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MCC: Behind the Headlines! 
“For the needy shall not always be forgotten, and the hope of the poor shall not perish 
forever.” Psalm 9:18 

MCC serves in many forgotten places where people struggle to find hope. Often, we are 
inspired by the determination of people to overcome daunting challenges. Sometimes, 

we come along just as hope is almost lost. In in all cases, we are called to be an expression of God’s love 
and help create a journey of hope. 

This year we will follow the journey of hope through MCC’s service to people living homeless in our 
community, refugees starting a new life in Canada, farmers in Colombia seeking to grow sustainable crops 
not linked to the drug trade, and those struggling with the lasting impact of war in Vietnam.   

Caring for the Homelessness 
This year King Road MB Church has joined MCC’s response to care for those who live homeless, including 
some of the most vulnerable people in Abbotsford. MCC’s program coordinator, Jane Ngungu, and King 
Road volunteers will share stories of service and hope. 

Colombia Churches in Action 
In May MCC hosted a group of BC church leaders to see the work of the church in Colombia. In Colombia 
we serve the most vulnerable people, including farmers looking to grow crops not connected to the drug 
trade and people who have been displaced by conflict, now living in marginalized communities. Dennis 
Federau attended the trip and will share stories of hope.  

Refugee Sponsorship – 40 Years 
In 1979 the Vietnamese boat people crisis spurred MCC and our supporting churches into action. MCC 
approached the Canadian government and the private refugee sponsorship program was created. Since 
then, MCC has sponsored over 12,000 refugees. We will hear stories from refugees sponsored then and 
now, including one of the first refugee families sponsored 40 years ago. 

Vietnam Then and Now - 65 Years 
In 1954 MCC began serving people uprooted by the war in Vietnam, providing for basic needs, education 
and hope for those displaced by the conflict. MCC continues serving in Vietnam today, 65 years later, 
caring for those facing disabilities caused by the use of a chemical used during the war called Agent 
Orange. Claire Ewert Fisher will share about her time of service from 1973-75 in Vietnam during the war, 
as well as a recent trip to see MCC service to the most vulnerable who bear the lasting impact of the war. 

Thanks for your steadfast support of MCC and the people we serve. 

In Christ, 

Wayne Bremner 
MCC BC Executive Director 
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A Journey of Hope 

Keynote Speaker: Claire Ewert Fisher 
Claire and her husband, Wally Ewert, served with MCC in Vietnam at the height of the war until they were 
evacuated along with others, as South Vietnam fell in 1975. During her time there she served in health 
care at a remote community in the central highlands, where she adopted a Vietnamese baby boy whose 
mother died in childbirth. After Vietnam, Claire and her husband served with MCC in the Philippines and 
Thailand. Shortly after returning home in 1990 her husband Wally passed away.  

Claire then attended Seminary and became a pastor, later serving as Executive Director for MCC in 
Saskatchewan. Claire currently serves as Interim Pastor at Rosthern Mennonite Church and as Health 
Minister at Mount Royal Mennonite Church in Saskatchewan, where her husband Garth Ewert Fisher 
serves as lead pastor.  Claire was born to a refugee woman from Russia and grew up on a small mixed 
farm in Saskatchewan as the youngest of eight children. 

Claire will share about the early work of MCC during the Vietnam war, as well as 
the current work of MCC in Vietnam today. One of the lasting legacies of the war 
in Vietnam are people who face disabilities. During the war the chemical Agent 
Orange was sprayed on crops and jungle areas by the US military to expose enemy 
troop movements and reduce their food sources. The use of this chemical affected 
millions of people and is still in the water and ground today. It causes cancer and 
respiratory issues for those who came into direct contact and birth defects for their 
children, now effecting the fourth generation. MCC is working with local 
organizations to care for those impacted by Agent Orange.    
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Mennonite Central Committee BC 
Annual General Meeting Agenda 

 King Road MB Church 
October 19, 2019  

REGISTRATION 

8:30 Registration and coffee 

SESSION #1 

9:00 Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Vietnam Then & Now: Serving in a Time of Conflict – Claire 
Ewert Fisher 
Refugee Sponsorship Program – Jennifer Mpungu & special 
guests 

10:40 Coffee Break 

SESSION #2 

11:00 Vietnam Then & Now: The Legacy of War – Claire Ewert 
Fisher 

11:45 Business Session – Peter Wolfe 
12:40 Lunch 

SESSION #3 

1:25 Thrift Update – Ben Svehla 
Local Program Highlights – Program Staff 
MCC and the Church in Colombia – Denis Federau 
MCC Centennial – Wayne Bremner 

2:30 Closing Remarks – Peter Wolfe 
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Motions 
Coming Before the MCC BC Annual General Meeting 

October 19, 2019 

Agenda 
1. That the agenda be approved as presented.

Minutes 
2. That the minutes of the September 29, 2018 Annual General Meeting be approved as presented.

Board Nominations and Election 
3. That Gerry Grunau is hereby re-elected to the board of directors of MCC BC to serve a second

three-year term (2019 to 2022) as an MC Representative as presented by the nominating
committee.

4. That the members at the AGM express heart felt appreciation to Tim Kroeker for 9 years of service
on the Board of MCC BC.

Auditor’s Report and Financial Statements 
5. That the Auditor’s Report and the Audited Financial Statements for MCC BC for the Fiscal Year

ending March 31, 2019 be approved as presented.

Appointment of the Auditors 
6. That KPMG be appointed as the auditors for MCC BC for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2020.

Host Congregation 
7. That the participants of the 2019 Annual General Meeting express appreciation to King Road MB

Church for hosting the MCC BC Annual General Meeting.

Adjournment 
8. That the 2019 Annual General Meeting be adjourned.

MCC BC 2019 AGM Delegate Package 7



MINUTES 
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE BC 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
September 29, 2018 9:00 AM 
South Langley MB Church, Langley, BC 

WORSHIP TIME Fred Ekkert 
I Stand Amazed, Amazing Grace, Marvelous Grace 

WELCOME AND PRAYER Dave Navarro 
Dave Navarro, Co-Lead Pastor at South Langley Church, welcomed the attendees to South Langley MB 
Church.  He spoke about South Langley’s partnership with MCC in sponsoring refugee families and how 
MCC is practically helping people rather than only talking about helping people.  

INTRODUCTION OF THE THEME AND KEYNOTE SPEAKER    Wayne Bremner 
Wayne thanked attendees for coming to the AGM and acknowledged that the meeting is taking place 
on Kwantlen territory. 

Wayne introduced the theme of this year’s Annual General Meeting, “Behind the Headlines”, and 
mentioned Jesus’ teachings from Matthew 25 about helping ‘the least of these’. Wayne spoke of MCC’s 
beginnings in Russia and how descendants of those helped are still participating in the work of MCC.  
Wayne gave examples of places MCC is currently working ‘behind the headlines’: Myanmar, where 
villages were burned and many were forced to flee; India where a monsoon washed out roads and 
destroyed homes; Syria where people have fled looking for a safe place; and locally, where we are 
helping our homeless population, reconciling with our indigenous neighbours, and assisting with the 
resettlement of refugees in BC.   

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS Mulanda Jimmy Juma 

Jimmy told us how he grew up ‘behind the headlines’ and gave a short background to the current 
conflict in the DR Congo.  He spoke of how MCC is currently working with Mennonite churches and 
other agencies to provide food, hygiene supplies, and education support in DR Congo.  He reported on 
the impact of those programs and mentioned the difficulty of balancing need with procurement and 
logistics. 

OFFERING Wayne Bremner 

Wayne invited donations for the work of MCC in the DR Congo.  The offertory was played on violin by 
Daniel Verchau (international service worker). 

REFRESHMENT BREAK Wayne Bremner 

GATHERING HYMN Fred Ekkert 
To God Be the Glory 

BUSINESS SESSION 

OPENING REMARKS AND INTRODUCTION Peter Wolfe 
Peter introduced the Business Session.  The agenda was accepted as presented. 

MOTION 2018-01: That the agenda be approved as presented. M/S/C 
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MINUTES OF 2017 AGM ___________________________________________ Ingrid Schultz 
Ingrid reviewed the Minutes of the 2017 AGM and presented a motion to approve them. 

MOTION 2018-02: That the minutes of the September 30, 2017 Annual General Meeting be 
approved as presented. M/S/C 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS Gerry Grunau 
Gerry acknowledged board members who have stepped down in 2018: Sharon Simpson, Norma Bergen, 
and Dianne Erisman.  

The following board members’ terms are ending and all have agreed to an additional three year term: 
Peter Wolfe, Don Klaassen, and Terry Christie. The following have been nominated to the board of 
directors: Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen, Louise Larson, and Sharon Zacharias.  

MOTION 2018-03: That Peter Wolfe, Don Klaassen, and Terry Christie are hereby re-elected 
and Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen, Louise Larsen, and Sharon Zacharias are hereby elected to the 
board of directors of MCC BC for a three year term as presented by the nominating committee.  
M/S/C 

AUDITOR'S REPORT Terry Christie 
Terry Christie, MCC BC Board Treasurer, presented the audited financial statements and the auditor’s 
report, providing highlights, comments and analysis.  Terry invited and answered questions and then 
moved that the audited financial statements and the auditor’s report be approved. 

MOTION 2018-04:  That the Auditor’s Report and the Audited Financial Statements for MCC 
BC for the Fiscal Year ending March 31, 2018 be approved as presented.  M/S/C 

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR Terry Christie 
Terry noted that our auditors Friesen Pankratz and Associates LLP have been performing very well. 
On this basis, Terry moved that they be appointed as our auditor for the coming year. 

MOTION 2018-05:  That Friesen Pankratz and Associates LLP be appointed as the auditors for 
MCC BC for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2019.  M/S/C 

SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS Peter Wolfe & Wayne Bremner 
Peter explained the requirement for the Special Resolutions, answered questions, and asked that the 
resolutions be approved. 

MOTION 2018-06: BE IT RESOLVED as a Special Resolution of the Members of the Society 
that the following statement be added to Article XI in the By-laws of MCC British Columbia, as 
follows: “As part of the Anabaptist churches worldwide, we believe that the first fruits of the 
new creation, the Kingdom of God, are manifest in the peoplehood called the church. As an arm 
of the church, we have been given the ministry of reconciliation. We follow the teaching and 
example of Christ by loving others, and in doing so we give expression to the incarnation of 
God’s love dwelling within us. As Christians we are called to serve others as an expression of our 
faith.” “The primary purpose of MCC British Columbia is to serve its members, and those 
identified as part of the Anabaptist Christian faith community, by providing opportunities for 
them to serve and express God’s love by meeting basic human needs and working for peace and 
justice.” M/S/C 

TRANSITION HYMN Fred Ekkert 
Blessed Be the Name 
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MCC LEGACY TRUST REPORT Jay Teichroeb 
Jay told the story of how MCC Legacy Trust started and explained that the purpose of MCC Legacy 
Trust is “to use the net income derived by the property to provide assistance to the poorest of the poor 
to meet the basic necessities of life.”  Jay described the process of developing Cedar Ridge Estates in 
Parksville, and Promontory Ridge Estates and Elk Creek Joint Venture in Chilliwack.  He also 
mentioned the revitalization of Park Village and Pine Glen Apartments in Prince George.  Jay gave a 
brief background of each member of the Legacy Trust board. 

STORYTELLING – PRINCE GEORGE PROGRAMMING Melissa Giles 
Melissa shared a report from Nori Milton, MCC BC Community Support Worker in Prince George, and 
mentioned the different agencies MCC is partnering with in Prince George.  MCC aims to build 
community at both Park Village and Pine Glen through community meals, gardens, a drop-in centre, 
and other events and programs.  Melissa is encouraged by the growing sense of belonging and 
community. 

Q & A – MCC LEGACY TRUST AND PRINCE GEORGE Jay Teichroeb & Melissa Giles 
Jay, Wayne, and Melissa answered the following questions from members: 

• First, one member asked why the donation from Cedar Ridge was going towards the capital
campaign rather than MCC program. Jay and Wayne explained that it helps assets produce
income and Legacy trusts the decisions of MCCBC and doesn’t designate how donations are to
be used.  Also, the initial donor wished to help with the capital campaign. Current 5-year budget
projections do include donations from Legacy into MCC programming (rather than paying
down debt)

• Another member asked whether Legacy planned to provide low-income housing in their
developments. Jay explained that the properties being developed already had plans in place and
lent themselves to single family homes.  The units in Prince George are currently low-income
housing.  Legacy and MCC BC are moving forward in talks with BC Housing & CMHC to
facilitate other opportunities. Another member expressed appreciation for the provision of low-
cost housing in Prince George, as their former foster daughter is currentling

• Another member asked whether large donations from Legacy would discourage others from
giving smaller amounts to MCC’s work.  Jay explained that the needs will always be greater and
there will always be more that MCC can do to help. MCC Legacy Trust does not change the
grassroots foundation of MCC.

• Kellerman (Peace Mennonite): is MCC/Legacy going to venture into the territories/partner
with first nations?  Wayne explained that MCCC has the responsibility for any programs in the
territories.  Jay explained that the PG apartments have a significant first nations population,
and Legacy/MCC programming support them.

• Bartel (Eagle Ridge): first nations prior foster dtr is in MCC apt in PG, appreciates the low-cost
housing

• James Toews (board): board needs to shift generations – current large donations are coming
from the original generation, we need to continue

INTRODUCTION - #CHURCHTOO FEATURE Wayne Bremner 
Wayne explained the #ChurchToo movement and introduced Bryan Born. 

#CHURCHTOO FEATURE – CBC EXPERIENCE Bryan Born 
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 Bryan told of how CBC dealt with an allegation of professional sexual misconduct.  He spoke of initially 
hoping the situation would disappear, but realized that the college had a responsibility to the 
victims/survivors.  CBC then hosted a conference on professional sexual misconduct in May. 

#CHURCHTOO FEATURE – MCC BC END ABUSE PROGRAM Elsie Goerzen 
Elsie mentioned some resources available about clergy misconduct, and explained that misconduct has 
life-long effects for both victims and perpetrators, as well as their families.  End Abuse seeks to offer 
support and bring healing to those who have suffered abuse.  Elsie described the different End Abuse 
programs and groups currently offered by MCCBC. 

Q & A - #CHURCHTOO FEATURE Elsie Goerzen & Melissa Giles 
Safeguards for new refugees – both protecting from sponsorship group and supporting those who were 
abused prior to arrival. 
-make sure sponsorship groups receive training, MCCBC meets with sponsors and refugees separately
Dave Esau (Eagle Ridge) encouraged us with his experience at Eagle Ridge hearing from abused
women.
What kind of response do victims usually have from pastors?
-unfortunately, many women don’t have positive responses
Has CBC developed protocol for any future occurrences?
-yes, there have been systems put in place for reporting, investigating; harassment info being included
in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th year courses
Gary Janzen (MCBC): setting up link on home page of website for reporting sexual misconduct
A survivor said that she has found healing in spite of the church, and hopes that this will change and the
church will become a pioneer instead of dragging its heels.

LUNCH BREAK 

GATHERING SONG ________________________ IVEPers & International Service Workers 
How Great Is Our God 

STORYTELLING – NEW FOUNDATIONS Arnolde Ndjock & Melissa Giles 
The New Foundations program works with single parents and newcomers to improve financial literacy, 
employment readiness, and budgeting skills.  Arnolde shared that she came to Canada from Cameroon 
as a refugee.  She heard about the program from a friend, didn’t know what to expect, and ended up 
learning how to save money and found a job 

STORYTELLING – SALT Teresa Fuller 
Teresa shared about her experience in Nicaragua working in a deaf school teaching English, and then 
Chemistry and Physics.  She was also involved with children’s programs at a cultural centre. 

MCC COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES REPORT Ron van Wyk 
The purpose of MCCCE is to provide training and work experience to people who have barriers to 
employment, provide employment, build relationships, and use their profits to support the work of 
MCC. CE also partners with different levels of government and other agencies and companies.

MCC THRIFT REPORT & STORYTELLING Ben Svehla 
Ben thanked attendees for their many hours spent volunteering with MCC in various capacities.  He 
reported on BC Thrift Shops, highlighting the help given to individuals needing immediate assistance.  
Ben spoke about the Fort St John location moving into a new, larger location, where sales have doubled.  
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He also mentioned the Kelowna location, which has expanded into space previously occupied by another 
tenant and added on to the building as well.  Ben spoke about TTV and the relationships it builds and 
highlighted TTV’s partnership with Sacred Mark in Bangladesh which provides employment to former 
sex workers. 

CONCLUDING COMMENTS Peter Wolfe 
Peter reiterated MCC’s call to action – to not just talk – and reminded us about the transformation that 
takes place when we are the hands and feet of Jesus. 

AGM EVALUATION INSTRUCTIONS Wayne Bremner 
Wayne invited participants to complete the evaluation of the meeting. 

CONCLUSION AND ADJOURNMENT  Peter Wolfe 
The following motions were approved.  Peter Wolfe then gave concluding comments and closed the 
meeting in prayer.   

MOTION 2018-07:  That the participants of the 2018 Annual General Meeting express 
appreciation to South Langley MB Church for hosting the MCC BC Annual General Meeting.  
M/S/C 

MOTION 2018-08h:  That the 2018 Annual General Meeting be adjourned.  M/S/C 

CLOSING HYMN Fred Ekkert 
To God be the Glory 

The AGM was adjourned at approximately 2:30 p.m. 
Minutes recorded by Naomi Chambers, Donations Administrator for MCC BC. 
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MCC BC Board of Directors
2019-2020 

Peter Wolfe (MB) - Chair 
I was born and raised in the Fraser Valley and settled in Langley once our children started 
arriving.  I am by education, an Electrical Engineer, graduating from UBC in 1981 and a 
registered Professional Engineer. I have spent my working career in the high technology field 
developing software. I have been a member of South Langley Church (MB) since 1982 and 
have served in many capacities including 8 years as Moderator. I was widowed from my wife 
Carol after 28 years of marriage in 2007. I am delightfully remarried to Annette Quiring as of 
2011. I have three adult children, all married, along with one grandson. I love to spend free 
time out in the mountains hiking and have recently taken up long distance running. 

Don Klaassen (MB) - Vice Chair 
I grew up in the Yarrow MB church where I was encouraged in ministry in my teen years. Judy 
and I met at Briercrest Bible College, and after graduation began traveling with music/drama 
teams to Europe and Asia. Soon after our oldest child reached school age, I served for 6 ½ 
years as associate pastor at Sardis Community Church where we still attend. After earning my 
M.A. in Communications and Missions at Wheaton Graduate School, I did mobilization work
with several mission agencies, including five years with MB Mission.  I now serve with
Outreach Canada as a Church Mission Coach and have worked closely these last years with
the MCC Aboriginal Neighbours Program.

Terry Christie (MC) – Treasurer 
I was born in England, Great Britain, but grew up in Burnaby and Port Coquitlam, where I 
attended elementary and high school.  I attended UBC for five years, attaining a Bachelor of 
Commerce degree in 1970.  I moved to Langley after graduation. Subsequently, I articled with 
a large public accounting firm, Touche Ross & Co., where I attained a C.A. designation in 1972. 
Most of my career has been with local government.  I worked for the City of New Westminster 
(2 years), City of Surrey (16 years), and then became the Director of Finance at the City of 
North Vancouver (9 years), retiring in 2006.  I then returned to work in 2008, 6 months with 
MCC and then 3.5 years with CBC as the College Business Administrator (retired again 
September 2012).  My wife Judy and I began attending Bethel Mennonite Church in Langley 
in the early 1980’s and were baptized there.  Our family has been blessed by God; we have 

two wonderful daughters, both now with families of their own.  Both daughters met their husbands through our church. 
We have 4 grandchildren, two each from those two families. 
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Louise Larsen (MB) - Secretary
While I have lived in Abbotsford for much of my life, after graduating high school I moved to 
Vancouver to obtain my BA. There I started my career in marketing & business management 
which continued when I returned to Abbotsford 14 years later. I have been blessed to have 
worked and volunteered with many worthwhile for-profit, non-profit and government 
organizations including MCCBC and MEDA. Our move back to Abbotsford was driven by the 
desire to give our children the warmth of a large extended family. Once here, we searched 
for a church that would support our family’s spiritual growth and found that in Northview 
Community Church, which we have been members of for over 15 years. With the belief that 
we have a responsibility to live our lives with purpose and for Christ, I am looking forward to 

contributing to and working with the MCCBC Board. 

Sharon Zacharias (MC) 
I was raised in Richmond, BC, where I attended Peace Mennonite Church, before my family 
moved to Abbotsford, BC, in 1989 and we began attending Emmanuel Mennonite Church. 
I completed my Diploma of Business Administration at UCFV in 1997, then continued my 
education at TWU, where I graduated with my Bachelor of Business Administration 
(Honours) in 2000.  In 2001, I received my Chartered Accountant designation.  I worked at 
KPMG, a public accounting firm for 10 years, before leaving to work in industry.  I have 
worked for 10 years as a controller for a private construction/real estate development 
group of companies, and I currently work there part-time and work part-time as a Senior 
Manager at a local CPA firm.  My volunteer positions include serving on the MCBC Camp 
Squeah Committee, being Budget Chair of the 2016 Abbotsford BC Summer Games and a 

member of the Budget Committee for the 2004 Games and serving on other various church and charity finance 
committees.  MCC has been a part of my life for as long as I can remember.  Growing up, I volunteered at the MCC Relief 
Sale for several years, working at the quilt auction along with my mom.  When I was 17, I spent a summer working at 
MCC’s Self Help Crafts (now Ten Thousand Villages).  I look forward to continuing my involvement with MCC in a new way 
going forward. 

Ingrid Schultz (MC) 
MCC has been an important part of my story. My mother’s side of our family received help 
from MCC in the Ukraine and Germany. I remember reading reports of MCC workers in our 
Sherbrooke Mennonite newsletter growing up. After graduating from UBC in Elementary 
Education, I applied to MCC thinking I would go to Newfoundland and wound up in Bolivia. I 
served in MCC Bolivia for seven years, my first term as a teacher and my second term as a 
Regional Coordinator. In between those terms I worked four years in the Personnel 
Department of MCC Canada. My work with local churches in Bolivia got me thinking about 
attending seminary. After my last term in Bolivia, in 1989, I attended the Associated 

(Anabaptist) Mennonite Seminary, doing my final year of studies in Chicago through the Seminary Consortium for Urban 
Pastoral Education (SCUPE). I was a pastor of a Hispanic Mennonite Church in Chicago for seven years, then pastor of the 
First United Mennonite Church in Vancouver for 13 years and have now been Chaplain at Menno Place for two years. I 
am currently a member of Emmanuel Mennonite Church and am grateful for their strong support of MCC. 
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Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen (MC) 
I spent most of my growing up years here in the Fraser Valley, first in Greendale where my 
father was pastor at Greendale MB Church and then later in Abbotsford when my father 
became pastor at Bakerview MB.  I studied Music and Theology at Mennonite Brethren Bible 
College (now CMU) and then completed a Master of Divinity degree (Pastoral Ministry) at 
Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary in Fresno, California.  I was Lead Pastor at River East 
MB Church in Winnipeg from 1990-2000 and have been pastoring at Level Ground (formerly 
West Abbotsford Mennonite Church) since 2000.  I am married to Richard Thiessen who is 
Director of the Mennonite Heritage Museum and we have three young adult sons and a 
daughter-in-law.   I have enjoyed my involvement in Mennonite Church BC as Vice-Moderator 
as well as my Board member involvement with Canadian Mennonite University.  Though I have 

not had the opportunity to do a term of overseas service with MCC, we were able to live and work in Ethiopia for several 
months as a family and that was a very rewarding experience.  

James Toews (MB) 
I am the pastor of Neighborhood MB Church in Nanaimo. Our family moved here in 1987 and 
in those years, 11 grandchildren have been added to the three children I came here with. 
After 27 years, we have come to deeply love this town and are blessed with a small, but warm 
and active church family. I grew up in Abbotsford in the heart of the Mennonite world, into a 
family that has been integrally involved with MCC from its very beginnings. My children are 
part of a generation that does not know MCC the way I did. Part of the passion I bring with 
me is finding ways to articulate and live the mission of MCC as it moves ever farther from its 
historic roots but ever towards the Kingdom mandate to be salt and light. 

MCC BC Nominees 
For Election to the Board of Directors 

October 19, 2019 

Gerry Grunau is nominated for re-election to serve his second board term as an MC Representative 
from 2019 to 2022. 

Gerry Grunau (MC) 
Spending time at MCC fits in with my interests in social justice and aboriginal relationships 
and is a natural extension of the issues that concern Langley Mennonite Church where we 
have attended for 20 years. Previously, we spent 20 years in Winnipeg (Charleswood 
Mennonite Church) and I grew up in Vancouver attending Mountainview Mennonite Church. 
Jane and I currently live in Abbotsford.  We have a married son with two grandchildren, a 
daughter living in Vancouver and one married son living in Winnipeg. I have recently decided 
to move on to other challenges after 36 years working in civil engineering and managerial 
positions in the Federal government, primarily with the Department of Indian Affairs. I am 

involved in various organizational committees including the MCBC Finance Committee and Leadership Board. 

MCC BC 2019 AGM Delegate Package 15



Outgoing Directors

Tim Kroeker has served on the Board of Directors from 2010 to 2019, first as a Member at Large, then as 
an MB Representative.  His business and construction experience as well as his wisdom and insight on 
critical issues has been a valuable contribution to the Board.  We thank Tim for his dedication and 
commitment to MCC! 

Tim Kroeker (MB) 
I live in Surrey, BC with my family. I am involved with coaching sports and enjoy traveling. I have 
volunteered in various capacities at the MCC Relief Sale in Abbotsford and was on the MCC 
Relief Sale Committee for 12 years. I graduated from Trinity Western University.  Since 
graduation I have worked in the residential construction industry. I am the President of Redekop 
Kroeker Development Inc., a real estate development company based in Richmond, BC. We 
have been attending and enjoying North Langley Community Church since 2004. 
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MCC BC Nominating Committee Report 

MCC BC Bylaws allow for up to 16 Board positions: 5 Mennonite Brethren appointed positions; 5 
Mennonite Church appointed positions; 2 other Mennonite Conferences appointed positions; and 
4 Members-at-large positions nominated by the Board.  Board members can serve three 
consecutive 3 year terms, after which, they must step down for one year before being eligible for 
re-election.   

Up for re-election:   Gerry Grunau – Term 2 – 2019 to 2022 

Finishing service: Tim Kroeker – served three consecutive terms from 2010 to 2019 

Current MCC BC Board Member 
Name  Term Start End 

Gerry Grunau MC 1 2016 2019 Up for re-election 

Tim Kroeker MB 3 2016 2019 Completed 3 terms 

Ingrid Schultz MC 2 2017 2020 

James Toews MB 2 2017 2020 

Karen Heidebrecht-Thiessen MC 1 2018 2021 

Louise Larsen MB 1 2018 2021 

Sharon Zacharias MC 1 2018 2021 

Don Klaassen MB 2 2018 2021 

Terry Christie MC 3 2018 2021 

Peter Wolfe MB 3 2018 2021 
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