
 
Dear Friends, 

Thank you for partnering with us this past growing season to help end hunger and bring hope 
to people around the world. Together, your gifts of land have been multiplied to raise as much 
as $825,000 to provide food relief and long-term food security where it’s needed most. Your 
generosity will have an incredible reach! 

Earlier this year, we shared about some of the ways your gifts provide relief, through the 
stories of Agnès Ntumba and Rahaf Abdo. And today, I’ll share the story of Sami Oram, a 
leader in rural communities of eastern India, where she supports the long-term food security of 
her neighbours. 

When Sami was about 16 years old, MCC’s local partner Disha came to her village with an 
offer to work with the residents, 
addressing long-term needs of 
food and education. Three years 
earlier, Sami’s father passed 
away and, as the oldest of her 
siblings, Sami recognized a 
responsibility to take care of her 
family. She thought she should 
quit school, but her family 
encouraged her to continue her 
education. So, Sami continued 
attending school and did 
construction work with her 
mother to support the family. 
She says, “Sometimes there was 
no money to buy rice or 
anything else, and we thought, What’s the use of living? Maybe it would it be easier if our 
family wasn’t here anymore.” 

When Disha came to her village, Sami attended all the education and training opportunities 
they offered. She was invited to work for them and was offered financial support to attend 
college. Sami’s neighbours began to recognize her as a leader in the community. She started to 
think about what she could do to make things better. “We had so much hunger and poverty 
and people were being exploited in so many ways,” she says. 

Today, as a field worker and community organizer, Sami supports Disha programming in four 
villages within her district. She supports women’s self-help groups through which women are 
granted loans to buy seeds or livestock to feed their families and earn income — and with her 
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own income she is now able to support her mother and sisters. Sami says, “Life is better now 
for people in my village… the entire village is family to me. My community and other 
communities have changed, and I helped with that.” 

Sami’s story with Disha and MCC 
has spanned approximately 18 years 
so far and she’s seen sustainable 
changes take place over that time. 
Thank you for your vital role in 
bringing hope, and empowerment, 
to people like Sami, alongside food 
security to communities where it’s 
needed most. 

2018 has been an exciting year for 
Grow Hope. We’re grateful for the 
addition of four new generous 
farmers; we’re thankful for a good 
harvest of six crops and the 

opportunity to celebrate the harvest with many of you at Crystal Spring Hutterite Colony; and 
we’re inspired by the passion each of you has to help end hunger. Your multiplied gifts will 
make a tangible difference! 

Thanks again for farming with us in 2018, and for growing hope with us for so many in need. 

Ed Barkman for MCC 

Ps. If you’re feeling inspired, consider donating “seed money” as a Christmas gift to get our 
first acres going in 2019! Call us at 1-888-622-6337 to make a donation to Grow Hope or 
donate online at mccmb.ca/growhope  
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