
 
Hi farmers! 
 
I hope you’ve been able to enjoy this beautiful summer. We’re rapidly approaching back-to-
school time—and harvest at the Grow Hope field! We wanted to quickly write to you to 
remind you about the upcoming Grow Hope harvest celebration on August 27, and to share a 
bit more about how the land you’re sponsoring is going to make a difference. 
 
Early this summer, there was quite a bit of news coverage on famine and hunger around the 
world. Canadians saw tragic pictures and heard heart-wrenching stories from South Sudan, 
Ethiopia and more. In fact, millions of people in these countries are facing starvation, during 
what the UN has called the worst humanitarian crisis since World War II.  

 
As you consider those images 
and stories, we want you to 
know that your decision to 
join us as part of Grow Hope 
will make a very direct impact. 
The money we raise through 
the sale of the Grow Hope 
crops—and the matching 
funds that will follow—will go 
to providing food for people 
facing hunger in countries like 
South Sudan. And beyond 
those badly-needed emergency 
food distributions, your Grow 

Hope land will also support long-term solutions like agriculture programs that help people 
grow more food to better feed themselves and their families. 
 
Based on how many acres have already been sponsored, we expect Grow Hope to raise close 
to a million dollars this year for food programs—an incredible number. You’re probably a 
bigger part of that than you think, since the crop you sponsored will grow around 8x after 
harvest and matching!  
 
As the number of sponsored acres continues to climb, we're excited to let you know that 
Crystal Springs Hutterite Colony has joined Grow Hope as an additional producer partner, 



 
providing 30 acres of land for Grow Hope. The Colony has shipped its own grain to overseas 
locations for many years, but when we approached them about growing some acres for Grow 
Hope they were eager to get 
involved. As Jerry Waldner, 
the Colony's farm manager 
said, "It's what we believe in, 
and that's one of God's 
commands - to help the 
poor.” Their contribution 
will be part of a wheat field 
just east of Ste Agathe.  
 
With harvest only weeks 
away, we really hope you’ll 
put our harvest celebration 
on your calendar. What 
Grow Hope partners have 
accomplished together is really worth celebrating, and this is your chance to do just that. Join 
us at Grant’s farm, meet the farmers, thank God for the land and pray for the upcoming 
harvest and the work it will support, and for those of us who are urban consumers, get out and 
connect with the land where our food comes from. Find out more at mccmb.ca/events, or give 
us a call at (204)261-6381. It’s free, but please remember to RSVP by August 18. 
 
Thank you again for being part of Grow Hope, and I hope to see you at the farm in a couple 
weeks!  
 
Ed Barkman for MCC 


