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Rachel Nafziger 
served as a child care 
assistant under MCC’s 
SALT program in 
Perquin, El Salvador.



“ Let us love one 
another, because 
love is from 

God.... No one had 
ever seen God; 
but if we love one 
another, God lives 
within us. 
— I John 4:12, 17 

Sharing God’s love and compassion
The purpose of MCC is to “Share God’s Love and 
Compassion,” which is such a familiar phrase that the 
deepest meaning of it can be missed. John the Baptist 
explained it by saying, “God is love,” and that “No one 
has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives 
within us.” As we give of ourselves to serve others, we are 
actually sharing God’s love and compassion because God 
lives within us. 

Over the past year MCC has served 6.5 million people in over 60 countries. 

In November, a devastating typhoon swept 
through the Philippines, destroying four million 
homes and killing over 6,000 people. MCC is 
responding in partnership with the church to provide 
emergency food aid, medical care, shelter, and trauma 
counseling with a focus on single parent families, 
children without parents, pregnant and nursing 
mothers, the elderly, and those with disabilities. 

In Syria, two years of violent conflict have taken the 
lives of 100,000 people, forcing over six million people 
to flee from their homes to other cities and neighbouring countries. MCC 
is responding with the church to provide food aid, shelter, medical care, 
and other basic necessities. 

Here at home, we have been working with our churches to participate in the 
Truth and Reconciliation process in order to hear the stories of Aboriginal 
people who experienced abuse in residential schools — expressing our regret, 
building relations, and praying for healing. 

We are deeply grateful for all of those who have given their resources, time 
and prayers to sustain this ministry of sharing God’s love and compassion.

Wayne Bremner, Executive Director, MCC BC
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On the 
move  
with thrift

Our new thrift shop in Powell River 
has had a very successful year, 
with a volunteer base that grew 
from 40 to 90 people and a net 
income of $56,000. 

In Kelowna, strong sales and 
a vibrant volunteer base have 
boosted sales significantly over 
the past five years, and we are 
now purchasing a building to 
expand sales and to save  
money on lease payments in  
the long term. 

In Abbotsford, the Furniture and 
More Thrift Shop in Clearbrook and the Abby East Thrift Shop will be 
relocating into the new MCC Centre on Gladys Ave. The new location will 
have enough room to increase sales and to grow, and by owning instead 
of leasing, we will reduce costs in the long term.

Volunteers outside the Powell River Thrift Shop

The newly-purchased building for the Kelowna  
Thrift Shop

Artist’s rendition of the new MCC Centre, scheduled to open in October 2014



8
Ways  

to help

“ God made us 
survivors.

– Pastor Jonathan 
Pobadora, Leyte 
Province, the 
Philippines

Typhoon Haiyan Relief
Helping communities rebuild in 
the wake of disaster

November saw the deadliest typhoon on 
record for the Philippines, with over 6,100 lives 
lost and over four million people displaced 
from their homes. MCC Canada received 
over $3 million in donations to support relief 
efforts after Typhoon 
Haiyan, with over 
$500,000 of that 
coming from B.C. 
donors, and 90 per cent  
of donations eligible for  
the Government of 
Canada’s Matching  
Relief Fund.

Working through 
World Church Service, MCC helped provide 
supplies for rebuilding homes lost in the 
typhoon, and also provided shelter and food for 
thousands of people affected by the storm. 

Donate to MCC’s relief efforts
donate.mcccanada.ca

1. Host an MCC 
fundraiser at your 
church.

2. Pray for those 
recovering from 
disaster.

3. Pray for relief 
workers.

4. Attend your local 
MCC Relief Sale.

5. Donate to MCC’s 
Syria Crisis 
campaign.

6. Make a hygiene 
or relief kit.

7. Decrease your 
impact on climate 
change.

8. Form a group to 
learn about global 
conflicts.

MCC is supplying building materials to almost 3,000 Filipino families whose 
homes were destroyed by Typhoon Haiyan.R

E
L

IE
F

Find us at bc.mcc.org and on Facebook
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“ People 
shouldn’t have 

to live like this.

– Rita Hamdan

Shelter and supplies  
for Syrian refugees 
MCC response exceeds  
$14 million
 In Lebanon, where refugees from Syria now 
make up roughly one-fifth of the population, 
MCC is providing rent support to 350 families.
 Shelter is the 
primary need for those 
fleeing the conflict in 
Syria. “The homes 
are very basic and not 
originally built for winter,” 
says Rita Hamdan, director 
of Popular Aid for Relief and Development, an 
MCC partner. MCC received a grant from the 
Government of Canada to provide the funds for 
the rent support.
 In addition to the shelter assistance, another 
1,000 families are receiving essential items such 
as mattresses, blankets and hygiene supplies.
 Since the conflict in Syria began, MCC  
has spent over $14 million on assistance for  
those affected.

Learn more about MCC’s response  
to the Syria crisis
mcccanada.ca/syriacrisis

1. Securing housing 
for 25 people 
through rent 
assistance.

2. Supporting 70 
women through 
End Abuse Project.

3. Providing food 
support to 73 
families through 
refugee food bank.

4. Helping over  
1,000 persons with 
material aid through 
thrift shops.

5. Providing asylum 
support to 53 
refugees.

6. Providing 2,957 
Filipino families 
with shelter after 
Typhoon Haiyan.

7. Providing seeds 
and animal feed to 
316 families  
in Bolivia.

8. Providing support 
for Colombian 
refugees.

9. Assisting with food 
and shelter for 
1,500 families after 
flooding in India. 

10. Providing food and 
shelter assistance in 
Eastern Congo.

This refugee settlement in Lebanon has many sheds that 
are not equipped for winter and flood with heavy rains.
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“ It became a source 
of support for me 

and my daughter.

– Adema

Support for Single Parents
Providing skills training and 
assistance for families in need

Adema fled her native country of Togo in 
light of political turmoil, eventually arriving in 
Canada. Pregnant and unable to understand 
English, and with her husband left behind in 
Ghana, Adema struggled to provide for her 
daughter. After 
completing MCC’s 
Single Parent 
Support Program, 
Adema gained the 
necessary skills to get 
a part-time job, and 
eventually started her own home-based hair 
salon. “I am very grateful to the Single Parent 
Support Project for the opportunity to learn 
about money skills, budgeting, and showing 
me that I can achieve my goals if I work 
consistently towards it,” says Adema.

Read more about our  
Single Parent Support Program
bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/single-parent-support

1. Pray for single 
parents in our 
communities.

2. Volunteer with 
HIV/AIDS or 
Single Parent 
programs.

3. Pray for 
newcomers to 
Canada.

4. Advocate for 
affordable social 
housing.

5. Become a Global 
Family sponsor.

6. Donate to an MCC 
water project.

7. Make an AIDS 
care or school kit.

8. Donate items to an 
MCC thrift shop.
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Adema working at her home-based hair salon.

Find us at bc.mcc.org and on Facebook



10
Highlights

“ People are saving 
time, because 

previously they 
were using a lot  
for fetching water.

– Mudymeni 
Mugande, head of 
Nkalange village

New access to water  
in Zimbabwe 
Supporting community efforts  
to build a dam
 To get water, Violet Mudimba used to walk 
an hour one way from her village of Nkalange, 
Zimbabwe. So when Kulima Mbobumi Training 
Centre (KMTC) mobilized the community to 
build a dam, Violet helped dig trenches, pack 
soil and carry rocks for the wall.
 More than 100 
people contributed 
labour to the dam in a 
food-for-work project. 
MCC partnered with 
KMTC to provide food and 
materials for the dam.
 By the end of the first 
rainy season there was 
more than 2.5 meters of 
water behind the wall. With 
new access to water for people and animals the 
quality of life in Nkalange has improved. “We 
are very thankful for the project, because we 
used to travel long distances,” said Mudimba.

Donate to MCC’s water projects  
donate.mcccanada.ca/project/give-water

1. Training 10 single 
refugee parents in 
financial literacy.

2. Training 15 single 
parents living 
with HIV/AIDS in 
financial literacy.

3. Community 
gardening with 
HIV/AIDS 
support project.

4. Training 90 people 
through End 
Abuse Project 
conference.

5. Offering men’s 
relationship 
support groups.

6. Training 
Rwandan farmers 
in conservation 
agriculture.

7. Supporting 
reforestation and 
erosion control in 
Burundi.

8. Building dams 
and earth terraces 
in Afghanistan.

9. Supporting 
Global Family 
programs in over 
40 countries.

10. Training 26 
women in Iraq in 
beekeeping.

Violet Mudimba has more time for gardening and other 
work now that water is only a short walk from her home.
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“ There is 
solidarity in the 

kingdom of God.

– Lisi Schrottner, 
seminar 
participant

“They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares…”
Engaging students in global peace 
and justice issues

Participants at the MCC United Nations 
seminar wrestled with the question of how 
Mennonites should work with governments 
to bring about change in a manner that is 
consistent with the teachings and way of Jesus. 
Dalton Jones, a Columbia Bible College student, 
ponders, “How does one who is committed to 
the non-violent teachings of Jesus give voice to 
alternative realities 
when the modus 
operandi for dealing 
with conflict is almost 
always coercive violence?” 
The seminar helped him 
understand that this tension 
“calls me out of cynicism 
and settles me in the 
continual call of peacemaking, which includes 
witnessing to governments.”

Learn more about the student seminar
mccottawa.ca/student-seminar

1. Follow the MCC 
Ottawa office blog.

2. Become an 
advocate for peace.

3. Host an MCC 
peace worker at 
your church.

4. Pray for those who 
experience violence 
and injustice. 

5. Plan an event for 
International Day 
of Peace.

6. Organize a  
peace walk.

7. Pray for inmates 
who want to 
reconnect with 
their families.

8. Read a book about 
peacebuilding.
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Ottawa Office seminar participants visit the House of Commons.

Find us at bc.mcc.org and on Facebook
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“ We need to 
remember there 

were victims on 
all sides.

– Tamara Šmidling

Sharing memories can 
contribute to lasting peace
Project encourages public 
discussion on victims of conflict
 Tamara Šmidling says damaged buildings 
and scarred sidewalks are still evident in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. But the most enduring impact 
of past wars is the ethnic divisions.
 “We have a lot of discussion about our 
own victims,” Šmidling says. “But we need to 
recognize there were victims on all sides.”
 Šmidling is Program Coordinator of the 
Peace Academy Foundation (PAF) in Sarajevo. 
With funding from 
Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC), 
PAF is implementing 
“The Culture of 
Remembering.”
 Initially, the project 
will bring together people 
from three communities to discuss how sharing 
memories can contribute to lasting peace. 
Eventually, the goal is to find and publicize 
memorial sites to encourage public discussion.

Learn more about MCC’s peace projects
mcccanada.ca/peace

1. Participating in 
the UN or Ottawa 
Office seminars.

2. Facilitating an 
event around art 
exhibit on conflict.

3. Hosting peace 
building speaker 
Jimmy Juma from 
South Africa.

4. Participating in 
events of the Truth 
and Reconciliation 
Commission.

5. Promoting Peace 
Sunday Packet on 
Ambassadors of 
Reconciliation.

6. Reading an 
“Expression of 
Reconciliation” at 
Vancouver TRC.

7. Providing peace 
education materials 
for Ethiopia.

8. Integrating 
peacebuilding into 
community work 
in Afghanistan.

9. Promoting non-
violence with 
young adults in 
the West Bank.

10. Supporting conflict 
prevention in 
Colombia.

The impact craters of mortar rounds are filled with red resin 
on Sarajevo sidewalks. They are known as “Sarajevo roses.”
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Material resource centre
Chris Pikkarainen, a student from Columbia Bible College’s Service Practicum 
Program, has worked in the MCC BC warehouse for the past several years.

Chris is a part-time student who has demonstrated a high level of 
proficiency in every task, and is particularly skilled as a carpenter. 
Chris, his construction boss Ed Wedel (a former MCCer), and 
even Chris’ wife Lindsey (a former intern for MCC’s HIV-AIDS 
program), went beyond the call of duty to help us build shelves for 
the new warehouse. Chris’s contribution to the warehouse goes 
beyond the projects he completed, and he exemplified an amazing 
spirit of servanthood.

Volunteer at a material resource centre
bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/materialresources

MCC BC service work
Yola Vargas has retired after 15 years of faithful service as 
First United Spanish Mennonite’s Community Resource 
and Spiritual Counselor.

Accompanying newcomers on their journey to BC, 
Yola has embodied a “living and holistic faith” by 
being a spiritual guide, being a bridge to community 
services and the church, assisting with translations, 
and organizing empowering workshops. Yola 
writes, “I have learned the importance to listen 
without judgment … and openness to gaining new 
and deeper insights from others.”

Volunteer in B.C.
bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/volunteer

Find us at bc.mcc.org and on Facebook



Children are 
like blooming 
flowers
Soma Chakraborty is  
a teacher at a school  
in Kolkata, India.

I see my classroom 
as a garden. My 
students are from six 
to 10 years old. They 
have lots of problems. 
But when they come 
to our schools, our 
loving schools, they 
are blooming like 
flowers. We give  
as much as we can.  
I am cultivating  
these beautiful 
flowers so they 
can serve their 
communities  
as beautiful  
human beings.

Learn more about 
MCC’s work in India 
in the fall 2013 issue 
of A Common Place
acommonplace.
mcccanada.ca

Service workers

1. Tyler and Renae 
Regehr 

2. Amanda and 
Daniel Talstra

3. Anna Vogt

4. Kristina Toews

5. Peter and Jane 
Andres

6. Elizabeth Scambler

7. Mary Mitchell

8. Mark Tymm

9. Teresa Edge

10. Michelle and 
Andrew Potts

SALTers

1. Jonathan Gravelle 

2. Lisi Schrottner

3. Rachel Sovka

4. Deborah Wiens

British
Columbians 
volunteering 

overseas

Volunteer  
with SALT
Mark Tymm, a Columbia 
Bible College Worship 
Arts graduate, recently 
completed a four month 
advocacy research 
internship with the MCC 
Ottawa office.

Mark’s continued 
passion for biblically-
based social justice 
ministry, specifically 
peacebuilding work, 
has led him to accept 
an MCC Serving and 
Learning Together 
(SALT) assignment 
in Chad, beginning 
in August. Mark’s 
placement with 
the Coalition of 
Evangelical Churches 
and Missions in Chad 
will involve assisting 
with local peace 
education, writing, 
and inter-religious 
peacebuilding efforts.

Volunteer with SALT
serve.mcccanada.ca
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Service Worker Program – Sophie Tiessen-Eigbike
Provides short and long-term service opportunities 
with partners in order to demonstrate God’s love by 
seeking peace, justice, and dignity for all.

Find us at bc.mcc.org and on Facebook

Aboriginal Neighbours Project – Darryl Klassen 
Fosters respectful relationships and understanding 
with Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people by creating 
opportunities for dialogue, service, and learning.

End Abuse Project – Elsie Goerzen
Offers help to those experiencing abuse, and seeks to 
empower congregations with tools for abuse prevention, 
promotion of safety, and positive family and church life.

Fraser Valley Rent Assistance Project – Jane Njogu
Provides one time emergency loans for families and 
individuals who are at risk of eviction or utilities 
disconnection.

HIV/AIDS Project – Bridget Findlay 
Supports people living with HIV/AIDS and their 
families through churches, community organizations, 
and individual volunteers.

Homelessness and Housing Project – Ron van Wyk 
Research-based advocacy work on reasons for and 
extent of homelessness and housing affordability in the 
Fraser Valley Regional District communities.

New Foundations Project – Jennifer Mpungu
Empowers single parent refugees in Vancouver to 
improve their economic conditions through hands-on 
life-giving community activities.

Peace and Development Education Project – 
Jon Nofziger 
Provides opportunity for constituents to engage and 
share experiences of peace-building and justice.

Refugee and Newcomer Assistance Project – 
Jennifer Mpungu
Supports refugees and newcomers in the areas of 
settlement and integration into Canadian society. 

Single Parent Support Project – Jennifer Mpungu
Works with single parent families who are affected by 
HIV/AIDS, to improve their self-reliance and to build 
assets to meet their needs.



Worldwide

BUDGETED INCOME FY 13/14
Cash gifts   

Canada 17,659,297   
Gifts-in-kind 2,243,698 
Thrift shops 8,493,343 
Relief sales 1,657,800 
Grants  

Nongovernmental grants 783,926 
Governmental grants 6,751,019 

Ten Thousand Villages 10,790,000
Other income 3,615,228
Total income $51,994,311

BUDGETED EXPENSES FY 13/14
International program  

Africa 7,776,042 
Asia  3,823,958
Europe and the Middle East 1,659,375
Latin America and the Caribbean 4,251,092
Multiregion 10,585,534

Canadian program 
Justice and peacebuilding 4,517,035
Material resources collection 1,529,787
Sustainable community development 3,305,554

Ten Thousand Villages 11,487,000 
Administration 5,939,164
Fundraising 2,568,123
Total expenses $57,442,663

Personnel by program location

194
U.S.

197,620
kits shipped

3,183
sheets 
shipped

124
Latin

America/ 
Caribbean

38
Europe/
Middle 
East

205
Asia121

Africa

317
Canada

377 Service workers  622 Salaried workers
Total: 999

439,464
cans of meat 

shipped

54,968
quilts 

shipped

2,106
kg of  

bath soap 
shipped

Financials 
MCC operates at the provincial, national and international 
level. These numbers represent budgeted Canadian income 
and expenses for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2014.

Actual income and expense figures for the fiscal year  
were not available when this report went to print.  
However, the actual year-end figures are available  
at mcccanada.ca/annualreport.

MCC Canada and MCC U.S. both contribute to MCC’s 
international program. Numbers in this report only reflect 
MCC in Canada’s contribution to MCC’s international work.



Langley

Chilliwack

Prince George

Black Creek

Surrey

Mission

Kelowna

Yarrow

Abbotsford
Vancouver

Richmond

Burnaby

Grand Forks

Penticton

Victoria

Powell River

Programs and Admin Offices
Main office: Abbotsford
Employment Services offices: Richmond, 
Vancouver, Abbotsford, Chilliwack
Refugee office: Vancouver
Single Parent Family Support Projects  
Office: Surrey
Over 5,000 people served

Thrift Shops
10 thrift shops
Est. income $1.6 million (net)
32 salaried, 23 hourly staff
900 volunteers

Material Resource Centre
3,826 volunteer hours logged
7,886 kits and blankets shipped

Ten Thousand Villages

Relief Sales
3 relief sale locations
$693,054 raised (gross)
1,150 volunteers

Fundraisers
5 banquets
$51,658 raised

Service Workers
8 IVEP international volunteers
18 service workers

British
Columbia

Find us at bc.mcc.org and on Facebook



$1,200

Sources of income (000s)

$1,030$100
$550

$1,502

$436 $127
$420

$1,055

$2,545
$874

$594

$130

Expenditure breakdown (000s)

$168

2013-14 Budgeted income for MCC B.C.

2013-14 Budgeted expenses for MCC B.C.

L  Contributions – general
L  Contributions – designated
L  Estates
L  Relief sales – net proceeds
L  Thrift shops – net proceeds
L  Interest and earned income

  Employment Development, Govt 
     and Other Funding
L  Contracts and grants
L  Material aid shipments and income

     TOTAL $5,565,000

L  Administration
L  Human resources
L  Resource development

  Employment Development Program
L  B.C. programs (excluding  
     Employment Development)
L  MCC Canada – international programs
L  Material aid warehouse and shipments

     TOTAL $5,365,000

“This past year has been one of unprecedented change and growth for 
MCC BC … it amazes us how this organization keeps on going, in spite of 
added pressures over this past year.” This quote comes from a Board 
communication and is a good representation of life at MCC BC. Over the 
past year, we have begun construction on the new MCC Centre building on 
Gladys Avenue in Abbotsford which will house the amalgamation of two 
thrift shops, the main office, and the warehouse. We are grateful for the 
opportunities to grow and change, and for the generous resources, both 
financially and through people, that allow us to keep on going.

MCC operates at provincial, national, and international levels. The 
numbers above explain MCC budgeted income and expenses in B.C. from 
April 1, 2013 to March 31, 2014.

A major portion of funds raised by each provincial office also supports 
MCC’s national and international work. Due to publishing deadlines, 
actual income and expense figures for the fiscal period ending March 31, 
2014 are not included in this report; however, those figures are currently 
available at bc.mcc.org/gathering. They are also available upon request by 
contacting our office.



What is Mennonite Central Committee? 
MCC is a charitable organization that partners with 
churches and community organizations worldwide to 
walk with people who are disadvantaged.

MCC supports activities that provide emergency 
assistance, reduce poverty and promote healthy 
communities, sustainable living and alternatives  
to violence.

It is a global ministry of Anabaptist churches in 
Canada and the U.S. which includes Mennonite  
and Brethren in Christ. MCC envisions  
communities in harmony with  
God, one another and creation.

Relief, development and peace  
in the name of Christ

bc.mcc.org
31414 Marshall Road, Abbotsford, BC V2T 3T8
605.850.6639 or toll-free 1.888.622.6337


