
 
Dear Friends, 

Thanks to those of you who joined us at the harvest celebration this month. We hope you 
found it a valuable time to connect and learn more about the farmers we partner with, the land 
and the ways that Grow Hope helps end hunger.  

Throughout the growing season we’ve 
shared about the difference your gifts 
make in the lives of people like Agnès 
Ntumba. We’ve introduced the farmers 
who joined us this season and 
reacquainted you with those who have 
returned. And this month, as the first of 
the Grow Hope crops are harvested, 
each farmer has taken time out of a 
busy schedule to share an update on the 
crops, i.e. your acres! 

Crystal Spring Colony harvested wheat 
for Grow Hope in early August. The 

designated wheat field produced a record yield of 90 bushels/acre. Farm manager Jerry 
Waldner says, “Once you put the [Grow Hope field] sign up, it seems to get the best yield.”  

Tiny Creek Farms, near Blumenort, harvested their designated canola field in mid-August. 
Bernie Brandt reports a good crop of canola with a yield of 45 bushels/acre. Bernie partners 
with a local honey producer and notes that bees increase the yield by up to 5 bushels/acre. 

Silverwinds Colony, near Sperling, harvested wheat for Grow Hope in mid-August. The yield 
was good for their area at 74 
bushels/acre and the crop presold. 

In Niverville, Artel Farms is growing 
soybeans, which will likely be 
harvested in early September due to 
the hot, dry conditions this summer. 
In the meantime, Grant Dyck shares of 
the ways soybeans are purposed: 
“Most soybeans are processed for 
their oil and protein to be used in the 
animal feed industry. A smaller 
percentage is processed for human 
consumption and made into products 

Summer Kleinsasser (5) and Chloe Waldner (8) watch the wheat harvest 
at Crystal Spring Colony. (MCC Photo/Matthew Sawatzky) 

Grant Dyck examines Artel Farms’ Grow Hope soybean field in early 
August. (MCC Photo/Matthew Sawatzky) 



 
including soy milk, soy flour, soy protein, tofu and many retail food products. Soybeans are 
also used in many non-food (industrial) products from astro turf, crayons to carpet, gum, 
candles, insulation and more.” 

In Altona, H & M Farms expects to harvest 
the Grow Hope pinto bean field in early 
September as well. Approximately half of H 
& M Farms’ pinto beans are sold prior to 
harvest and the balance priced between 
harvest and early spring. Kyle Friesen says 
Mexico supplies the main market for pinto 
beans, where they are used to make refried 
beans. The beans are shipped to a variety of 
countries though as they are a relatively 
economical source of protein. 

Near Rivers, Robert Stevenson anticipates 
harvesting the canola field next week. Crops are typically harvested about 2 weeks later in 
Westman than in Southeastern Manitoba. Robert expects a good harvest, saying, “Other than 
some excessive heat, our growing season has been perfect. This field has been zero tillage since 
1985 and in a year of somewhat limited moisture the zero tillage shone again.” 

A big thank you goes to all our farmers—particularly the ones mentioned here, for their 
tireless efforts and generosity, but also to each of you reading this update! Thanks to your 
support, the proceeds from all of these crops are going to multiply into hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to provide food around the world. 

We look forward to sharing more about the impact your farmland has in a fall update! 

Ed Barkman for MCC 

Ps. You can find Grow Hope church resources for the harvest season at 
http://mccmb.ca/growhope!  

Tiny Creek Farms’ canola field at harvest. (Photo courtesy of 
Bernie Brandt) 
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