
Criminal Justice 
and Community Safety 
An Election Resource

As this election approaches we wonder what questions can we be 
asking candidates to ensure that Canada continues to be the country 
that has served as a model for community safety and justice. Canada is 
acknowledged as a safe country as its crime rate has steadily decreased 
over the past number of decades.

At Mennonite Central Committee Ontario we believe that public safety is 
enhanced through addressing the root causes of crime such as poverty, 
education and stigmatization, and through providing options within the 
judicial system that give increased opportunities for accountability and 
reparation. We believe justice involves addressing the needs of victims, 
offenders and the community. We have seen how fostering inclusion and 
community bring healing and hope; while isolation and exclusion 
contribute to further harm and hurt.

MCCO Arise program participant

“We are only as strong as the supports we have in the community”

Needs of Victims
Victims bear the short and long term impacts of a crime including the physical 
or emotional harm, property damage or economic loss as a result of an offence.

Question: 
What will your party do to address the short and long term needs of     
 victims?

“In a country as generous and fortunate as Canada, help for people harmed 
by crime and violence is important enough that governments should fund 
the services victims needs…  A critical shift in social and legal culture is 
necessary in order to meet the needs of victims as they, not politicians or 
bureaucrats, define them… There has been little emphasis on the person 
who has been traumatized, their needs, their healing or their recovery. ” 

Arlene Gaudreault, Heidi Illingworth, Steve Sullivan & Irvin Waller, Ph.D.
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Other election resources 
There are many excellent election resources available that encourage thoughtful consideration. 
Please check out our website for a few links to helpful and non-partisan sources:
http://mcccanada.ca/stories/2015-federal-election-resource

Community Response
There are many community organizations that are committed to walking alongside 
victims, family members and offenders on an ongoing basis. There is a great deal 
of research that demonstrates that these community supports increase public 
safety and reduce repeat offences. However, there are limited financial resources 
available for community groups who are engaged in this community based work.

Question: 
  What would your party do to work in partnership with groups in the 

community to foster stability as well as a good continuum of care for all who 
have been impacted by crime (victims, released offenders and public)?

“Several research studies have shown that participation in Circles of 
Support and Accountability can reduce rates of sexual reoffending by as 
much as 70% in comparison to similar offenders who do not take part.

“ Crime is largely controlled by social policies like health, education, welfare 
and employment. Imprisonment is necessary in some circumstances but 
the experience of spending time in prison is, if anything, likely to increase 
reoffending. In addition, of course, the direct costs of imprisonment are 
dramatically more than the costs of punishing a person in the community.”

Anthony Doob, University of Toronto professor emeritus of criminology
as quoted in Macleans Magazine’s 2015 online election primer on Crime

Robin J.Wilson, Ph.D., ABPP

Incarceration and reintegration
Most incarcerated individuals do return to the community at some point and the 
journey towards reintegration begins the first day of incarceration. Inmates often 
have backgrounds that are complex and challenging. Correctional programming 
has a direct impact on the ability of individuals to reintegrate into community 
safely.

Question: 
  What is your party's plan for quality institutional programming?  How will 

mental health and spiritual needs are met?
  What is your party's policy on the use of segregation as an ongoing 

practice?
  What is your party’s plan to ensure an offender’s successful reintegration 

into community?
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