
Say hello to this year’s Grow Hope farmers! 

Tiny Creek Farms is a mixed farm located near Blumenort, 
on the NE corner of Hwy 1 and Hwy 12. Together, owners 
Bernie and Audrey Brandt farm chickens, hogs and a variety 
of crops.

Bernie enjoys agricultural economics and loves to talk about 
what he’s learned in 40 years of farming. Bernie and Audrey 
are committing 40 acres of their corn field to Grow Hope this 
year. 

H & M Farms is a large family-owned farm based in 
Altona with fields stretching from the small town of 
Petersfield to Austin. 

Melvin Penner owns and operates the farm with 
the help of his nephew Kris Penner and son-in-law 
Kyle Friesen. Together they grow corn, beans, 
wheat and oats and they have committed 60 acres 
of their corn field to Grow Hope.

Silverwinds Colony is a Hutterite community of 
approximately 100 people near Sperling. Together, the 
community has committed up to 40 acres of canola to Grow 
Hope. 

Edward Wollman is the farm manager and he and his wife 
Rochelle have five children. The colony was established in 
1990 and is an offshoot of an older community near Anola. 
In addition to farming, the colony has a large welding/metal 
fabrication business.

Silverwinds has kindly offered to host this season’s Harvest 
Celebration in August! 

All farms are located in Manitoba.

Connecting urban donors with rural farmers to end global hunger.



Grant and Colleen Dyck own Artel Farms, located west of 
Niverville. Grant was the first Grow Hope farmer in 2015 and 
has been involved with growing projects for as long as he can 
remember. 

As a family farm, they grow wheat, oats, corn, soybeans, canola 
and sunflower. This year they’ve dedicated up to 160 acres of 
their corn field for Grow Hope sponsors. 

Colleen has her own business making and selling GORP energy 
bars that are sold all over North America. Both Grant and 
Colleen are very active in their community of Niverville and 
their church Southland Church in Steinbach.

Robert and Ellen Stevenson run a family farm near Rivers in 
the Westman area of Manitoba. They're the furthest west of 
the Grow Hope farmers and we are happy to have them join 
us! Together, they grow seed grain and run a commercial seed 
cleaning business. 

The Stevensons have committed 50 acres of their wheat field 
for Grow Hope this season. Robert is passionate about 
farming methods and crops that harmonize with local soil and 
weather conditions. 

Crystal Spring Colony is a Hutterite community located 
near Ste. Agathe. They have been involved with projects 
that shipped grain overseas for many years, and were eager 
partners when asked to join Grow Hope. According to Jerry 
Waldner, farm manager, “It’s what we believe in, and that’s one 
of God’s commands. To help the poor.” The community has 
committed 80 acres of their fields this year.

The Waldners graciously hosted last season’s Harvest 
Celebration at Crystal Spring Colony.

ASK A FARMER!
We want you, our donors, to feel connected with the farmers you’re supporting. Sometimes living in urban 
areas we don't know what it’s like for farmers who spend day after day on the field worrying about 
weather, ground conditions and more. That’s why we’re inviting you to send us your questions about 
farming. No question is too big or too small – we want to hear from you! 

Every month we’ll ask our farmers and their responses will be included in the next Grow Hope update. 
Just email us at manitoba@mccmb.ca or call Kendelle at 204-261-6381 with your question.




