
Blended VOR Initiative 
Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the Blended VOR Initiative? 

The Blended Visa Office Referred initiative is a program designed to resettle refugees identified by the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and submitted to Canadian visa offices abroad.  It is re-

ferred to as a “blended” program because it is a cost-sharing arrangement whereby Citizenship and Immigra-

tion Canada (CIC) and Sponsorship Agreement Holders (SAH) both contribute to financially supporting the 

refugees. 

Refugees under this program have already met eligibility and admissibility criteria, making them travel-ready. 

However, they must be matched with a sponsor before they can travel to Canada. 

 

How does the “blended” model work? 

Refugees resettled under the Blended VOR Initiative will receive income support during the first 6 months af-

ter their arrival through the Resettlement Assistance Program (RAP). They are also fully covered under the 

Interim Federal Health (IFH) Program in addition to provincial health coverage. 

 

For the duration of the sponsorship period, sponsors are required to provide: 

 Reception upon arrival. 

 Initial housing setup. 

 Basic necessities after the first 6 months of RAP income support. 

 Settlement Assistance (including arranging for language classes, en-

rollment in school, finding health care providers, job search, etc.) 

 Psychological and emotional support. 

 

Who will be sponsored under this initiative? 

The focus for 2015 will be on the following populations: 

 Iraqis, Iranians and Syrians 

 Congolese, Eritreans, Burundians 

 Bhutanese in Nepal 

 Colombians in Ecuador  

 

How is this different from the regular Private Sponsorship of Refugees (PSR) Program? 

Under the Blended VOR Initiative, refugees are referred to Canadian visa offices abroad directly by the UN-

HCR. For 2015, MCC is focusing on Iraqi and Syrian refugees and sponsoring groups are encouraged to 

sponsor from these populations.  CIC will provide income support for the first 6 months of the sponsorship 

period and sponsors are responsible for remaining costs through the sponsorship period (usually 12 months). 

 

Under the PSR program, sponsors are able to submit a sponsorship application on behalf of a Convention 

Refugee Abroad or a member of the Country of Asylum Class. These persons would be assessed under 

those specific criteria. When approved, the refugees travel to Canada and the sponsors assume all costs as-

sociated with the sponsorship. 



Can refugees be referred to the Blended VOR Initiative by sponsoring groups? 
No. Refugees chosen under this program can only be referred by Canadian visa offices. 
 

How soon will the refugees arrive? 
VISA office-referred cases are normally ready to travel to Canada within 1 to 4 months of being matched with 
a sponsor. 
 

What happens after the refugees arrive? 
These refugees are considered permanent residents once they arrive in Canada. This means they are legally 
entitled to work, go to school, receive health care and access free services for newcomers to Canada such as 
language classes, employment counseling and other support services. Sponsored refugees are eligible for 
provincial health care immediately. 

How do refugees access RAP support? 
Upon arrival, sponsors schedule an intake interview with the local CIC office as soon as possible in order to 
register sponsored refugees for RAP income support and IFH program coverage. 
 

What happens after the first 6 months? 
RAP income support ends and sponsors assume the costs for the remainder of the sponsorship period.  All 
other services including IFH coverage remain the same. 
 

What are the expected costs of sponsorship under this program? 
Sponsors are expected to provide refugees with assistance equivalent to the 6-month RAP income support.  
 

What is expected of refugees under this program? 
Sponsored refugees are expected to work with their sponsors to become independent and self-sufficient after 
the end of the sponsorship period. Refugees are expected to remain in their sponsorship community for the 
duration of the sponsorship period and will not need to access social services during the sponsorship period 
since they will receive sufficient support from their sponsors. 
 

What is the process of sponsoring refugees under the Blended VOR Initiative? 
 

For information on services available in your province: 

Visit rstp.ca under the Main Menu column (left-hand side) Post-Arrival settlement find services 

MCC provides  

church with pro-

files of available 

BVOR cases 

Church chooses 

a profile to 

sponsor. 

MCC completes 

necessary pa-

perwork 

MCC submits 

application to 

Citizenship & 

Immigration 

Sponsors will receive Notice of Ar-
rival details (refugees will usually 

arrive within 1 to 4 months of appli-
cation) being submitted to CIC 

For additional information, please contact: 
 
Moses Moini, Refugee Program Coordinator 
595 Carlton Street, Unit 22 
St. Catharines, Ontario L2M 4Y2 

905-646-3161  mosesm@mcco.ca 


