amidst those who are
uprooted. Jesus, the incarnate God, became a refugee while still an infant,
fleeing with his parents to Egypt to escape Herod’s wrath.

During these 15 years of serving as an MCC service worker in the
FUSMC Resource Office, we have been supporting newcomers from
Latin America.  We helped refugee claimants, convention refugees and
other newcomers. We have put our Faith in Action through accompany-
ing newcomers on their journey in a new land.  This has included being
a listening ear and spiritual guide; being a bridge to community services
and the local church; assisting with translations, and organizing relevant
workshop on issues of Canadian Immigration laws, domestic violence,
family relationships, financial planning, and Life Skill Management.

As the coordinator of this wonderful ministry, my eyes have continually
been re-opened to read the Scriptures through new lenses; familiar stories
becoming new again & thereby passionately seeking to embody a “living
and holistic faith” as I walk in my community.  As I have connected with
people in a multi-cultural context and sought to be a good advocate, I
have learned to listen to people’s stories without judgment & to embrace
people with the heart, providing caring genuine counsel, as well as open-
ness  to gaining new and deeper insights from others.   My life has been
greatly enriched by everyone who came to our office looking for help.

Prayer Requests:
• For God’s provision after my retirement in March 2014 and identi-

fying a new person to fill the Coordinator role this coming Spring
• For families who are still in limbo with their status in Canada.
• For a new kidney for Armando J. Fernandez.
• For the leadership & ministry of the First United Mennonite Church
• For the leadership and work of MCC BC

Mark Tymm
MCC Nigeria – Internship

After recently returning from a 4-month
internship with the MCC Ottawa Office, I am
leaving in early February to join MCC Nigeria
as a Peaceworker Intern. I am very excited to
have this opportunity as I continue to develop
a keener understanding of peacebuilding work. 

In April 2013 I graduated from Columbia Bible College, and the follow-
ing summer I interned with Sardis Community Church in Chilliwack,
BC. I have had great opportunities to learn about the theological foun-
dation from which practical action comes during my time at CBC. My
internship with SCC was a great time of applying the ecclesiological ideas
I had developed and explored. Likewise, my work with MCC Ottawa
allowed me to explore issues in policy making, while my experience in
Nigeria will test the practical outworking of these theoretical policies. 

MCC’s recent work in Nigeria has been focused on peacebuilding, as the
country has been ravaged by conflict and violence for the past decade. I
will be working with the Emergency Preparedness Response Team
(EPRT), a group which is supported by 10 organizations that seeks to
respond to the communal in Plateau State. I will be providing support
for the EPRT program manager, assisting with program implementation,
helping with project planning, and doing data collection and analysis. 

I am looking forward to working in a conflict setting where progress may
be slow, but peace is nonetheless sought after by millions. The unique
and challenging situation that EPRT finds itself in provides us with a
dynamic and exciting opportunity to learn more about the people of Jos,
and to learn more about a variety of perspectives on peacebuilding
practices and approaches.

Prayer Requests:
• Safety, as local instability means that living and working conditions 

can change quickly, and driving conditions are often very dangerous.
• Quick and holistic adaptation to Nigerian culture, as this is my first 

experience in Africa. 
• Encouraging and engaging relationships and opportunities that develop 

my understanding of peacebuilding. 
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Anna Vogt
MCC Colombia

The longer I live in Colombia, the more
complicated things appear. I have been
working here for two and a half years now
and my perspective on faith in action has
slowly shifted during that time. For the
first two years, I lived on the Caribbean
coast as part of the Seed program. In July,
I transitioned into a new position in the

capital of Bogota, working in communications with MCC partner
Justapaz. I try to build bridges between churches in the north with
churches in Colombia through a Sister Church program. I also work
on a radio program that seeks to connect with the local regions across
the country in the work of peacebuilding, using the airwaves. 

As I have moved from a small rural farming community to a very large
urban centre, I have seen more of the ways in which conflict impacts
people's lives and have gained a greater perspective on the work of
the church and the NGO world. The more I learn about the conflict
here, which has left 5.5 million people internally displaced and count-
less others victimized by violence, the more important faith in action
becomes. 

It is overwhelmingly easy to become cynical about the possibility of
positive change as I get to know the in-depth working of this country.
The more I learn about the entanglement of conflict, the harder it is
to see an obvious path forward for change. Trust becomes difficult:
in your neighbours, in the government, and even in yourself. Paralysis,
not progress, can become the norm.

In light of these realities, it is tempting to view positive change as a
miracle when it takes place. But behind each and every supposed mir-
acle is the determination and hard work of ordinary people con-
cerned, just like all of us, with the future of their communities, their
families and their country. These are the people with faith, not only
in the possibilities of change, but also the even larger faith that they
themselves are people with rights and responsibilities and the desire
to act accordingly. 

Prayer Requests:
• that I will continue to be open to seeing the faith of the people 

around me and participate with them, in hope and in courage.
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Zoe Zhao
MCC BC – IVEP (China)

Greetings. I am serving as a Teacher
Assistant at MEI Elementary School in
Abbotsford.  My days are very busy and
varied.  I spend time in the library helping
shelve books, laminate, and make interest-
ing book marks for students.  I also do
morning supervision outside. During
recesses, I spend time one on one with one

sweet girl. She likes singing and I have learned some new children’s songs
from her. I sometimes go to different classes to help the teachers with
their classes. It is really a beautiful chance to learn from the teachers.
The kids are so cute. During the class, they are not shy to raise their
hands at all. They remind me of my school time back to my country.
After school, I go to do the cross walk and then bus duty. It is a good
opportunity to make friends. We say hi and bye to each other with a big
smile on our face. This brings happiness all around.

I love to go to the prayer meeting Wednesday mornings and Chapel
Friday mornings. The school body as a whole is ready to share their love
with people in a special way. Praying for others is a way we are able
share God’s love even for people we do not know. Whenever I am in
Chapel, I am touched by God with music. It is a precious time that I
wish could go on longer. 

Finally, I accompany classes on field trips. It is another chance to expe-
rience new things and have opportunity to get to know students better.

I am blessed with a wonderful host family. I love spending time with
them; cooking, helping with the dishes, watching TV and movies,
picking strawberries, and going to church. We are learning from each
other, which is fantastic. I am pretty sure it will be hard for me to say
goodbye to them when it is time to depart. 

I give thanks to our God for this amazing opportunity to serve and learn.
I am so grateful to be part of the Christ family.  Christ is indeed our
faith, hope and love. This chapter is going to be an unforgettable part
of my life journey.

Prayer Request:
• for all of the IVEPERS and service workers in Abbotsford, BC, that 

we may learn from each other’s lives and each experience God in 
unique and deepening ways. 

• For the MEI students in their learning and health.
• for my host family and new friends here; that they may experience 

good health and God’s blessings.
• for one music band in Abbotsford, planning to go to my country in 

2015 for a mission trip. 
• for all of the Christian brothers and sisters in my home country, that 

they may experience God’s protection and blessings.
• for my faith to continue to deepen. 
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MCC BC SERVICE WORKER IVEP LISTING - Local Placements

Niklas Jarstorff 
Abby East Thrift Shop 
Shipper/Receiver  
August 2013 – July 2014

Molibeli Kheele 
IVEP – Willowview Farms 
Agricultural Intern 
September 2013 – July 2014

Julio Pena Hernandez 
IVEP – Menno Place 
Chaplain Assistant 
September 2013 – July 2014

Karin Rempel
Sardis Doorway 
Interm Program Director

Namakaya Siabaswi 
IVEP – L’Arche 
Support Worker 
August 2013 – July 2014

MCC BC SERVICE WORKER IVEP LISTING - Local Placements

Tammy Battersby 
Blessings, Boutique & More 
Coordinator
August 2013 – August 2015

Felix Boehm   
MCC BC – Material Resources 
Warehouse Assistant 
August 2013 – July 2014

Christa Giesbrecht 
MCC BC – Quilting 
Coordinator
Sept 2006 - August 2014

Meagan Hofer 
Communitas Supportive Care Services 
Support Worker 
January 2014 – December 2014

Christian Horn 
Vancouver Thrift Shop 
Shipper/Receiver  
August 2013 – July 2014
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MCC BC SERVICE WORKER IVEP LISTING - Local Placements

Yola Vargas 
First United Spanish Mennonite Church 
Counselor/Coordinator 
February 1999 – March 2014

Zoe Zhao 
IVEP – MEI Elementary 
Educational Assistant 
October 2013 – July 2014

MCC BC NATIONAL / INTERNATIONAL SERVICE WORKERS

Peter & Jane Andres   
MCC Egypt  
Interim Country Representatives 
October 2013 – September 2014

Teresa Edge 
MCC Rwanda – SALT 
Capacity Builder
August 2013 – July 2014

Andrew and Michelle Potts  
MCC Zambia 
Teacher Mentor / Program Assistant
September 2013 – September 2016

Elizabeth Scambler 
MCC Honduras 
Regional Disaster Management Coordinator 
August 2010 – May 2015

Amanda & Daniel Talstrax  
MCC Cambodia  
Peace & Justice Program Advisors 
October 2008-October 2014
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How to Get Involved

l Pray for our service workers locally and 
internationally.

l Support MCC's work locally and 
internationally financially.

l Invite returning service workers and/or local
service workers/staff to speak in your church.

l Volunteer in one of the local BC partnering 
projects and/or in a similar operated project 
in your community.

l Advocate for victims of injustice.

l Consider being an IVEP (International 
Volunteer Exchange Program) host for six 
months to 11 months.

l Promote peace and be a peacemaker.

l Sponsor a family/community through the
MCC Global Family Program.

l Learn more about the work of MCC by
visiting the website, inviting guest speakers, 
participating on a learning tour, etc.

For more information on volunteer or 
hosting opportunities, please contact 
Sophie Tiessen-Eigbike @  MCC BC:  
phone: 604-850-6639; 
email: stiessen-eigbike@mennonitecc.ca

MCC BC NATIONAL / INTERNATIONAL SERVICE WORKERS

Kristina Toews   
MCC Colombia  
MWC Web Communications 
January 2013 – January 2016

Mark Tymm  
MCC Nigeria 
Peace Worker Intern
February 2014 - April 2014

Anna Vogt   
MCC Colombia 
Communications with Justapaz 
June 2011 - 2016
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You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your strength and with all your mind;
and your neighbour as yourself.  Luke 10:27

Make every effort to walk in the presence of God, to see God
in everyone you meet, and to live your morning meditation
throughout the day.”   -- Mother Theresa
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