Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Manitoba
2019/2020 Activity report
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Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ
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Sharing God's love in
times of crisis
“All this from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” (2
Corinthians 5:18).

It is a most extraordinary time in the world, when
pandemic prompts unprecedented caution around
social contact, and oppression in our world prompts
sadly precedented displacement and unrest among the
vulnerable in this world who cry out for justice, for
compassion, and for fellowship. So, we meet online in
response to the former, with prayer for the latter, those
who are made more vulnerable by the various ravages of
the day. We pray that God continues to reconcile us all to
himself and each other.
As an organization, MCCM entered FY2020 needing
to adjust to the reality of reduced revenue in the prior
year. Budgets were adjusted to be leaner, forcing difficult
choices in program and administrative operations.
Elimination of the Low German program interrupted
relationships with groups of people in Manitoba. Even
so, relationships with parts of Manitoba’s Low German
community experienced new connections with MCC’s
Abuse Response and Prevention program. Groups of
persons affected by violence ministered to each other and
to us. Leadership of Program and Finance departments
was shared between MCCM and MCC Saskatchewan.
These projects took advantage of retirements to pilot new
leadership structure. The model was abandoned within
the year in Program. However, Finance continues to be
shared into FY2021, having found traction in financial
management in the two provinces.

Four ways MCC
is responding to
COVID-19 globally:
1. Sustaining essential

health services in places like
displaced persons camps

2. Health promotion

and disease prevention
programming

3. Emergency food
assistance for the most atrisk groups of people

4. Peacebuilding by helping
people tackle the difficult
work of creating peace
dialogue in times of tension
and conflict

Once again MCCM board of directors provided
inspired oversight to the ministries, administrative and
strategic activities of MCCM. Their consistent pursuit
of the best outcomes for MCC in Manitoba, and in the
cohort of Canadian and international MCCs are marked
by support for innovative leadership, in formation and
re-formation of policy frameworks for all MCCs, in
leaning into MCC’s shared identity, demonstrating the
strengths of MCC Manitoba’s member church bodies.
The work of the board can be likened to a gardener,
repetitive in its seasons. So, the board contributed to
MCC-wide redrafting of policy on conflict of interest,
civil disobedience, and IT. Occasionally, new tasks
emerge, requiring special attention and new learning.
The board’s voice was integral in reframing HR policy
in Canadian MCCs, so that perspectives of member
churches, law and mission were sustained.
Great Winter Warm Up may be remembered as the
highlight of FY2020. This first – and now only – MCCwide centennial celebration event in 2020 was conceived
in Manitoba and shared across countries and continents.
Mission-minded volunteers across the province made and
donated a mountain of comforters, 3,200+ in total. More
than any other region in the world!
In all that took place in MCCM last year, thanks be to
God.

Find out more at

Communications and Donor Relations connected with
constituents in more individualized ways, providing
stories and information chosen to more precisely match
the interests of MCC supporters. One of the results of
this work was significant increase in gifts to MCC, so
much that Manitobans provided $1.1million dollars
more for shared program than the previous year.

mccmb.ca/covid-19updates

Catherine Enns
Board Chair				

Darry Loewen
Executive Director

"All this from
God, who
reconciled us to
himself through
Christ and gave
us the ministry of
reconciliation."
(2 Cor 5:18)

Financial Report

MCC MANITOBA BOARD MEMBERS

We are so grateful for our community of donors and supporters that with each gift,
action and relationship help advance our ministry of relief, development and peace
in the name of Christ. For 100 years, MCC has relied on faithful and compassionate
people to help meet the needs of vulnerable communities worldwide. Today, that
reality is not different. Thank you for being part of an incredible legacy.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE

International Programs
$7,782,746
DOLLARS AT WORK
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Manitoba Programs
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Admin and Fundraising
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PROGRAMS

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
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Caitlin Thomas
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3% 2% 1%

General Contributions
$6,821,334

5%
62%
FUNDING SOURCES

26%

$11
MILLION

5%

4%

Thrift Shops
$2,902,153
Material Resources (in-kind)
$595,489
Other Income
$278,905
Fundraising Events (net)
$228,425
Government Grants
$150,000

*Finances reflect fiscal year April 1, 2019 to March 31, 2020

For full audited financial statements,
please contact us at 204-261-6381 or
manitoba@mccmb.ca

Visit mccmb.ca/Centennial/100-Stories to read stories from every decade of MCC.

Program report
This past year MCC Manitoba program staff
continued to offer stellar programming through building
relationships of integrity, delivering quality workshops,
responding to inquiries, connecting with constituency
churches and offering hope and possibilities for health
and healing. Local programs are rooted in service in the
name of Christ, care for God’s creation and every living
member within it. It is with gratitude for the ongoing
support of the board and constituents that I offer this
report.
Abuse Response & Prevention (ARP) through the work
of Jaymie Friesen offered nine presentations, workshops
and trainings to churches, schools and community
organizations. This included the #ChurchToo conference
with 100 people in attendance. An ARP website was
rolled out across Canada resourced and maintained by
MCCM’s ARP coordinator. Twelve consultations were
offered to congregants/constituency seeking support and
nine consultations happened with church leaders. Three
trauma awareness and family welfare seminars were
delivered in conjunction with Migration & Resettlement
Program for refugee sponsorship groups. Six prevention
of Sexual Violence workshops were facilitated for MCC
Manitoba, MCC Canada staff, supervisors and boards.
Indigenous Neighbors Program, led by Kerry
Saner-Harvey, collaborated with 15 Indigenous led
partnerships. Seven projects were assisted with MCCM
grant funding and an additional eight were supported
through staff participation. Some of these relationships
include Interchurch Council on Hydropower, Healing
Forest Project, Share the Gifts – Honor the Treaties.
Stronger relationships were developed with Elders
from Swan Lake First Nations, South Indian Lake and
Manigotagan. We Are All Treaty People Celebrations last
September saw over 200 people in attendance.
Migration & Resettlement program staff included
Maysoun Darweesh and Belloty Kabamba-Braun as
Associate Program Coordinators and Caitlin Thomas
as program assistant. 101 refugees were resettled
through the Private Sponsorship Resettlement (PSR)
and 23 refugees were resettled through Blended- Visa
Resettlement (BVOR).

There were five presentations made to churches and
15 groups consulted with M & R staff around logistics
of refugee sponsorships. Numerous follow-up visits were
made to Constituent Sponsorship groups (CG’s) and to
resettled newcomers. Meetings with SAH (Sponsorship
Agreement Holders) Council and IRCC (Immigration
Refugees and Citizenship Canada) were ongoing to ensure
compliance with government regulations.

"MCC Manitoba
programs are
rooted in service
in the name of
Christ, care for
God's creation
and every living
member within
it."

IVEP and Summerbridge programming was facilitated
by Jennifer Saner-Harvey. IVEP has four participants this
year. Stela from Bangladesh at Kildonan MCC Thrift
Shop (Winnipeg), Male from Mexico at Indigenous
Family Center (Winnipeg), Khamhom from Laos with
Winkler Bible Camp and Somita from Nepal, with U-Turn
in Brandon. There have been some challenges this year
including an early return for Stela back to Bangladesh.
However, overall, the hosting and work placements have
gone well with Jenn facilitating good conversations and
guiding both the IVEPers, their families and hosting
organizations. Summerbridge saw four successful young
people placed in four churches within Winnipeg for the
span of 12 weeks last summer.
Peacebuilding and Advocacy has been facilitated by
myself as an aside to the work of Program Director. The
Ottawa Office and Canadian Advocacy Network continue
to animate A Cry for Home – focused on justice in Israel
and Palestine. Seven presentations were made in various
churches, three public events were held in collaboration
with other advocacy groups, there were several meetings
with the Member of Parliament for Winnipeg Center
and continued involvement with the Mennonite Church
Manitoba working group. MCCM undertook a Learning
Tour to Palestine and Israel in November with 10
participants. Germination Conversations – Faith Food
Farming and the Land (CMU, MCC Manitoba, A
Rocha and CFGB) continued to meet to put together a
resource for churches/schools etc. on carrying out difficult
conversations, set for publication this year.
Joanna Hiebert Bergen
Program Director

Stories from MCC's
work in Manitoba last
fiscal year.
1. One church's experience
with the KAIROS Blanket
Exercise
mccmb.ca/
stories/walk-me

2. An interview with
IVEPer Stela

mccmb.ca/stories/threadsoctober-2019-new-ivepexperiences

3. How the Abuse Response
& Prevention program
helped Gallia through her
experience of trauma
mccmb.ca/stories/itsaved-my-life
Find out more at

mccmb.ca/stories

Social Enterprise report
Sam’s Place welcomed a new Food Services Manager in
September of 2019, Joseph Stothers.

MCC Manitoba is grateful for the faithful work of our
MCC Thrift shop network in Manitoba. Countless hours
of donated time by our volunteers, effective managers,
dedicated staff and devoted donors all enable the thrift
shops to be a critical contributor to the work of MCC.
In 2019-2020, MCC Thrift shops in Manitoba
contributed $2.9 million towards MCC’s local and global
relief, development and peace work. Shops have seen an
increase in gross sales across the network. Still, they are
also experiencing challenges in increased operational
costs and external retail competition both locally and
online through digital apps such as Varage Sale and
Facebook Marketplace.

More ways MCC is at
work in Manitoba:

Staff transitions in 2019 included a new Thrift
Coordinator, Kristine Heinrichs, appointed October 2019
and Social Enterprise Director, myself, Josué Figueroa,
appointed September 2019.

mcc-thrift-shops

Thrift introduced social media influencer campaigns
to generate brand awareness and engage with new
customers. Influencers hosted a national contest, which
ultimately provided a collection of email addresses for
MCC to engage with a new customer base. Provincially,
a marketing schedule was created to highlight the work
of MCC locally, internationally and determine key retail
campaigns to promote sales and increase customer
engagement.
One of the biggest highlights for MCC Thrift is
seeing how the shops engage with their community
and customers. We are focusing on providing excellent
customer service, awareness of local and international
MCC work and providing our communities with
excellent affordable goods while keeping second-hand
products out of landfills. This places MCC Thrift ahead
of the competition and more closely in-line with MCC’s
vision of sharing God’s love to all in the name of Christ.

1. New MCC video

celebrating the origins of
MCC Thrift shops
mccmb.ca/stories/origins-

2. Volunteers like Jakob are
at the core of MCC Thrift
mccmb.ca/stories/oncerefugee-now-thrift-shopvolunteer

3. Youth are pursuing life

goals at Sam's Place
mccmb.ca/stories/pursinglife-goals-starting-samsplace
Find out more at

mccmb.ca/Stories

Last year, our Youth and Young Adult Program
continued to grow both with new volunteers, higher
quality training and engagement sessions and more
senior capacity volunteers. As a reminder, our Youth and
Young Adult Program provides employable skills to those
facing barriers to the workforce amongst a supportive
community of fellow volunteers.
W averaged 40 unique weekly volunteers with 30
being participants in our Youth Program. Sux program
participants moved on to employment. Through the
external grant funding, we also promoted three program
participants to paid supervisor positions between summer
2019 and spring 2020.
In February, we completely redesigned our website
using in-house talent and resources. The new website
has a modern design and user interface, making the
experience much more user friendly.
Sam’s Place has continued to build and maintain quality
relationships with our community organization partners
and funders.
New events and initiatives were introduced last year
which helped us engage with our community of loyal
customers and allowed our program participants to
provide hands-on customer service, including Sam’s Place
Turkey Dinner, Valentine’s Dinner and a new catering
menu that was introduced in the fall.
Josué Figueroa
Director of Social Enterprise

"Countless hours
of donated time
by our volunteers,
effective
managers,
dedicated staff
and devoted
donors all enable
the thrift shops
to be a critical
contributor to the
work of MCC."

Communications and Donor
Relations report
A large part of the job that my colleagues and I are
privileged to have as members of the communications
and donor relations team, involves connecting you as
supporters with those whose lives are being changed.
Connecting with you by telling stories of impact and
inviting you and many others to continue to be part of
making a difference for individuals, families and entire
communities in over 50 countries and right here in
Manitoba
We also seek to deepen those connections by thanking
you for the many ways you support the work of MCC
—through prayer, volunteering, financial donations,
taking the time to learn about and understand complex
situations, and advocating on behalf of those who need a
voice.
We are grateful for the support of so many friends of
MCC who continue to generously give financial gifts
that impact the lives of our vulnerable neighbours, both
locally and globally. Hundreds of volunteers share of
their time and talents as well, and continue to humble us
with countless hours of dedication through annual events
such as Cycle Clear Lake, the MCC Golf Tournament,
Spring Fest (plant sale & quilt show and sale), the
Brandon Relief Sale and the Christmas Craft & Bake
Sale.
Our Grow Hope campaign, which seeks to raise
support for global food security, had another strong year
by deepening understanding and connections between
six devoted rural and several hundred committed urban
farmers.
January 2020 launched the beginning of our Centennial
year which was marked by the Great Winter Warm-Up.
The event was an incredible success both in terms of
numbers of comforters collected (over 9,500 total and
over 3,200 from Manitoba!), and the scope and size of
engagement that was inspired.

In addition to events in Winnipeg and at the Plum
Coulee MCC warehouse, 13 other GWW events
(churches working together, thrift shops hosting, and full
community events) involving well over 1000 people took
place.

"We are drawn
together by God,
who is about to
do a new thing
through our
collaboration.
(Henri Nouwen)"

The engagement by the Hutterite community
was also significant and meaningful. Response was
overwhelmingly positive as we witnessed and heard
many impact stories of intergenerational participation
(grandparents, parents, kids, youth, young adults),
alongside longtime blanket makers and folks brand new
to MCC coming together to be part of something greater
than the sum of its parts.
So many highlights from this past year that moved us
forward in raising funds and engaging and deepening
relationships with a growing base of supporters are not
able to be included here. But our gratitude extends to
all those who partner with us in the work of meeting
physical needs and bringing hope to the our most
vulnerable neighbours near and far.
The words of author and philosopher Henri Nouwen
continue to ring true for MCC in its 100th year —"we
are drawn together by God, who is about to do a new
thing through our collaboration.” Thank you from all of
us on the CDR team!
Valorie Block
Director of Communications and Donor Relations

Did you know?
1. MCC has a radio show in
Manitoba called Threads. It
airs on CFAM, CHSM and
CJRB. Find past episodes
on our website.
mccmb.ca/threads

2. There are many events
that you can get involved
with or attend throughout the
year. Find opportunities to
participate on our website.
mccmb.ca/events

3. We are grateful for the
generous partnerships with
Manitoba farmers. Fine out
more about Grow Hope on
our website.
mccmb.ca/growhope

Thank you for reading MCC Manitoba's Activity Report for the
56th Annual General Meeting held on June 25, 2020 via Zoom.
A full Annual Report that includes MCC Canada and international program
activities will be available this October. Watch your mailbox or check on our
website at mccmb.ca/annualreport.

MCC Manitoba
134 Plaza Drive
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3T 5K9
204-261-6381
manitoba@mccmb.ca

