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How to use this packet 
Peace Sunday is an annual occasion to preach, teach, reflect upon and witness to the 
gospel of peace as revealed in Jesus Christ. Mennonite Central Committee encourages 
churches to observe Peace Sunday this year on Nov. 7, 2021.

We offer this packet as a resource to help you prepare for Peace Sunday.

Before Peace Sunday 
•  Skim through the packet to become familiar with the content. Read through the 

introduction and biblical interpretations to understand the theme.

• Gather a group of people to help plan your Peace Sunday worship service, including 
those who will participate in leading it. Consider using the same reader for all of the 
prayers from one country; for example, the reader of the Colombian voice in the readers’ 
theatre could also read the profession which comes from Colombia, and the sections of 
intercession and litany of commitment for Colombia. 

• Plan the worship service, drawing from the ideas in this packet. Consult the additional 
resources at the end of the packet for more ideas.

 » Choose from the prayers to structure the worship service.

 » Use the biblical materials and stories to develop a sermon or meditation.

 »  Choose songs from the suggested list or from your own songbooks or hymnals.

• Share this packet with others in your congregation for use in adult or youth Sunday 
school, Bible study or small group discussions.

 »  Provide devotionals to congregational members so that they can participate at home.

• Consider other ways of highlighting the theme in your congregation:

 » Plan a film night with youth or young adults.

 »  Plan an adult Sunday school class to discuss one or several of the additional resources. 

 »  Host a prayer meeting to intercede for people affected by violence around the world.

 »  Consider printing some of the quotations in your church bulletin or on your church 
website.

 » Include some of the stories in your congregational newsletter.

After Peace Sunday 
Please let us know whether you used the materials in this packet, which ones
and how we might improve Peace Sunday resources in the future. Send a note
to peace@mcccanada.ca. 
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Introduction to the theme: 
Defending Hope 

“But in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to 
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and reverence.” (1 Peter 3:15–16).

This year, the Peace Sunday materials centre on the theme of “Defending Hope.” In a 
world of violence and oppression, living into hope is a faithful, courageous witness. 
Defence is usually associated with a nation or individual’s self-protection at the 
expense of another. But to defend hope is to offer life to all.

This packet pulls from experiences of churches in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 
Middle East who have modelled speaking out against violence and defending hope 
in the midst of oppression. In these contexts, hope is strong and audacious, radically 
demonstrating the upside-down order Jesus embodied: a Kingdom where a sacrificial 
Lamb reigns (Revelation 7:17), children lead (Isaiah 11:6), the dead live, and the poor 
in spirit are blessed (Matthew 5:3). 

The voices in this packet invite us to defend hope rather than display power, defend 
hope rather than protect wealth, defend hope in place of hopelessness—even in the 
face of violence. As our fellow Jesus-followers in Palestine invite:

We call on Christians to remain steadfast in this time  
of trial, just as we have throughout the centuries, through 
the changing succession of states and governments.  
Be patient, steadfast and full of hope so that you might  
fill the heart of every one of your brothers or sisters  
who shares in this same trial with hope.
—KAIROS PALESTINE DOCUMENT 5.3

In this resource, you will find devotionals, words and songs for worship, prayers, 
sermon prompts, activities and more. We pray that the words and witness of our 
brothers and sisters around the world will move your congregation to join and support 
the effort to defend hope as we work toward peace together. 
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How this packet came together 
Leading into the 2020 U.S. presidential election, MCC-supporting churches were 
grappling with how to respond to the growing polarization and violence in the U.S. 
Acknowledging the godly wisdom in regions that have experienced decades of war, 
division or oppression, MCC reached out to partners around the world for formal peace 
statements they had written. 

The result was a collection of previously written statements and stories on nonviolence 
from the Global Church. These statements form the basis of MCC’s 2021 Peace Sunday 
liturgy. They are examples of the ways the global church has stood up in defiance of 
violence and in defence of hope.
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This Sunday service centres around these  
four regions and their statements of peace:  

1. Colombia, South America, which has lived through six decades of armed 
conflict, continues to suffer violence at the hands of guerrillas, paramilitary groups  
and its own government.

Bread and Peace Declaration by the Colombian Mennonite Church, Mennonite Brethren 
Churches of Colombia, and Brethren in Christ Church in Colombia on International Day 
for Peace and Nonviolence, September 21, 2002 (translated from Spanish by Katerina 
Parsons) https://mcc.org/media/resources/10009

Statement of the Colombia Mennonite Church on the massacres, October 2020 
(translated from Spanish by original authors with updated information in December 
2020) https://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/82/24019

(MCC photo/Annalee Giesbrecht)

COLOMBIA

https://mcc.org/media/resources/10009
https://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/82/24019
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2. Palestine includes the Israeli-occupied territories of Gaza and 
West Bank in the Middle East. Palestinian Christians’ access to healthcare, 
transportation routes, and churches is restricted; homes and farms are bulldozed.

The Kairos Palestine document, by Kairos Palestine, December 2009
Sabeel Wave of Prayer, by Sabeel November 9, 2020 https://sabeel.
org/2020/11/09/sabeel-wave-of-prayer-145/

(MCC photo/Naomi Enns)

PALESTINE

https://sabeel.org/2020/11/09/sabeel-wave-of-prayer-145/
https://sabeel.org/2020/11/09/sabeel-wave-of-prayer-145/
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3. South Sudan, East-Central Africa, has experienced a civil war since 
December 2013 that has killed more than 400,000 and displaced nearly 2 million,  
“South Sudan’s rival leaders form coalition government,” Associated Press 
via CBC, February 22, 2020, https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/south-
sudan-1.5472611

Peace Now! by the heads of churches from the South Sudan Council of 
Churches, July 19, 2018 https://www.oikoumene.org/sites/default/files/
Document/South%20Sudan%20Council%20Of%20Churches.pdf

Prayer for Peace in South Sudan by MCC staff published at mcc.org  
March 4, 2018 https://mcc.org/stories/prayer-peace-south-sudan

South Sudan Council of Churches, South Sudan Civil Society Forum, and  
South Sudan Women’s Coalition for Peace joint statement on the anniversary  
of Unity Government, February 15, 2021 http://www.aacc-ceta.org/en/news/280-
joint-statement-for-restoration-of-peace-security-and-stability-and-an-end-to-all-
bloodshed-in-south-sudan?fbclid=IwAR1rG0j9rEsOSssI56mU_P1v1GVgwVFI5-
jkyg3TraHz6Kv6n3fvFh2GdKI

(Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe photo/Christoph Pueschner)

SOUTH SUDAN

https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/south-sudan-1.5472611
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/south-sudan-1.5472611
https://www.oikoumene.org/sites/default/files/Document/South%20Sudan%20Council%20Of%20Churches.pdf
https://www.oikoumene.org/sites/default/files/Document/South%20Sudan%20Council%20Of%20Churches.pdf
https://mcc.org/stories/prayer-peace-south-sudan
http://www.aacc-ceta.org/en/news/280-joint-statement-for-restoration-of-peace-security-and-stability
http://www.aacc-ceta.org/en/news/280-joint-statement-for-restoration-of-peace-security-and-stability
http://www.aacc-ceta.org/en/news/280-joint-statement-for-restoration-of-peace-security-and-stability
http://www.aacc-ceta.org/en/news/280-joint-statement-for-restoration-of-peace-security-and-stability


MCC  |  PEACE SUNDAY PACKET  |  2021  |  9

4. Korea in Northeast Asia has been divided for 71 years into two nations:  
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) and the Republic of 
Korea (South Korea). An estimated 10.1 million people in North Korea suffer food 
insecurity and 8.4 million lack safe drinking water.

Longing for Reconciliation, a statement from Korean American Christians 
lamenting over 70 years of division between North Korea and South Korea,  
July 27, 2020 https://mcc.org/get-involved/advocacy/
washington?vvsrc=%2fBlogPosts%2f1876

Declaration of the Churches of Korea on National Reunification and Peace,  
February 29, 1988 https://hyeyoungkurtkorea.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/
declaration-of-the-churches-of-korea-1988-ncck.pdf

(MCC Photo/Jennifer Steiner)

NORTH KOREA

https://hyeyoungkurtkorea.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/declaration-of-the-churches-of-korea-1988-ncck.pdf
https://hyeyoungkurtkorea.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/declaration-of-the-churches-of-korea-1988-ncck.pdf
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Words to the Congregation
Canadian and U.S. Christians are used to being the teachers and helpers by sending 
resources and working internationally, providing training and capacity building.  
For example, in 2020, MCC’s supporters in Canada and the U.S. sent 849,024 pounds  
of canned meat, 94,073 school kits and 47,830 comforters to people in need. But we 
don’t have all the answers.

Today, as we make International Day of Peace/Peace Sunday, we must recognize and 
say to our global brothers and sisters from conflicted regions, “We have a lot to learn 
from you.” Instead of standing up as teachers, we place ourselves in the role of students, 
curious, open. Let’s listen to what the church beyond our borders has to say.
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CALL TO WORSHIP: A READERS THEATRE
This readers theatre is based on these stories: 
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/first-person-wilfrido-murillo
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/learn-pray-join-at- 
the-table-with-enemies/
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/refusing-be-enemies
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/building-peace-amidst-scars-war-south-sudan

Voices:
Wilfrido Murillo (pronounced Wheel-FREE-doe  Moor-EE-yo [with rolled r’s  
if possible]), pastor of Emmanuel Mennonite Brethren Church in Colombia,  
who also teaches agriculture. 
SeongHan Kim (pronounced SungHan Kim), an MCC representative from  
South Korea, son of North Korean refugees.
Amal Nassar (pronounced Ahmal  NasSAR [SAR rhymes with CAR]),  
a Palestinian woman running a family farm near Bethlehem.
Caesaer Hakim (pronounced CEEsar HAKeem), father of six and peace  
committee chair in Opari, South Sudan, who spent years in a refugee camp  
in Uganda.

Script:
Wilfrido: Good morning, I am Wilfrido, pastor of Emmanuel Mennonite Brethren 
Church in Colombia.  
SeongHan: My name is SeongHan from South Korea, but my parents were born  
in North Korea, which was once the centre of a Christian revival.  
Amal: I’m a Palestinian Christian farmer in the West Bank, near Bethlehem.  
My name is Amal. 
Caesaer: Greetings from South Sudan. I’m Caesaer, proud father of six children. 

Amal: My father was always talking about how important the land is for us;  
it’s like a mother. My family has lived on this farm for 100 years.
Wilfrido: When I was a child, we could sleep with our doors open and go up  
and down the river without hearing gunshots.

All: We share many things in common with you.

Wilfrido: But armed groups began to arrive in 1989 and we learned to cope  
with fear. 
SeongHan: After more than 35 years of colonization under Imperial Japan and  
our liberation in 1945, suddenly the United States and Soviet Union drew a  
line through the Korean peninsula, the frontline for the emerging Cold War.  
That was the beginning of two Koreas.   

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/first-person-wilfrido-murillo
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/learn-pray-join-at-the-table-with-enemies/
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/learn-pray-join-at-the-table-with-enemies/
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/refusing-be-enemies
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/building-peace-amidst-scars-war-south-sudan
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Amal: Our farm is in Area C, the region under complete Israeli control.  
This division was supposed to be temporary, until an agreement could be  
reached on the borders of a Palestinian state, but it’s been 25 years. 
Caesaer: A 21-year-long civil war devastated my region of what is now South Sudan, 
killing 2 million people and displacing 4 million. When the bombs fell  
in Opari, we were among the displaced: my family fled to Uganda for 14 years. 

All: We long for peace.

Wilfrido: Because of the increase in mining and illicit crops, mostly coca,  
my community has changed. Violence increased, as well as prostitution and  
drug addiction. Due to violence, many left and never returned.
SeongHan: Many Christians in the North fled to the South. My mother was  
one of these Christian refugees. 
Amal: Because we don’t have access to running water, we’ve built cisterns.  
But because we need permits from the Israeli government to build anything  
and the Israelis only approve 1.5 percent of Palestinian permits, we’ve received orders  
of demolition for our cisterns.
Caesaer: Fourteen years later, we returned to our ancestral home in South Sudan full  
of hope, but we found another family living on our land.

All: We long for safety.

Wilfrido: The Colombian government fumigated crops to get rid of the coca,  
but our food crops were damaged too. 
SeongHan: During the Korean War and ever since, a strong anti-communist sentiment 
rapidly grew and was embedded into the Korean church. The Christians from the North 
had some painful experiences.
Amal: It was 2 a.m. on May 19, 2014, when we received a phone call telling us that  
Israeli soldiers were on our farm cutting down apple, almond and fig trees. My family 
raced down to the valley and watched as 1,500 trees in our orchards, nearly ready to  
be harvested, were bulldozed.  
Caesaer: My six children had all grown up in a refugee camp, and now someone was 
telling me I couldn’t build them a house on my grandfather’s land. 

All: It isn’t fair.

Wilfrido: My degree is in agricultural sciences. My church is helping people  
join MCC’s agricultural program, so that those who are still growing coca can grow  
food crops instead. Farmers who aren’t part of the church are coming  
closer because they feel the church has an interest in their lives.
SeongHan: When I was studying peace theology in Indiana, I met many MCC workers. 
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MCC supports peace education in South Korea and shares medical supplies, food and 
conservation agriculture practices with North Korea. 
Amal: My father’s dream was that his family farm would be a meeting place for people 
of different cultures and religions, where building relationships could be  
a first step to peace. Though he died in 1976, we made his dream a reality, opening the 
Tent of Nations centre in 2000. We host MCC volunteers who want to learn about the 
Palestinian struggle.
Caesaer: To help people resolve conflicts like ours, with funding from MCC, the Sudan 
Council of Churches had established peace committees in Opari and nine other 
communities in South Sudan and Sudan. I had learned about peacebuilding in the 
refugee camp in Uganda. I became a chair of the Opari peace committee.

All: We have hope.

Wilfrido: I came to work as a pastor more because of the need in the community than 
that it was my dream. But when you have a ministry like this, you have to rely on God, 
and that helps you fall in love with what you do.
SeongHan: Once I thought North Korea was the enemy. Now I am working for MCC  
as a representative and peace education in South Korea is my passion.  
Amal: At the entrance to our farm is a rock with words from Psalm 133 painted on it 
in Hebrew, so the soldiers with guns and bulldozers can understand: “How good and 
pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity” (New International Version) 
Caesaer: If I had not had the peacebuilding training, I would have picked a quarrel 
with the family on my land. Instead, I built my house on another plot. We had different 
needs and languages, but we came together as one people. When others saw this, 
they came to me for advice on their own conflicts. I am like a teacher.

All: We are ready to defend the hope that is in us. Will you learn with us?

Wilfrido: Ministry was a challenge set before us and we couldn’t say no.
Amal: My father named me Amal, meaning hope, because through a lifetime  
of conflict, he never gave up hope. My life is a reminder.
Caesaer: Knowledge is like fire, it cannot be contained.
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PRAYERS

Our prayers today are from the peace statements of churches in Korea, Colombia, 
Palestine and South Sudan and from Korean Christians in the U.S.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
Our opening profession of faith comes from the Mennonite Churches in Colombia. 
Together with our brothers and sisters, we declare:

Following Jesus, the Son of God, 
who we recognize as the almighty God, 

we affirm our biblical and historical conviction 
that the way of peace is active nonviolence 
and love of our neighbours, 

especially the weak, marginalized, poor 
and our enemies.

We will not take part in armed activity
in search of peace. …

We invite our fellow citizens
to commit to nonviolence 
in all their relationships.

I commit to cultivating 
a personal and family spirituality 
of love and nonviolence,

to respecting and protecting the dignity 
of human life in all its forms, 
as well as care for creation,

to practicing nonviolence in all my family relationships, 
rejecting physical, verbal and psychological abuse.

I commit, out of love for my neighbour, 
to resolve conflicts in a nonviolent way,
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to constructing solidarity and working 
for an alternate economy that promotes 
humane, integral, sustainable development,
to not carrying weapons 
or participating in military projects.
I commit to putting my abilities, 
talents, gifts, times and resources 
to the service of the construction 
of a society of life, justice and peace 
through active nonviolence.

—adapted from the public statement on the International Day of Peace,  
Sept. 21, 2011, Mennonite Churches in Colombia
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
This is a time for repentance. 

Repentance brings us back 
into the communion of love 
with everyone who suffers, 

the prisoners, the wounded,  
… the children who cannot live their childhood 
and each one who mourns a dear one. 

The communion of love says 
to every believer in spirit and in truth: 

if my brother [or sister] is a prisoner, I am a prisoner; 
if [their] home is destroyed, my home is destroyed; 
when my brother [or sister] is killed, then I too am killed. 

We face the same challenges 
and share in all that has happened 
and will happen. 

Perhaps, as individuals or … churches, we were silent 
when we should have raised our voices 
to condemn the injustice and share in the suffering. 
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This is a time of repentance 
for our silence, indifference, lack of communion, 
… contradicting our witness and weakening our word. 

“[We repent] for our concern with our institutions, 
sometimes at the expense of our mission, 
thus silencing the prophetic voice 
given by the Spirit to the Churches.

The word of God is a word of love for all [God’s] creation. 

God is not the ally of one against the other, 
nor the opponent of one in the face of the other. 

God is the Lord of all and loves all, 
demanding justice from all 
and issuing to all of us the same commandments:
[that we love one another as God has loved us]. 
—Kairos Palestine document, 5.2, 6.1

PRAYER OF ASSURANCE
Our hope remains strong, because it is from [you,] God. [You] alone [are] good,  
almighty and loving and [your] goodness will one day be victorious over the evil in  
which we find ourselves. 

As Saint Paul said: “If God is for us, who is against us? … Who will separate us from  
the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,  
or peril, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all day long’ …  
For I am convinced that [nothing] in all creation, will be able to separate us from the  
love of God” (Romans 8:31, 35, 36, 38, 39).

Hope within us means first and foremost our faith in [you] and secondly our expectation, 
despite everything, for a better future. Thirdly, it means not chasing after illusions – we 
realize that release is not close at hand. Hope is the capacity to see [you] in the midst of 
trouble, and to be co-workers with the Holy Spirit who is dwelling in us. 

From this vision derives the strength to be steadfast, remain firm and work to change  
the reality in which we find ourselves. … Today, we bear the strength of love rather  
than that of revenge, a culture of life rather than a culture of death. This is a source of 
hope for us, for the Church and for the world.
—Kairos Palestine document, Section 3.1, 3.2
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
We first offer praise and thanks 
for the grace and love of God, 
who has sent the gospel of Christ 
to the Korean peninsula.

[With the churches in North and South Korea
we ask] for the healing of the wounds caused by division.
[We pray for] the separated families, who—
as the victims of the division—have endured 
all sorts of suffering during the past 40-some years 
[to] be reunited and allowed to live together.
[We pray that] the division 
which threatens the life of the Korean people 
and endangers world peace [would be overcome], 
and reunification [become] the path leading
… from conflict and confrontation 
to reconciliation and coexistence, 
and finally to one peaceful national community.
—Declaration of the Churches of Korea on National Reunification and  
Peace 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord, we thank you for those 
who work to dismantle structures 
used to exclude and oppress others. 

[Together with our Palestinian brothers and sisters,]
We continue to pray for the restoration 
of peace and justice in Israel/Palestine 
and for an end to the segregations 
of the people living in the land. 
—Sabeel Wave of Prayer, Palestine 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

May our churches and faith communities 
be known as messengers of peace 
and may our buildings be used as places of peace.
—Statement of the Colombia Mennonite Church on the massacres  
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[With the church leaders of Colombia, we pray for]
government, armed groups and the media 
to set aside attitudes of war 
and to enter into conversations and actions for peace, 
making substantial and fundamental concessions 
for the building of a new country, 
with full guarantees for human dignity 
with social and legal justice, including housing, 
employment, land, security, education, 
health and democratic freedom.
—Bread and Peace Declaration

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prince of Peace, 
we pray for changed hearts 
that seek peace and work for justice 
for all South Sudanese.
[Alongside your followers in South Sudan,]
we give you thanks for those 
who are already working for peace 
in their communities.

We pray for food, shelter, and medicine 
for those displaced 
and those fleeing conflict 
in their home communities.

We pray that those who go to bed hungry 
would be fed,
and that those who are suffering 
would be comforted and made whole. 
Amen.
—Prayer for Peace in South Sudan: MCC.org

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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WORDS BEFORE COMMUNION
Repentance brings us back into the communion of love with everyone who suffers, 
the prisoners, the wounded, those afflicted with temporary or permanent [disabilities], 
the children who cannot live their childhood and each one who mourns a dear one.

Jesus Christ said: “The Kingdom of God is among you” (Luke 17:21). This Kingdom 
that is present among us and in us is the extension of the mystery of salvation. It 
is the presence of God among us and our sense of that presence in everything we 
do and say. It is in this divine presence that we shall do what we can until justice is 
achieved in this land.
—Kairos Palestine document, 3.4.4
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LITANY OF COMMITMENT
Let us pray for courage to be faithful witnesses for peace.

Where there is division, we will defend the hope that is in us.
 
As people reconciled with God through the love of Christ, Christ calls us to the ministry 
of reconciliation across the divisions of this world. We mourn seven decades of division 
and war on the Korean peninsula. 

We seek to extend compassion for the widow, the orphan, the imprisoned, and the sick 
by supporting humanitarian aid and standing for human dignity on the Korean peninsula.

The prophetic call of the church is to speak truth to power. We call for an end to the 
Korean War, a conflict that escalates hostilities between people who share language, 
traditional culture, and ancient history.

We believe that God is faithful, and that the arc of the universe in God’s victory in Christ 
bends toward justice, reconciliation, and beloved community. We pray that someday 
all Korean people will be able to return to the birthplaces of their ancestors, to meet 
face-to-face across the peninsula, and to recognize each other as sisters, brothers, and 
image-bearers of God.
—Longing for Reconciliation: statement from Korean American Christians

Where is the violence, we will defend the hope that is in us.

[In a South Sudan experiencing] displacement, sexual and gender-based violence, 
unnecessary roadblocks for extorting money and inflicting pain on travellers and 
humanitarian workers, alongside an economy that falters:

We echo the people’s call for an end to violent conflict and insecurity, displacement of 
civilians, and insensitive creation of more orphans and widows. We seize this moment 
to jointly call for what the people desperately need – peace, security, stability to end 
bloodshed and human suffering in South Sudan.
—South Sudan Council of Churches, South Sudan Civil Society Forum, and South Sudan 
Women’s Coalition for Peace joint statement on the anniversary of Unity Government
 
Where there is inequality, we will defend the hope that is in us.

[We] repent of theological positions that support unjust political options with regard to 
the Palestinian people. [We] stand alongside the oppressed and preserve the word of 
God as good news for all. 
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We condemn all forms of racism, whether religious or ethnic, including anti-Semitism 
and Islamophobia ... [We] take a position of truth with regard to Israel’s occupation of 
Palestinian land.

[We answer our Palestinian brothers’ and sisters’ call] to see the face of God in each one 
of God’s creatures. [With them, we work toward] a common vision, built on equality and 
sharing, not on superiority, negation of the other, or aggression, using the pretext of fear 
and security. We say that love is possible and mutual trust is possible. Thus, peace is 
possible. 

In the absence of all hope, we cry out [their] cry of hope.
—Kairos Palestine document, 6.1, 6.3, 9.1, 10 

Where there is war, we will defend the hope that is in us.

As followers of Jesus, son of God, who we recognize as sovereign God, we affirm our 
biblical and historical conviction to the way of peace as active nonviolence and love for 
neighbour, especially for the weak, marginalized, the poor, and the enemy.

We call the international community to halt their contributions through finances, 
weapons, or advisory support for the war in Colombia. 

[With our brothers and sisters in Colombia,] we believe that peace is an issue that 
belongs to everyone and so we will continue to seek peace with justice for and with 
everyone.
—Bread and Peace Declaration 

A PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI: 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt,  
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there  
is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console;  
to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we 
receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born  
to eternal life. Amen. 

BENEDICTION
What the use of weapons during our 200 years of existence as a nation has not 
achieved, the instructive and transformative message of the Gospel of Peace can 
accomplish. It will be like the small mustard seed that grows into a tree.  
It will be like the yeast that leavens the entire loaf. 
— Yalile Caballero Vargas, president and legal representative,  

Mennonite Church of Colombia
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ADDITIONAL READINGS 

FROM PALESTINE
They say “Peace, peace” when there is no peace. (Jeremiah 6:14)

The separation wall erected on Palestinian territory, 
a large part of which has been confiscated for this purpose, 
has turned our towns and villages into prisons.

Israeli settlements ravage our land 
in the name of God and in the name of force.

Reality is the separation 
between members of the same family, 
making family life impossible 
for thousands of Palestinians.

The freedom of access to the holy places is denied 
under the pretext of security. 

Jerusalem and its holy places are out of bounds 
for many Christians and Muslims 
from the West Bank and the Gaza strip. 

Jerusalem, symbol of peace and sign of conflict. 
—Kairos Palestine document, 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.4, 1.1.5, 1.1.8
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FROM SOUTH SUDAN 
I am for peace; but when I speak, they are for war. (Psalm 120:7)

Our hearts pain 
for the suffering, tired, hungry flock 

and for our leaders 
with all their fears, anger, and trauma 

as they struggle 
across our nation, the region, 
and the world. 

The winds of violence 
and conflict have continued to obscure 
our road to light and peace.
Vomiting out the truth is a necessity 
to bring people together again.

Peace is the call from our hearts, 
tired of war,
and we are urgently calling: 

shun tribalism and all kinds of fragmentation. 
Embrace the possibility of peace.

Walk the long journey 
towards healing, peace, 
and prosperity in our beloved land. 

—Peace Now!
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SONG SELECTIONS 

Note: MCC supports the rights of authors and artists. The content you will be accessing 
is likely proprietary, so please only use content that you have permission to use through 
a license such as Christian Copyright Licensing International® (CCLI) or One License, or 
another subscription service. 

OPENING 
Together—Nathan Grieser 

SONGS OF PRAISE

We Believe in the Name—The Porter’s Gate

The Seeds of the Kingdom—Wendell Kimbrough

Voices Together (VT) 798 Sword into a Ploughshare—Darryl Neustaedter Barg

VT 420 God of the Bible—Shirley Erena Murray (text), Tony E. Alonso (music)

Sing the Story 116 I saw a Tree by the Riverside—Ken Medema

We are people of God’s peace—David Augsburger, based on Menno Simons (text), 

Johann Horn (music)

Prince of Peace—Hillsong

Glory (Let There Be Peace)—Matt Maher 

OFFERTORY 
VT 712 Beauty for Brokenness—Graham Kendrick 

SONGS OF RESPONSE
You Have Shown Us—Chris Tomlin
We Will Make No Peace with Oppression—The Porter’s Gate
Let Justice Roll – Sojourn Music
Sing the Journey 56 Make me a Channel of your Peace—Prayer of St. Francis (text), 
Sebastian Temple (music)
VT 705 For the Healing of the Nations—Fred Kaan (text), Henry T. Smart (music)
Jesus, Help Us Live in Peace—J.D. Martin 
VT 794 If the War Goes On—John Bell

SENDING SONG
Seeds—The Walking Roots Band
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MORE SONGS 
sung in Palestine
VT 711 God of Peace and Justice—Palestinian and Lebanese traditional,  
John Bell (translation and arrangement) 

sung in South Sudan
sika ta sama uwo yesu (Jesus is the way to heaven)—Unknown composer,  
Traditional South Sudan 

sung in Korea
VT 800 Honja sorironeun (With My Voice Alone) —text unknown,  
Andrew Donaldson (translation), Moon Seong Mo (music)

VT 391 Ososo (Come Now, O prince of Peace) —Geonyong Lee (text and music),  
Marion Pope (translation)

Hallelujah the God of Glory (Chukkeso Wangwiye) —Ryu Hyung Suns  
Video from Mennonite World Conference 2015 https://youtu.be/FHUrPcxrvGI 

sung in Colombia

Te Pido la Paz (I Ask You for Peace)—Jaime Murrell

No Basta Rezar (It is Not Enough to Pray)—Alí Rafael Primera Rosell

https://youtu.be/FHUrPcxrvGI
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SERMON PROMPT 
Isaiah 61:1–3 Ask God for a tree and God gives you a seed
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
    a planting of the LORD
    for the display of [God’s] splendor.
Isaiah 61:3 (New International Version)

An opening illustration from Colombia
Ricardo Esquivia Ballestas, founder of MCC partners Justapaz and Sembrandopaz in 
Colombia, tells this story:

They say that once a man was being chased by bandits who wanted to kill him. 
Desperate, he entered a network of caves and hid in one. In anguish he asked God 
to protect him, to send angels to his aid. Suddenly a little spider appeared at the 
entrance of the cave and started to weave a web. Distressed and fearful, the man 
told God that he didn’t want a spider, he needed a wall that prevented the bandits 
from entering the cave! Meanwhile the spider continued weaving its web. The 
bandits, in hushed voices, talked among themselves:

“Let us go into this cave, he could be in here.”

“No, he isn’t in there. Don’t you see the spider web covering the entrance? No one 
has been in there for years.”

And the bandits left.

God has many ways to respond to the suffering and anguish of our people, and it 
is not always in the ways we think or expect. In this little story, the man asked for 
protection, and he thought this would come in some spectacular way, like a miracle 
of angels descending or a great wall appearing. But God responded with a spider, 
whose weak web fooled the bandits.

And so I think of a beautiful saying, “If you ask of God a tree, God gives it in the 
form of a seed.”
—www.sembrandopaz.org/en/wvpeaceprize/

GOD REMAKES EDEN
Trees appear throughout Isaiah, often in reference to the idolatry that took place in 
groves and the lust which those fertility worship rituals entailed. Trees also represent the 
wealth of the nation and their pride in their own resources. These trees began in Isaiah 
as symbols of evil. They were cut down. But Isaiah promised a shoot would regrow from 
the stump. In Isaiah 61, they are not only tiny shoots, but giant oaks. It was God who 

http://www.sembrandopaz.org/en/wvpeaceprize/
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caused their growth, not their hard work nor their desperate fertility rituals. The people 
are replanted as oaks of righteousness for God’s glory now, not their personal or national 
pride. They are regrown, stronger and healthier, because in God’s garden, despite 
serpents and thorns, anything can be redeemed. 

THE TREE AS A SYMBOL OF PATIENT PEACEMAKING IN COLOMBIA
“If you ask of God a tree, God gives it in the form of a seed. And it has been in the form 
of seeds that God has responded to these brave and suffering people of the Montes de 
Maria [in Colombia],” says Esquivia, “seeds that they can transform into those ‘Trees of 
Justice’ mentioned in the biblical passage Isaiah 61:3.”

Tending a seed is a long-term commitment and often the growth is too slow to observe. 
Peacebuilding is much the same. For example, it took 30 years of work for Justapaz to 
clear a full legal route for conscientious objectors in Colombia. As Esquivia says, “We 
must fill ourselves with patience.”  

Like Justapaz, Sembrandopaz (“sowing peace”) works patiently in Colombia. The 
Colombian government subsidizes large-scale farming operations, threatening the future 
of small, traditional family farms. But Sembrandopaz invests in community partnerships 
and shares sustainable practices that allow them to compete, while protecting the 
environment. Sembrandopaz is a seed that God is growing in Colombia, with the tending 
of MCC and its supporters.

ILLUSTRATION: THE CEIBA TREE
Perhaps we can think of Isaiah’s trees of righteousness as ceibas. The ceiba trees in 
Colombia were planted to commemorate the abolition of slavery in 1851. They grow 
hundreds of feet tall and spread out a wide canopy. Poet John Paul Lederach writes, 

Ceiba trees take root in rural areas of Colombia, the lands that over the past 50 
years have been trampled by horrific violence. At the feet of ceibas, people of all 
sorts and varieties have sat in their shade: paramilitaries, army foot soldiers, women 
stopping to catch a breath in the midst of fleeing from burnt homes, guerrilla 
leaders, old men, young kids.

As far as I know, no ceiba tree has rejected anyone from the shelter of its shade. …

what if churches had
the ceiba’s patience with wide
shade for all to sit

—  “Advent Manifesto: Does My Soul Still Sing?” December 11, 2018,  
https://onbeing.org/blog/advent-manifesto-does-my-soul-still-sing/ 

https://onbeing.org/blog/advent-manifesto-does-my-soul-still-sing/
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ENCOURAGEMENT: GOD USES SMALL THINGS 
Like the seed that becomes an oak of righteousness and like the small-scale farming 
practices that change lives in Colombia, Scripture is full of instances where God  
chose the small and weak to shame the powerful (1 Corinthians 1:27): 

• One elderly man named Abram became the father of a great nation. (Genesis 12:2)

• Gideon, the smallest in his family, from the weakest clan in Israel,  
using only 300 trumpet players, defeated the army of Midian. (Judges 6:15)

• David, smallest son of Jesse, and his pebbles defeated a giant  
(1 Samuel 17:40–49).

• One jar of meal and one jug of oil kept a community fed. (1 Kings 17:12–16)

• A small cloud ended a drought. (1 Kings 18:44)

• Esther, an orphaned exile, became queen of Persia and saved the Jewish people  
from genocide. (Esther 2:5–10; 7:3–4) 

• Jesus entered the world as the helpless infant son of an underprivileged,  
unwed mother in an occupied territory, and started life as a refugee to Egypt.  
(Matthew 1:18; 2:13–14)

• A mustard seed of faith becomes a sheltering tree. (Matthew 13:31–32)

• Five loaves and two fish fed a multitude. (John 6:9–11)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
How are you defending hope?

What concrete ways can you sow peace in your community?
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EXPERIENTIAL WORSHIP
Here are some activities for small groups, children’s features, Sunday school classes or 
families to use to internalize and remember the message of sowing peace. 

Witness germination 
Lay a damp paper towel flat inside a clear plastic bag. Put quick-sprouting seeds (bean, 
pea, cucumber, broccoli) inside. Tape to a sunny window or place on the sill. As you 
observe the seeds sprouting, talk with God about your hopes. 

Move like a tree
Isaiah 61:3 says the mourners’ names will be changed to “oaks of righteousness.” From 
a crouch, as slowly as you can, rise to standing and raise your arms. Stretch your arms 
as wide as you can. Now sway your head and arms gently. Keep all four corners of your 
feet firmly planted. What could it mean for you today to live like an oak “for the display of 
God’s splendor?” 

Make seed art 
Save and wash the seeds from your fruits and vegetables (peppers, cantaloupe, apples, 
etc.). Find other seeds you have around the house, such as poppy seeds, sunflower 
seeds, grass seed, or even quinoa and rice. Draw a tree and fill the inside with glue.  
Pour small seeds and place large seeds onto the glue to give your picture texture and 
colour. Reflect together or silently about the miracle of small things: when have you  
seen God use something small to do something big?
  
Have a seed scavenger hunt
Go for a walk and see how many varieties of seeds you can find. Depending on your 
location and the time of year, you may see pinecones, acorns, dandelion pappi, the floss 
bursting from milkweed pods, the twirling samaras of a maple. Compare their texture, 
colour, shape, smell.   

Make dirt cake
Mix 3 cups prepared chocolate pudding with 3 cups whipped topping and the crumbs  
of 6 crushed chocolate cookies. Sprinkle another 6 crushed cookies on top and decorate 
with candy worms. Dirt and worms are not considered beautiful, yet we would have no 
food, trees or flowers without them. How could the messiness of your own life or your 
community lead to growth?  
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Read about the ceiba
What can you learn online or at the library about the ceiba tree? In addition to 
symbolizing the abolition of slavery in Colombia and providing shade for humans  
and homes for monkeys and frogs, the ceiba helps people sleep, float, wash,  
breathe, garden, write, cook, get well and stay warm! See if you can find out how.  
Then look up the significant trees in your area and the creatures they shelter.  
How are you  like a tree? 

Repeat after Rosenthal
Read David Rosenthal’s poem “Trees Need not Walk the Earth” (https://poets.org/
poem/trees-need-not-walk-earth). What could the stationariness of trees tell you  
about God? Yourself as a peacemaker? What else might come to trees beyond  
beauty and bread? Copy down Rosenthal’s first line, “Trees need not walk the earth,”  
and keep writing. 

https://poets.org/poem/trees-need-not-walk-earth
https://poets.org/poem/trees-need-not-walk-earth
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DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
In keeping with the Peace Sunday theme of learning from the global church, 
these devotionals centre around stories from MCC’s Palestinian, South 
Sudanese, Colombian and Korean friends and partners and explore the 
Scriptures that have guided them in ministry.

In facing division, violence, inequality and war, these believers have become 
bold: they acknowledge trauma, empower victims, negotiate reconciliation 
and invite oppressors to repent. As the South Sudan Council of Churches 
wrote in their statement Peace Now: “‘Vomiting out the truth’ is a necessity 
to bringing people together again.” 

May their stories challenge us to speak and act boldly in defence of hope.   

EACH DEVOTIONAL CONTAINS THESE ELEMENTS:

Experience: An activity to engage the senses (sight, smell, hearing, taste, 
touch, movement) in a way that fosters engagement with and memory of the 
story, for both children and adults.  

Respond: Ideas for how to live out God’s teaching. 

Receive: A prayer of opening our hearts to the truth we have just heard.
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WE CALL OPPRESSORS DOWN TO EARTH 
Read Luke 19:1–10
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” … Zacchaeus stood  
there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor;  
and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”
(LUKE 19:5, 8)

—based on Alejandra Arboleda’s story as told to Marla Pierson Lester
https://mcccanada.ca/sites/mcccanada.ca/files/media/common/documents/acp_
summer_2018_cdn-web.pdf 

When I did some work with MCC partner 
Edupaz (whose name is a combination of the 
words education and peace) in Colombia, I 
was sent to a rural church and community to 
work on an advocacy plan to show what the 
community suffered during the violence. 

When I arrived, though, people couldn’t even 
express what had happened to them.  
I looked at the importance of people being 
able to express themselves.

With the pastor, we started to do Bible studies 
over the next year. We looked at Moses, the 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, Zacchaeus. 
We talked about reparations. How did the 
community feel when Zacchaeus repaid 
them? For what do people here hope?

Zacchaeus lived in an honour-shame-based 
culture where the good of the community was 
more highly valued than individual success. 
Jesus offered him an opportunity to trade 
his shameful status as cheating taxation 
officer (in collusion with the occupier) for 
a new reputation as philanthropist. In turn, 
Zacchaeus’ generous act gave the community 
the hope that, even within an oppressive 
political system, they had the power to resist 
evil with good.  

The Colombian church was very afraid of 
being involved in politics, but eventually they 
had a march for peace, and the community 
basically told the guerrillas and the army that 
both needed to repent. 

Speaking out was a way of making visible 
what they believed, and also of protecting 
themselves. 

For what does your community hope? How 
can you help make their values visible?

Experience: Design a poster that portrays your 
vision of peace and place it in your window. 
Send a photo to media@mcccanada.org and 
your poster might be shared on MCC’s social 
media. 

Respond: The next time someone tells you 
about a painful experience, resist the urge to 
share your own. Tell the speaker that you are 
grateful that they have told you their feelings. 
Learn about trauma healing approaches that 
MCC’s partners employ here: https://mcc.
org/sites/mcc.org/files/media/common/
documents/intersections0303.pdf.

Receive: God, teach me to listen with patience 
and empathy to those who are hurting in my 
neighbourhood and around the world. Show 
me the ways I can walk alongside them.

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
SUNDAY

https://mcccanada.ca/sites/mcccanada.ca/files/media/common/documents/acp_summer_2018_cdn-web.pdf
https://mcccanada.ca/sites/mcccanada.ca/files/media/common/documents/acp_summer_2018_cdn-web.pdf
mailto:media%40mcccanada.org?subject=
https://mcc.org/sites/mcc.org/files/media/common/documents/intersections0303.pdf
https://mcc.org/sites/mcc.org/files/media/common/documents/intersections0303.pdf
https://mcc.org/sites/mcc.org/files/media/common/documents/intersections0303.pdf
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WE PULL UP AN EXTRA CHAIR FOR OUR ENEMIES
Read Psalm 23
“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.” 
(PSALM 23:5)

—SeongHan Kim, MCC Representative for Northeast Asia, “Learn, Pray, Join:  
At the table with enemies,” May 17, 2018, https://www.mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/
learn-pray-join-at-the-table-with-enemies/

I am a South Korean, a child of war refugees, 
the grandson of internally displaced people. 
Although we all memorized the verse that 
says, “Love your enemy,” it felt like this could 
not possibly apply to North Korea. They were 
“red” and “communist,” which is evil in this 
world.

However, one night something happened. In 
2018, my aged mother stayed with us for a 
couple of days at our home. We watched the 
news together (which is usually not a wise 
choice). 

The news report was about the presidential 
envoy from South Korea to Pyongyang, North 
Korea. When my mother saw the smiling face 
of Kim Jung-un at the conference hall, she 
told me, “It is hard to imagine how difficult 
it has been for this young man to lead the 
country in this tough situation.” 

I was stunned because I never heard such a 
sympathetic response to North Korean leaders 
from my mother. For her, the leaders of North 
Korea are pure evil and an absolute danger for 
many decades. But that evening, somehow my 
mother saw Kim Jung-un as a young man, a 
fellow human being.

I think of Psalm 23:5: “You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies.” 
God prepares a table in the middle of conflict 
and crisis. Then I am curious: when God set 
the table, is it only for me? 
I don’t think so. Maybe at God’s table, we will 
sit down with our enemies. At this table, finally, 
we will recognize in others the image of God. 

Is there anyone in whom you have difficulty 
seeing God’s likeness? What does the table 
God is preparing for you look like? 

Experience: Make soy-sesame tofu using this 
recipe shared by former MCC worker in South 
Korea, Donna Rice: mcc.org/stories/soy-
sesame-tofu-south-korea. It is traditional for 
Korean prisoners to eat tofu on their release 
date as a symbol of their new life. As you cook 
and enjoy this dish, discuss the frightening 
newness suggested by SeongHan’s words, 
“Maybe at God’s table, we will sit down with 
our enemies.”  

Respond: Consider sponsoring the peace 
training of one church leader for $20 at 
https://mcccanada.ca/learn/what/peace. 

Receive: God, we pray with SeongHan Kim  
for unity between Koreans on both sides  
of the border.  

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
MONDAY

https://www.mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/learn-pray-join-at-the-table-with-enemies/
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/learn-pray-join-at-the-table-with-enemies/
http://mcc.org/stories/soy-sesame-tofu-south-korea
http://mcc.org/stories/soy-sesame-tofu-south-korea
https://mcccanada.ca/learn/what/peace
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WHERE OTHERS SEE DEATH WE SEE SLUMBER
Read Mark 5:21–43
He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” 
(MARK 5:41 NRSV)

—Rev. Naim Ateek, Kumi Now initiative, Palestine https://kuminow.com/bible-study/ 

Having endured ongoing suffering under 
occupation, some Palestinians feel the 
situation is so hopeless they no longer have 
the energy to act at all. 

Like the people who came to Jairus and 
announced, “Your daughter is dead, why 
bother the teacher anymore?” they question 
why some continue to put time and energy 
into actively challenging the occupation when 
it seems like it is impossible for things to 
change. Sometimes, people may even laugh at 
these efforts of nonviolent resistance because 
they seem as futile as Jesus trying to heal a 
girl that has already been proclaimed dead. 

When Jairus hears news that his daughter is 
dead, Jesus’ response is striking: “Don’t be 
afraid; just believe.” Jesus’ words ask us to 
believe that what might seem laughable is, 
indeed, possible. 

It may indeed be foolish for us to hope 
that through working together with other 
organizations in Palestine, Israel and our 
friends in the international community, we can 
end the occupation. Yet, by God’s grace, here 
we are, proclaiming that where there is death, 
we see only slumber. What appears to be dead 
can rise up. We are committed to remaining 
steadfast in our hope.

In the story, hope is paired with agency. Both 
Jairus and the woman actively approach 
Jesus. Out of love for his daughter, Jairus 
leaves his home to find the healer. 

In a similar display of agency, the bleeding 
woman courageously reaches out to touch 
Jesus’ cloak. Jesus says, “Your faith has 
healed you.” The woman is not a passive 
recipient of healing but rather an active 
participant in her own liberation. The story 
of Jairus and the hemorrhaging woman 
challenges us to continue to act to liberate the 
people living in this land, both Palestinians and 
Israelis. 

The everyday language Jesus uses to heal the 
little girl encourages us to expect miracles. We 
witness the power of Jesus breaking into the 
ordinary moments of our lives. We hear Jesus’ 
command to rise up in our own context—to 
be liberated from suffering like the bleeding 
woman and to awake from sleep like Jairus’ 
daughter.
What hopeful idea do you find laughable? How 
do you think God would respond?  

Experience: Can drawings get up and walk? 
Using a dry erase marker, draw a stick figure 
on the bottom of a glass pie or cake pan. 
Slowly pour warm water into the pan beside 
the figure. Watch your person lift from the 
glass and move its limbs. How is the water like 
the Spirit? 

Respond: In what areas do you feel passive or 
hopeless? How is God inviting you to rise up? 

Receive: Lord, give us the energy, courage 
and expectancy to see you breaking into our 
everyday moments and respond. 

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
TUESDAY

https://kuminow.com/bible-study/
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WE SPREAD PEACE FROM HEART TO TOE
Read John 10 
“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
(JOHN 10:10)

—Elizabeth Miller, MCC representative for Colombia, “MCC accompanying the Colombian 
Anabaptist churches in their witness for peace”, August, 2020, https://mccintersections.
wordpress.com/2020/08/10/mcc-accompanying-the-colombian-anabaptist-churches-in-their-
witness-for-peace/

Ricardo Esquivia Ballestas, former director 
of the Mennonite peace organization 
Justapaz (and now director of MCC partner 
Sembrandopaz), claimed that “peace is life 
in abundance.” Rooted in Jesus’ words from 
John 10:10, it came to encapsulate a uniquely 
Colombian Anabaptist vision of peacemaking.

“For many,” wrote Esquivia, “peace is the 
absence of war. They have not yet embraced 
the concept of peace as the fruit of justice,  
as reconciliation, understanding reconciliation 
as the reconstruction of lives, of trust, love, 
respect, and mutual care.” 

While MCC does support Anabaptist partners 
actively working in conflict resolution and 
mediation, many more have chosen to work 
with victims, trauma healing, education in 
marginalized neighbourhoods, agricultural 
development, community organizing, refugee 
assistance, documentation of human rights 
abuses, and ministries with youth and children. 

One example is the response of the Mennonite 
Brethren in Valle del Cauca to the recent  
influx of Venezuelans in the cities of Palmira 
and Cali [Colombia]. With MCC’s support, 
these churches began to provide humanitarian 
aid to Venezuelans who were showing up at 
their churches. 

Instead of simply handing out food and health 
kits, however, the Mennonite Brethren visited 

participants in their homes and prayed over 
them; they collected medicines to send back 
to family members still in Venezuela; they 
helped to make doctor appointments for 
people who were sick.

Some Venezuelan participants commented to 
the pastors, “You are different than the other 
aid organizations, because you see us as 
whole people.”

Experience: MCC’s Colombian partners use 
trauma healing practices similar to this one. 
To care for your self, body and mind, take 
a deep breath in through your nose while 
counting in your head to 4, then hold your 
breath for a count of 7. Now exhale through 
your mouth for a count of 8. Notice how 
you feel. Think about the way Jesus’ love 
permeates every cell of our bodies. 

Respond: To counteract a scarcity mentality, 
donate high-need items such as cereal, 
canned meat, peanut butter and toilet paper 
from your pantry to the local food bank.

Receive: Jesus, thank you for bringing life  
and caring about us as whole people. Teach  
us to embrace the mindset of abundance,  
to loosen our grip on possessions and believe 
that something better than the status quo of 
inequality, poverty and racism is possible.

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
WEDNESDAY

https://mccintersections.wordpress.com/2020/08/10/mcc-accompanying-the-colombian-anabaptist-churches
https://mccintersections.wordpress.com/2020/08/10/mcc-accompanying-the-colombian-anabaptist-churches
https://mccintersections.wordpress.com/2020/08/10/mcc-accompanying-the-colombian-anabaptist-churches
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WE KEEP BUILDING 
Read Ezra 5:1–17
“May it be known to the king that we went to the province of Judah, to the house of the great God. 
It is being built of hewn stone, and timber is laid in the walls; this work is being done diligently and 
prospers in their hands.” 
(EZRA 5:8 NRSV)

—Ms. Florence Ayikoru Dekili, WEP program coordinator, based on an unpublished reflection 
submitted to MCC. 

The Women Empowerment Program (WEP) 
believes that women are the bond that ties the 
society together; by empowering women, we 
are rebuilding the society which is the temple 
of God. 

WEP is a nongovernmental, voluntary and 
independent organization, established  
in 2016 (formerly under the Episcopal  
Church of Sudan). With support from MCC,  
we train women in sewing and embroidery 
and provide startup kits (tailoring machines) 
to boost women’s earnings, enabling them 
to provide for their families and attain self-
reliance. We also train women in capital 
formation through savings and micro-credit 
use to increase their capital base and enhance 
their incomes for business growth and further 
investments. And we  
are strengthening women’s participation  
in peacebuilding and protection to reduce  
the prevalence and impact of conflict,  
violence and gender-based violence in  
their households. 

Ezra 5:8 is a key verse to our ministry. In the 
book of Ezra, the Israelites met with resistance 
from enemies both near (chapter 4) and far 
(chapter 5). In times of frustration, WEP uses 
this verse as an encouragement that builders 
are faced with challenges all the time, but they 
must continue rebuilding the society.

In what areas are you tempted to give up? 

Experience: Start at the bottom of a flight of 
stairs or with your fingers at the bottom of a 
pillow. Climb the steps or walk your fingers 
up slowly, taking time at each step to name a 
challenge you’ve met this week. Acknowledge 
God’s presence in each of these moments.
  
Respond: Consider ordering a meal or 
product from a small local business run by 
women, owned by a racialized community 
or intentionally employing newcomers. 
What are other ways you can build a more 
empowering society for those who have been 
marginalized?

Receive: God, make us bold to keep building  
a more just society.

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
THURSDAY
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WE ADD LOVE TO OUR HOPE
Read James 2:14–26
“For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is also dead.” 
(JAMES 2:26 NRSV)

— Rev. Ashraf Tannous, adapted from story by Emily Loewen  
https://mcc.org/stories/land-bible 

Our hope, faith and love do not come from 
the people themselves, but they come from 
heaven, from Jesus Christ the one who taught 
us how to hope, how to love and how to 
appreciate our life here.

But it’s a struggle for my congregation,  
Beit Sahour in Palestine, to keep faith 
alive. Most of the time we ask God to end 
occupation, to live a very beautiful life, 
peaceful life. And when we don’t get these 
prayers fulfilled, when people don’t get it,  
they feel they are left by God.

This is the land of the birth, this is the land of 
resurrection, this is the land of ascension, this 
is the land of the humiliation of Jesus, this is 
the land of everything.

It’s also the land where members of my own 
family were forced out of their home during 
the war in 1948. They fled to Jordan where 
five of my aunts and uncles still live, unable to 
return because they don’t have the necessary 
Palestinian identification papers.

Christians all over the world unfortunately 
don’t know that there are Christian brothers 
and sisters in Palestine, fighting for the 
justice, fighting for freedom. I like this quote 
from Dietrich Bonhoeffer: “Faith without hope 
is sick.” But I would take it further, asking 
Christians to build relationships and advocate 
for justice. 

We need your support. Not in money, but  
in prayer, in moral support, and in telling  
our story.

Faith without hope, without love, without 
bridge building, without working for the others, 
without cooperating with the others, without 
working against humiliation and check points 
and walls is also sick. 

When you imagine a healthy faith, what 
picture comes to mind?

Experience: Think of someone you admire: 
write out the ways they add hope to their faith, 
love to their hope and action to their love.

Respond: Learn more about the experience 
of Palestinian Christians by reading https://
mcc.org/learn/where/middle-east/palestine-
israel/faq. Share what you have learned in a 
conversation this week.

Receive: May all in Palestine and Israel live in 
peace and safety. 

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
FRIDAY

https://mcc.org/stories/land-bible
https://mcc.org/learn/where/middle-east/palestine-israel/faq
https://mcc.org/learn/where/middle-east/palestine-israel/faq
https://mcc.org/learn/where/middle-east/palestine-israel/faq
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WE DO THE POSSIBLE 
Read Romans 12:9–21
“If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” 
(ROMANS 12:18)

—Mama Gladys, South Sudan Council of Churches regional facilitator for Equatoria Region, , 
based on an unpublished reflection submitted to MCC.

By its very nature, the church is a 
peacemaker; it is who we are, not just a 
project that we do. 

I myself was born in and during war. I became 
a mother and now a grandmother in this 
terrible war situation. Enough is enough.

We are all children of God and followers of 
Jesus Christ entitled to be peaceful as our 
Almighty God is the God of peace. As a South 
Sudan Council of Churches (SSCC) regional 
facilitator, I thank God that I am part of the 
process to make our people peacebuilders in 
this country, so that we can see our children 
going to school, our mothers delivering in 
a safe and sustainable health centre, and 
farmers going to their garden to cultivate. 

SSCC is an ecumenical body of seven member 
churches and associate churches with a 
strong legacy of peacebuilding. With MCC’s 
help, SSCC supports community dialogues 
which help communities understand the 
root causes of conflicts, acknowledge the 
abuses perpetrated by community members 
against each other, facilitate healing and 
reconciliation, negotiate formal commitments 
for durable peaceful cohabitation, and work 
towards individual and community-based 
recovery.

In our work, we are driven by the Word of God, 
through Paul’s letter to the people of Rome: 
“Do everything possible on your part to live in 
peace with everybody.” 

Peace is more than just the absence of war, 
and we commit ourselves to this long-term 
process. Our people have suffered enough. 

Experience: Pray Romans 12:9b as a breath 
prayer. On your next exhale, say in your head, 
“Hate what is evil,” and as you inhale, think, 
“Cling to what is good.” Repeat several times, 
breathing deeply. When you feel anxious or 
frustrated today, stop where you are and 
breathe this prayer.

Respond: Think of someone who irritates you. 
Ask God to show you one thing about them 
that God loves. Is there a small act of kindness 
toward them that feels possible? 

Receive: God, show us what is possible with 
your help.  

DEVOTIONAL GUIDE
SATURDAY
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

MCC RESOURCES 

• The winter 2018 issue of A Common Place featuring stories on non-violence and 
inter-religious peacebuilding: https://mcccanada.ca/stories/acp/winter-2018. 

• “Finding Alternatives to Coca in Colombia” In Colombia’s Chocó region,  
MCC and the Mennonite Brethren Church help farmers find legal, sustainable  
and peaceful alternatives to growing coca for cocaine. By Emily Loewen  
https://mcccanada.ca/centennial/100-stories/finding-alternatives-coca-colombia. 

• “A journey of bold listening: The director of the Peace & Justice Office of  
MCC Canada reflects on advocacy as part of her Anabaptist faith.”  
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/journey-bold-listening

• “Learning to lead through relationship” Developing leadership skills that mirror 
Anabaptist values of service grounded in listening and learning by Marla Pierson 
Lester https://mcc.org/stories/learning-lead-through-relationship 

• Be It Resolved: Anabaptists and Partner Coalitions Advocate for Indigenous Justice, 
Edited by Steve Heinrichs; Esther Epp-Tiessen  
https://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/82/23205 

RESOURCES ON PEACEBUILDING 

• The 2017 CBC Massey Lecture series “In Search of a Better World: A Human Rights 
Odyssey” by Payam Akhavan. Available online through CBC https://www.cbc.ca/
radio/ideas/the-2017-cbc-massey-lectures-in-search-of-a-better-world-1.4222812 

• See No Stranger: A Memoir and Manifesto of Revolutionary Love by Valarie Kaur 

• Articles from the United States Institute of Peace 

 »  “Four Takeaways on the Intersection of Nonviolent Action and Peace Processes”  
By Jonathan Pinckney; Miranda Rivers; Tabatha Thompson; Adam Gallagher 
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/05/four-takeaways-intersection-
nonviolent-action-and-peace-processes

 »  “Can Civil Resistance Breakthroughs Advance Democracy?”  
By Jonathan Pinckney 
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/04/can-civil-resistance-breakthroughs-
advance-democracy

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/acp/winter-2018
https://mcccanada.ca/centennial/100-stories/finding-alternatives-coca-colombia
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/journey-bold-listening
https://mcc.org/stories/learning-lead-through-relationship
https://www.commonword.ca/ResourceView/82/23205
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/the-2017-cbc-massey-lectures-in-search-of-a-better-world-1.4222812
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/the-2017-cbc-massey-lectures-in-search-of-a-better-world-1.4222812
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/05/four-takeaways-intersection-nonviolent-action-and-peace-processes
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/05/four-takeaways-intersection-nonviolent-action-and-peace-processes
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/04/can-civil-resistance-breakthroughs-advance-democracy
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/04/can-civil-resistance-breakthroughs-advance-democracy
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 »  “2021 Will See More Global Protest: Can It Remain Peaceful?”  
By Jonathan Pinckney; Emmanuel Davalillo Hidalgo 
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/01/2021-will-see-more-global-
protest-can-it-remain-peaceful

 »  Jonathan Pinckney on “Social Movements and Coronavirus”, (Audio clip) 
https://www.usip.org/publications/2020/04/jonathan-pinckney-social-
movements-and-coronavirus 

• “ He did not believe in giving up”: Remembering a friendship with  
John Lewis article on Vox.com by Fabiola Cineas. 
https://www.vox.com/2020/7/27/21336268/john-lewis-bernard-
lafayette-civil-rights-leaders 

• “Imagining the nonviolent state” article on Vox.com by Ezra Klein. 
https://www.vox.com/2020/6/17/21279950/nonviolence-king-gandhi-
protesters-rioters-george-floyd

• Articles from Peace Science Digest 

 »  The 2017 issue on nonviolent resistance. 
 https://peacesciencedigest.org/special-issue-nonviolent-resistance/

 »  “Nonviolent Movements for Social Change Considered More Moral  
and Supportable” 
https://peacesciencedigest.org/nonviolent-movements-for-social-
change-considered-more-moral-and-supportable/?highlight=nonviolen
ce%20

 »  “Aggressive Governance, Not Religion Influences the Choice Between  
Violence and Nonviolence” by Patrick Hiller 
https://peacesciencedigest.org/aggressive-governance-not-religion-
influences-the-choice-between-violence-and-nonviolence/?highlight=n
onviolence%20

 »  “Contagious Nonviolence” by Patrick Hiller  
https://peacesciencedigest.org/contagious-nonviolence/?highlight=no
nviolence%20

 »  “U.S. Textbook Representations of Nonviolent Resistance During  
the Abolition Movement.”  
https://peacesciencedigest.org/u-s-textbook-representations-
nonviolent-resistance-abolition-movement/?highlight=nonviolen
ce%20 

https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/01/2021-will-see-more-global-protest-can-it-remain-peaceful
https://www.usip.org/publications/2021/01/2021-will-see-more-global-protest-can-it-remain-peaceful
https://www.usip.org/publications/2020/04/jonathan-pinckney-social-movements-and-coronavirus
https://www.usip.org/publications/2020/04/jonathan-pinckney-social-movements-and-coronavirus
https://www.vox.com/2020/7/27/21336268/john-lewis-bernard-lafayette-civil-rights-leaders
https://www.vox.com/2020/7/27/21336268/john-lewis-bernard-lafayette-civil-rights-leaders
https://www.vox.com/2020/6/17/21279950/nonviolence-king-gandhi-protesters-rioters-george-floyd
https://www.vox.com/2020/6/17/21279950/nonviolence-king-gandhi-protesters-rioters-george-floyd
https://peacesciencedigest.org/special-issue-nonviolent-resistance/
https://peacesciencedigest.org/nonviolent-movements-for-social-change-considered-more-moral-and-supp
https://peacesciencedigest.org/nonviolent-movements-for-social-change-considered-more-moral-and-supp
https://peacesciencedigest.org/nonviolent-movements-for-social-change-considered-more-moral-and-supp
https://peacesciencedigest.org/aggressive-governance-not-religion-influences-the-choice-between-viol
https://peacesciencedigest.org/aggressive-governance-not-religion-influences-the-choice-between-viol
https://peacesciencedigest.org/aggressive-governance-not-religion-influences-the-choice-between-viol
https://peacesciencedigest.org/contagious-nonviolence/?highlight=nonviolence%20
https://peacesciencedigest.org/contagious-nonviolence/?highlight=nonviolence%20
https://peacesciencedigest.org/u-s-textbook-representations-nonviolent-resistance-abolition-movement
https://peacesciencedigest.org/u-s-textbook-representations-nonviolent-resistance-abolition-movement
https://peacesciencedigest.org/u-s-textbook-representations-nonviolent-resistance-abolition-movement
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RESOURCES ABOUT THE COUNTRIES FEATURED IN THIS PACKET 

Korea
38: a music video lamenting the division of North and South Korea. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NN656XOdkyQ&feature=youtu.be

Palestine
“The Christian family refusing to give up its Bethlehem hill farm”  
by Daniel Silas Adamson 
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-27883685

Prince of Peace music video by Of Dirt and Grace, Hillsong United 
https://bethbc.edu/blog/2016/10/20/hillsong-united-features-palestinian-christians-in-
music-video/

Colombia
“Colombian Mennonites report violence, call for solidarity” by Will Braun
https://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/colombian-mennonites-report-violence-
call-solidarity

South Sudan
“South Sudan’s rival leaders form coalition government” by Associated Press 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/south-sudan-1.5472611
Source of the statistics in the introduction

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NN656XOdkyQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-27883685
https://bethbc.edu/blog/2016/10/20/hillsong-united-features-palestinian-christians-in-music-video/
https://bethbc.edu/blog/2016/10/20/hillsong-united-features-palestinian-christians-in-music-video/
https://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/colombian-mennonites-report-violence-call-solidarity
https://www.canadianmennonite.org/stories/colombian-mennonites-report-violence-call-solidarity
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/south-sudan-1.5472611
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FIRST PERSON: MARTHA INES CORTES BIOJÓ

May 3, 2021

Read this story online.  
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/first-person-martha-ines-cortes-biojo 
 
By Martha Ines Cortes Biojó, as told to Annalee Giesbrecht

Martha Ines Cortes Biojó, director of MCC partner Edupaz, speaks to a group, including MCC human 
resources staff and Edupaz staff, in Cali, Colombia, in February 2020. MCC photo/Kristin Cato

My name is Martha Ines Cortes Biojó. My roots are African and that last name, Biojó, 
comes from a man who fought to liberate his brothers and sisters during the age of 
slavery in Colombia. I’ve always been someone who defends justice and fights for others. 
I don’t mean fighting with weapons or anything, but fighting in a good way: to defend 
people’s rights, to defend others against abuse.

It’s something I learned when I was growing up. I come from a big family. There were 
eight of us kids, four boys and four girls, and we were a normal family — there were a lot 
of arguments and of course sometimes we behaved really badly! But we had to learn to 
do the right thing so we could get along with everyone else in our home.

I spent 13 years working as a missionary in other parts of the country. I saw the conflict 
between the guerillas and the paramilitaries. I saw how families were being extorted,  
I saw armed confrontations. You would go to sleep and when you woke up in the morning 
there would be bodies in the street.

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/first-person-martha-ines-cortes-biojo
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When I felt like it was time to return to Cali, my hometown, I went back to the 
Mennonite Brethren church I had attended from the time I was young. I began as a 
volunteer with Edupaz, a church ministry whose name combines the Spanish words 
for education and peace. In 2004 the church asked me to be a provisional pastor while 
they looked for someone more permanent. 

In 2012, Edupaz was looking for a director and called me up. For a while I was both a 
pastor and the director of Edupaz, but eventually I decided I needed to do either one 
job or the other.

One of Edupaz’s key programs is working with schools. We train students, teachers 
and parents on peace and conflict resolution, then observe how schools are 
implementing the program themselves.

When you educate for peace, you can educate people to think in a different way,  
to think more about humanity, society and a better world.

It’s important to work in schools because students bring their problems with them into 
the classroom. You might have two students, for example, who are part of rival gangs, 
and then, just like that, it’s war.

With these students, we want them to understand that, despite the conflict, they’re  
still good people, and that they have leadership skills that they could use to be agents 
of peace instead.

“When you educate for peace, you can educate people  
to think in a different way, to think more about humanity, 
society and a better world.” 
- MARTHA INES CORTES BIOJÓ 

So we do workshops where we encourage students to reflect on their self-esteem 
and self-image, and later share their findings with the group. They work together 
to evaluate what they’ve learned and identify opportunities to put it into practice 
and share it with others. That helps them feel useful, capable and in charge of their 
relationships.

Then, we might ask them to work together to choose some kind of symbol to remind 
them that they’re at peace. What that symbol is depends on the students. Some 
students have drawn up a peace agreement that they all sign, others have planted 
trees around the school to mark it off as peaceful territory.
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We also work with the teachers. They look at their teaching manuals and find the 
approach to dealing with troublesome students is just punishment. We offer courses in 
peacebuilding for these teachers, and we help teachers and administrators evaluate their 
manuals and come up with tools, like games, that can be used instead of punishment.

We do workshops with parents to encourage healthy relationships at home and may 
provide counseling or other accompaniment.

I remember one day a student’s mom showed up at the school asking what we were 
teaching her son. He’d had a lot of problems, and no other school would accept him.  
As soon as she showed up, I was thinking, “Oh no, what did he do?”

“Do you know what my kid said to me?” she asked. “He said it takes two people to fight, 
and that he had decided he wasn’t going to fight with me anymore. So, please, tell me 
what you’re teaching my son, because I want to learn it too, I want to share it with the 
other moms.”

Wow, right? These young people aren’t just building peace at school, they’re building 
peace at home. They’re building peace in their neighborhoods. That’s what we call a 
culture of peace — where everyone is on the same page about respect and nonviolence. 
That’s education.
 

Martha Ines Cortes Biojó, Director of MCC partner Edupaz, leads a meeting at Edupaz’s office in Cali, 
Colombia. (MCC photo/Colin Vandenberg)
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Edupaz has been doing this for 22 years, changing and perfecting our approach  
every year. It’s a whole process — it’s not like we just do a couple of workshops.  
We’re in these schools for years, we’re there every week, every two weeks,  
monitoring and analyzing the process.

Sometimes people wonder why we bother doing this work. After all, the situation in 
Colombia is still very bad, even after the peace accords. Young people and social 
leaders are being killed every day.

“These young people aren’t just building peace at school, 
they’re building peace at home. They’re building peace  
in their neighborhoods.”  
- MARTHA INES CORTES BIOJÓ  

But over these 22 years, we’ve seen that peace education has been worth the effort.

These days, when someone is killed, young people know it’s not okay, and they take 
to the streets to defend their right to life. That didn’t happen before. We can see 
that’s it been worth it to invest our resources in young people, because the culture 
of resignation to armed conflict has changed. Education is helping us build a better 
future where, instead of taking up arms, young people take a stand for peace.

Martha Ines Cortes Biojó is director of Edupaz, an MCC partner organization in  
Cali, Colombia.
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REFUSING TO BE ENEMIES
A story of one Palestinian Christian family

September 7, 2017

Go to https://mcccanada.ca/stories/refusing-be-enemies to see a video and head 
audio from the interview with Amal. 
 
By Emily Loewen

Amal Nassar stands on the hilltop farm where her family has lived for more than 100 years. 
(MCC photo/Meghan Mast) 

In the Christmas story of the Bible, shepherds living in the hills of the Holy Land 
receive word of Christ’s birth from the angels. They travel to see the baby and then go 
out to share the good news.

Early in the morning of May 19, 2014, in the hills outside Bethlehem, a shepherd was 
responsible for delivering different, more terrible news. It was 2 a.m. when the Nassar 
family received a phone call telling them Israeli soldiers were in a valley on their farm 
cutting down apple, almond and fig trees. The family raced down and watched as 
1,500 trees in their orchards, nearly ready to be harvested, were bulldozed.  

The Nassar family are Palestinians who have lived on this hilltop farm for more than 
100 years. Amal Nassar remembers growing up on the farm, living in caves instead 

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/refusing-be-enemies
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of houses to preserve the natural environment and nurture their relationship with the 
land. “I grew up in a family who were all farmers and a family who loved the land,” she 
says. “My father was always talking to us about how important the land is for us, it’s 
like a mother.”

It was her father who also helped instill a strong Christian faith in Amal and her eight 
siblings, a faith that guides their response to the destruction of the land they hold so 
dear. Her response to the bulldozed trees: “I say as Christians we believe we don’t want 
to pay evil with evil, but evil with good.”

Faith is part of what keeps the family on the land despite the many challenges they’ve 
faced. Faith is why they invite international volunteers and visitors to experience life 
on their farm. And faith is what leads the family to keep their constant refrain of “We 
refuse to be enemies.”

Life in Area C 
The Nassars’ farm is in the West Bank, in what’s known as Area C. The West Bank 
came under Israeli military occupation after the 1967 Six Day War. The division of land 
under the Oslo II peace accord between Palestinians and Israelis, made in 1995, was 
intended to give Palestinians in the West Bank some powers and responsibilities in 
parts of the West Bank until future negotiations for greater autonomy. 

Oslo II divided the West Bank into three different categories: Area A is completely 
under control of the Palestinian authority and makes up 18 per cent; Area B, making 
up 22 per cent, is controlled by Palestinian civil authorities as well as the Israeli 
military; and Area C, the remaining 60 per cent, is under complete Israeli control. This 
division was intended to be temporary until an agreement was reached on issues like 
settlements, water, refugees, Jerusalem and the final borders of a Palestinian state. 
Those negotiations have failed and the arrangement continues today.

Living as a Palestinian in Area C comes with special challenges. In order to build 
any structures on their land Palestinians need an Israeli permit, which is nearly 
impossible to obtain. Between 2010 and 2014 only 1.5 per cent of Palestinian permits 
were approved. The Nassar family cannot get running water so they’ve built cisterns 
to collect rainfall. But because they don’t have permits, they’ve received orders of 
demolition for the cisterns.

 “We are to accept each other, respect each other’s 
background, culture and religion.” 
– AMAL NASSAR
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Living in Area C also means the Nassars are surrounded by a cluster of five Israeli 
settlements, known as Gush Etzion. Settlements are illegal colonies established by 
Israel in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. For decades, the Nassar family cultivated 
the farm in peace, looking between the hills to watch sunsets over the Mediterranean. 
But then in the 1980s, settlements started to go up around them.

In 1991, the Israeli government declared their farm to be state land, and there were 
plans to expand Gush Etzion onto the Nassars’ property. The family hired a lawyer and 
took the case to court. It’s still unresolved. When the 1,500 trees were flattened in 
2014, it was because the government says they were planted on state land.

A similar thing happened back in 2002 when people from the settlements wanted to 
build a road through the Nassar farm. The family stood in front of bulldozers for two 
weeks to stop construction. They called the Israeli police, who said the settlers needed 
to go to court and make a land claim. But before leaving, the settlers uprooted 250 
olive trees and blocked the road to the farm with rubble that remains to this day.

As a Christian and a farmer, Amal has a hard time understanding the destruction of 
their orchards. “This is against all religion. Where it’s written in Deuteronomy Chapter 
20 verse 19, wherever you go and occupy a country, never ever cut their trees, 
especially the fruitful ones,” she says.

Then, too, their faith led them not to violence but to rebuild on their land, repaying 
evil with good. In the eyes of a farming family, what could do more good than planting 
orchards? 
 
Adding to the urge to re-plant was a law that says when land isn’t used for three 
consecutive years it automatically becomes Israeli state land. And so the family knew  
it was urgent to put the land back into use.
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A meeting place
Amal’s grandfather bought the farm in 1916, at the time when Palestine was under 
control of the Ottoman Empire. In 1924, after the area was under British control,  
he registered the property and received deeds specifying their ownership and the 
borders of the land. 

Amal’s father, Bishara (“Gospel”) Nassar, always dreamed of the family farm being 
a meeting place between people of different cultures and religions. A place where 
building relationships could be a first step to peace. Though he died in 1976, the  
family made that dream a reality, opening the “Tent of Nations” centre in 2000.  
They host international volunteers who help with farming, run summer camps for 
children in nearby communities and share their experience with groups who come  
for tours. At the entrance is a rock with a passage from Psalm 133 painted on it: 

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! …  
For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.” 

The passage is intentionally written in Hebrew so it can be understood by Israeli 
neighbours as well as the soldiers who come to their land with demolition orders, 
bulldozers and guns. “In spite of all these difficulties, the violent action we receive  
and physical attacks and the pressure we receive from the other side, from the  
Israelis; still we say we have to follow the footsteps of Christ. We have to love  
our enemy. We refuse to be enemies, says Amal.”
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That last phrase, “we refuse to be enemies,” is painted on another rock at the 
entrance to the Nassar farm. It encompasses their personal response to the conflict 
and their dreams for the Tent of Nations: helping people live together. “We have a role 
to do on this piece of land,” Amal says. “To give education about accepting and about 
dealing with each other as a human beings. We are to accept each other, respect 
each other’s background, culture and religion.” They believe building relationships 
and understanding is the first step towards peace in the land.

A call to Christians 
In the absence of peace, many Christians in Palestine have moved abroad, searching 
for a more secure future. That has never been an option for Amal. “This is my home, 
our roots are in this land,” she says. “We go forward and continue to work here until 
the end. We believe always that injustice will never stay forever. … We are praying 
and waiting for the Son of Justice to rise up.”

Though their Christian faith inspires their work, and though they live in the birthplace 
of Christianity, they don’t always feel connected to their Christian community around 
the world. Amal says international Christians are ignoring challenges her family 
faces daily. “Sometimes we feel that we are alone,” she says. “Christians, they have a 
responsibility towards their brothers and sisters in Christ, to stop the injustice.” In her 
opinion, you can’t call yourself a Christian if you’re not willing to put your faith into 
action and try to create justice.

To continue on that path, Amal says her family depends on three things: faith, hope 
and love. And with her name, Amal, meaning hope, her own life is a reminder of that.

“My father called me Amal on purpose to keep hope alive because he always says, 
since he was a young boy, always there’s conflict here in Palestine -Israel and always 
he believed that, never give up hope, to keep hope alive.”

In May 2021, there was a large fire at the Tent of Nations farm, destroying many of 
their trees. They hope to replant them again. To follow updates from the farm check 
out their blog.  http://www.tentofnations.org/blog/ 

“We say we have to follow the footsteps of Christ.  
We have to love our enemy. We refuse to be enemies.” 
– AMAL NASSAR 
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MCC WELCOMES NORTH KOREANS TO MANITOBA
Building relationships with families and farmers 

November 6, 2018

Read this story online. 
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/mcc-welcomes-north-koreans-manitoba 

By Julie Bell 

 

Rene McFarlane and her one year old son, Lane, meet Mr. An Hui Jun, a member of the delegation 
from the Democratic People’s Republic Korea (DPRK), which visited Manitoba in July 2018.  
(MCC photo/Colin Vandenberg)

In those first few minutes after arriving at Syl’s Restaurant in Carman, members of 
the delegation from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK, also known 
as North Korea) sit at the edge of the outdoor eating area. Then they see local 
resident Rene McFarlane at a picnic table with her son, Lane. The North Koreans 
move toward McFarlane and with the help of a translator, a conversation about 
families in both countries begins.

Chris Rice, MCC’s representative for Northeast Asia, calls this opportunity to build 
relationships person-to-person “a gift on the pathway to peace.”

“It may be the only place in the world that day where a Canadian and a North Korean 
engaged one another in this way, talking family to family,” Rice says. “In this way, 
small but powerful seeds of hope are planted.”

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/mcc-welcomes-north-koreans-manitoba
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The delegation was one of two that came to Manitoba in the summer of 2018. Hosted by 
MCC, the delegations focused on learning about agricultural research and farm practices 
in the province.

In June, officials from the Korean Canadian Cooperation Agency visited a University of 
Manitoba agricultural research station and a local farm.

Ambassador Ri Yong Phil from the DPRK Mission to the UN in New York was part of the 
delegation. He says there are similarities in climate between the province and North 
Korea, but there are also significant differences.
“We have limited arable land and we cannot leave it vacant. We have no option but to 
plant corn and rice,” he says. “So, we can learn about conservation agriculture in Canada 
and about ways of co-operating between countries.”
 

A delegation from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) discusses machinery used to 
weed crops at a research farm in Carman, Manitoba with a research technician from the farm.  
(MCC photo/Colin Vandenberg)

The second delegation in July, mostly agricultural scientists from DPRK, was led by Mr. 
Kim Sang Il, who specializes in genetics, crop breeding and crop management. The 
delegation spent time with several agricultural scientists and visited a large organic 
commercial farm. Kim says North Korea and Manitoba have some common farming 
practices, but the age of their soils is very different.



MCC  |  PEACE SUNDAY PACKET  |  2021  |  53

“Manitoba has younger soil, more humus content. It hasn’t been in production as long,” 
he says. “In DPRK we have farmed for several thousand years and our soil is degraded. 
We are very much concerned with this.”

 “We can imagine that the way things are right now is not  
the way it has to be in the future.” 
– CHRIS RICE 

Kim say that’s why North Korean scientists are interested in how Manitobans restore  
and nourish farmland.

“Science is our common language, a universal language,” he says.  “After we go back 
to DPRK we will work out a plan and implement it. And now that we know Canadian 
scientists, we can talk to them about it.”

After 70 years of isolation and historical tension between the DPRK and the U.S., 
Rice says that people in the U.S. and North Koreans are “profoundly misinformed 
about each other.” MCC hopes to change that by giving people the space to build 
relationships person-to-person. While that’s not currently possible in the U.S., it can 
happen in Canada.

“It’s seeking change through contact,” Rice says. “In exposing multiple stories about 
North Koreans and in North Koreans relating to others, we can imagine that the way 
things are right now is not the way it has to be in the future.”
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