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How to use this packet 
Peace Sunday is an annual occasion to preach, teach, reflect upon and 
witness to the gospel of peace as revealed in Jesus Christ. Mennonite Central 
Committee Canada encourages congregations across Canada to observe 
Peace Sunday on November 8, 2020.

We hope you will use this resource to help your congregation mark  
Peace Sunday. 

Before Peace Sunday 
•  Skim through the packet to become familiar with the content. Read through 

the introduction and biblical interpretations to understand the theme. 
•  Gather a group of people to help plan your Peace Sunday worship service, 

including those who will participate in leading it. 
• Plan the worship service, drawing from the ideas in this packet.  

Consult the additional resources at the end of the packet for more ideas. 
» Use the prayers to structure the worship service. 
» Use the biblical materials and stories to develop a sermon or meditation. 
»  Choose songs from the suggested list or from your own songbooks  

or hymnals. 
•  Share this packet with others in your congregation for use in adult or youth 

Sunday school, Bible study or small group discussions. 
• Consider other ways of highlighting the theme in your congregation: 

» Plan a film night with youth or young adults. 
»  Plan an adult Sunday school class to discuss the realities identified in the 

context section. 
»  Host a prayer meeting to pray for people who have been displaced around 

the world.
»  Consider printing some of the quotations in your church bulletin or on your 

church website. 
» Include some of the stories in your congregational newsletter. 

After Peace Sunday 
Please let us know whether you used the materials in this packet, which ones 
and how we might improve Peace Sunday resources in the future. Send a note 
to peace@mcccanada.ca. 
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Introduction to the theme: 
Remember and respond 

At any one time, just over three per cent of the people in the world are migrants. 
There are a variety of reasons that people leave their home—work, education 
and family are just a few. But almost 80 million people have been forced to flee 
their homes because of violence. That number has been increasing over the  
last decade as old conflicts go unresolved and new ones begin. Less than 10  
per cent can expect to find a long-term solution in any given year.

As people of God, we know that much of our history has involved stories of 
flight. From the loss of a home in Eden in Genesis to visions of a holy city given 
to a prisoner on the island of Patmos in Revelation: we can read many stories 
in the Bible of people forced to flee. Sometimes there is longing and lament 
over the loss of home; “How could we sing the LORD’s song in a strange land.” 
(Psalm 137:4, NRSV). Sometimes there are words of hope for a home dreamed 
about—a land of milk and honey. 

For those who do find a place to call home, there is an important message: 
remember and respond. Maybe you, your parents or grandparents have your 
own stories to remember and draw on. We certainly all have the stories of God’s 
people through the ages who have been forced to flee. Whether those stories 
are days or centuries old, they must shape who we are today. We are a refugee 
people. 

When we remember that we are a refugee people, we are also called to act. 
We reach out to those who have fled to provide them the sense of home and 
belonging that we have found. In that way, we help transform their flight from 
desolation into a pilgrimage toward a promised land. That transformation starts 
in our worship as we strive to bring together the sojourner and the settled. 

We hope this resource can help guide your journey as God’s people.

Brian Dyck 
National Migration and Resettlement Program Co-ordinator

“Whether those stories are days or  
centuries old, they must shape who  
we are today. We are a refugee people.” 
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GLOBAL DISPLACEMENT 
At the end of 2019, the number of displaced people in the world was the highest 
it has ever been. According to the United Nations Refugee Agency, a full one per 
cent of the world’s population has been forced to leave their home. 

Resources for more information on the 
global context: 

United Nations Refugee Agency Global Trends in Forced Displacement  
https://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2019/ 

The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 
https://www.internal-displacement.org/ 

The International Organization for Migration
https://www.iom.int/ 

Who is a refugee? 
A simple animated video by the United Nations Refugee Agency.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8

 

79.5 million people
are displaced in our world 
today. That’s the highest that 
number has ever been.

2 out of 5 
refugees are children.

90% of internally 
displaced people
at the end of 2019 were 
displaced due to conflict  
and violence.

16.1 million people
became internally displaced 
by weather related causes  
in 2018.

Developing countries
hosted 85 per cent of the
world’s refugees at the  
end of 2019. 

Every 2 seconds
someone is displaced 
from their home.

https://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2019/
https://www.internal-displacement.org/
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvzZGplGbL8
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VOICES FROM THE GLOBAL FAMILY
OUR MOTIVATION FOR HELPING OTHERS ON THE MOVE 

We are all tenants on God’s land.
“We need to remind ourselves again of the distinctive status of humanity  
as God’s ‘strangers and sojourners’ or ‘long-range guests’ on the earth,  
as well as in the specific land that God has given them for a time.” 
—Waldemar Janzen, Still in the Image: Essays in Biblical Theology  
and Anthropology, 161.

We are all temporary residents.
“Reading the Bible through the eyes of migrants calls the settled readers to 
remember that being sojourners is part of who they are, and such a memory  
is capable of producing empathy toward those who are experiencing physical 
and literal displacement and estrangement.”—Safwat Marzouk, Intercultural 
Church: A Biblical Vision for an Age of Migration, 46–47.

 “Reading the Bible through the eyes of migrants 
calls the settled readers to remember that being 
sojourners is part of who they are.” 
—Safwat Marzouk

Fear stands in the way of love.
“It is above all fear that is the driving force for people to escape their homelands 
and often having to leave their families behind as they flee and journey into 
the unknown. Reversely, it is fear that prevents people in secure countries 
to welcome those very same people who have become refugees. It is only 
in hindsight and much later, Kristof laments, that “we come to regret our 
xenophobic behavior,” just as it was true when America “barred Jewish refugees 
in the 1930s.” Given the discrepancy between a general feeling of compassion 
and the reluctance for offering practical help, we need to ask ourselves—not 
only with a view on the past but also with a view on the present—how we look 
at and treat people seeking refuge. Are they strangers to be feared or neighbors 
to be welcomed?”—Bjorn Krondorfer, “Fear and Hospitality” Crosscurrents 
(September 2017), quoting Nicholas Kristof, “An Apology to Muslims,”  
Op-Ed. The New York Times (February 2, 2017).

Empowerment to act for justice comes from an encounter with Jesus. 
“And as it happens when the Holy Spirit gets out of the chanceries of the world, 
quite ordinary people are being empowered to seize some gospel decisions of 
their own…. They have discovered the spirituality that empowers, and, like the 
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Samaritan woman, they will not be silenced…. They know that they have been 
sent to do the Beatitudes in a world where two-thirds of the people are  
deprived of the basics of life…. Some people whose power is threatened by  
the powerless still ask, ‘What would a woman know, what would a nobody 
know, about messiahs, about politics, about nuclear war, about values, about 
church?’ And the answer is the same now as then, the same here as at the well. 
The spiritually empowered know nothing but Jesus.”—Joan Chittister, In the 
Heart of the Temple: My Spiritual Vision for Today’s World, 50–51.

Unity is possible because of Christ.
“Through atonement, the dividing walls of hostility, be they ethnic, social, 
judicial, economic, political, cultural or spiritual barriers, have been destroyed  
by Christ (Eph 2:14-16). This is an affirmation of God’s solidarity with us and  
with all creation; as such, no ethnic, social or political conflict, nothing done  
by us or to us, not even death itself can break God’s bond of unity with us 
(Eph 1:9-10).”—Muhati Allan Isiaho, “The Role of Reconciliation Theology,” 
Evangelical Review of Theology (Vol. 44, No. 1, Jan. 2020), 41.

God calls the church to speak up with the disadvantaged.
“It seems to me that we have tended toward too narrow a vision of what 
constitutes peace and peacemaking. Have we not tended to think of peace  
as either being against war or working to solve disputes between people,  
for example? If we would focus on the vision of shalom, would we not want 
to work so that all might enjoy an adequate material income and physical 
well-being? Would we not see the struggles to correct oppression as 
peacemaking?... If the coming of shalom demands a transformation, should  
not the church be leading the way in dismantling the structures of oppression 
and death wherever they are found, so that shalom, God’s will, may be done 
on earth as it is [in] heaven?”—Perry B. Yoder, Shalom: The Bible’s Word for 
Salvation, Justice, and Peace, 22–23.

 “Hospitality obligates us to work for justice 
because how can we sit at a table and share a 
meal with someone, truly listen to and hear their 
stories, and not care what happens to them?” 
—Jayme R. Reaves
 
Love requires us to act.
“Hospitality is the yeast to justice and solidarity’s dough. The practice of 
hospitality obligates us to work for justice because how can we sit at a table  
and share a meal with someone, truly listen to and hear their stories, and not 
care what happens to them?” —Jayme R. Reaves, “Hospitality as the Ground 
for the Good,” Geez Magazine (Winter 2020), 13.
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The gospel is reconciliation.
If the church is not reconciled in Christ, then its message to the nations of 
reconciliation to God in Christ is potentially both inauthentic and ineffective. 
The church’s ministry of reconciliation in the world requires foremost that we be 
reconciled to one another in the body of Christ. Nothing less than the message 
of the cross is at stake regarding Christian unity: Christian division is a counter-
cross reality.”—Darrin W. Snyder Belousek, Atonement, Justice, and Peace, 599. 

Intercultural worship testifies to God’s power.
“If political discourse nowadays is centered on xenophobic fear of the migrant, 
and if political discourse calls for building walls to keep the oppressed and 
vulnerable outside, then envisioning a communal worship that welcomes 
the migrant and builds bridges of trust between cultural expressions of faith 
becomes a form of resistance to imperial domination.”—Safwat Marzouk, 
Intercultural Church: A Biblical Vision for an Age of Migration, 85–86.

Hospitality is a source of peace.
“The love and proper care of disadvantaged people leads to peace within  
the community.”—David A. Leiter, Neglected Voices: Peace in the Old 
Testament, 115.
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WORDS FOR WORSHIP LEADERS

Created through MCC in 1979 in response to refugees fleeing from the fallout 
of the Vietnam War, private sponsorship of refugees has allowed over 350,000 
people fleeing violence to settle safely in Canada, some 13,500 of them directly 
through MCC’s program.

But MCC’s history goes back further to 1920 when Mennonites from  
North America sent food and farming supplies to the Mennonite colonies 
suffering from famine in southern Russia (present-day Ukraine). Some in your 
congregation may have grandparents and great-grandparents among those 
Mennonites who were rescued a century ago. 

This service is a reminder of what Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary 
professor Safwat Marzouk calls our “dual identity”: each of us is both  
“sojourner living by the promise and settler living like a migrant”;  
or as Hebrews says, “foreigners and strangers on earth…longing for  
a better country” (Hebrews 11:13, 16).

In the sermon prompt and devotional guide, you will find these components:

Scripture text: The passage to be read aloud/studied.

Scripture quote: A quick reference to the main idea. It may be quoted in the 
bulletin, used in a PowerPoint, on church social media or as a memory verse. 

Wonder: A question to wake up the imagination.

Explore: Some background on the biblical context.

Connect: Ideas for how to tie the biblical story into the theme of refugees  
and displacement.

Experience: An activity to engage the senses (sight, smell, hearing, taste,  
touch, movement) in a way that fosters engagement with and memory of  
the story, for both children and adults.  

Receive: A prayer of opening one’s heart to the truth we’ve just heard.

Respond: Ideas for how to live out God’s teaching. 
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INVITATION TO THE CONGREGATION

Close your eyes. Imagine a time when you felt out of place. The first day of 
school. Getting off the plane on a mission trip, hearing languages you don’t 
understand. Visiting your future spouse’s family, realizing you were underdressed 
for the occasion. Or the first day at a new job, desperately wanting to succeed 
but not knowing what was expected. 

We have all experienced that unsettling feeling of not fitting in. Many of our 
parents, grandparents or great-grandparents felt that fear and confusion as  
they fled war, famine or persecution to come to Canada. 

Today we are celebrating Peace Sunday, a special day to worship the God  
of reconciliation who created us to be peacemakers in the world.

Our worship theme today is a refugee people: an invitation to build peace  
by welcoming the stranger and the sojourner. As we hear stories of refugees 
from around the world, we invite you to reflect on what it means to live as  
both temporary residents on earth and fellow heirs to the promise of belonging 
with God for eternity.

For this worship service, we are drawing from the Peace Sunday packet,  
an annual resource from MCC Canada. Today we worship in solidarity with 
many churches across Canada who are exploring—through songs, prayers,  
and other creative expressions—God’s call to respond to the refugee crisis  
in a spirit of unity and peace.
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PRAYERS

CALL TO WORSHIP
With expectation and grateful hearts, 
we enter the presence of God.
Once we were strangers and aliens;
now we are fellow citizens with all the saints.
We are no longer without hope. 
We are not without God in the world.
We have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
Through Christ, we have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
We have gathered together in this place,
but we are a dwelling place for God.
Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Christ himself is our peace:
whom prophets called “the Prince of Peace,”
born for “Peace on earth, goodwill toward all,”
who died to make peace through his blood,
and appeared in his resurrected body, 
saying, “Peace be with you.”
In his name we pray.

We confess that we have built many walls
between ourselves and the rest of God’s beloved,
our sisters and brothers who display God’s image.
Between [BLANK] and [BLANK]
We confess silently those we treat as “other.” 

We confess that we have built these walls out of fear:
to protect our hearts from breaking,
to protect our days from discomfort,
to keep our possessions from those in greater need,
to keep people we don’t understand on the outside.

But Christ has destroyed the barrier:
There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.

Note for worship leaders: 
What are the divides within 
your community? Use this 
space to shape this for your 
worshiping community. 
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Therefore, you are no longer foreigners and strangers.
We are part of a great multitude no one can count 
redeemed from every nation, tribe, people and language.
There is therefore no longer any need for fear
because the Lamb himself will shelter us.

And so, with all tribes and peoples and languages, we cry, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the  
throne, and to the Lamb!”

PRAYER OF ASSURANCE
The Lord is kind and gracious. 
Slow to judge and quick to forgive.
The Divine Intercessor has heard our confession.
The Divine Healer understands our weakness.
We stand before the Creator cleansed
and free to walk a new path.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
We pray for those who are in danger around the world:
those who live under the shadow of bombs, rifles,  
bulldozers and electric fences.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are in need: where our own  
greed pollutes the water, soil and air, robbing families  
of their land and livelihood.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for safety for those risking their lives to  
cross deserts without water, frozen fields without  
boots or mittens, swift rivers without knowing  
how to swim—to find freedom.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those in refugee camps,  
waiting years for a fair hearing.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those separated from their families:
children taken from their parents at the border,
parents, spouses and siblings left behind.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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We pray for national leaders and those who carry out their will.
We pray for an end to racism, xenophobia and hate.
We pray for your Spirit to change their hearts and ours.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those among us who have lost their homes,  
who are learning a new language, retraining for employment,  
seeking community. May the church be a living model of your peace.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION
Jesus said, “I am the Way.”

He is our Way through the wilderness.  
the Truth that frees us,  
the Life that leads to peace.

We have journeyed from slavery into promise.

We gather at this table as fellow sojourners
to receive a foretaste of his banquet.

Jesus said, “This bread is my body broken for you.”

He was broken, so we could become one.

Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.”

By his shed blood, he became our peace.

Jesus said, “I have washed your feet, wash one another’s.”

We gather at this table as fellow guests 
and become each other’s servants.

Jesus said, “When you eat this bread and drink this cup,
remember my death until I come again.” 

We remember his death until we eat and drink again 
with him in his Father’s kingdom.

We remember his death which brings us to life again.
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LITANY OF COMMITMENT 

Today we renew our promises 
as fellow citizens and members of God’s household.

Acknowledging Jesus as our cornerstone and builder, 
we commit ourselves to peace.

As temporary residents on earth, 
we desire to respect the land, 
which sustains us with beauty, shelter, warmth and food.

We open our hands to receive 
and we hold these gifts lightly.  

Everything we have is a gift from God.

Renouncing fear, 
we will use these gifts 
to show hospitality to those at our door.

We are God’s house, filled with God’s Spirit. 

We commit ourselves to making room for all.
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RESPONSIVE READING

This responsive reading brings together the sermon text from Ephesians with 
some of the daily devotional passages included in the back of this package. It 
may be used as a responsive reading following the light and dark text. Or it may 
be divided into the numbered parts and performed as a readers’ theatre, with all 
readers saying the bold text together.

1.  The foreigner residing among you  
must be treated as your native-born. 

Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt.

1.  God spoke: “For 400 years  
your descendants will be strangers  
in a country not their own, and they  
will be enslaved and mistreated.”

He himself is our peace, who has made the  
two groups one and has destroyed the barrier.

2.  The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham.  
“Leave your country and your people,” God said,  
“and go to the land I will show you.”  
He gave him no inheritance there, 
not even enough ground to set his foot on.

Even the Most High does not live 
in houses made by human hands. 

2.  “‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. 
What kind of house will you build for me?” says the Lord.  
“Or where will my resting place be?”

In him we are being built together 
to become a dwelling in which God lives.

1.  Dear friend, you are faithful  
in what you are doing for the brothers and sisters,  
even though they are strangers to you.

Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by so doing some have shown hospitality to angels.
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3.  For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,  
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  
I was a stranger and you invited me in.

When did we see you a stranger and invite you in?

3.  The King will reply: “I tell you the truth,  
whatever you did for one of the least  
of these… you did for me.”

In him we are being built together 
to become a dwelling in which God lives.

2.  By faith Abraham made his home in the promised land 
like a stranger in a foreign country.

All these people were still living by faith when they died. 

2.  They did not receive the things promised; 
they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, 
admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth.

Instead, they were longing for a better country 
—a heavenly one. 

1.  The foreigner residing among you  
must be treated as your native-born. 

Love them as yourself, 
for you were foreigners in Egypt.

1.  You are no longer foreigners and strangers,  
but fellow citizens with God’s people  
and also members of God’s household.

He has made the two groups one 
and has destroyed the barrier, 
the dividing wall of hostility.

3. For he himself is our peace.
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BENEDICTION

This blessing may be read by the leader or responsively. It demonstrates a 
possible chiasm (words/ideas that rise to a climax and repeat in reverse order 
like a sideways pyramid) in Ephesians 2:12-22, which may also be helpful in 
outlining the sermon. 

Remember: you were strangers.

 But now you who were far have become near. 

  For Christ himself is our peace,

   who destroyed the dividing wall of hostility.

    Out of two, he made us one, to reconcile us all to God,

   killing hostility through the cross.

  He preached peace to you

 who were near and you who were far.

So then, you are no longer strangers.

You are fellow citizens 

 with God’s people from ages long past until now.

  For Christ Jesus is our cornerstone. 

   In him we rise, built up

    and joined together into a dwelling place of God.
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READERS’ THEATRE

Readers’ theatre is a good place to involve young people or to have people from 
diverse generations serving together. This reading includes four voices: 
1. Jochebed [JO-ke-bed], Moses’ mother who left Egypt in the Israelite Exodus.
2. Johann [YO-han], a Mennonite man who emigrated from southern Russia 

(present-day Ukraine), in 1924, based on the unpublished diary of his wife 
Maria (Janzen) Friesen written in high German.

3. Nhung [ne-YUNG], based on the MCC story, “From Refugee to Sponsor: 
A Journey of 40 Years” by Emily Loewen (mcccanada.ca/stories/refugee-
sponsor-journey-40-years).

4. Alma/Mohammed [ALL-ma/mo-HAM-mad (depending on the gender of the 
reader), a fictional refugee.

Jochebed: I am Jochebed, a daughter of Abraham, and the mother of Moses, 
Aaron and Miriam. My story is thousands of years old.

Johann: Guten Tag, I am Johann from the Molotschna Mennonite settlement  
in what is now Ukraine. My story begins more than 100 years ago. 

Nhung: My name is Nhung. My story starts 40 years ago in Vietnam.  
I had a loving mother and five siblings.

Alma/Mohammed: I am Alma/Mohammed. My story starts now.

Jochebed: My family lived safely in Egypt for generations. 

Johann: In 1915, I married Maria. Over a feast of roast mutton and pudding,  
we committed to live for God’s glory. 

Alma/Mohammed: I was born among churches and castles with centuries of 
story in their stones.

All: We were happy.

Jochebed: As we grew in numbers and strength, a new Egyptian leader was 
afraid that our people would threaten his. We were enslaved, forced to work for 
nothing but beatings. 

Johann: In 1916, the Czar was ousted and there was utter chaos. Many rich 
Mennonites were imprisoned, some shot. I went to a neighbouring town with 
my brother, not assuming any danger, but was shocked to encounter soldiers. 
When we told the others, there was deadly silence, as everyone knew they were 
closing in on us.

http://mcccanada.ca/stories/refugee-sponsor-journey-40-years
http://mcccanada.ca/stories/refugee-sponsor-journey-40-years
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All: We were feared and hated.

Jochebed: Our sons were drowned.

Alma/Mohammed: I learned arithmetic—1, 2….3—while the bombs fell.

Johann: Our colony had no rain. Since soldiers had taken our horses, we 
were forced to hitch our cow to the plow. I tried everything so we would not 
starve. 

Alma/Mohammed: There was nowhere to even buy a toothbrush.  
Museums, schools and markets—all turned into rubble.

Nhung: The Vietnam War left our country devastated, with conditions 
worsening under an oppressive Communist regime. There was nothing  
left for us in Vietnam. 

All: We left at night.

Nhung: My mother was a widow with six children. She put her trust in God. 

Johann: My half-brother took us on the hayrack to the train station.  
Along the way, we stopped at a church to sing, “Jesus, go before us.”

Jochebed: God parted the sea. We danced and sang, “In your unfailing love, 
you will lead the people you have redeemed.”

Nhung: In the bottom of the wooden boat, I lay with 300 other people.  
I remember it was so hot and hard to breathe. It smelled of vomit,  
and my older sister was crying.

Johann: At the train station, Russian guards went through our belongings  
and helped themselves to whatever they pleased. A baby was buried just 
before we passed through the Red Gate. 

Alma/Mohammed: I walked through the cold rain to the border and  
slept in fields, not knowing whom I could trust.

All: We were so frightened.

Johann: From England, we boarded a ship to Canada. The fog horns  
sounded almost continuously; it gave us an eerie feeling and we prayed  
for safety on this voyage. 

Jochebed: In the desert, we missed the good food we left behind: 
the cucumbers and melons, the leeks, onions and garlic. We cried,  
not knowing when we’d find our next drink.
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Nhung: We came to a refugee camp in Malaysia. We didn’t know how  
long we’d need to stay. We were told that Canada considered sponsoring  
a widow with six children “an economic risk.”

All: But God went with us. 

Jochebed: Who sees clouds in the desert? We did. With their promise  
of water and the refuge of shade.

Alma/Mohammed: I met a farmer on the road who shared her bread with me. 

Johann: We came to a flat country: the Canadian prairies. It was August, but the 
potato plants showed evidence of frost. At the station, someone saw me with 
my wife and her sister, and shouted, “That man has two wives. They should go 
back to Russia!” My wife counted the ones who had died in Russia lucky.

Jochebed: Our people came to a land of giants. Would they let us enter?

All: We wanted to turn back.

Nhung: Behind the scenes, MCC was starting a resettlement program to bring 
“boat people,” like my family, to safety. 

Johann: Mennonites from Kleefeld, Manitoba, got us from the train.  
They gave our children candy. I was exhilarated: we’d arrived in time to help  
with the harvest! 

Nhung: After eight months in the camp, we received word: a church in 
Edmonton, Alberta, wanted to sponsor us! Today, I’m a Canadian doctor,  
a mother, an author and an advocate for other refugees.

Jochebed: My grandchildren tasted freedom in the land God gave us. 

Johann: My great-great-grandchildren are free because of other  
Mennonites who helped us.  

Jochebed: Thank God he was here.

Johann: Thank God they were here.

Nhung: Thank God you were here.

Alma/Mohammed: I’m waiting in a refugee camp. Thank God you’re here.



MCC  |  PEACE SUNDAY PACKET  |  2020  |  21

SONG SELECTIONS

Hymns: 
We are One in the Spirit 
God of the Ages 
Called as Partners
There’s a Spirit in the Air
Here from All Nations
For the Healing of the Nations
“Your Kingdom Come!” 
Great God, Bring Forth the Kingdom
God of the Ages
God in His Love for Us

Choruses:
On Earth As In Heaven by Emily Franklin, Kory Miller,  
Bryan Fowler, Micah Kuiper
Recommended Key: Bb, Tempo: fast
CCLI#: 7124933
www.essentialworship.com/songs/red-rocks-worship/earth-heaven

When We Pray by Ethan Hulse, Colby Wedgeworth, Tauren Wells
Recommended Key: E, Tempo: fast
CCLI#: 7096434
www.essentialworship.com/songs/tauren-wells/when-we-pray

Breakthrough by Jake Espy, Kory Miller, Jason Stocker
Recommended Key: F, Tempo: fast
CCLI#: 7123001
www.essentialworship.com/songs/red-rocks-worship/breakthrough

Right Here, Right Now by Jerrica Matrone, Tyler Roberts,  
Ethan Hulse, Jonathan Smith
Recommended Key: B, Tempo: mid
CCLI#: 7095739
www.essentialworship.com/songs/red-rocks-worship/right-here-right-now

Give My Life To You by Mack Brock
Recommended Key: C, Tempo: slow
CCLI#: 6027979
www.essentialworship.com/songs/elevation-worship/give-my-life-you

 

http://www.essentialworship.com/songs/red-rocks-worship/earth-heaven
http://www.essentialworship.com/songs/tauren-wells/when-we-pray
http://www.essentialworship.com/songs/red-rocks-worship/breakthrough
http://www.essentialworship.com/songs/red-rocks-worship/right-here-right-now
http://www.essentialworship.com/songs/elevation-worship/give-my-life-you
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INVITATION TO TESTIMONY OR 
CONGREGATIONAL SHARING

It can be overwhelming to think of all the needs in the world and how much is 
yet to be done. Remind the congregation to think about what is already begun: 
how are people in your church feeding, clothing, sheltering or inviting others 
into a sense of community? This could be through sponsoring a refugee family, 
volunteering for a youth drop-in or women’s shelter, dropping off baking for new 
parents or simply meeting someone for coffee. In advance, ask one of these 
servant-hearted people if they’d be willing to share a snapshot of their work in 
the service.

Paul writes, “You were strangers…but now.” Are there people in your 
congregation who have changed their minds about a person or group they 
formerly feared because they were different? Perhaps it took a while to grow 
comfortable around their new neighbour from another culture but now they’re 
fast friends. Or maybe they realized their own tendency toward prejudice 
through an encounter at work or the store. In October, put a call in the bulletin or 
on the church website asking for volunteers to share their “but now” moment. 
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SERMON PROMPT

Read Ephesians 2:11-22

“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed 
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility…. Consequently, you are no longer 
foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members  
of God’s household…. In him the whole building is joined together”  
(Ephesians 2:14, 19–21).

Wonder: What comes to mind when you think of walls? The Berlin Wall  
that separated families and held people captive? The walls around the  
bedroom where you find safety, intimacy and rest? 

Walls have taken on new meaning as the world seeks shelter from a deadly 
illness. They kept us safe, but they also made us feel isolated and afraid.  
Walls have the power to divide or bring together, protect or confine. 

Explore: Similarly, the root hostis gave us both the word “hospitality” and the 
word “hostility”. Hospitality always carries a risk. Whenever we open our hearts 
or borders, we make ourselves vulnerable for the sake of another’s safety and 
comfort, with no guarantee that kindness will be reciprocated. We break the 
cycle of fearful self-protection as both guest and host; that is the transformative 
power of hospitality.

In the temple court of the Gentiles, an inscription on the “dividing wall” promised 
death to foreigners caught entering the courts reserved for Jews. Paul puts the 
Gentile believers’ transformation within the context of Israel’s blessing and the 
Gentiles’ past exclusion, to show his readers “their salvation has not taken place 
in a vacuum” writes, Andrew T. Lincoln in his Word Biblical Commentary on 
Ephesians. “Salvation has a history,” and they have a place within it.

Paul says God has destroyed the dividing wall of hostility between two cultures 
and built them together into his house. Their nature as “building blocks” hasn’t 
changed. The Jewish people didn’t change the Gentiles into marble, nor did the 
Gentiles change the Jews into granite. They were both the same kind of bricks 
they’d always been—but God showed them how to fit together in a new way. 

Paul is giving them the freedom to find oneness without losing their uniqueness 
or seeking to change the other. As Henri J. M. Nouwen wrote: “The German 
word of hospitality is Gastfreundschaft which means, friendship for the guest. 
The Dutch use the word gastvrijheid which means, the freedom of the guest…. 
The paradox of hospitality is that it wants to create…a friendly emptiness where 
strangers can enter and discover themselves as created free; free to sing their 
own songs, speak their own languages, dance their own dances; free also to 
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leave and follow their own vocations. Hospitality is not a subtle invitation  
to adopt the lifestyle of the host, but the gift of a chance for the guest to  
find [their] own” (Reaching Out: The Three Movements of the Spiritual Life  
(New York, NY: Doubleday, 1975), 71–72.

The turning point in the Ephesians passage, the hinge, is the “but now” 
(Ephesians 2:13). This turning takes time. Brian Dyck, MCC Canada national 
migration and resettlement program co-ordinator, writes, “When the ‘but 
now’ is realized, when we realize that God has entered the situation and  
has set the direction toward a new unity, our spirits celebrate and struggle. 
We praise God for the ‘but now.’ But now what?” 

Dyck compares the move toward seeing former “outsiders” as “insiders” 
to the paradigm shift the church faced in the seventeenth century when 
astronomers told them the earth revolved around the sun. The change  
can be uncomfortable, and uncomfortably slow. (He points out that there  
is still a flat earth society in 2020, after all.)

Connect: It is challenging for newcomers to adjust to Canadian culture  
and challenging for long-time Canadians to understand the customs of 
those who come. But as we make space for one another, turning our 
dividing walls into comfortable rooms, God works through our differences  
to make something beautiful. 

Think of someone whose views, language, background or lifestyle are  
very different from your own. Imagine the wall between you and them. 
Imagine God pulling the bricks down one by one. What shape is he 
building? What is one thing you and they have in common?

Receive: God, show us how to fit together with those around us.  
Open our eyes to the way our differences show different sides of your glory.
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EXPERIENCE THE MESSAGE

These activities allow worshippers to use movement, touch or visuals to 
internalize the message of peace, unity and hospitality. 

1. Build a “dividing wall” made of blocks, boxes or bricks. After the message or 
final prayer, invite each worshipper to remove a block from the wall and place 
it on top of a square “foundation” to form the shape of a house. Households 
worshipping together at home may build their own wall and transform it into a 
house.  

2. Hand each person a coloured bead at the beginning of the service. During the 
final song, invite them to pray for a need you have heard about is this service, 
then to come forward to place their bead in a vase. Display the vase at the front 
of your church or in a prominent place in your home for the next few Sundays. 
Families may paint rocks with prayers for refugees (safety, shelter, etc.) and line 
them up on the windowsill or mantle as a reminder to pray.

3. Cover a small table with a colourful tablecloth and set it near the pulpit as a 
visual reminder of hospitality. Stack odd plates, cups and utensils purchased 
from an MCC Thrift shop on the table. Invite each household to take home one 
item and use it every day this next week. When they see it, let it be a reminder to 
invite others to the table.   

4. Set up “bowling pins” made of empty milk jugs, cereal boxes, pop cans, 
paper towel rolls or water bottles and give each person a turn to knock them 
down with a foam ball or toilet paper roll while cheering, “Jesus has destroyed 
the dividing wall.” If individuals are watching the service from home, invite them 
to record themselves knocking down their unique bowling set and share it with 
the church to compile into a video.

5. On the church website or social media page, post a photo challenge—ask 
households to submit photos or videos of themselves 

a) acting out Ephesians 2:14–22, or
b)  building a physical representation of Ephesians 2:14–22 out of things  

they have at home (blocks, stuffed animals, clay), or
c)  showing kindness to someone else.

In their email to the church office, ask them to include a statement of  
permission for the church to use the images in a private church-member 
Facebook group or email newsletter.



MCC  |  PEACE SUNDAY PACKET  |  2020  |  26

RESPOND TO THE MESSAGE WITH ACTION

1. Hand out blank cards as worshippers enter. At the end of the service, give 
time for them to write a note to someone in their life who has reflected God’s 
nature to them. 

2. Plan a potluck in which members bring a traditional dish from their childhood. 
Invite several people from diverse cultures to share a memory about that food.

3. Two weeks before Peace Sunday, invite congregants to sign up for a “Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner” event, including their names, contact information, 
number of people in their family, number of people their table can seat, and how 
long they’ve attended. Match newer members as guests in the homes of long-
time members. 

4. Set up a tent at the front of the worship space. Let congregants know in 
advance that you’d like them to come to the Peace Sunday service with a 
donation of food, new linens or cookware for a newcomer family. During the 
offering time, have people come forward and place their gifts in the tent. 
  
5. Invite writers in the congregation to craft a poem about the Ephesians  
sermon text and send it to D.S. Martin for consideration in his ongoing project,  
a web-journal of poems about Ephesians.  
https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/poems-for-ephesians/ 

6. Encourage households to make poster board signs with hopeful, welcoming 
messages and drawings to post on their own windows for their neighbours 
walking by or to hold up outside a new Canadian family’s window.

7. In a small group video chat, discuss which parable or personal encounter 
with God in Scripture comes to mind when you think of a welcoming God? 
Brainstorm ways each person could use their gifts and resources to show 
hospitality to someone in their community. Hold each other accountable  
to follow through. 

https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/poems-for-ephesians/
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DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
This guide may be used as personal or family daily devotions  
in the week leading up to Peace Sunday or as alternate sermon prompts. 

LIVING LIKENESSES
Read Genesis 1:26-2:7
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 
may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and 
all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
(Genesis 1:26 NIV).

Wonder: When you close your eyes and try to visualize God, what do you see? 
A burning bush? A king on a throne? A thunder cloud atop a mountain? Humans 
are visual. It’s impossible for us to fathom a spiritual being that is present 
everywhere. But this passage says God is visible in the world.

Explore: Ancient Near Eastern peoples worshipped before statues that 
represented the gods’ character, such as a bull for Baal’s power to bring fertility 
to the earth. The ancient Egyptians believed that gods could be represented on 
earth by certain individuals, namely the Pharaohs. 

How amazing that Genesis calls every human being God’s image. Israel was 
forbidden to make graven images of God because God had already made God’s 
image in the world: them! To represent God with an object was to denigrate 
themselves and deny their own God-given role. God says if you want to know 
what I’m like, look at each other.

Connect: Genesis teaches that all of us are God’s image in the world. Although 
it’s easy for us to focus on racial, cultural, national and religious differences, God 
has given us all the same role of representing God to creation.

Experience: James Finley wrote, “In prayer we journey forward to our origin. We 
close our eyes in prayer and open them in the pristine moment of creation. We 
open our eyes to find God, his hands still smeared with clay, hovering over us, 
breathing into us his own divine life” (Merton’s Palace of Nowhere).

Close your eyes and sit as still as a statue. Listen to your breathing. Imagine 
God breathing life into you and those around you. 

Or work a small lump of clay or dough in your hand. Think about the way God 
has shaped the people around you to represent his character in unique ways.   

Receive: Thank you, God that you have breathed life into each of us. 

Respond: Today tell someone how you see God at work in their life.  

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE: 
SUNDAY 
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BRING BACK THAT FOREIGN FEELING
Read Exodus 1:1-14; 12:31-42; Leviticus 19:3
“The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born.  
Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the LORD  
your God.” (Leviticus 19:34 NIV).

Wonder: Think back to a time that you felt out of place, mistrusted and 
misunderstood. What did someone else do to make you feel at home?  
Was it a smile? The offer of directions, a meal, a tissue?

Explore: God instructs the Israelites, as they imagine having a homeland  
of their own, to recall their own feelings as foreigners: powerless, fearful, alone. 
Put yourself in their shoes, God says. Treat them as you would have wanted  
to be treated.

Connect: Like the Israelites, few of us need journey far into our family’s past 
to find stories of religious or cultural oppression, starvation, homelessness or 
violence. May we love the newcomers as ourselves. 

Experience: The Israelites ate unleavened bread when they fled Egypt because 
they didn’t have time for it to rise. Place a cracker on your tongue as you read/
hear the Exodus passage, imagining yourself in the story. 

Receive: Father, we come before you as those who long for love. We pray for 
safety and belonging for all those seeking refuge. 

Respond: Invite someone from your street or workplace to meet you for  
coffee or a walk this week.

 

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE: 
MONDAY
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MAKE HIM AN OFFER
Read Matthew 25:31-46 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,  
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  
I was a stranger and you invited me in,”  
(Matthew 25:35 NIV). 

Wonder: What do I have to offer? At the beginning of the COVID-19 quarantine, 
Mary Reimer, a Mennonite Brethren spiritual director in Winnipeg, asked herself 
this every day. As a vulnerable senior herself, she couldn’t help other people 
shop or cook, but she could call people to make sure they didn’t feel alone.  
No matter our situation, we all have something to offer.

Explore: In this passage, Jesus focuses on the basic needs of food, water, 
shelter, clothing, medical care and companionship. Isn’t it amazing that,  
though Jesus has all creation at his disposal, he identifies with those who lack 
bare necessities? Jesus says, if we help meet a need, we’re helping him.

Connect: Who do you identify with? Other retirees? Other working moms,  
single dads or recovering alcoholics? It’s easiest to feel a kinship with others 
who are like us: the same culture, gender, age group or life experiences. 

Refugees have lived through trauma that families who have lived in a peaceful 
nation for generations have not. We may wonder: what do settlers and 
newcomers have to talk about? This passage reminds us that all people, 
regardless of what we’ve been through, share the same basic physical, 
emotional and social needs. 

We’ve all felt like strangers waiting to be invited in. Even when language 
differences make conversation a challenge, we can eat together or play  
catch with each other’s children.  

Experience: Whenever you drink a glass of water today, think about this story. 

Receive: Thank you, Father, for the way you choose to work through us.  
Show me what I have to offer someone today.

Respond: Consider donating to MCC’s projects that provide healthy  
drinking water to those who are thirsty (mcccanada.ca/learn/what/water)  
or health care to those who are sick (mcccanada.ca/learn/what/health).

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE: 
TUESDAY

http://mcccanada.ca/learn/what/water
http://mcccanada.ca/learn/what/health
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NEIGHBOUR IS A VERB
Read Luke 10:29-37
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man  
who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who  
had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:36–37 NIV). 

Wonder: Think back over the past day or two: where did you see or hear  
about people helping one another? Where did you or someone else miss an 
opportunity to help?

Explore: When the expert in God’s law asks for a definition of neighbour, Jesus is 
quick to answer with a story that shows rather than tells. “The issue is not ‘Who is my 
neighbor?’” writes Timothy J. Geddert in Good News for All People, “as though we 
have the right to put boundaries around that. The issue is ‘Who is being a neighbor?’” 

Mercy is not only something we have (in the words of the lawyer); Jesus says it  
is something we go and do.

Connect: The shocking twist in Jesus’ parable is that it was the rejected  
outsider who acted as host to the insider. Who would Jesus choose today  
as the surprising caregiver? 

Perhaps a gang leader would help a pastor, or an asylum seeker would save a  
border guard. When COVID-19 hit, the world quickly discovered that janitors  
were more essential than stockbrokers and grocery clerks than CEOs. In Jesus’ 
model, the person we fear or discount the most may be the one we need.

We often think of refugees as needing help. They may arrive without the things 
required to survive in Canada, such as winter clothing, money for rent or knowledge 
about how to navigate our healthcare system. But they also have much to give the 
Canadian church. Safwat Marzouk highlights at least four ways immigrants bless 
us: with their courageous hope, creative resistance, steadfast faith and festive 
community spirit.

Experience: Stick a small bandage to your arm. Whenever you see or feel it today, 
let it remind you to keep your eyes open for those who need your care and the 
(sometimes overlooked) ways that others care for you. 

Receive: Father, teach me to live in your story: offering care to those who scorn me, 
seeing your gifts in those I dislike. 

Respond: Spend some time this month getting to know someone new to your 
church or community—thinking about what they have to offer, rather than what they 
need. Would they love to sell their art or teach a cooking class? Repair bikes in their 
garage or start a home daycare? Dream with them about how the church can help 
them move toward sharing their gifts more fully.

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE: 
WEDNESDAY
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SEEING PAST OUR PRESENT TENTS
Read Hebrews 11:8-16
They did not receive the things promised;  
they only saw them and welcomed them from  
a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and  
strangers on earth…. He has prepared a city for them.  
(Hebrews 11:13b, 16b NIV).

Wonder: Think of a time when you were planning a move or a vacation.  
Did you cross off days on the calendar in anticipation? What would it feel like  
to win a trip or a home, but not know where it was or when you would be 
allowed to go there? Perhaps you felt this frustration at the beginning of the 
pandemic lockdown with all the uncertainty about when it would be safe to 
resume your normal activities. Waiting can be so stressful.

Explore: Though he wasn’t perfect, Abraham is held up as an example of 
trusting God. According to this passage, we are all strangers like Abraham, 
waiting for the fulfillment of God’s promises. Although most of us have safe 
housing in a peaceful land, we are still looking forward to a “better country— 
a heavenly one” where painful relationships and broken hearts will be mended.
 
Connect: Read this passage again. Which word jumps out at you?  
What does it say about your desires? About who God is to you right now?  
How might you read the passage if you were waiting in a refugee camp?

Experience: If you live with children, build a tent together out of blankets  
and chairs or sofa cushions. Eat a meal inside the tent and talk about how 
Abraham felt living in a tent for years after God promised him a permanent 
home. Pray together for people who are still waiting for a safe place to live.

Receive: Thank you for the homes you have provided us. While we wait  
for the sense of safety and belonging you promise, remind us of faithful 
witnesses like Abraham.
 
Respond: Write a list of things you’re waiting for that you have no control over. 
They could be as big as a surgery, a new job or a child, or as mundane as a  
duct tape-free fridge or better weather. Tuck the list away and entrust it to God.

 

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE: 
THURSDAY
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STAYING ON A NO-NAME BASIS
Read Galatians 3:26–28
For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed  
yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile,  
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female,  
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:27b–28 NIV).

Wonder: What are some of the labels people have negatively assigned you? 
What are some labels you have assigned to others? Do any of these labels  
feel like walls separating you from others? 

Explore: There was an ancient Greek prayer (variously attributed to Thales, 
Socrates or Plato, but certainly before Paul’s time), expressing gratitude  
“that I was born a human and not a beast; a man and not a woman; a Greek 
and not a Barbarian.” Paul may have been responding to this philosophy of 
superiority and segregation. 

We know that in the church of Paul’s day, slaves pastored their masters,  
and women (such as Sapphira and Lydia) played a prominent role. As the  
news of Jesus spread, Jews and Gentiles worshipped together. The church 
turned society’s hierarchy on its head.

Connect: How many ways can you finish this sentence: There are two kinds  
of people….? Separating people into categories comes so easily: conservative 
and liberal, single and attached, citizen and foreigner, those who like Hawaiian 
pizza and those who don’t. How does Paul’s statement challenge your 
categories, particularly when it comes to new Canadians? 

Experience: Put on a piece of jewelry or clothing today that you normally  
save for a special occasion. Every time you feel the smooth scarf or see  
those bright socks poking out from under your pant legs, think about what  
it means to be clothed with Christ.  

Receive: Father, show me the names I use to divide people. 

Respond: Reach out to someone with whom you disagree. Think of  
something you have in common or something you appreciate about them.  
Then send an encouraging card or email.  

 

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE: 
FRIDAY
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SOLIDARITY SONG
Read Revelation 7:9-17
After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one  
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the  
throne and before the Lamb…. The Lamb at the center of the throne will be their  
shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’ ‘And God will wipe away  
every tear from their eyes.’ (Revelation 7:9, 17 NIV).

Wonder: When was the last time you found yourself in a multitude? Was it at a  
theme park, trade show, sports arena? Were you overwhelmed by the thought  
that each human being you passed has their own complex life, just like you?  
(Fun fact: that realization is called sonder.) It’s amazing to think, God knows  
and loves each of those people. 

Explore: John’s first readers lived in fear of persecution for their faith. John has  
just shown them things that stripped away their sense of earthly security: peace  
can be replaced by conflict, plenty by famine; the natural order can be shaken  
by earthquake and leadership thrown into chaos by fear (chapter 6). Now, in the  
scene in Revelation 7, John shows them their true security: God offers shelter,  
protection, refreshment and relief.

Connect: When COVID-19 began to spread, Canadians felt our earthly security 
shaken. The world realized that we needed to act together because the virus 
didn’t respect borders. 

We sometimes forget that this solidarity isn’t only necessary in times of crisis.  
Greed, violence and pollution in one part of the globe affect us all. We forget  
the source of our security isn’t in wealth, but in the God who calls us one:  
one faith, one church, one family.

Experience: Listen to “Revelation Song” 
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIGv3XFwexI&list=RDbIGv3XFwexI&start_radio=1),  
the words of praise from Revelation sung in multiple languages. Picture yourself  
in the multitude, including refugees from every tribe and nation, before the divine  
throne. Who is beside you? What language are they singing? 

How does this picture call you to live differently? If you were to draw the scene,  
what colours and media would you use?

Receive: My King, impress on my heart this vision of the nations worshipping  
together. May it colour my every interaction with your children.  

Respond: Take a box and a handful of rocks in different shapes and colours. 
Hold a stone while you pray for someone by name. Think about the person’s 
uniqueness as you examine the stone. Place each stone in the box after you  
pray as a sign that you are leaving these burdens with God. Take them out  
in the coming days as a reminder to pray.   

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE: 
SATURDAY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIGv3XFwexI&list=RDbIGv3XFwexI&start_radio=1
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STORIES 
First person: Josué Bakeka  

For the first years of my life, I lived in Kamoubi village, an area you can only 
reach by walking at least 28 kilometres from the nearest road. Because it is  
so remote, many armed groups stayed in the hills near my village. Sometimes 
the armed groups burned villages, from the first house to the last one. 

One night, they burned our houses. My mom and me, my three brothers  
and two sisters ran into the bush, to the fields where we worked. I was  
scared because when they were burning houses, sometimes they were  
burning people inside.

I helped to rebuild the houses. As young as six years old I knew how to  
help build houses. 

Sometimes the armed groups tried to recruit boys in my village. They did  
not make me join, but some of my friends joined.  

One day women from Minova came to buy peanuts from my area.  
When the armed group came again to our village, we ran with the women  
into the bush. They convinced us to come to Minova with them where  
there was a camp for displaced people.

MCC photo/Matthew Lester
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For me, the first month in Mubimbi Camp in Minova was good because I met 
many people from my area, and they welcomed me. One of my friends helped 
me to cut sticks and to build a house in the first week. 

I went to school five kilometres away for a couple of years until I had to stop. 
Even though an organization was paying school fees, after class I had to go to  
a job, where I cooked meat. Mom was sick, so I was the one looking for food.

Then ECC (MCC partner Église du Christ au Congo or Church of Christ in 
Congo) held a meeting in camp to tell children they could register for Rutshunda 
Primary School. It was very close to camp and ECC would pay the fees. 

I became serious about school. My mother, Sifa Bitasimwa, encouraged me too. 
Every night she bought paraffin for the lamp, so my sister Naomi and I could do 
our studies. At the end of Grade 6, I had the second-highest scores in the class. 

When I finished Grade 6, ECC and MCC did not know if they would continue 
supporting students for secondary school.

I was disappointed. If I could not go to high school, what else could I do with  
my life? I thought it is better to join the armed group, M23. Then one day I can 
join the national army. Then two people from ECC and MCC told us we could 
go to secondary school. It was like angels came to me. For me it was a miracle, 
a wonder.

Josué Bakeka told this story in 2015 when he was 17 living in Mubimbi Camp, 
which shelters displaced people from villages in eastern Democratic Republic  
of the Congo. He is now studying at a university in Bukavu, DR Congo. 
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First person: Fawzia

I moved with my family for the first time when I was four or five years old. We are 
Yazidi (an ethnic and religious minority in Iraq) and because of this, neighbours 
were making problems—breaking into our home and taking things. We left by 
donkey and settled in another village in northern Ninewa governorate. 

There, we had chickens, sheep and an artesian well. We grew wheat, barley, 
lentils and chickpeas. In the summer we’d cultivate watermelon. We sold the 
majority of what we produced, but we’d keep enough for the winter. 

By the time I was 18, I was working as a labourer for neighbouring farmers 
during harvests. Then one day in the spring of 1975, lorries (or trucks) came to 
our village. It was a Yazidi feast day—a day when we would go to the temple 
and visit the graveyards, when we would make coloured eggs and eat sweets. 
Instead, officials arrived to tell us we had to move to a new place, five kilometres 
away. 

Nobody dared to ask, “Why do you move us?” If anybody asked, they would 
be killed. We left by walking. We were able to take our sheep and chickens. We 
were seven with my mother and brothers and sisters. My father had died earlier. 
In the new place, we didn’t have enough room for the people in our family. We 
sold the animals. 

At the beginning, life was hard. I worked with my family cutting clay for bricks 
for construction. In 1977, I got married and moved to a different village. My 

MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky 
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husband and I had two children—a boy and a girl. Then my husband  
died in 1982 from kidney problems. 

Today, my daughter lives in a nearby village. My son went to Germany  
in 2014, after the Islamic State group came. 

I have two families living with me—25 people in all. They left their village  
when the Islamic State group came in August 2014. They had to leave  
behind their land, their animals. They have no place to go. Where would  
they go if I don’t accept them? 

When I heard from MCC partner Zakho Small Villages Project (ZSVP)  
that I could take part in a project to raise bees or start a kitchen garden,  
I chose the bees. In our village, my parents had beehives.

I received five bee boxes in February 2015. Now, I have 16 bee boxes.  
When I divided my hives, I gave two back to ZSVP to give to other families.  
I also gave eight to other farmers directly. Now, if I want more beehives,  
I can divide my hives to make more hives. Or I can make more honey to sell.

We depend for our livelihoods on the money that comes from this honey. 
Beekeeping is good for me. Because of the income generation, I look  
after it day and night.

Fawzia is part of an MCC-supported livelihoods initiative of  
Zakho Small Villages Project (ZSVP) that helps people earn more  
for their families. She told this story in 2015. 

* Because of security concerns, no last names are used.



MCC  |  PEACE SUNDAY PACKET  |  2020  |  38

From refugee to sponsor: A journey of 40 years

As a five-year-old resting in her mother’s arms at the 
bottom of a boat crowded with refugees, Nhung Tran 
could not have imagined the life she’s living now. A life  
as a doctor in Canada. A life where she is responsible  
for bringing two families to safety as a sponsor.

It was the fall of 1978, and Tran’s mother, a widow, joined the hundreds of 
thousands of people fleeing Vietnam. She packed herself and six children  
into a boat in the midst of the stormy season with the hope they would  
make it to Malaysia. “She did sacrifice pretty much everything,” says Tran  
(now Tran-Davies). “Put our lives on the line because she just had hope  
that we would find something better than what was there in Vietnam.”

As a five-year-old, she remembers only glimpses of the two-day journey.  
“It was really tight, and it was very hot and you know it was hard to breathe 
down there, the smell of the vomit and my older sister crying because she  
was sick to her stomach.” Despite the difficult crossing, she knows they  
were lucky. Another boat loaded with refugees that left minutes before  
them got caught in a storm and sank. 

The family lived in a refugee camp in Malaysia for eight months before  
getting word that a church in Edmonton wanted to sponsor them.  

Photo/Peter Markowski
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“When we came over to Canada our family was a mother and six kids… 
what I understood is that not a lot of the other nations wanted our family 
because they thought that our family would be a burden to their community,  
to their economy,” Tran-Davies says. 

Her mother was anxious when the plane hit the tarmac in Edmonton  
and feared getting off. Though she was relieved to be in a safer place,  
Tran-Davies says, she didn’t know how a tailor with little education could  
make it in a new country with six children. 

But then they walked off the plane and saw the faces of the sponsors there  
to greet them. As the youngest, Tran-Davies doesn’t remember much but  
does recall receiving a doll from one of the sponsors that she still has today.  
“We were just so happy; we knew that we were in good hands. And we had  
no idea how good we were going to have it just because these sponsors  
were so wonderful to us.” 

Nearly 40 years later, Tran-Davies is bringing that same peace to two families 
fleeing violence in Syria. She heard about the conflict in Syria and wondered 
how to help and realized she could become a sponsor. She wanted to bring  
over two families, so she asked two separate groups of friends for help.  
One group of former refugees and immigrants from Vietnam, the other a  
group of children of the families that sponsored her all those years ago.

They were matched with two Syrian families through MCC Alberta’s refugee 
sponsorship program. Inspired by the church that sponsored her, Tran-Davies 
specifically asked for families that would be harder to settle, for groups larger 
than four. “It does seem funny how life works out,” she says. “Forty years  
later it’s sort of like a déjà vu, we’re in the same situation but this time I am  
the sponsor.” 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Videos: 

Our lives are being enriched  
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/sponsoring-refugees-our-lives-are-being-enriched 
A video featuring a family in British Columbia and their experience of sponsoring a 
refugee family and how that has shaped their lives and understanding of the world. 

Assisting returnees in Cambodia  
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/assisting-returnees-cambodia-video  
The story of Huy Piseth, who grew up in the United States after his family fled 
when he was six years old. He was deported as an adult to Cambodia and had  
to start his life over in a country he didn’t know.   

Hutterite help: A refugee sponsorship story  
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/hutterite-help-refugee-sponsorship-story  
What happened when a Hutterite colony decided to sponsor a refugee  
family from Syria? 

Story table: Hospitality  
fullerstudio.fuller.edu/story-table-hospitality/
Fuller hosted a roundtable conversation about the joys and challenges  
of offering and receiving hospitality. 

A future inhabited by movement  
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/a-future-inhabited-by-movement
Juan Martinez, a Mennonite Brethren pastor and professor at Fuller  
Theological Seminary, views the Old Testament through the eyes  
of immigration and migration. 

Stories: 

“You are my family”  
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/you-are-my-family-sponsorship-syrian-refugees  
A story and video featuring the story of Brian Darweesh and Reem Younes  
who got married as refugees in Lebanon after fleeing their homes in Syria.  
They were resettled in Canada, and the congregation that sponsored them  
in Winnipeg threw them a wedding celebration. 

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/sponsoring-refugees-our-lives-are-being-enriched
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/assisting-returnees-cambodia-video
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/hutterite-help-refugee-sponsorship-story
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZgEaOLqve8
http://fullerstudio.fuller.edu/story-table-hospitality/
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/a-future-inhabited-by-movement
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/you-are-my-family-sponsorship-syrian-refugees
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Fleeing violence, gaining education 
https://mcccanada.ca/centennial/100-stories/fleeing-violence-gaining-education 
A story about an MCC-supported secondary school serving students from 
refugee camps in DR Congo.

From stranger to neighbour 
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/stranger-neighbour 
Five short vignettes about how MCC’s refugee sponsorship program helps 
sponsorship groups through the process. 

Articles:

Transforming foreign policy on World Refugee Day 
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2020/06/17/transforming-foreign-
policy-on-world-refugee-day/ 

Who is my neighbour during the pandemic? 
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2020/05/27/who-is-my-neighbour-
during-the-pandemic/ 

Refugee resettlement: Where do we go from here? 
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2019/02/13/refugee-resettlement-
where-do-we-go-from-here/ 

How do we respond to the stranger at our gate? 
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2019/05/29/how-do-we-respond-to-
the-stranger-at-our-gate/ 

MCC’s Latin and American and Caribbean region blog migration articles 
http://www.mcclaca.org/category/advocacy/migration/ 

The ungrateful refugee: ‘We have no debt to repay’  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/04/dina-nayeri-ungrateful-refugee 
Dina Nayeri was just a child when she fled Iran as an asylum seeker. But as she 
settled into life in the U.S. and then Europe, she became suspicious of the idea 
that refugees should shed their old identities and be eternally thankful.

How Syrian refugees arriving in Canada became extras in their own story 
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/refugee-arrival-stories-are-too-happythe-
harm-of-french-immersion-and-who-gets-to-decide-who-s-afeminist-
1.3452586/how-syrian-refugees-arriving-in-canada-became-extras-intheir-
own-stories-1.3452625 
How the stories the media tells about refugees coming to Canada can become 
less about the refugee’s experience and more about Canadians. 

https://mcccanada.ca/centennial/100-stories/fleeing-violence-gaining-education
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/stranger-neighbour
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2020/06/17/transforming-foreign-policy-on-world-refugee-day/
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2020/06/17/transforming-foreign-policy-on-world-refugee-day/
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2020/05/27/who-is-my-neighbour-during-the-pandemic/
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2020/05/27/who-is-my-neighbour-during-the-pandemic/
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2019/02/13/refugee-resettlement-where-do-we-go-from-here/
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2019/02/13/refugee-resettlement-where-do-we-go-from-here/
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2019/05/29/how-do-we-respond-to-the-stranger-at-our-gate/
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2019/05/29/how-do-we-respond-to-the-stranger-at-our-gate/
http://www.mcclaca.org/category/advocacy/migration/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/04/dina-nayeri-ungrateful-refugee
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/refugee-arrival-stories-are-too-happythe-harm-of-french-immersion-and-who-gets-to-decide-who-s-afeminist-1.3452586/how-syrian-refugees-arriving-in-canada-became-extras-intheir-own-stories-1.3452625
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/refugee-arrival-stories-are-too-happythe-harm-of-french-immersion-and-who-gets-to-decide-who-s-afeminist-1.3452586/how-syrian-refugees-arriving-in-canada-became-extras-intheir-own-stories-1.3452625
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/refugee-arrival-stories-are-too-happythe-harm-of-french-immersion-and-who-gets-to-decide-who-s-afeminist-1.3452586/how-syrian-refugees-arriving-in-canada-became-extras-intheir-own-stories-1.3452625
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/refugee-arrival-stories-are-too-happythe-harm-of-french-immersion-and-who-gets-to-decide-who-s-afeminist-1.3452586/how-syrian-refugees-arriving-in-canada-became-extras-intheir-own-stories-1.3452625
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Resources and activities: 

Walls: Divine and dividing
www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/76/8585
Mennonite Church Canada’s Season of Prayer curriculum for 2006 based 
on Ephesians 2:11–22, contains many insights for sermons or personal 
reflection. Written by Brian Dyck, MCC Canada national migration and 
resettlement program co-ordinator. 

Hospitality and hope 
mcccanada.ca/sites/mcccanada.ca/files/media/common/documents/
refugee_day_booklet.pdf
MCC’s World Refugee Day worship resource contains personal stories  
of refugees, refugee-focused prayers, sermon starters, a children’s story 
and a readers’ theatre script. 

MCC’s centennial colouring book 
https://mcccanada.ca/media/resources/10546
A useful tool for introducing children to the ways MCC has served around 
the world over the past century. 

A prayer for refugees and displaced persons 
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2015/08/12/a-prayer-for-
refugees-and-displaced-persons/ 
A prayer written by Steve Plenert in 2015 when he served as peace 
program co-ordinator for MCC Manitoba. 

Forced to flee simulation 
https://foodgrainsbank.ca/product/forced-to-flee-a-simulation-on-
decision-making-during-conflict-and-migration/  A downloadable 
interactive exercise where people work in “family units” through a 
simulation of displacement, making difficult decisions to maintain their 
supply of food, money and health while securing their future post-conflict. 

To remember is to work for peace buttons 
https://mcccanada.ca/learn/what/peace/peace-buttons 
Order your MCC peace buttons to wear around Remembrance Day. 

http://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/76/8585
http://mcccanada.ca/sites/mcccanada.ca/files/media/common/documents/refugee_day_booklet.pdf
http://mcccanada.ca/sites/mcccanada.ca/files/media/common/documents/refugee_day_booklet.pdf
https://mcccanada.ca/media/resources/10546
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2015/08/12/a-prayer-for-refugees-and-displaced-persons/
https://mccottawaoffice.wordpress.com/2015/08/12/a-prayer-for-refugees-and-displaced-persons/
https://foodgrainsbank.ca/product/forced-to-flee-a-simulation-on-decision-making-during-conflict-and
https://foodgrainsbank.ca/product/forced-to-flee-a-simulation-on-decision-making-during-conflict-and
https://mcccanada.ca/learn/what/peace/peace-buttons
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