
Displaced: Upheaval, Hospitality, and Justice in the Search for Home  
MCC Saskatchewan’s 2nd Annual Peace Conference, Saturday November 7th 2020 via Zoom 
 
Conference Schedule and Session Descriptions 

10:00-10:15am Welcome 
MC Denise Martens and Amanda Dodge, Program Director, MCC Saskatchewan 

10:15-11:30am Morning Keynote 

Strangers are Neighbours: A Biblical Vision of Identity and Mission 
The current global displacement of people outside their place of origin and belonging provides a lens by 
which to see how the movement of peoples pervades the entire biblical story. This biblical perspective 
challenges our response to those who have experienced displacement by offering a compelling vision, 
which not only characterizes the mission of the church but its very identity. After this discussion we will 
invite responses from three panelists who incorporate these biblical perspectives into their work with 
refugees, internally displaced persons and Indigenous peoples.  

Speaker: Dr. Doug Heidebrecht, Director of Global Training, MB Biblical Seminary 
Panelists: Anna Vogt, MCC Ottawa Office Director; Harry Lafond, Scholar in Indigenous Education, St. 
Thomas More College; and Vurayayi Pugeni, MCC Area Director for Southern, Central Africa and Nigeria  
Moderator: Eileen Klassen Hamm, Executive Director, MCC Saskatchewan 

11:30-11:45am Break 

11:45am-12:45pm Breakout Workshops 

Workshop 1: A Look at South Africa: a microcosm of global migration and displacement 
Southern Africa reflects the many diverse factors that cause people to leave their home communities 
and seek shelter and safety elsewhere. Displacement can be internal to a country as well as the more 
obvious external refugee movements. Both can be equally destructive of community and pose 
significant safety and wellbeing concerns for those involved. In this workshop we will explore some of 
the underlying factors that shape displacement and movement of people in South Africa and the impact 
it has had in the region. You will also hear stories and reflections from learning tour participants who 
travelled to the region earlier this year and met refugees and migrants in the area. 

Speakers: Participants in MCC’s MCC Learning Tour to South Africa - Bruno Baerg (former MCC Area 
Director of Southern Africa), Heidi Martens (Assistant Manager, Community Gift and Thrift in Lanigan), 
Doyle Wiebe (farmer and business investor), and Kathy Heinrichs (retired teacher) 
Moderator: Rick Guenther, Communications and Donor Relations Director for MCC Saskatchewan  

Workshop 2: Refugee Realities: before and after resettlement  
MCC was a pioneer, 41 years ago, in Canada’s private refugee sponsorship programme.  It continues to 
be a vital part of our work: the Saskatchewan office currently brings several dozen people a year to 
Canada who would otherwise be living in extremely difficult (and sometimes extremely dangerous) 
circumstances in their initial country of refuge.  In this workshop, participants will have the opportunity 
to hear the experiences of some resettled refugees, both before and after arrival. 

 



Speakers: members of the Tesfay family with Leanne Thiessen; and members of the Mohamed/Abdi 
family 
Moderator: Mark Bigland-Pritchard, Migration & Resettlement Coordinator, MCC Saskatchewan 

Workshop 3: Historical & Contemporary Outcomes of Displacement in Saskatchewan 
This workshop will highlight the history of displacement of Indigenous peoples in Cypress Hills, 
Saskatchewan through Candace Savage’s personal journey of discovery with reflections by Erica Violet 
Lee on contemporary effects of displacement within inner city Saskatoon. These two esteemed speakers 
will build connections between colonial impacts and current social realities through their personal 
journeys of discovery.  

Speakers: Candace Savage, award-winning author; and Erica Violet Lee, writer, political theorist and 
community organizer  
Moderator Myriam Ullah, Education & Advocacy Coordinator, MCC Saskatchewan 
 
12:45-1:45pm Lunch Break 

1:45-3:00pm Afternoon Keynote 

Addressing the Global Displacement Crisis through Development, Advocacy and Refugee Sponsorship 
Forced displacement is a global crisis, affecting about 70 million people according to the latest UNHCR 
figures.  MCC is working to address the crisis at several levels – through development and peacebuilding 
work in some of the countries affected, through advocacy on behalf of the displaced, and through better 
understanding of the root causes – as well as through private sponsorship.  A panel of experienced MCC 
staff will offer their perspectives and expertise on ways forward, and offer some suggestions for action 
by churches and individuals. 

Speakers: Brian Dyck, Migration & Resettlement Coordinator, MCC Canada; Vurayayi Pugeni, MCC Area 
Director for Southern and Western Africa; Anna Vogt, MCC Ottawa Office Director 
Moderator: Mark Bigland-Pritchard, Migration & Resettlement Coordinator, MCC Saskatchewan 

3:00-3:15pm Break 

3:15-4:15pm Breakout Workshops 

Workshop 1: Walking With the Wounaan 
For almost 15 years, Forest Grove Community Church in Saskatoon has been developing a relationship 
with the Mennonite Brethren Conference of Indigenous churches among the Wounaan people of 
Panama. We will hear stories of displacement and response, how the Wounaan are reclaiming their 
culture and what it means for an urban North American congregation and Indigenous communities in 
the jungles of Panama to work together in friendship and mutual support.  

Speakers: Maryanne Berge, FGCC Missions Pastor; and Alina Itucama and Obdulio Isaramá, Panama 
Moderator: Randy Klassen, Indigenous Neighbours Coordinator, MCC Saskatchewan 

Workshop 2: Private Refugee Sponsorship  
MCC is profoundly grateful to the many church groups and others who participate in the private refugee 
sponsorship programme.  This workshop provides an opportunity to learn more about what is involved, 



how to plan and what to expect.  There will also be some time for existing and past sponsors to share 
experiences. 

Speakers: recent sponsors Leanne Thiessen from Hepburn MB Church & Haile Feven Tesfay, with 
members of the Tesfay family 
Moderator: Mark Bigland-Pritchard, Migration & Resettlement Coordinator, MCC Saskatchewan 

Workshop 3: Displacement and Landless Bands in Saskatchewan 
Session description and speaker(s) to be announced. 

4:15-4:30pm Closing and Calls to Engage 

 


