MCC Blessing Bid Projects for 2019
Looking for giving options to include in relief sale booklets and promotional materials? Below you will
find descriptions of projects to inspire giving. The project information can be shared as “blessing bids”
during auctions. Cost breakdowns can be used incentivize donations during auction events. For
printed relief sales materials, please use photos in their original .jpg format. Photos can be found in
MCC Media Space in the collection called “Photos for relief sales and thrift shops,” or contact Les
Gustafson-Zook.
Designations are listed for each project below. Gifts marked “Where Needed Most” are also
appreciated, as they support the breadth of MCC’s ongoing work and allow us to respond to new and
urgent needs.

Increasing harvests and giving farmers new ways
to earn a living
A gift of food gives families new ways to expand harvests, increasing income and improving nutrition. Around
the world, MCC helps farmers care for the health of their land and grow more food for their families and
communities.

LESOTHO
Project: Conservation Agriculture Up-Scaling Program
Growing Nations Trust (GNT), an MCC partner in
Maphutseng, Lesotho, promotes conservation agriculture
through a Christian lens called “Farming God’s Way.” GNT
uses demonstration fields to show the difference between
conventional farming and the principles of conservation
agriculture from a creation care perspective. MCC supports
GNT's extension work, including outreach in the
community to promote better farming practices, and a
program for resident students. MCC makes funds available
to GNT so they can retain International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP) participants who want to work at
GNT when they return to Lesotho after their IVEP assignments. In this photo, GNT staff–Joshua Ramataleli
(left) and former IVEPer Peiso Makhube–give a guided tour to MCC visitors, while resident students work
together in one of the demonstration plots. (MCC photo/Brenda Burkholder)
MCC Media Space ID# 83633
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This Communications article features both MCC’s agriculture work in Lesotho and how participants from
Lesotho have expanded their skills through MCC’s International Volunteer Exchange Program.
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/lessons-ivep-help-grow-hope
Please designate your gift to Lesotho/food or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/food to support this project.
$100 provides conservation agricultural training and support to one young farmer in Lesotho

INDIA
Project: Food Security for Indigenous Communities
MCC is working with Disha (Hindi word for ‘finding the right
path or direction’) in indigenous tribal villages in the district of
Sundargarh in the state of Odisha, India. Projects focus on
building and sustaining food security, including water
conservation. Training on income generation, especially for
women, focusses on activities such as raising chickens and
goats and cultivating mushrooms.
Pictured are chickens belonging to Mariam Toppo feeding
outside of Toppo’s home in the village of Sandalki. Toppo and other residents of Sandalki receive support from
MCC partner Disha, including training on animal husbandry and income generation. (MCC photo/James
Souder)
MCC Media Space ID# 84728
A one-page donor proposal with additional information is available on the Hub or by request.
Please designate your gift to India/food or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/food to support this project.
$15 provides a woman with 10 chicks to help improve her poultry production in India
$100 covers the cost for a veterinarian to travel to remote villages in India
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BANGLADESH
Project: Integrated Food Security for Aboriginal
Communities
MCC works with partners in a food and nutrition project in
northern Bangladesh where Aboriginal groups are poor and
marginalized. The project aims to improve the health of
child-bearing women and babies. It encourages women to
plant kitchen gardens and to raise improved-variety chickens
that will yield more eggs, to increase family nutrition and
income. The project also provides training in mediation and
conflict mitigation skills for individuals and groups to work
toward building more sustainable and peaceful communities. More than 5,000 families are involved in this
project. Pictured, project participant Beauty Hembrom examines her guava tree while holding Sreemoni Hasda,
her neighbor. (MCC photo/Dave Klassen)
MCC Media Space ID# 73173
Please designate your gift to Bangladesh/food or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/food to support this project.
$13 covers the cost of planting and nurturing a fruit tree in Bangladesh, such as guava, lemon, papaya
or olive (includes transportation, training, follow-up) In all, more than 50,000 tree seedlings are being
planted through this project.
$30 provides vaccinations for a flock of 25 chickens
$80 provides materials for one community group (25 people) to save crop seeds

Providing clean water around the world
A gift of water helps build irrigation systems, wells and piped water systems in communities around the world.

BOLIVIA
Project: Rainwater Catchment and Food Security
From left: Carlos Jesus Segundo, Edwardo Segundo,
Marcia Ester Segundo, Marcia Romero and Edward
Segundo stand next to a rainwater catchment system that
MCC funded in Caipepe, Bolivia.
MCC has worked with the Caipepe Guaraní indigenous
community near Charagua, Bolivia, since 2010 to improve
community members’ access to water. MCC has supported
the drilling or improvement of eight wells for the
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community, which is in a drought-prone area of the country. It has also supported the construction of 45 dry
latrines to help protect ground water from contamination. MCC is now helping to provide rainwater catching
systems for families to use to irrigate their gardens. By 2020, 45 Guaraní families will have these systems in
place. MCC’s project supports this community as well as two Low German Mennonite colonies in the area; 107
total rainwater catchment systems are planned. (MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky)
MCC Media Space ID# 88655
A one-page donor proposal with additional information is available on the Hub or by request.
Stories: https://mcccanada.ca/stories/catching-rain-improving-nutrition
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/assignment-water-resource-workers
Please designate your gift to Bolivia/water or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/water to support this project.
$450 provides one rainwater catchment system in Bolivia; the goal is to fund 107 of these systems

Ethiopia
Project: Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)
Netff Nentfa, pictured, collects water from a tap built as part
of a water, sanitation and health project. In several areas of
Ethiopia, MCC is supporting efforts to provide safe, clean
and nearby sources of water to over 62,000 people. This
work includes digging of wells, developing local springs and
constructing latrine/sanitation facilities. Before these projects
started, residents in rural areas were traveling 2-3 hours for
water and many times ended up collecting contaminated
water. They were also suffering from water shortages during
the January-May dry season. This work is done through partnerships with Migbare Senay Children and Family
Support Organization (MSCFSO) and Afro-Ethiopia Integrated Development (AEID). (MCC photo/Matthew
Sawatsky)
MCC Media Space ID# 63336
Please designate your gift to Ethiopia/water or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/water to support this project.
$20 provides training for one water management committee in Ethiopia
$1,500 provides hygiene and sanitation education for an entire kebele (neighbourhood) for one year in
Ethiopia
$4,500 builds one complete well in Ethiopia
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NIGERIA
Project: WASH for Life in Communities
Christiana Moses (foreground) pumps water at the new
borehole in the village of Tuli-Koma in eastern Nigeria.
MCC supported the establishment of the borehole and a
latrine in this village and 11 other villages between
2014-2017 through its partner organization Go
International Mission. Go International seeks to reduce
illnesses associated with unsafe water and poor
sanitation practices through drilling wells and building
latrines, accompanied by education in good sanitation
practices. (MCC Photo/Matthew Lester/May 2017)
This ongoing project will reach five additional villages. Activities include drilling hand pump boreholes as well
as constructing latrines and handwashing stations.
MCC Media Space ID# 79316
Story: https://mcccanada.ca/stories/goodbye-river-water?_ga=2.42517025.588444093.1517495306126932904.1412256633
Please designate your gift to Nigeria/water or visit donate.mcc.org/water to support this project.
$725 builds one latrine in Nigeria (plans include building 12 latrines per year)
$22 builds one handwashing station alongside a latrine in Nigeria
$5,200 builds one borehole well in Nigeria

MOZAMBIQUE
Project: Caia Wells
Across Mozambique, the search for clean and reliable
water is urgent and constant. MCC and the Christian
Council of Mozambique (CCM) have been providing wells
in the Caia district since 2004. Each well has a “well
committee” which manages and maintains the wells. These
committees help ensure that the wells will continue to
provide reliable sources of water for many years to come.
As of March 2018, 95 wells had been built, providing water
for approximately 47,500 people in Caia and Marromeu
districts in Sofala Province. Each well provides clean water for 500 or more people. Pictured: Marinha Mariano
(5) fills a jug at a well in Caia. (MCC Photo/Matthew Sawatsky)
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MCC Media Space ID# 38860
A one-page donor proposal with additional information is available on the Hub or by request.
Please designate your gift to Mozambique/water or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/water to support this project.
$100 provides two water filters which are needed for one well in Mozambique
$750 provides a pump in one well in Mozambique
$5,200 builds one complete well in Mozambique

Meeting urgent human needs
A gift of relief helps MCC respond quickly in times of disaster or conflict and supports long-term recovery and
rebuilding that bring hope months or years after a crisis. To learn more about MCC’s current relief responses
please visit: https://mcccanada.ca/learn/what/relief/disasters
$40 provides items for one relief kit: (bath soap, shampoo, laundry soap, toothbrushes, bath towels, combs,
fingernail clipper, band-aids, sanitary pads). Designate your gift to Relief.

UKRAINE
Project: Material Resources for Vulnerable People in the
Zhitomyr Region
Valentina Inskirveliy, pictured, received MCC relief
including canned meat, hygiene kits, and blankets from
MCC partner Care and Mercy Regional Charity Fund
(CMZ). MCC is partnering with CMZ to provide
humanitarian assistance including canned meat, blankets
and kits to local hosts and refugees from conflict areas;
children in orphanages; and sick, disabled and elderly
people living in Zhitomyr City and region. Through another
MCC emergency response project, CMZ is helping displaced people cover the cost of heating for the winter.
(MCC photo/Colin Vandenburg)
MCC Media Space ID# 69786
Please designate your gift to Ukraine/relief or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/relief to support this project.
$100 provides food and comfort for a family in need in Ukraine (helps to cover shipping and related costs)

R e l i e f s a l e g i vi n g p r o j e c t s
2019

Mennonite Central Committee
1 3 4 P l a z a D r i ve
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9

204.261.6381
Toll-free 888.622.6337
mcccanada.ca

DR CONGO
Project: Kasai Crisis Response
MCC welcomes your support as we join with the
Mennonite Brethren Church of Congo, the Mennonite
Church of Congo and the Evangelical Mennonite Church
(CEM) to provide food assistance, trauma healing,
agriculture and pig farming supplies, and school items to
displaced people affected by violence in the Kasai region
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo).
Pictured: Agnès Ntumba, wearing a light blue shirt on the
right, and her family share a pot of beans that Ntumba made from supplies that were part of a food distribution
she received earlier that day. Evangelical Mennonite Church, an MCC partner, organized the distribution for
people who are staying in the Kabwela area of Lomami Province since being displaced by violence from the
Kasai Province. (MCC photo/Mulanda Jimmy Juma)
Mennonite church leaders in DR Congo have asked other Anabaptists around the world, including MCC, for
help in meeting the needs of displaced people. Since 2016 MCC has allocated over $1.1 million toward the
response in Kasai. New and ongoing MCC-supported projects include:
▪ continuation of food assistance to more than 1,000 households, with distributions planned through
March 2019;
▪ support for school fees, uniforms and school supplies for 950 displaced children;
▪ distribution of seeds and tools to 400 families and pig farming supplies to 300 families;
▪ trauma healing and conflict resolution skills workshops for displaced people, host community members,
community leaders and individuals working directly with displaced people.
MCC Media Space ID# 86578
A one-page donor proposal with additional information is available on the Hub or by request.
Story: https://mcccanada.ca/stories/raising-pigs-planting-seeds
Please designate your gift to Kasai Crisis Response or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/relief to support this project.
$25 provides one set of farming tools (hoe, machete and axe) in DR Congo
$80 provides one sow for a family in DR Congo
$260 builds one piggery to house pigs in DR Congo
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COLOMBIA
Project: Food and Shelter for Venezuelan Refugees
As Venezuelan refugees pour into Colombia seeking basic necessities, MCC is partnering with a local
Mennonite church working to be the hands and feet of Jesus to people facing an unknown future. The
Mennonite Church of Riohacha has opened up its doors, using its church facility to house and feed 35
Venezuelan refugees, helping them transition to life in Colombia or providing assistance until refugees can
return to Venezuela. MCC is providing funding for this project, providing two meals a day to the 35 people
living at the church and to an additional 10 people a day who have been referred to the church by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
The goal is for families to stay at the church for a maximum of three months, or until more permanent housing
and some type of employment can be found. As families move on, other families will be invited to live in the
church, so that there will always be at least 35 people living there.
Photos and an MCC news story about this project are pending.
A one-page donor proposal with additional information is available on the Hub or by request.
Please designate your gift to Venezuela/Refugee Relief or visit donate.mcc.org/relief to support this project.
$115 provides one month of meals for a Venezuelan refugee in Colombia
$1,300 covers the weekly cost of meals for 45 refugees provided by the Mennonite Church of Riohacha,
Colombia

Improving health for families and communities
A gift of health helps prevent the spread of disease and keeps communities healthier.

BURUNDI
Project: Hope School Health and Nutrition
Students at Hope School in Gitega, Burundi, run by MCC
partner Christian Union for Education and Development
of the Underprivileged (UCEDD), begin the school day
with a healthy breakfast that includes MCC canned meat.
At Hope School a daily meal is provided to all students to
address hunger. The canned meat is supplemented with
locally-purchased food, such as nutritious rolls and
vegetables. Hope School enrolls an average of 515
students per year. (MCC photo/Craig Bielema)
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Through this project MCC also supports the Hope School community through water and hygiene trainings,
soap distribution, handwashing at school, home visits to students’ families, and increased access to piped
water in homes. MCC also provides feminine hygiene kits to help keep girls in school.
MCC Media Space ID# 92597
Please designate your gift to Burundi/health or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/health to support this project.
$6 provides hygiene supplies to help keep a girl in school in Burundi
$65 provides a take-home soap for 50 students in Burundi
$100 provides soap for every classroom at Hope School in Burundi

JORDAN
Project: Green Schools Water Conservation
Gena Alelah Mohammad, a student from the Bassa primary school,
takes a drink of water from the school's tap. MCC partner Madaba for
Supporting Development (MSD) operates the Green Schools program,
which is improving access to water and encouraging water conservation
at nine schools (over three years) in the Madaba governorate of Jordan.
MSD updates water infrastructure such as pipes, tanks, faucets and
washrooms to reduce loss of water from leakage and improves the
safety of drinking water. They also install grey water tanks that collect
waste water from drinking and washing hands. The project installs
gardens on the school grounds, which are irrigated using the grey water,
and paints the outside of schools and some classrooms to improve the
overall learning environment at the school. MSD also raises awareness
of water conservation through training for school staff and assists each
school in starting an environmental club which helps maintain the new
gardens and encourages other students to conserve water and help
maintain the gardens and school grounds. (MCC photo/Meghan Mast)
MCC Media Space ID# 92709
Please designate your gift to Jordan/health or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/health to support this project.
$300 provides a water tank and pumps for one school in Jordan
$330 pays local workers to construct a school garden in Jordan
$530 provides water piping for one school in Jordan
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Education and vocational training
A gift of education gives children better chances to learn and grow, improves teaching and increases
opportunities for youth through vocational training.

GUATEMALA
Project: Triumphant Children
Teacher Mayra Magdalena Reanda Tacaxoy works
with Elias Sapalú at the ANADESA after-school
program outside of Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala.
ANADESA’s after-school tutoring program,
Triumphant Children serves 70 children. Teachers
work with groups of students to help them complete
homework and reinforce academic concepts,
because most of the children’s parents are
uneducated and cannot assist their children in this
way. ANADESA, MCC’s partner, works with
indigenous children, youth and women through
educational programs, livelihood opportunities and community development in the communities of Panabaj,
Tzanchaj and Chukmuk, near the tourist destination of Lake Atitlan. MCC provides the stipends for the
afterschool tutors as well as backpacks, school supplies, research materials, the printing of homework,
photocopies of study materials, and access to classroom materials, all of which makes a difference in the lives
of the children and adolescents. (MCC photo/Matthew Lester)
MCC Media Space ID# 66564
Please designate your gift to Guatemala/education or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/education to support this
project. $75 provides afterschool tutoring in Guatemala

BANGLADESH
Project: Girls Access to Education
Girls face quite a few barriers to education in
Bangladesh, including sexual harassment on their
way to and from school. In recent times, the
alarming number of suicides committed by young
girls shook the nation. This brought the safety and
security of girls attending school into question.
Isita Chambugong, pictured left, is a boarding
student in Grade 4 at the Baromari Catholic Mission
School in Baromari, Bangladesh.
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For many years, MCC in Bangladesh has partnered with Catholic Sisters to help girls get an education.
Parents living in remote areas, often Indigenous families, are eager to admit their girls into boarding schools
because of the safe environment for education. To offset the financial strain on these families, MCC helps
cover the cost of tuition, food and school kits for 270 girls in secondary school. In addition, to address the
challenges of health, security and safety that adolescent girls live with, this project provides training on
developing healthy self-esteem and anger management. The teenage students also benefit from training on
health, hygiene and other life skills. (MCC photo/Dave Klassen)
MCC Media Space ID# 78169
Please designate your gift to Bangladesh/education or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/education to support this
project.
$100 helps girls access a safe environment for education in Bangladesh

LEBANON
Project: Tuition for Refugee Children
This project provides three levels of early childhood
education to refugee children who are living in
Lebanon, including children from Syria. These
classes enable children to enter the first grade and
provide quality education as well as psychological
support, including art therapy and home visits.
Caption: Students age 5 (names not used for
security reasons) participate in a kindergarten class
run by MCC partner Popular Aid for Relief and
Development (PARD) in Beirut, Lebanon. PARD
gives Syrian refugees and Palestinian refugees from Syria and Lebanon access to free kindergarten and
preschool classes. (MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky/January 2017)
MCC Media Space ID# 71826
Please designate your gift to Lebanon/education or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/education to support this
project. $525 provides tuition for one child in Lebanon; 140 children are currently attending school
through this project
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SOUTH SUDAN
Project: Women’s Empowerment through Tailoring and
Design in Juba, South Sudan
Suzan Jokudu is sewing a school uniform during a tailoring
lesson at the Women Empowerment Program (WEP)
center in Juba, South Sudan. (WEP photo/Florence
Ayikoru)
MCC supports vocational skills training through WEP for
widows, young vulnerable girls and displaced women to
access skills and start-up inputs, including sewing machines, to open their own businesses. WEP participants
learn about saving money and small-scale business management, basic health care, arts and crafts, and
peacebuilding to increase their ability to succeed in their vocation. WEP seeks to address the needs of women
from communities where traditional biases perpetuate violence and lack of economic independence for them.
Since the inception of the WEP training project in 2009, over 700 women have benefited financially and
economically from the practical skills they attained. Some of the women have opened up their own tailoring or
other businesses, and others have acquired employment after graduating. Literacy and numeracy classes are
also offered through the project.
MCC Media Space ID# 92293
Please designate your gift to South Sudan/food or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/food to support this project.
(This project is funded through MCC’s food security and sustainable livelihoods budget – shortened to “food”
for fundraising purposes.)
$300 provides one sewing machine to a new tailor in South Sudan
$150 provides needed fabrics for one participant’s training in South Sudan
$300 provides needed sewing supplies for one participant in South Sudan

RWANDA
Project: Vocational Training
Your gift will help young adults in Rwanda learn a new
trade at the Mwana Nshuti vocational training centres in
Kicukiro, Kigali and Katarara, Bugesera. Students choose
from programs in hairdressing, vehicle mechanics,
sewing, construction and culinary arts. These last two
programs were added in 2016 due to high demand
caused by a growing tourism industry. Mwana Nshuti
students receive classroom instruction for several months,
depending on which program they choose, followed by a
two-month internship. The students also study English, Swahili, business skills and more. Pictured are Mwana
Nshuti culinary arts students Joshua Ninziza (left) and Innocent Mpitabakana. (MCC photo/Owen McCullum)
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A small school with committed teachers, Mwana Nshuti is also a support system for students who have been
marginalized in mainstream education due to poverty or learning difficulties. As a mission of the Friends
Church, the school takes a holistic approach to vocational education through incorporating counseling, daily
devotionals and conflict management skills. Mwana Nshuti means My Child, My Friend.
MCC Media Space ID# 92014
A one-page donor proposal with additional information is available on the Hub or by request.
Story: https://mcccanada.ca/stories/culinary-arts-brighter-future
Please designate your gift to Rwanda/education or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/education to support this
project.
$270 provides vocational training for one young adult in Rwanda.

Building peace in places torn by war and
conflict
A gift of peace gives people the skills they need to work for peace and understanding, to speak out against
injustices and to build resilience through trauma healing.

NIGERIA
Project: Changing Hearts for Peace
A gift of peace supports creative peacemaking in the
midst of war. It trains leaders for school peace clubs like
Verity Zachariah, pictured here as she leads members in
a song at Mangu Halle Government Secondary School
in the Plateau State of Nigeria during a peace club
meeting at her school. A gift of peace helps young
people to choose peace over violence, and it helps
people work against injustices in their local
communities. (MCC photo/Dave Klassen)
Through 270 experienced volunteers, Emergency
Preparedness and Response Team (EPRT) forms a critical force for peace in Plateau State, Nigeria,
encouraging a culture of nonviolence, mediating conflict and serving as an early warning system for disaster
and conflict. EPRT-trained volunteers support existing peace clubs and develop new ones in secondary
schools throughout Plateau State, working towards developing a culture of peace and nonviolence in their
communities.
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MCC Media Space ID# 78928
Please designate your gift to Nigeria/peace or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/peace to support this project.
$30 provides support to a new peace club member in Nigeria
$70 provides training and support for one conflict prevention volunteer in Nigeria

LAOS
Project: Youth Solidarity and Peacebuilding Project
Peace camp participants practice their listening skills by
responding to commands during an ice-breaking session at
a peace camp for youth in Thalat village in Lao People’s
Democratic Republic (Laos). The camp was led by
volunteers who had finished training with Mittaphab: Youth
Solidarity and Peacebuilding Project, which brings together
young adults from different experiences and provides
opportunities for volunteers to develop leadership skills.
Because of the array of ethnicities and religions in Laos, Laos has a history of conflict. Mittaphab (which means
“Friendship”) is a group of young adults focused on leadership development and developing positive attitudes
and behaviors regarding ethnic and religious differences in Laos. MCC support trains young leaders and
enables them to teach others through workshops, internships and peace camps. (YSPP photo/Alouny
Souvolavong)

MCC Media Space ID# 89623
Story: https://mcccanada.ca/stories/gaining-confidence-promote-peace-laos

Please designate your gift to Laos/peace or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/peace to support this project.
$100 covers the cost of one person to attend peace camp in Laos, including food, lodging,
transportation and more.
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UGANDA
Project: Strengthening Peaceful Relationships
Between Police Officers and Motorcycle Taxi Drivers
In Kampala, MCC partner Africa Leadership and
Reconciliation Ministries (ALARM) equips Ugandan police
officers and boda-boda drivers with skills to resolve their
conflicts without violence. Boda-bodas are bicycle and
motorcycle taxis commonly found in East Africa.
Police officers and boda-boda taxi drivers sometimes feel
ill-equipped to deal with the challenges and conflicts they
are experiencing, which affects their personal lives and
their relationships with members of the public.
MCC Uganda representative Muigai Ndoka and the ALARM team worked together to create a peace
curriculum to use country wide in the training of police officers. Pictured, police trainees discuss how to resolve
a conflict. In March 2017, 67 police trainers and 106 police trainees at the Kabalye Police Training School
covered four topics of the peace curriculum including conflict resolution, servant leadership, mediation and
restorative justice. Following this training Muigai noted, “The training was so well received …all new police
officers will go through the curriculum as part of their training. It is so great to see how well ALARM has been
received by the police especially in light of the suspicion and hesitation when this project started.” (Photo
courtesy of ALARM)
MCC Media Space ID# 75756
Please designate your gift to Uganda/peace or visit donate.mcccanada.ca/peace to support this project.
$100 supports peace training for police officers in Uganda
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