
 
 
Welcome to Grow Hope 2017!  

We have a large number of our “farmers” returning from the last couple of years, so it’s great to have 
you back. We’re also delighted to have so many new people on board this year—thank you! As I write 
this, there’s still a week left in April, and we already have more acres sponsored than we had by the 
end of the growing season in either of our previous years. Thanks to all of you and the farmland you’ve 
offered your support to, we’re expecting to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars to help end hunger. If 
you've been a Grow Hope farmer in the past and haven't signed up yet this year, call us at 204-261-
6381 or 1-888-622-6337. 

To those of you who are new to Grow Hope, my name is Ed Barkman, and I’m a volunteer working with 
Grow Hope on behalf of MCC. We’ve heard from many of you that you support Grow Hope not just 
because of the way your donation grows, but because of the chance to be more connected to the farm 
and where our food comes from. You can expect to hear from us a few times this summer with updates 
about how things are going on the farm, so you’ll know how the crop is doing. You’ll get to know the 
Grow Hope farmer, Grant Dyck, and we’ll also give you more info along the way about where the 
money will go at the end of the year.  

At this point, we’re expecting seeding on the farm to happen sometime in mid-May—we’ll let you know! 
We do have one exciting thing to share though: we’ve just heard from Grant that he has determined 
what the crop on the primary Grow Hope field will be this year. After wheat and then soy in the last two 
years, this year, you’re going to be growing…  

Canola!  

You can look forward to a little more detail 
along the way this summer, and you’ll probably 
learn a bit about canola! We’ll also tell you 
more about Grant’s “first fruits” approach to 
Grow Hope and how he’s making sure the 
project has the biggest impact it can.  

If you have any questions, please let us know! 
We’ll make sure to know when seeding 
happens. And even though we’re already 
setting a new record with how many acres we 
have sponsored, there are still plenty more available, so please invite your friends and family to Grow 
Hope with us! Most importantly, please join us in praying for your acre, the whole Grow Hope field, and 
the thousands of people whose lives we hope will be touched!  

Until next time,  
 
Ed Barkman for MCC 


