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What is generosity?

These are just two examples of ways to be generous. Here are some more ideas. How many do you think 
you can do? Check them off when you do them.

p Read a book to someone.

p Let someone go ahead of you in line.

p Make a snack or bake a treat for someone. 
(Be sure to get an adult’s help for this one.)

p Send a note or card to someone. 

p Make a homemade gift for someone.

p See if you have any books you no longer read. 
Give them to a friend or donate them to an MCC 
Thrift shop.

You see your neighbour out
in their yard. They are raking

up leaves.

Your neighbour looks tired
and there are still lots

of leaves left.

How could you be generous?

Your classmate is sitting next
to you in class.

They can’t do their work
 because they don’t have 

a pencil.

How could you be generous?

 Look 
Look at the people in 
your life to see who might 
need kindness and love.

 Think 
Think of what challenges 
they could be facing and 
how you can be generous.

 Give 
Give some of your time, a gift
or some money, whatever 
makes the most sense.

Generosity is giving because you want to, not because you 
must. Generosity can be an unexpected gift to the person who 
recieves it. It’s a way to show kindness and love to
people around you. 

To practice being
generous, you can
follow these three
steps:
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Why is generosity important?

Who can you be generous to?
Your family Your community The world

It’s often easier to be generous to people close to you. You see them often, so you know how best to be 
generous to them.

But everyone needs generosity! Even people in other places around the world. It’s hard to know how you 
can be generous to someone who lives far away from you.

One way you can show generosity to people around the world is through MCC’s Christmas Giving. You 
can learn more about this on the next page. 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
2 Corinthians 9:7 (NRSV)

Generosity is important to Christians because of the example God sets for us. God gave Jesus to us, 
which is the best gift of all! When you are generous, you are following God’s example.

It’s important to give generously even if you don’t receive anything back. Showing kindness and love to 
others is a joyful thing.
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Brood of chicks

Chickens provide 
eggs and meat for 
families. They can 
also be sold for 
extra money.

Goats

Goats are easy to 
raise, even in small 
spaces. Families can 
drink or sell the milk 
as needed.

Books for young 
readers

Books in local 
languages help 
young readers learn 
to read and enjoy 
the adventures in 
stories.

You can learn even more about the gift of books for young readers on the next page.

If you buy one of these MCC Christmas Giving gifts, you can use the colourable cards 
at the end of this booklet. Decorate the card and give it to someone you care about 
to let them know you have chosen a gift in their name.

To purchase these gifts, visit 
mcccanada.ca/christmas-generosity.

Mosquito nets

Mosquito nets help 
kids stay healthy. 
They prevent 
mosquito bites that 
cause malaria.

$13

$65

$9

$15

MCC
Christmas Giving
MCC’s Christmas Giving guide is a group of gifts that help people 
around the world. You can choose a gift from the guide to help 
someone in need. Here are a few of the gifts you can choose. 
Which one do you want to give?
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Do you like to read? Reading is important, both for fun 
and for practical things. You need to be able to read to 
enjoy a story or to follow instructions. But what would 
reading be like if you couldn’t understand the language?

Try to read the following words. They are written in 
Chtonga, a local language from Zambia.

Here are the same words in English:

In some places in the world, kids don’t have books in their own language. That’s what it was like for 
Elizabeth Muleya. She is 10 years old and is in Grade 4 at Nahumba Primary School in Zambia. 

Before, she didn’t have books in her local language. That made it hard to read or do homework.

But thanks to someone generous like you, Elizabeth received books written in Chitonga. Now she enjoys 
reading stories in her local language. 

“The books have made our reading interesting because we imitate some characters in the stories,” she 
says.

Elizabeth hopes to become a nurse when she grows up and finishes her education. This is a 
dream made possible by generous people like you.

Books for young readers are one of the gifts you 
can give through MCC’s Christmas Giving.

“Sena mulakonzya kubala kaambo aaka? 
Cilasyupa kubala kuti kamutauzyi mulaka. 
Ncuubauba kubala kuti kamuuzyi mulaka.”

“Can you read this sentence? It’s hard to read if you don’t know the language. 
It is much easier to read if you know the language.”

How do books in 
a local language 
make a difference?
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Step
1

Step
2

Step
3

Step
4

Step
5

Step
6

Step
7

Step
8

Cut out the template on the next page or find a square piece of 
paper. Colour any designs you want on the paper before you start 
folding. Place it like the picture. 

Fold the bottom corner up to the top corner, creating a triangle.

Fold the top corner down to the opposite side. Make sure to only 
fold one layer for this step.

Fold both layers of the bottom left corner up to the top corner.

Take the piece you just folded in the last step and fold it down into 
the pocket beneath it.

Fold both layers of the bottom right corner up to the top corner.

Take the piece you just folded in the last step and fold it down into 
the pocket beneath it.

That’s it! You’re done. You can use the bookmark for yourself or 
give it away. You can also put it in a book you no longer read. Then 
give the book and the new bookmark together as a gift. 

Make your own bookmark
Follow these steps to make your own bookmark. When you use this bookmark, you 
can remember how your generosity makes a difference for others. You can use the 
template on the next page or any square piece of paper. 
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    MerryMerry
Christmas!Christmas!



To:___________

I chose this goat
for you!

Goats are easy to raise, 
even in small spaces. 
Families can drink or sell 
the milk as needed.

Through this MCC gift, 
you are increasing 
opportunities for families 
around the world.

From:___________



    MerryMerry
Christmas!Christmas!



To:___________

I chose this brood of 
chicks for you!

Chickens provide eggs 
and meat for families. They 
can also be sold for extra 
income.

Through this MCC gift, 
you are increasing 
opportunities for families 
around the world.

From:___________



PUPULLAIMALI

AIMALI
CCHIHITTOONNGGAA
BBUKU
BBUKU33

    MerryMerry
Christmas!Christmas!



To:___________

I chose these children’s 
books for you!

Books in local languages 
help young readers learn 
to read and enjoy the 
adventures in stories.

Through this MCC gift 
you are providing new 
opportunities for children 
around the world.

From:___________



    MerryMerry
Christmas!Christmas!



To:___________

I chose this mosquito net 
for you!

Mosquito nets help kids 
stay healthy. They prevent 
mosquito bites that cause 
malaria.

Through this MCC gift, 
you are keeping families 
healthy around the world.

From:___________


