
 
The crop is in! 

Thanks for joining us this year as one of our “farmers” for Grow Hope! You became part of 
our little farm family by donating, so now we want to help you stay connected to the farm this 

summer. The canola you’re growing in 
southern Manitoba is going to make a 
real difference around the world. 

With rain in the overnight forecast, 
Grant changed up the seeding schedule 
and got a unit onto the primary Grow 
Hope field at 8 p.m. on May 13. 
Seeding conditions were ideal, and 
with a bit of rain a few days later the 
crop should be off to a great start. 

For those of you new to Grow Hope we’d like to introduce the “real” farmers on this project. 
Grant and Colleen Dyck live just west of Niverville, where they operate Artel Farms. Artel 
cultivates some 14,000 acres of wheat, oats, corn, soy beans, canola and sunflower. Grant has 
been involved with Canadian Foodgrains Bank growing projects for as long as he can 
remember—his dad was involved with the very first CFGB projects in the early 80’s.  
 
Grant and Colleen are passionate 
about using the gifts and resources 
God has given them to provide food 
for hungry people. They have also 
put a lot of energy into reengaging 
city folks with the farms and farmers 
who provide the food we all 
consume. So Grow Hope combines 
some of the Dycks’ central passions, 
and they’re sincerely excited that 
you’ve joined them for this year!  
 
We are excited with the early response to Grow Hope this year. We are now at 280 acres 
sponsored! That compares to 204 in 2015, and 160 last year. Grant has designated 300 acres of 
their production for Grow Hope, and we are hopeful that we can meet that goal this year. 



 
In another couple of weeks, when the seed starts sprouting, take a drive to have a look at your 

crop growing. The Grow Hope field 
is on the north side of PR 311 (the 
east/west highway between Hwy 59 
and Niverville), at Municipal Rd. 20 
E. Look for the orange sign! 

We hope you’ll appreciate this 
connection to the farm this summer 
and the part you’re playing. We want 
it to be a valuable opportunity for 
you to reflect on food, faith and 
hunger. I hope you’ll encourage your 
church to reflect together, too! Let us 

know if MCC can help by providing resources or someone to speak! 

Hope all your own planting and growing is going well! Spring is a wonderful season in 
Manitoba—a reminder of the never ending, year-after-year goodness and faithfulness of God. 
Enjoy! And thanks for growing hope with us. 

Ed Barkman for MCC 
 


