
 
 
CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
May 23, 2019 at Days Inn Conference Centre in Winkler 
 
Aulahaunt Gesund en Secha – Promotion of All Around Health and Safety 
 
The Low German Mennonite Networking Conference for Service Providers is presented by MCC 
Manitoba as an opportunity to explore the cultural practices, perceptions and values that distinguish 
this traditional Mennonite group from others. This conference is particularly helpful for service 
providers to understand the religious and cultural implications of working with Low German speaking 
populations. 
 
The conference is organized into three workshops with two coffee breaks and an option for a catered 
lunch. Registrants will also experience “Living Library” sessions which provide an opportunity to hear 
personal stories from our Low German Mennonite friends and neighbours. This type of oral 
storytelling provides a voice for those who often don’t have one in more formal means of 
communication.  

At registration you will be informed of which two of four storytellers you will hear in two separate 
Living Library sessions. You will hear firsthand stories of life in the Colony, migration and 
resettlement, and experiences in Canada as they moved towards living healthier and safer lives. 

 



WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS AND PRESENTER BIOS 

 
Keynote Address 

“The Mennonites of Southern Manitoba: Situating the Low 
German Mennonite Experience” presented by John J. Friesen, 
PhD. 

Dr. Friesen’s presentation will help lay the foundation for the 
conference by contextualizing the experiences of Low German 
Mennonites migrating from Latin America within the broader 
framework of the Mennonite family in southern Manitoba. He will 
touch on the Mennonite’s historical and social context in Mexico 
and southern Manitoba and how the health and welfare of 
community members intersects with religion and faith. 

John J. Friesen, born in Rosenfeld, is professor emeritus at Canadian Mennonite University in 
Winnipeg. He taught at CMU for 40 years in the areas of Mennonite and Hutterite history, 
peace studies and theology. 

 

Workshop 1 

“A Holistic Approach to Family Health” presented by 
Irene Marsch, a registered nurse and radio host of Health 
Talks with Nurse Irene. 
 
Learn how to help Low German Mennonite women 
seeking knowledge about general health, sexuality and 
reproduction by building trust through addressing spiritual 
health needs as well as emotional and mental health. 
 
Irene was born and lived the first 20 years of her life in 
Colony Fernheim, Chaco Paraguay. Now, she’s a retired 

RN who produces a Low German radio program and has written several Low German books 
under the titles My Body a Gift From God (Mien Kjarpa een Jeschenkj von Gott), God gives 
me the Privilege to be a Woman. (Gott jeft mie daut Väarajcht eene Fru to sennen), and a 
children's storybook, Have you Read? (Hast du aul jeläst?). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Workshop 2 
“Partnerships in Creating Safety” presented 
by Sally Marsolais, Support Network Facilitator, 
B.S.W., R.S.W. and Sharon Dueck, Caring Dad’s 
Facilitator and In-Home Support Worker. 
 
Discover the strengths and challenges of building 
partnerships and creating safety with Low German 
Mennonite families.  
 
Both Sally and Sharon have a wealth of experience 
working with families and helping them build safe and 
healthy relationships.  

 
Sharon has more than five years-experience teaching children English as a second language and an 
as In-Home Support Worker. Sally has worked in a variety of roles from inner city and rural youth 
ministry, settlement and employment work, as an In-Home Support Worker, and now more recently 
has become a Support Network Facilitator for CFS. 
 
 
 
Workshop 3 
 
“The Landscape of Healthcare for Low German Mennonites in Mexico” presented 
by Dr. Franz Penner via Video Link. 

 
Via live feed from Cuauhtemoc, Chih, Mexico, Dr. Penner will help 
participants understand “where the Low German Mennonites are 
coming from” as to how they experience the healthcare system in 
Mexico. Learn about Seguro – public – and private healthcare, access 
to medicine, the interplay between the formal medical system and the 
lay Mennonite system of Doktasch, Trajchtmoakasch, and 
Tänendoktasch. 
 
Dr. Penner earned his medical degree from the University Autonoma 
of Guadalaja in Guadalajara City, Mexico. After working in the city of 
Chihuahua for one year, he moved back to his hometown 
Cuauhtemoc, Chihuahua to build his own clinic where he has been 
practicing as a family doctor for more than 37 years. Growing up, Dr. 

Penner spent many years in Manitoba where he met and married his wife Sara Rempel before 
moving back to Mexico to pursue his medical degree.  
 
 
 
 
 



Workshop 4 
 

“Promoting Public Health Among Low 
German Mennonites” presented by Charlotte 
Klassen, R.N. and Helene Wiens, R.N. 
 
Have you ever wished you could offer your Low 
German Mennonite clients an easier access point to 
health care? In this workshop you’ll learn how you can 
work together with PHN’s and other health care 
professionals toward bringing optimal health, equity of 
opportunity and empowerment to our mutual Low 
German Mennonite clients. 
 

Helene and Charlotte are both PHNs at Boundary Trails Health Centre and much of their work has 
focused on building relationships with the Low German Mennonites in southern Manitoba through 
prenatal, postpartum visits in people’s homes and regular healthy child visits in their offices.  
 
 
 
Workshop 5 

 
Part 1 - “Becoming Open-Minded: Texting and Literacy 
among Low German Mennonites” presented by Christine 
Kampen Robinson, PhD. 

In the first part of this workshop, you’ll learn about Low German 
Mennonites’ attitudes toward language and literacy using the example of 
texting practices. Learn why knowing more about texting habits can 
encourage better communication and understanding between Low 
German Mennonites and service providers.  

Christine is the Assistant Professor of Social Science and Practicum at 
Canadian Mennonite University and the editor of Die Mennonitische Post’s Das Blatt für Kinder, a 
German language magazine for children. 

Part 2 – “What’s Up with WhatsApp? – 
Using Social Media in the Low German 
Mennonite Community” presented by Tina 
Fehr Kehler, MA and Linda Lozano. 

In the next part of this workshop, you will learn 
how Low German Mennonites are using other 
forms of social media to communicate, inform, 
and do business with each other. We will explore 



how service providers can use these platforms to enhance distribution of information.   

For over 13 years, Tina has been the Program Coordinator for MCC Manitoba’s Low German 
Mennonite Services. Linda is a self-employed businesswoman who uses technology like WhatsApp 
and YouTube to sell her products. 
 
 
Workshop 6 
 

“Old Colony Mennonite Education and Impacts on 
Healthy Living” presented by Robyn Sneath, PhD . 
 
Scholar and business owner, Robyn Sneath has been nominated 
for Canada’s Top 40 Under 40 and was recently named one of 
the top three small businesses in the province by the Manitoba 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 
In her workshop, you’ll come away with a better understanding of 
Old Colony Low German Mennonites educational practices and 
beliefs, and how these impact community attitudes towards 
healthy living. 
 

 
SCHEDULE 
*subject to change 
 

8:30 – 9:00 Registration (Come early to enjoy muffins and beverages!) 
9:00 – 10:00 Opening remarks and keynote address 

10:10 – 11:10 Workshop 1 – Pick up kringle in between workshops. 
11:20 – 12:20 Workshop 2 
12:30 – 1:15 Lunch  
1:20 – 1:40 Living Library Session 1 
1:45 – 2:45 Workshop 3 - Pick up schmuant küchen before Living Library 2. 
2:55 – 3:15 Living Library Session 2 
3:15 – 3:30 Last chance to visit resources table 
3:30 – 4:00 Wrap-up, closing address, evaluations and draw for door prizes 

 
Registrants can choose three of the potential six workshops to be scheduled into the 
workshop times. On the day of the conference you will receive a more detailed 
schedule with workshop and Living Library locations.   
 
Any questions?  
Contact Tena Klassen at 204-325-7907 or tenaklassen@mccmb.ca  

mailto:tenaklassen@mccmb.ca
mailto:tenaklassen@mccmb.ca


REGISTRATION 
Payment Options 
 

1. $60.00 includes traditional Mennonite baked goods and beverages for two breaks and an 
enchilada lunch prepared by George K. Catering. 

2. $45.00 includes traditional Mennonite baked goods and beverages for two breaks, no lunch. 
 
Please make cheques payable to: 
MCC Manitoba 
134 Plaza Drive 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
Cheque memo: LGM Networking Conference Registration 
 
*Note: Substitution of participants is permissible. Registrations will be accepted until the day of the 
event, walks-up are welcome but may not be entitled to option 1.  
 
Where to register 
 

1. Online at mccmb.ca/Events 
2. Or contact Tena Klassen at tenaklassen@mccmb.ca or 204-325-7907 (If you call and no one 

answers, please leave your registration information in our confidential voicemail. We will reply 
to confirm your registration.) 

 
Registration details 
 
When you register, please have the following information ready: 

• Name 
• Email address 
• Daytime phone number and alternate phone number 
• Mailing address 
• Name of organization, if any 
• Payment option 1 or 2 along with food allergies or dietary concerns 
• Your top three choices for workshops 

o Irene Marsch 
o Sally Marsolais and Sharon Dueck 
o Dr. Franz Penner 
o Charlotte Klassen and Helene Wiens 
o Christine Kampen Robinson, Tina Fehr Kehler and Linda Lozano 
o Robyn Sneath 
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