
 

January 5, 2022 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

On behalf of Mennonite Central Committee Canada, I congratulate you on your recent re-election and 

congratulations also to your newly appointed cabinet. I offer you our prayers as you continue to govern. 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) looks forward to working with you and your team into this new 

session of Parliament. As a worldwide ministry of Anabaptist Christian churches, MCC works to share God’s 

love and compassion in the name of Christ by responding to basic needs and working for peace and justice, in 

Canada and around the world. Our faith calls us to imagine and work for a world where all can live at peace 

with God, with one another, and with creation.  

As we move into the 44th session of Parliament, we recognize the significant global challenges that lie ahead 

for all of us, and especially the most vulnerable.  Over the span of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have seen 

communities of faith responding in extraordinary ways through the sharing of time, resources, and creativity 

to support their neighbours, at home and around the world.  We consider these actions to be a mandate to the 

Canadian government to strengthen your global response. Below, we outline some of our key concerns:  

End the COVID-19 pandemic 

COVID-19 continues to exacerbate and illuminate already existing global challenges including inequality and 

conflict. To fully address any of these issues, we must end the pandemic.  We are grateful for the Canadian 

government’s support for widespread COVID-19 vaccinations in Canada, yet according to Our World in Data 

only 7.1% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose of a COVID-19, compared to 

over 80% of Canadians.  

As a global community we have the technology and expertise to bring the vaccine to all parts of the world. We 

call on the Canadian government to play a leadership role in the creation and support of a comprehensive 

global plan to end the pandemic everywhere, for everyone, through direct vaccine donations, support for the 

TRIPS waivers, and strengthening health systems. 

Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change: Caring for others and the world around us 

We are all impacted by a changing climate. Climate change is causing increased food insecurity, reduced 

income, and an increased need to migrate to find employment or flee natural disasters. These changes affect 

families around the world, especially the most vulnerable, including women and girls.   

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/climate-change-migration-video
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/we-dont-have-stop-just-because-someone-says-no-0
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/we-dont-have-stop-just-because-someone-says-no-0


Canada is one of the world’s largest per capita greenhouse gas (GHG) emitters. We are responsible to actively 

support countries with historically lower GHG emissions that are disproportionately impacted by climate 

change today.  To meet Paris Agreement targets, we have committed to reducing emissions by 40-45% below 

2005 levels by 2030. However, we can do even better. To meet our fair global share, we need to reduce our 

emissions by up to 60%. 

Canada can also do more to support those who are already impacted by a changing climate by funding more 

adaptation that upholds the participation and leadership of women and girls. This is in line with our Feminist 

International Assistance Policy. Currently, very little of Canada’s climate financing supports gender equity-

specific projects.  

Indigenous peoples: lamenting the past and moving forward toward justice and reconciliation 

The Canadian government and Canadians across the country are grappling with the recovery of graves at 

former Indian Residential Schools (IRS) and the anticipation of further discoveries. We ask the government to 

do all it can to support the investigations and discovery of missing children and these graves, pursuant to 

Recommendations 71-76 of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action.  MCC, as an 

organization of Anabaptist churches, joins you in deeply reflecting on this trauma, our role, and our 

responsibilities to move forward in justice and reconciliation.  

We encourage the Canadian government to pursue meaningful consultation with Indigenous communities and 

nations across Canada as implementation of Bill C-15 begins to ensure that diverse voices and concerns are 

heard. We name the profound connections between the trauma of the IRS experience and the current realities 

of Indigenous children being in foster care across the nation today, the continuing violence against Indigenous 

women and girls, as well as so many other Indigenous justice concerns across the country: fisheries, pipelines, 

logging rights, clean water. These are all issues where meaningful consultation with affected Indigenous 

nations is essential to ensure that reconciliation can take place in a good way.  

Restorative Justice: Bringing healing to our communities 

MCC believes that walking alongside victims of violence and abuse requires us to listen to their voices and 

work to reduce and remove barriers to justice, especially for victims of sexual violence or abuse. MCC equally 

believes in addressing the root causes of violence in our society, through supporting violence prevention 

initiatives and programs for those who have caused harm. One way is through the implementation of Bill C-

228, an Act to develop a federal framework to reduce recidivism. We look forward to supporting the 

government in this development.  

Migration: Welcoming Newcomers and Addressing the Root Causes of Forced Displacement 

MCC welcomes the anticipated return of the Blended Visa Office-Referred Program (BVOR) program and 

encourages the government to continue focusing on the growing backlog of refugees. This includes children 

who are waiting to be reunited with their parents or guardians. We also encourage the Canadian government 

to adopt a comprehensive forced migration outlook, where in addition to the important work of refugee 

resettlement, the government invests in addressing the root causes of forced migration, including conflict 

prevention, and climate change. 

We are encouraged that the government has committed to resettle 40,000 Afghans to Canada by the end of 

2023. This is one important response in our ongoing effort to help the people of Afghanistan that have been 

experiencing conflict for decades. Resettlement, however, is not a substitute for dealing with the 

environmental and economic challenges that Afghanistan faces and must be accompanied by a commitment to 

working for long term peace. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-indicators/global-greenhouse-gas-emissions.html
https://climateactionnetwork.ca/2019/12/02/canadas-fair-share-towards-limiting-global-warming-to-1-5c/
https://climateactionnetwork.ca/2019/12/02/canadas-fair-share-towards-limiting-global-warming-to-1-5c/
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/08/27/opinion/canada-says-its-international-climate-actions-support-women-do-they
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/08/27/opinion/canada-says-its-international-climate-actions-support-women-do-they


Integrated Peacebuilding: From the ground, up 

Peacebuilding includes a diverse set of actions that proactively seek to both understand and respond to the 

local social, political and economic context in order: to do no further harm; address the roots of conflict, 

including the root causes of forced migration; and build toward sustainable peace. MCC encourages the 

Canadian government to invest more international assistance efforts and funds to local peacebuilding 

initiatives, both as an alternative to military missions, and as an essential component of development and 

humanitarian programs. 

Palestine and Israel: Supporting a Just Peace 

MCC’s local partners in Palestine and Israel regularly raise concerns about the daily experiences of violations 

of international law they experience and ask us to act.  Canadian government policy regularly expresses its 

commitments to upholding international law. However, in Palestine and Israel, these continued violations 

directly impact any realistic prospects for a just peace for all. MCC believes Canada can speak strongly and 

consistently in international forums and ensure that our actions are consistent with our stated values, 

including in our trade and other engagement in the region. 

Impacts and Responsibilities of Canadian Companies Operating Abroad 

MCC is thankful for the Canadian government’s initiative to create the Canadian Ombudsperson for 

Responsible Enterprise (CORE). However, the scope of the CORE is limited without the independence and 

investigative powers needed to compel documents and testimony. In addition, there are no clear laws and 

regulations, beyond voluntary measures, to hold Canadian companies operating abroad to account to human 

rights standards, nor is there access to Canadian courts for communities outside of Canada who are impacted 

by these companies. We encourage the government to take measures to equip the CORE with the necessary 

powers, and open access to Canadian courts.  Finally, we ask the government to develop legislation that 

supports due diligence and accountability for Canadian companies, and their supply chains, operating abroad. 

At MCC, we recognize the immense responsibilities facing the Canadian government. We are eager to work 

with the government in any or all these spaces. We offer you our prayers as you and your Cabinet work for 

the good of the Canadian public and the world. 

Sincerely, 

 
Rick Cober Bauman 

MCC Canada Executive Director 
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Deputy Prime Minister/Vice-première ministre: Chrystia Freeland 

Minister of Foreign Affairs/Ministre des Affaires étrangères: Mélanie Joly 

Minister of International Development/Ministre du Développement international: Harjit S. Sajjan 

Minister of National Defence/Ministre de la Défense nationale: Anita Anand 

Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship/Ministre de l’Immigration, des Réfugiés et de la 

Citoyenneté: Sean Fraser 

Minister of Public Safety/Ministre de la Sécurité publique: Marco Mendicino 

Minister of Emergency Preparedness/Ministre de la Protection civile: Bill Blair 

Minister of Justice/Ministre de la Justice: David Lametti 



Minister of Environment and CC/Ministre de l’Environnement et du Changement climatique: Steven 

Guilbeault 

Minister of Crown Indigenous Relations/Ministre des Relations Couronne-Autochtones: Marc Miller 

Minister of Indigenous Services/Ministre des Services aux Autochtones: Patty Hajdu 

Minister of Natural Resources/Ministre des Ressources naturelles: Jonathan Wilkinson 

Minister of Northern Affairs/Ministre des Affaires du Nord: Dan Vandal 

Leader of the Conservative Party of Canada: Erin O’Toole 

Leader of the Bloc Québécois: Yves-François Blanchet 

Leader of the New Democratic Party: Jagmeet Singh 

Interim Leader of the Green Party: Amita Kuttner 


