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Diverse Paths
An exploration of 
Low German-speaking Mennonite experiences
This conference brings together members of Low German-speaking communities and those who work within these communities, including service providers, educators and academics from across Ontario and beyond, to learn with and from each other. 
April 30, 2021 - Conrad Grebel University College, 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

This conference explores the diverse histories and present-day lives of Low German-speaking Mennonites in Ontario. Also referred to as Dietsche (translated as ‘German’), these are people of European descent who migrated from Canada to Mexico, Central, and South America, and back to Canada throughout the twentieth century and continuing today. They value a traditional agricultural vocation and lifestyle, may not identify as Mennonite but participate in a variety of faith communities, speak Low German, and self-identify as Low German or Dietsche.
Throughout the gathering participants will explore their own experience, knowledge and values related to various topical discussions. The goal of the gathering is to develop understanding and practices towards greater inclusion and welcome of Low German-speaking Mennonites in their communities and in Ontario society more broadly.
Organizers encourage sessions that facilitate learning and sharing across diverse experiences. First time and experienced presenters are welcome to submit proposals in the following categories:
Individual Presentations: 15-minute presentations on topics relevant to the conference. Organizers will arrange these presentations into thematic sessions.
Panels: Moderated discussions with several participants sharing their experiences and perspectives on a topic relevant to the conference.  Time frame: 60-90 minutes in length
Workshops: Interactive sessions that emphasize networking, conversation or training on a topic relevant to the conference.  Time frame: 45-60 minutes in length
Demonstrations: Informal and interactive sessions that highlight sharing of skills, including food related, handiwork/tailoring, carpentry/metal products, traditional home and agricultural practices from the Low German-speaking communities.   
Artistic contributions: Presentations of visual, literary and performing arts on themes relevant to the conference.   
Posters & Multi-media: Do you have interesting practices or research you would like to share but do not wish to present to a large audience? This format allows you to present your ideas visually and informally to visitors at your display. 
Remote presentations: Remote presentations are one-hour sessions broadcast to a live audience at the conference. The presenter will be at a remote location (not at the conference) and must be comfortable with this style of presenting. Remote presenters are required to have: a computer with a camera, a headset with a microphone and excellent internet access.
Topics/themes might include (this list provides examples and is not exhaustive):
· Migrations and their effects
· Family and religious/cultural life
· Entrepreneurship and other livelihoods
· Manufacturing enterprises
· Agriculture
· Culinary arts
· Health and medical issues
· Education and schools
· Language and Culture interpretation 
· Transnational identities
· Promising practices in working with the Low German-speaking population across sectors
Who can submit:  
Members of Low German-speaking communities and those who work with members of Low German-speaking communities, including service providers, educators and academics from across Ontario and beyond.

How to submit:
Please submit the application form to: WendyMartin@mcco.ca
Deadline for submissions: September 20, 2020
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 Logistics:
Conrad Grebel University College is located one hour from Canada’s largest airport, Toronto Pearson International, and is accessible by car, train and bus. Limited accommodation is available at the College and on the University of Waterloo campus. Information regarding travel, accommodation and registration will be on the conference website at a future date.
Funding
Some limited funding support may be available for participants. Individuals whose proposals are included on the program are encouraged to seek support from their church, community, or institutional constituencies. Information about financial support will be forthcoming.
 

 


Application Form
First Presenter Information:
First Name: Click or tap here to enter text.	Last Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
	
Place of Employment: Click or tap here to enter text.

Position: Click or tap here to enter text.

Telephone: Click or tap here to enter text.

Email Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Second Presenter and additional presenter Information:    If more than two people will be participating within any of the options, please expand this section so that everyone is included.  
First Name: Click or tap here to enter text.	Last Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
	
Place of Employment: Click or tap here to enter text.

Position: Click or tap here to enter text.

Telephone: Click or tap here to enter text.

Email Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Please include a short biography about the presenter(s) (150 words):
Click or tap here to enter text.
 
 

Type of Presentation: 
	☐Individual Presentation
	☐Panel

	☐Workshop
	☐Artistic Contribution

	☐Poster and/or Multimedia
	☐Demonstration

	☐Remote Presentation
	


 
Title of Presentation:  Click or tap here to enter text.
 
Workshop Description (maximum of 250 words):
Click or tap here to enter text.
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