
 
Dear farmers, 
 
As harvest approached, we know many of you were joining us in prayer for the Grow Hope 
crop. Our Grow Hope acres have been harvested, and we’ve got news for you on how it did! 
 
The canola at Artel Farms looked very good at the early stages, but there was some worry that 
it might be suffering from dry conditions later in the growing season. But we’ve just learned 
that it came through very well, with an estimate of 55 bushels/acre and a price of 
$11.25/bushel, for $618.75 per acre. Those are fantastic numbers and the most we’ve ever 
made from a Grow Hope crop. That number is before the money is matched, so after 
government matching, your acre of canola will be worth as much as $3093 for MCC and 
CFGB to respond to hunger around the world, which started with an investment of just 
$300/acre. Wow! Thank you for making this Grow Hope’s best year ever. 
 
You may remember that this year, because of so many more people wanting to get in on Grow 
Hope, we also had some acres sponsored at Crystal Spring Hutterite Colony. The news from 

there was great too, with high 
wheat prices, and the best wheat 
crop they’ve ever had according 
to Jerry Waldner at the colony. 
We expect these acres to be 
worth close to $600 before 
matching, too. 
 
So all together, after your crop 
is sold, donated to MCC, and 
then matched through our 
Foodgrains Bank account, we 
expect that—thanks to you—

Grow Hope will have raised up to $1,330,000 this year to help end hunger around the world. 
(That’s more than double last year’s number!) 
 
It’s actually a staggering number, and it’s humbling to think of the individual lives that will be 
touched. 



 
We heard about some of those lives at 
the recent harvest celebration at Artel 
Farms—and were glad to host 100 of 
you to meet Grant, see the crop, and 
share a meal as we celebrated this year’s 
harvest. It was a special treat to have Ian 
Kleinsasser and representatives of 
Crystal Spring Colony there this year 
and to hear both Ian and Grant share 
about why they’re excited to be sharing 
their land through Grow Hope. 
 
All in all, this year has been a fantastic success, and our thanks go to the actual farmers at 
Artel Farms and the colony, as well as to all of you “farmers” who helped make this happen. 
Even though harvest has come and gone, we hope you’ll keep Grow Hope in mind this fall and 
winter as we plan for Grow Hope 2018. We’ll try to be in touch to share some stories about 
how the money we raised is making a difference. We’re looking at ways to make sure we have 
even more acres available next spring, so we hope that you’re as excited as we are about how 
much your gift grew this year, and that you’ll help us spread the word for 2018. (We invite you 
to consider donating “seed money” to get our first acres going in 2018 as a Thanksgiving or 
Christmas project for your family or church!) 
 
Thanks again for farming with us in 2017, and for growing hope with us for so many in need. 
 
Ed Barkman for MCC 
 


