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Learn how your support for MCC makes an impact
Debendra Pujari
demonstrates how he
collects water from the
new irrigation system
installed by MCC partner
ISARA. (MCC photo/
Pabitra Paramanya)

Increasing access to water in India
Thank you for joining with us this year to support
MCC’s work of providing for basic human needs
and working for peace and justice. Whether you
sponsored a cyclist, supported a SALT participant,
or donated to a specific country or focus area, you
made a difference! We want you to know that your
support has an impact and hope you are inspired
by these stories. The first is about the Pujari
family in India. Their story is just one example of
how your gifts help people in many places.

“And you see, we
do not have to
buy vegetables for
the family and we
have diversified
food.”

Debendra, Santoshi and their threeyear-old daughter Vanita live in the
village of Batasahi in eastern India.
Collected rain water during the
monsoon season allowed Debendra to
grow millet and corn for a few
months, but water scarcity in the dry
season made it necessary to seek
additional income.

The Pujaris used to spend five to six hours daily
gathering water. Debendra said, “The road which
connects our village up to the stream site is
poorly constructed and bushy. Several injury
incidents happened in past years. Besides this,
waterborne diseases are common.”

When MCC partner ISARA (Institute of Social
Action and Research Activities) installed an irrigation system that diverts a portion of the water from
a local stream, residents of Batasahi gained access
to irrigation throughout the year. The Pujaris can
now produce three vegetable crops per year in their
small backyard plot instead of just one and are
growing enough vegetables to feed their family and
to sell at the local market. “And you see, we do not
have to buy vegetables for the family and we have
diversified food,” says Santoshi.
Not only has their backyard garden blossomed with
this new access to water, but this year for the first
time the Pujaris were able to plant seedlings in previously unusable land. They are an encouragement
for other farmers who find agriculture difficult and
unprofitable.
Another farmer named Basudeb Bada Raita notes
the importance of support from MCC and ISARA.
“Earlier, no one was there who could guide us,” he
says. But through regular visits, “we became close
friends with ISARA and MCC staff; we could share
our happiness as well as sadness.” Thank you!

Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ

(MCC photo/Paul Shetler Fast)

Serving the whole person

Rosemonde Joseph receives a relief kit and comforter
as part of an MCC distribution in response to fire in the
Boulard neighbourhood of Port-au-Prince.

When a fire tore through the Boulard neighbourhood of Port-au-Prince last
October, it was all Rosemonde Joseph could do to save herself and her 11-yearold daughter Harraza. Harraza was weakened by sickness, so her mother carried
her through the narrow winding walkways of the neighbourhood to safety.
“We nearly died,” Rosemonde says. “I almost couldn’t carry her. We lost everything…thanks to God we are alive.” MCC responded to the 49 people, including
27 children, who lost their homes that day by giving them relief kits, water
treatment tablets and comforters handmade by MCC supporters. But even when
immediate, physical assistance is available, deeper psychological scars and
trauma often go unaddressed.

(MCC photo/Paul Shetler Fast)

Rosemonde has observed the effect the fire continues to have on her daughter.
Restlessness and nightmares keep Harraza awake at night. “She can’t go to
school; she can’t stop thinking about that fire,” Rosemonde says. “She’s lost
her memory, can’t think well.”

Residents of the Boulard neighbourhood of Port-auPrince, Haiti, fled down narrow passages like these to
escape a raging fire that destroyed many homes in the
area in late October 2017.

In response to persistent and unaddressed mental health needs in Haiti, MCC
is partnering with Zanmi Lasante, the Haitian branch of Partners in Health, to
expand mental health care to communities across Haiti. This project aims to
provide treatment to those suffering from trauma so that people like Harraza can
receive effective treatment for their emotional pain.
Dr. Peter Desameau, a psychologist with the project, observes, “Without mental
health services, our health care is like a stool with two legs…you can prop it
up with a rock, but it is unbalanced and weak.” He believes that it is crucial to
“serve the whole person” so those experiencing trauma are able to “live full
lives again.” As a Haitian proverb says: “Tout moun se moun” — all people are
people and equally deserving of care and compassion.

How you helped this year

24,530 relief kits were shipped

27,330

people trained in
peacebuilding or mediation

325

Stats are from April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018.

78,280

people attended improved
hygiene awareness sessions

39,980

homes were built or
repaired

children participated in
formal K-12 education

63,840

4,900

comforters were shipped
overseas

kitchen gardens planted

— Susan Waka

How you helped this year

Mats’epo Qhelane hosts
MCC visitors and staff
from MCC partner
Growingthe
Nations
Trustto
Your gift helped people in 20 countries around
world
(GNT) at her farm in
improve their access to water and hygeine.
Ha Makhakhe, Lesotho.
(MCC photo/Brenda
Our current priorities include increasing support
for projBurkholder)

ects that respond to climate change through:
• conservation agriculture
• water preservation

In Zambia, local leaders are being trained in conservation
agriculture to encourage and support farmers.

(MCC Photo/Matthew Sawatzky)

In Yater, Lebanon, Zamzam Ahmad benefits from a new underground water system constructed through an MCC-supported project with partner Development for People and Nature Association.
The old water system was a patchwork of water hoses strung from
pole to pole alongside electrical wires, meant to be temporary.

In Colombia, cacao producers are practising chemical-free
pest control to preserve water sources from run-off.
In Chad, water pumps in returnee camps are being repaired
and bleach is being supplied for sanitizing cooking equipment.
We also continue to emphasize preventative health strategies using clean water and sanitation.
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“There is

All of this is possible because of you. Thank you.

When she retired as an elementary school science
teacher, she had a basic knowledge of agriculture science. Mats’epo had lost hope that her small rocky plot
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Rebuilding pipes

GNT staff identified Mats’epo as a potential lead farmer
when they observed her natural ability to lead and
interact with other farmers and her good standing in
the community. Lead farmers are expected to lead by

To encourage young people to engage in CA, resident
students are also selected to participate in the training
workshops. The blend of young and older farmers
exchanging ideas and working alongside one another
is meaningful for all involved.
A 30-year-old farmer named Maseko Jobere put the
training to use and is won over by the results. Maseko
is able to support his family from farming alone, and
says it is a good source of income that is generated
relatively quickly and regularly. He tells his peers about
his success, hoping that other young people will give
farming a chance. Maseko affirms, “There is life in CA,
therefore I will continue farming this way.” Thanks to
you, young people are finding the value in farming.

life in CA,
therefore
I will
continue
farming
this way.”

— Maseko
Jobere

Rebuilding in Iraq
Eighteen-year-old Saad Majeed Ramadan leans on his shovel in the hot
summer sun. He is one of 20 men in Dubardan, Iraq, who are receiving
cash-for-work employment to construct the village’s new water network.
With support from MCC’s account at Canadian Foodgrains Bank, ZSVP
(Zakho Small Villages Project) is promoting livelihoods for families who
are returning to their homes in small towns and villages of Iraq’s Ninewa
governorate, which they fled in 2014 when the Islamic State group (also
known as ISIS) invaded the area. (Photo courtesy of Joel Carillet)

Thank you for spreading hope with MCC
Children at an orphanage
in the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK,
also known as North Korea)
are served a lunch including
canned meat sent by MCC.
The canned meat is usually
served as part of a soup
with vegetables, especially
cabbage. The juice from the
cans is used to flavour the
soup while the canned meat
provides an easily digestible form of protein for the
children.
Directors report that turkey
is a favourite because it is
tasty and a chance for the
children to try something
new. (MCC photo/Jennifer
Deibert)
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