
School Kit Information 
Notebooks and pencils are treasures for families who struggle to afford basic school 
supplies. School kits often are requested after disasters and help bring normalcy to 
children whose families have been forced to flee their homes. More than 106,000  
School kits were distributed last year . 

Contents (NEW items only) 
• Any combination of 4 spiral or perforated-pages notebooks (about 21.5 cm x 27 

cm) totaling 500–600 pages, 

• 8 new unsharpened pencils 

• 1 ruler (flat, good quality; must indicate 30 cm; inch markings optional) 

• 12 coloured pencils  

• 1 large eraser 

• 2 new black or blue ballpoint pens 

• 1 small all-metal pencil sharpener, one or two holes.  

School kit FAQs 

What types of notebooks should be used? Size?  

The notebooks should be about 21.5 cm x 27 cm (8.0” by 10.5”) with a coil binding or perfo-
rated sheets. The paper should be lined and the notebooks should be minimum of 80 pages 
(40 sheets). Our preferred notebook page count is 140 pages (70 sheets) but we do mix and 
match note-books at the warehouse. We ask that each kit comes in with 4 notebooks with 
page counts that total about 560 sheets. (Options would be 2x80, 2x200; 2x130, 2x140; 
1x300,3x80; 1x200, 2x140, 1x80) Also, please note that the US and Canada count pages 
differently – we count pages, they count sheets. Therefore, 80 pages=40 sheets, 140 pages 
=70 sheets, 200 pages=100 sheets.  

Can the packages of pencil crayons be 24’s? Why do the pencils have to be unsharpened 
but the pencil crayons sharpened?  

We take pencil crayons in packages of any quantity. The packages get sorted into groups of 
12 at the warehouse. Pencils usually come unsharpened, while pencil crayons usually come 
sharpened. We sharpen pencil crayons at the warehouse and sharpened pencils still get used.  

What happens to school kit donations that aren’t on the kit list?  

Any donations of school supplies that are not on the kit list (ie. Scissors, crayons, loose-leaf 
paper) are either packed up and sent as part of Teachers kits overseas, or are used in local 
distributions (for example, newcomers to Canada or children in shelter situations)  

On behalf of the thousands of other School kit recipients this year, thank 
you for your generosity!  

FAQs (continued…)    

What is meant by ‘all-metal’ pencil sharpener? Why those?  

Plastic case pencil sharpeners are not accepted because these are poor quality and 

do not last as long. All-metal sharpeners can be found online at Amazon.ca or in the 

art supply section of retail stores like Staples. If you cannot find all-metal sharpeners 

please pack the kits without them and we will add the sharpeners. This image shows 

a pencil sharpener with one hole. All-metal sharpeners with two holes are also          

accepted.  

 

 

Are there any other guidelines to be aware of?  

There are certain images that cannot be on notebooks, pencils, rulers. They are:  

• Camouflage patterns in any colour  

• Country flags or names of countries (notebooks that say “made in Canada or the US” are 
all right)  

• Images of guns, tanks, helicopters or any other military items  

• Images of pigs  

• Scary things, such as a skulls, crossbones, ghosts, skeletons, etc...  

Partners in Jordan, South Sudan, Syria, Ukraine, and Zambia all received 
School kits in the last year. The same countries with the addition of  
Ecuador are expected to receive School kits this year.  

In South Sudan, School 
kits are   distributed to  
Loreto Schools 
Rumbek to improve 
school attendance and 
enrollment. One of the 
students, Maker, says, 
“...we are so happy 
about the School kits 
and also the 
knowledge that there 

are some people who think and care about us. We say thank you.” 

Please feel free to contact me at the office at 403.275.6935 or by email at                              
lindadickinson@mccab.ca with any questions!  

https://www.amazon.ca/Frienda-Sharpeners-Aluminum-Handheld-Sharpener/dp/B07BGQZRY7/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1541532049&sr=8-1&keywords=48+metal+pencil+sharpeners

