
 
Dear Friends, 

On behalf of Grow Hope farmers, all of us at MCC and CFGB, and the people around the 
world who benefitted from Grow Hope last year, thank you for being a part of Grow Hope! 

Thanks to you, we had a record breaking season last year with our highest number of 
sponsored acres high crop yields and prices, and increasing support across Manitoba. 
Including matching funds, we were able to raise over $1 million for MCC’s food projects 
around the world!  

We’re grateful for your unprecedented support in 2017 as our attention was drawn to so many 
disasters and crises, including conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo), 
Hurricane Irma in Haiti and Cuba, and the Rohingya refugee crisis among others. Your gifts 
have brought hope and relief to people who have experienced devastation, displacement and 
hunger. 

People like Agnès Ntumba, who is among 1.4 million who have fled their homes in DR Congo. 
About one year ago, her village of Tshilundu Ndibunu had become the next place among 
many to be terrorized by ethnic and political violence. The fighting, begun in 2016 when a 
local militia group and national security forces clashed, has incited ongoing battles in the 
Kasai region. 

Together with her family and others from the village, Ntumba ran for the bush where they 
walked two days to reach safety. Now her family is staying in the Kabwela area with a host 
family because there are no formal camps for displaced people. With the additional nine from 
Ntumba’s family, 20 people live together. 

“We eat once a day. It is not enough,” Ntumba said when she spoke with MCC representative 
Mulanda Jimmy Juma recently. “We are suffering,” she added, speaking not just of her family 
but of the many displaced people in Kabwela.  

Mennonites in DR Congo, supported by MCC and other Anabaptist groups, are responding to 
the suffering of displaced people there this spring by distributing food packages of flour, 
beans, oil and salt that will feed 4,000 people for three months.  

Ntumba and her family were among recipients of the first distribution. She received food in 
the morning and her family was sitting in a circle, sharing a pot of beans that afternoon.  

“We are going to change how many times to eat,” Ntumba said. “We will be eating in the 
morning and evening too. Before we were eating once a day. We believe that our life will 
change with this aid.”  



 
Juma says many of these displaced families have never received assistance from humanitarian 
organizations and depend on other vulnerable people to survive. 

“This support is important because it helps to reduce exploitation and tension in the local 
communities. Having food gives dignity to displaced people,” he added. 

I want to thank you again for your generous support to Grow Hope. You became part of a 
movement of Manitobans that truly makes a big difference to people in need. 

We invite you to sign up again to continue making a tangible difference that brings hope and 
dignity to people like Agnès Ntumba. And thanks to those of you who have already been in 
touch to sponsor land this year!  

You can sign up to sponsor land again and find great Grow Hope resources to share with 
friends, family, your church community or colleagues at mccmb.ca/growhope or by calling us 
at 204-261-6381.  

We look forward to connecting with you throughout the growing season through field 
updates, stories about our food projects and later this summer over dinner at the harvest 
celebration! 

Grace and peace, 

 
Darryl Loewen 
Executive Director, MCC Manitoba 
 


