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Teacher in Iraq
name: Nathan Hershberger

Hometown: Harrisonburg, Va. (Com-
mun ity Mennonite Church)

Assignment: I teach English at three 
church institutions in Erbil, Iraq: a 
seminary, a church centre for people 
displaced from other parts of Iraq and 
a private high school.

Typical day: Most mornings I plan 
lessons or tutor students at the high 
school. In the afternoons and evenings, 
I teach English classes at St. Peter’s sem-
inary or Mar Elia Church, which hosts 
about 170 displaced families from the 
area around Mosul.

Joys: It is a great joy to feel like I 
can contribute something — teaching 
English — that many people here want. 
It is an even greater joy to develop 
friendships with students and col-

leagues here and feel like my presence 
is  valued  and  affirmed  for who  I  am, 
not just what I can do. A good day is a 
day when I connect with people. I also 
love the food. (See this story online at 
mcccanada.ca/acommonplace to read 
more about Nathan’s experiences.)

Challenge: Being with people who 
have suffered incredible hardship and 
feeling unable to do much about it. 
How do you respond when someone 
tells you they’ve lost their family, their 
home, their career? Anything you can 
say is going to feel like not enough, inad-
equate to the depths of the suffering. 
And every conversation reminds me that 
all my needs are taken care of and I have 
a safety net a continent wide ready to 
pick me up if I fall. That creates a lot of 
anxiety to do more for the people here 
who don’t have those benefits. A bad day 
is when I feel like I’m not contributing 
or connecting with anyone.

Find your place
MCC has workers in Africa, Asia, 
europe, latin America and the Middle 
east, as well as in Canada and the u.s.

go to serve.mcccanada.ca, contact 
your nearest MCC office or follow 
@servemcc on twitter to learn about 
current service opportunities.

MCC workers are expected to exhibit a 
commitment to Christian faith, active 
church membership and biblical 
peacemaking.
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“Anything you can say is 
going to feel like not enough, 
inadequate to the depths of 
the suffering.” 
nAthAn hershBerger

on assignment 

nathan hershberger (back row, third from 
right) stands with students in his english 
class at st. Peter’s seminary in erbil, iraq.

My name is David Bironoka.

Age: 10

Lives in: Mubimbi Camp, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo

One of my favourite things to do is to play soccer with 
the other boys in the camp. I’m also happy whenever my 

mother works, so she can buy food for us. Sometimes 
there is food for breakfast; sometimes there is not. My 

family is lucky because my father raises goats. Most fam-
ilies in camp cannot afford to raise animals.

I have three younger brothers and one sister. I help take care of 
them, and I wash dishes. In our thatch home, four of us sleep on 
one mattress. The baby sleeps with my mom and dad. When it 
rains, water leaks in.

MCC’s Global Family program pays my school fees and gives me 
school supplies each year. In my fourth grade class, we have 54 
students. I grew up speaking Swahili, but now I know French too. 
Every morning, the whole school starts the day with singing. I 
really like to sing. (Hear David sing — mcccanada.ca/hello)

My favourite food: rice and beans

My favourite subject: reading

What I want to be: doctor
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Build your shelter here.

Draw a shelter
At Mubimbi Camp, families build shelters out 
of materials they find nearby. How would you 
build a shelter out of these objects?

jambo 
(Say “JAHM-bo”)

Congo 
How do you say hello in Swahili?

David Bironoka (red) plays 
soccer with Toina Response 
at Mubimbi Camp.


