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MCC is a global, non-profit organization that strives to 
share God’s love and compassion for all in the name of 
Christ. For nearly 100 years, MCC has been committed to 
relationships with our local partners and churches, working 
for relief, development and peace.

Our vision is that communities worldwide would be in 
right relationship with God, one another and creation. 
MCC works in over 50 countries, but we believe that need 
knows no borders. Whether it is across the globe or in our 
own backyard, MCC BC is committed to meeting basic 
human needs and working for peace and justice.

Today in BC, we are working towards long-term 
solutions in the following areas:

Welcoming and supporting refugees

Pursuing restorative justice

Reducing and alleviating poverty

Service opportunities for the next generation

Antonio Lembranca and Thomas Gleichauf load a delivery truck at the MCC 
Centre Thrift Shop in Abbotsford (MCC photo/Luke Tilley)

Front Cover: Pastor Lee Kosa of Cedar Park Church and Elder Ruth Adams 
of Tssawwassen First Nation converse about their experience with MCC BC’s 
Indigenous Neighbours Program (MCC photo/Luke Tilley)

Because need knows
no borders



Refugee Sponsorship

For thousands of families every year, persecution, war 
and violence force them to give up what we often take for 
granted: peace, safety and security. For these families there 
is no choice – there is no option to return home. As they 
arrive on our doorstep as newcomers to Canada, they face 
incredible challenges.

Through refugee sponsorship with MCC BC, you can 
support these families, giving them the tools they need to 
thrive as they rebuild their lives.

Supporting Refugees

After Rena (pictured with her family) witnessed a bombing 
first-hand as she was bringing her kids to school, she knew 
she had to get her family out of Syria. Through the generosity 
of New Life Church in Abbotsford, her family has been able to 
begin their new life in Canada. “God bless everyone who 
is thinking of sponsoring families...” she says, “...and 
everyone who helps, all the little touches are making 
miracles.” (MCC photo/Luke Tilley)

Helping refugee familes 
rebuild their lives...



End Abuse
When the one you love abuses you, a part of you is 
lost. Dealing with the fear, confusion, embarrassment 
and anger can lead women into isolation and hope-
lessness. Through our women’s support groups, End 
Abuse brings women experiencing abuse out of isola-
tion, letting them experience healing and regain hope.

We also work to restore relationships; helping men who 
have abused their partners see that change is possible. 
Through support and accountability groups, we help 
participants learn healthier ways of being in relation-
ship.

Ultimately, End Abuse aims to reduce cases of abuse in 
our communities. In addition to our support groups, we 
are also working with our partners to help raise aware-
ness and help educate the public about abuse, how to 
recognize it, and the best ways to respond.

Restorative Justice

Bringing hope and healing 
to those impacted by abuse...

The “When Love Hurts” women’s support group is transformative for 
those who participate. Here’s what some of them had to say:

“I used to think I had to put up with stuff but today I know I don’t 
have to. I know what abuse is.”

“I’m more confident, and stronger to make decisions. I no longer 
need to mediate my family.”

“I’m WAY stronger and I know signs of abuse. I don’t think I’ll 
make the same mistakes.”

*Family pictured is representative. Program participants not shown for privacy reasons



Indigenous Neighbours

The legacy of hundreds of years of discrimination 
and abuse – including the experience of residential 
schools – have left deep scars in Indigenous com-
munities across Canada. The Truth and Recon-
ciliation commission invites us to participate with 
action toward restoring broken relationships with 
our Indigenous neighbours, but the first steps are 
often fraught with anxiety and difficulty.

As Christians, we recognize the injustices that 
were perpetuated against the Indigenous peoples 
of Canada, but don’t always know how to best 
respond. MCC’s Indigienous Neighbours program 
walks alongside churches and local Indigenous 
communities interested in starting down a path of 
reconciliation and restoration. We work to break 
down barriers, relieve anxieties and work toward 
respectful, healing and long-term relationships be-
tween churches and their Indigenous neighbours.

Inviting churches on a 
journey of restoration...

As Cedar Park Church explored what it means to be peacemakers 
with their neighbours in Tsawwassen First Nation they started to realize 
that they needed a guide, so they sought the help of MCC. Though the 
journey hasn’t been without its challenges, Pastor Lee Kosa (pictured 
right) and Edler Ruth Adams (pictured left) feel it’s been worth it. “This 
is the real work of peacemaking,” says Pastor Lee, “It’s hard 
work, but you can do it.” Elder Ruth emphasized, “Don’t be afraid 
to reach out, even if you might make mistakes. The real mistake 
is not getting together in the first place.” (MCC photo/Luke Tilley)

Restorative Justice



New Foundations

When newcomers arrive in Canada, the experience can 
be overwhelming. They must learn how to navigate ev-
eryday life in an unfamiliar country, with a different culture, 
different systems and different customs. For newcomers, 
finding their financial footing can be a challenge.

Through community-based support groups, the New 
Foundations program gives newcomers the opportuni-
ty to develop essential life skills like how to find a job in 
Canada, how to open a registered savings account or 
how to create a plan to meet savings goals. The New 
Foundations program is giving newcomer families the 
tools they need to thrive in Canada.

Poverty Reduction

Giving newcomers the 
tools they need to thrive...

Though Bijou (pictured above) had come to Canada from Congo 
several years ago, she still felt she was missing some skills to make 
it as a single parent. The financial literacy skills she learned through 
New Foundations were transformative. “If only I knew all of this was 
possible before!” she says. Through the New Foundations program, 
Bijou has been equipped with the knowledge and skills that she needs 
for her and her family to thrive. “Where there is a lack of knowl-
edge, there is no life, no hope,” she says, “This knowledge is my 
future.” (MCC photo/Luke Tilley)



Homelessness Prevention 
and Outreach Program

To experience a life of homelessness is to experience 
a life of rejection. As our homeless brothers and sisters 
struggle to get by, they must endure a life where it seems 
like every door is closed for them. MCC’s Homelessness 
Prevention and Outreach Program is working on the 
front lines of the homelessness crisis in the Fraser Valley, 
providing a holistic response to the issues that homeless 
individuals face every day.

We recognize these men and women as people 
first, not defined by their circumstances, but by their 
humanity. Through our rental assistance program, weekly 
community meals and partnerships with other local 
community services, we walk alongside our homeless 
neighbours in a journey toward wholeness, creating an 
environment of inclusion and community.

Poverty Reduction

Walking alongside our 
homeless neighbours... 

Yvonne (pictured right) has been coming to MCC’s Thursday night 
BBQ, called Meals and Friendship, for two years. She cherishes the 
opportunity to come as she is each week for a simple meal. “Most 
people don’t understand,” she explains, “we don’t want to end up 
homeless, we don’t want to be addicted...” MCC’s weekly BBQ 
gives her a place where she can just be herself. “It really gives me 
something to look forward to every week.” (MCC photo/Luke Tilley)



Service

Service Programs

We believe that the best way for young adults to get excit-
ed about the mission of MCC is to invite them along for the 
journey. MCC’s Service Worker Program provides opportu-
nities for young adults to experience the work of MCC first 
hand for terms of 1-2 years

While many organizations offer short-term volunteer oppor-
tunities, we believe that the longer terms offered through 
MCC’s programs encourages participants to start a life-
long journey of transformation, deepening their commit-
ment to service and their understanding of the world.

MCC offers service opportunities through 
the following programs:

• SALT –  Serving and Learning Together is a 1 year cross-cultural
service experience with an MCC partner overseas

• Seed – Seed is a 2 year peacebuilding program focused on learning
and service in a cohort context

• IVEP – The international Volunteer and Exchange program is a 1
year work and cultural exchange opportunity for Christian young adults
to work with MCC and our partners in Canada.

• Summerbridge – This program is an 8-12 week summer partner-
ship that enables Mennonite churches of varying ethnic backgrounds
to mentor and nurture Christian young adult servant leadership skills as
they respond to community needs.

Sovannara Yoeun is an IVEPer from Cambodia that served as a 
Chaplain Assistant at Menno Home from September 2016 to July 2017. 
“I have learnt how to serve people,” he says, “to share God’s 
love, to make pace with God, with myself and with others. And 
to learn that all people have value and need to be respected and 
know that real peace comes from God’s love.” 
(Menno Home photo/Amanda Dick) Beginning a lifelong commitment to 

relief, development and peace...



Partner with us
today . . .

Give
Your gift responds to urgent needs in our local community. It helps people 
to build more hopeful futures for their families and communities. Your gift 
changes lives where needed most and brings new opportunities to people 
in our province.

Serve
Our local programs provide excellent opportunities for both individuals 
and groups to get involved in the vision and mission of MCC BC, right 
in your own backyard. Please contact our local program office at 
localprograms@mccbc.ca to learn more about how you can get 
involved.

Pray
We appreciate your support in prayer as we meet basic human needs and 
work for peace and justice. Pray that those we serve would be blessed 
by our work and that the Lord would grant us wisdom and grace as we 
continue this good work.

Contact Us
For any inquiries about the work that MCC is doing in BC, or for more 
information about how you can get involved, please visit mccbc.ca/bc-
programs or contact our local program office.

MCC BC Local Programs
201 - 33933 Gladys Avenue
Abbotsford, BC
V2S 2E8
(604) 850-6639
localprograms@mccbc.ca
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