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Good News in Challenging Times 

Dear Friends of MCC, 

I wouldn’t be the first to say we live in challenging times. It seems like every day brings news of 
war, hunger, disaster, displacement, inflation, floods, or another wave of the global pandemic. 

We could all use some good news! 

No doubt that is how the people of Israel felt back in the time of Isaiah when they were under 
siege on all sides. His words in chapter 52:7 expressed heart felt relief when he said “how 
beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, and 
bring good tidings …”  

Together with your support, MCC has been able to work with the church in many parts of the 
world to bring good news to those facing overwhelming adversity. Let me give you a few 
examples. 

Last fall atmospheric rivers brought torrential rains in BC that overwhelmed rivers and dykes 
causing massive flooding. Thanks to your support, MCC raised funds and mobilized volunteers in 
partnership with MDS to muck out and rebuild homes in Princeton and Abbotsford. 

For the past two decades Ethiopia has made progress in reducing poverty. However, the past 2 
years of war and drought have put 20 million people in urgent need of food. Thanks to your 
support, MCC is providing food aid and care to the most vulnerable. 

The war in Ukraine has caused massive damage to cities along with massive displacement of 
people. Thanks to your support, MCC is providing emergency support to those displaced inside 
Ukraine, and we are providing resettlement support to those seeking refuge in BC. 

The war in Ukraine is also contributing to a global food crisis in Africa and the Middle East. 
Especially hard hit are countries in East Africa who depend on Ukraine and Russian for 80% of 
their wheat imports. Thanks to your support, MCC is mobilizing food aid to assist in places like 
South Sudan where over 7 million face severe hunger. 

Thanks for being good news to the world’s most vulnerable people as an expression of God’s 
love. 

We are humbled by your steadfast support of MCC. 

In Christ, 

Wayne Bremner 
CEO - Executive Director 
Mennonite Central Committee BC 
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Keynote Speaker: Katie and Andrew Geddert
Previous MCC Country representatives in Ukraine 

Katie and Andrew Geddert served with MCC in Ukraine as Peace Resource Persons 
(2015-2017) and then as Country Representatives (2017-2020). Katie has spent 
most of her career working in refugee resettlement agencies as an ESL teacher and 
citizenship program specialist. Andrew currently works as a psychologist in a center 
that provides services to immigrants and asylum-seekers. Andrew and Katie are 
actively involved at Living Water Community Church in Chicago, a church in which 
four language groups worship together every week. They have two children - Micah 
(age 8) and Layla (age 4). Since June 2022 Andrew has been working remotely for 
the MCC Ukraine program as Trauma Support and Resourcing Specialist.
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Mennonite Central Committee BC  
Annual General Meeting Agenda 

Emmanuel Mennonite Church 
October 15, 2022  

 
 

REGISTRATION 
 
8:30 Check-in and coffee 

 
OPENING SESSION 

 
9:00 Welcome and Opening Remarks 
9:20  Ukrainian Crisis – Andrew & Katie 
 Local Ukraine Settlement Response 
10:15 Coffee Break 

 
BUSINESS SESSION 

 
10:45 Business Session – Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen 

• Agenda  
• Minutes  
• Nominations 
• Audited Financial Statements for 2022 
• Appointment of Auditor 2023 

11:30  Legacy Trust Report 
12:00 Local Program – highlights from Homelessness Program 
12:30 Closing Remarks – Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen 
1:00  Lunch 

 
INFORMAL SESSION 

 
2:00  Informal Session with Andrew & Katie 
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Motions 
MCC BC Annual General Meeting 

October 15, 2022 
 

Agenda 
 

1. That the agenda be approved as presented. 
 
Minutes 
 

2. That the minutes of the October 16, 2021 Annual General Meeting be approved as presented. 
 
Board Nominations and Election 
 

3. That Gerry Grunau is hereby re-elected to the board of directors of MCC BC to serve a third 
three-year term (2022-2025) as an MC Representative.  
 

4. That Phoebe Cheung is hereby re-elected to the board of directors of MCC BC to serve a 
second three-year term (2022-2025) as an MB Representative. 
 

5. That Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen is hereby re-elected to the board of directors of MCC BC to 
serve a three-year term as a Member at Large (MAL).  

 
 

Auditor’s Report and Financial Statements 
 

6. That the Auditor’s Report and the Audited Financial Statements for MCC BC for the Fiscal Year 
ending March 31, 2022, be approved as presented. 

 
Appointment of the Auditors 
 

7. That KPMG be appointed as the auditors for MCC BC for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2023. 
 
Host Congregation 
 

8. That the participants of the 2022 Annual General Meeting express appreciation to Emmanuel 
Mennonite Church for hosting the MCC BC Annual General Meeting. 
 

Adjournment 
 

9. That the 2022 Annual General Meeting be adjourned. 
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MINUTES 
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE BC 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
October 16, 2021  9:00 AM 
Video Conference via Zoom 
 

ZOOM ORIENTATION Wayne Bremner  
Wayne briefly walked attendees through the Rules of Order and how to participate via Zoom.  
 
WELCOME, LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT Wayne Bremner/Peter Wolfe  
Wayne welcomed attendees and read a land acknowledgement. Peter Wolfe, Board Chair, opened the meeting 
with a prayer.  
 
MOTION 2021-01: That the agenda and rules of order be approved as presented. M/S/C 

YEAR IN REVIEW                                                                                               Wayne Bremner                                                 
Wayne gave an overview of the past year, including the impact of COVID-19. Despite the circumstances, 
donors gave generously, resulting in an exceptional year. Highlights included the following: 

• Thrift shops brought in net income of 1.8 million in FY21 thanks to dedicated volunteers and staff 
• Programs adapted where necessary and continued to serve the community 
• MCC Legacy Trust continued to steward gifts of property from MCC’s legacy donor 
• Global events in Lebanon, Haiti, Afghanistan, and South Sudan impacted the work of MCC around 

the globe 
• The Festival for World Relief in September 2021 raised over $1 million 
• MCC BC has been rated among the top 100 charities at Charity Intelligence 

Wayne also gave an update on imminent leadership transitions. Ben Svehla, Director of Thrift and Ten 
Thousand Villages (TTV), will be leaving MCC BC and Amy Slinger, General Manager at the Centre Thrift 
Shop, will be taking on the role of Interim Director of Thrift. Sophie Tiessen-Eigbike, Director of Human 
Resources will be retiring and Sharon Mkisi will be taking on this role. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER Andy Harrington  
Andy Harrington, Executive Director of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB), shared about CFGB 
working together with MCC on food security projects to assist vulnerable people around the world. CFGB 
is a partnership of 15 churches and church agencies with the mission of working together to end global 
hunger. CFGB is involved with both short-term emergency assistance as well as longer term development 
projects in 33 countries. It also advocates for change in public policies here in Canada to improve access to 
food for families and communities. Three current key drivers of hunger include climate change, conflict, 
and COVID-19. Andy shared some stories and examples of the impact of MCC partnered projects and 
emphasized that God sees past the statistics on hunger and cares about the individual. 

BUSINESS SESSION  

OPENING COMMENTS Peter Wolfe 
Peter introduced the Business Session. 

MOTION 2021-07: That the members do hereby waive the requirement of section 35 of the 
Societies Act of British Columbia that the financial statements presented be for a period ending not 
more than 6 months before the annual general meeting. M/S/C 
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MINUTES OF 2020 AGM                                                                                        Louise Larsen 
Louise reviewed the November 7, 2020 AGM Minutes and presented a motion to approve them. 

MOTION 2021-02: That the minutes of the November 7, 2020 Annual General Meeting be approved 
as presented. M/S/C 

NOMINATIONS Gerry Grunau 
Karen Heidebrecht-Thiessen and Sharon Zacharias were nominated for re-election to serve three-year terms 
as MC representatives. 

Louise Larsen and Peter Wolfe were nominated for re-election to serve three-year terms as MB 
representatives.  

Randy Redekop was nominated for election to the Board to serve a three-year term as an MC representative. 

Orlando Schmidt was nominated for election to the Board to serve a three-year term as a member at large. 

MOTION 2021-03: That Karen Heidebrecht-Thiessen and Sharon Zacharias are hereby re-elected 
to the Board of Directors of MCC BC to serve three-year terms (2021 to 2024) as MC representatives, 
as presented by the nominating committee. M/S/C 

MOTION 2021-04: That Louise Larsen and Peter Wolfe are hereby re-elected to the Board of 
Directors of MCC BC to serve three-year terms (2021 to 2024) as MB representatives, as presented by 
the nominating committee. M/S/C 

MOTION 2021-05: That Randy Redekop is hereby elected to the Board of Directors of MCC BC to 
serve a three-year term (2021 to 2024) as an MC representative, as presented by the nominating 
committee. M/S/C 

MOTION 2021-06: That Orlando Schmidt is hereby elected to the Board of Directors of MCC BC to 
serve a three-year term (2021 to 2024) as a member at large, as presented by the nominating 
committee. M/S/C 

AUDITED STATEMENTS Terry Christie 
Terry Christie, MCC BC Board Treasurer, presented the audited financial statements for the year ended 
March 31, 2021 and the auditor’s report, providing highlights, comments, and analysis.  Terry invited 
questions and then moved that the audited financial statements and the auditor’s report be approved. 

Question: How is the surplus being used? 
Answer: To fund potential future deficits by building reserves. 

Question: Are the amounts forwarded to MCC Canada based on a formula? 
Answer: Yes. 

MOTION 2021-08:  That the Auditor’s Report and the Audited Financial Statements for MCC BC for 
the fiscal year ending March 31, 2021 be approved as presented.  M/S/C 

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR Terry Christie 
Terry introduced the motion related to appointing the auditor for FY22. 

MOTION 2021-09  That KPMG be appointed as the auditors for MCC BC for the fiscal year ending 
March 31, 2022. M/S/C 
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INDIGENOUS RELATIONS  
Wayne opened the session by reading MCC BC’s draft land acknowledgement statement. 

Bridget Findlay, Indigenous Neighbours Coordinator, introduced the guest speakers. 

Chris Silver welcomed attendees with a traditional song. He shared about the history of the Semá:th people in 
the area that is now called Abbotsford. 

Lillian Underwood shared her personal life story, including the direct and indirect impact of residential 
schools on herself and her family and God’s healing in the midst of brokenness. 

Chief Andrew Victor (of Cheam First Nation) spoke of the challenges of journeying in society today and 
challenged the group to develop personal reconciliation plans.  

Wayne presented each guest with a gifted quilt. 

CLOSING REMARKS                                                                                                 Peter Wolfe 
Peter Wolfe gave concluding comments and closed the meeting in prayer.   

MOTION 2021-10:  That the 2021 Annual General Meeting be adjourned.  M/S/C 

The AGM was adjourned at approximately 12:45 p.m. 
Minutes recorded by Karli Friesen, Controller for MCC BC.   
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MCC BC Board of Directors 

2022-2023 
 

Peter Wolfe (MB) - Chair 
I was born and raised in the Fraser Valley and settled in Langley once our children started 
arriving.  I am by education, an Electrical Engineer, graduating from UBC in 1981 and a 
registered Professional Engineer. I have spent my working career in the high technology field 
developing software. I have been a member of South Langley Church (MB) since 1982 and 
have served in many capacities including 8 years as Moderator. I was widowed from my wife 
Carol after 28 years of marriage in 2007. I am delightfully remarried to Annette Quiring as of 
2011. I have three adult children, all married, along with one grandson. I love to spend free 
time out in the mountains hiking and have recently taken up long distance running. 

 

Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen (MC) – Vice-Chair 

I spent most of my growing up years here in the Fraser Valley, first in Greendale where my 
father was pastor at Greendale MB Church and then later in Abbotsford when my father 
became pastor at Bakerview MB. I studied Music and Theology at Mennonite Brethren Bible 
College (now CMU) and then completed a Master of Divinity degree (Pastoral Ministry) at 
Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary in Fresno, California. I was Lead Pastor at River East MB 
Church in Winnipeg from 1990-2000 and have been pastoring at Level Ground (formerly West 
Abbotsford Mennonite Church) since 2000. I am married to Richard Thiessen who is Director of 
the Mennonite Heritage Museum, and we have three young adult sons and a daughter-in-law. 
I have enjoyed my involvement in Mennonite Church BC as Vice-Moderator as well as my Board 

member involvement with Canadian Mennonite University. Though I have not had the opportunity to do a term of overseas 
service with MCC, we were able to live and work in Ethiopia for several months as a family and that was a very rewarding 
experience.  

Louise Larsen (MB) - Secretary 
While I have lived in Abbotsford for much of my life, after graduating high school I moved to 
Vancouver to obtain my BA. There I started my career in marketing & business management 
which continued when I returned to Abbotsford 14 years later. I have been blessed to have 
worked and volunteered with many worthwhile for-profit, non-profit and government 
organizations including MCCBC and MEDA. Our move back to Abbotsford was driven by the 
desire to give our children the warmth of a large extended family. Once here, we searched 
for a church that would support our family’s spiritual growth and found that in Northview 
Community Church, which we have been members of for over 16 years. With the belief that 
we have a responsibility to live our lives with purpose and for Christ, I am looking forward to 

contributing to and working with the MCCBC Board. 

2022 AGM Delegate Package Page 8 of 12



Sharon Zacharias (MC) – Treasurer 
I was raised in Richmond, BC, where I attended Peace Mennonite Church, before my family 
moved to Abbotsford, BC, in 1989 and we began attending Emmanuel Mennonite Church.  
I completed my Diploma of Business Administration at UCFV in 1997, then continued my 
education at TWU, where I graduated with my Bachelor of Business Administration 
(Honours) in 2000. In 2001, I received my Chartered Accountant designation. I worked at 
KPMG, a public accounting firm for 10 years, before leaving to work in industry. I have 
worked for 11 years as a controller for a private construction/real estate development 
group of companies, and I currently work there part-time and work part-time as a Senior 
Manager at a local CPA firm. My volunteer positions include serving on the MCBC Camp 

Squeah Committee, being Budget Chair of the 2016 Abbotsford BC Summer Games and a member of the Budget 
Committee for the 2004 Games and serving on other various church and charity finance committees. MCC has been a 
part of my life for as long as I can remember. Growing up, I volunteered at the MCC Relief Sale for several years, working 
at the quilt auction along with my mom. When I was 17, I spent a summer working at MCC’s Self Help Crafts (now Ten 
Thousand Villages).  I look forward to continuing my involvement with MCC in a new way going forward. 

 
Ingrid Schultz (MC) 
 MCC has been an important part of my story. My mother’s family received help from MCC in 
the Ukraine and Germany.  After graduating from UBC I served in MCC Bolivia for seven years, 
my first term as a teacher and my second term as a Regional Coordinator. In between those 
terms I worked four years in the Personnel Department of MCC Canada. My work with rural 
churches in Bolivia got me thinking about seminary. I attended the Associated (Anabaptist) 
Mennonite Seminary, doing my final year of studies in Chicago through the Seminary 
Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education (SCUPE). I was a pastor of a Hispanic Mennonite 
Church in Chicago for seven years, then pastor of the First United Mennonite Church in 

Vancouver for 13 years.   As a pastor in Vancouver, I was grateful for the way MCC partnered with our churches in welcoming 
newcomers and supporting people recovering from addictions. In the past 10 years as chaplain at Menno Place, I’ve had 
the privilege of mentoring IVEPers who come to serve in the name of Christ. I am a member of Emmanuel Mennonite and 
MCBC and am thankful for their strong support of MCC. 

 

James Toews (MB) 
I am the pastor of Neighborhood MB Church in Nanaimo. Our family moved here in 1987 and 
in those years, 11 grandchildren have been added to the three children I came here with. We 
have come to deeply love this town and are blessed with a small, but warm and active church 
family. I grew up in Abbotsford in the heart of the Mennonite world, into a family that has 
been integrally involved with MCC from its very beginnings. My children are part of a 
generation that does not know MCC the way I did. Part of the passion I bring with me is finding 
ways to articulate and live the mission of MCC as it moves ever farther from its historic roots 
but ever towards the Kingdom mandate to be salt and light. 
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Gerry Grunau (MC) 
Spending time at MCC fits in with my interests in social justice and aboriginal relationships 
and is a natural extension of the issues that concern Langley Mennonite Church where we 
have attended for 21 years. Previously, we spent 20 years in Winnipeg (Charleswood 
Mennonite Church) and I grew up in Vancouver attending Mountainview Mennonite Church. 
Jane and I currently live in Abbotsford. We have a married son with two grandchildren, a 
daughter living in Vancouver and one married son living in Winnipeg. I have recently decided 
to move on to other challenges after 36 years working in civil engineering and managerial 
positions in the Federal government, primarily with the Department of Indian Affairs. I am 

involved in various organizational committees including the MCBC Finance Committee and Leadership Board.  

 
Phoebe Cheung (MB) 
Phoebe Cheung is a Professional Engineer with over 20 years of experience in managing and 
delivering transportation projects in BC and Canada. She brings a wealth of capital project 
experience from both public and private sectors, having worked at TransLink in the past eight 
years, and before that in engineering consulting with SNC-Lavalin Inc. She has led and 
participated in complex, multi-disciplinary project teams in all project stages from planning, 
design, procurement to implementation. Phoebe was raised in Catholic schools in Macau where 
she spent most of her childhood years in a bi-cultural Cantonese and Portuguese environment. 
She came to Christ in senior high school after coming to Vancouver, BC as an international 
student. While she has attended Christian churches of different denominations over the years 

(in BC, Hong Kong and Thailand), she feels the most spiritual connection with the Mennonite Brethren 
community. Phoebe joined the MCC BC Board of Directors in October 2019. She is a member of the Killarney Park 
Mennonite Brethren Church. Phoebe and Lawrence live with their two children, Erin and Wesley, in North Burnaby. 
 
 

Orlando Schmidt (MB) 

I was born and raised on a dairy farm in Abbotsford, BC. After my parents sold the farm when I 
was a teenager, I ended up in biblical studies at Briercrest Bible College for 3 years and then 
studied towards a degree in agriculture from UBC in Vancouver. In 1990, I married Vivian 
(Klassen) and we began our journey together. Since getting married, I have spent my entire 
career working in the field of agriculture. A highlight was our 4-year term of service with MCC 
in northeastern Brazil from 1997-2001 where I supported agricultural development initiatives 
and Vivian supported several education projects in a rural community in the State of 
Pernambuco. Since returning to Canada, I worked for nearly 16 years as a soil specialist, then 
regional manager with the BC Ministry of Agriculture. For the past 4 years, I have worked as 

Agriculture Manager for the Bank of Montreal where I use my industry knowledge and connections to support the work of 
our BC Agriculture Team. Vivian currently works part-time as a sewing teacher at MEI Middle and teaches private piano 
lessons at home. We have 3 adult children along with a daughter-in-law and son-in-law but so far, no grandchildren. Our 
connections with MCC in BC have been primarily through the annual relief sale in Abbotsford and the cyclathon. In 2019, 
our family cycled across Canada raising funds for the Canadian Foodgrains Bank in support of MCC. We are active 
members of The Life Centre (MB) church in Abbotsford. 
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Randy Redekop (MC) 
I am married to Val with three married daughters and one grandchild. I own and have run a 
development/construction business for the past thirty years. Am a member of Emmanuel 
Mennonite Church with previous board experience serving on the Columbia Bible College 
Board. I have volunteered in the past with organizations linked to MCC, such as Mennonite 
Disaster Service and M2W2. My grandparents were assisted by MCC when they were refugees 
at the end of WW2 and our family has always been supportive of MCC. My mother continues to 
volunteer at the Clearbrook store to this day. Part of the reason I have interest in participating 
on the MCC BC Board is to gain a better understanding of how MCC makes an impact on the 
community and the world with the dollars we are entrusted with by our donors. 
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MCC BC AGM 2022 
Nominating Committee Report 

 
MCC BC Bylaws allow for up to 16 Board positions: 5 Mennonite Brethren nominated positions; 5 
Mennonite Church nominated positions; 2 other Mennonite Conference nominated positions; and 4 
Members-at-large positions nominated by the MCC BC Board.  Board members can serve three 
consecutive 3 year terms, after which, they must step down for one year before being eligible for re-
election. A partial term (less than 3 years) does not apply as one of the 3 consecutive terms.   
 
Up for Re-election:  yellow highlight   Up for Election  green highlight 

 
MB – Mennonite Brethren, nominated by the BCMB Conference  
MC – Mennonite Church, nominated by the MCBC Conference 
MAL – Member at Large, nominated directly by MCC BC 
 
Note * eligible for a 4th term because of serving a concurrent term on the MCC Canada Board 
 
Current MCC BC Board Executive 
Chair – Peter Wolfe    Vice Chair – Karen Thiessen  
Treasurer – Sharon Zacharias  Secretary – Louise Larson 
 
MCC BC Nominating Committee 
Gerry Grunau (Committee Chair) and Peter Wolfe 
 

Current MCC BC Board Members 
Name  Conference  Term  Start End   

Gerry Grunau MC 3 2022 2025 Re-election 

Phoebe Cheung MB 2 2022 2025 Re-election 

Ingrid Schultz MC 3 2020 2023  
James Toews MB 3 2020 2023  
Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen MAL 2 2022 2025 Re-election   

Louise Larsen MB 2 2021 2024  

Sharon Zacharias MC 2 2021 2024  

Peter Wolfe MB 4* 2021 2024  
Randy Redekop MC 1 2021 2024  

Orlando Schmidt MB  1 2021 2024  

Nominations for Election 
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