
Welcome to the Spring 
edition of the MCC Canada 
Low German Mennonite 
Programs newsletter. The end 
of May does seem late for a 

‘Spring’ newsletter, but then 
Spring was also late, at least in 

Winnipeg. I am grateful to all who 
contributed an article or a reflection to 

the newsletter. Look for updates on a number of 
initiatives, a reflection from Willmar and Hannah 
Harder as they complete their term in Bolivia, and 
a story from Bill Janzen about the teleconference he 
conducted with documentation workers. As well, 
you’ll find an article from Irene Teichroeb about 
the transition in Mexico, and reflections from John 
and Ruth Janzen about their recent marathon of 
school visits in Mexico. As always, please feel very 
free to respond with questions or comments, or 
suggestions about what should be included next 
time.

– James Schellenberg, MCC Canada  
Low German Program Coordinator

LGMP Review Update
The Low German Program review process is underway 
as I write this in April. By the time this newsletter goes to 
print in late May, our consultant, Linda Guenther, will have 
completed her review of all of the pertinent documents 
from the past five years. She will also have completed site 
visits and interviews in Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
and Alberta. In the month of June, she will be filtering and 
processing all of that information, and we are anticipating 
her final report by mid-July. We are very much looking 
forward to processing her observations and discussing 
their implications for MCC’s LGM programming. Though 
this is a retrospective review, looking back over the past 
five years, it will no doubt also give us a window into the 
future. You can expect to learn something about her report, 
and its implications for MCC’s Low German Mennonite 
programming, in the summer newsletter.

Networking Gathering in  
Mexico in September
It has been almost two years since the Advisory Committee 
for the Low German Program and representatives of all 
of the Low German programs met for networking and 
discussion. That last meeting took place in June of 2012 
here in Winnipeg. In between, there have been meetings 
of other groups. The Canadian Low German Program 
representatives met in Kitchener-Waterloo in June of 2013. 
There have been conference calls and discussions in other 
forums. But this whole group has not met face to face since 
June of 2012.

The original hope and plan was to have these meetings 
take place in Bolivia this time around. But with both 
Willmar and Hannah Harder, and Isbrand and Martha 
Hiebert completing their terms and leaving Bolivia this year 
(Willmar and Hannah in May and Isbrand and Martha in 
August), and the arrival of their replacements still tentative 
at this time, it was simply not practical to try to meet 
there. So we will be meeting in Mexico during the week 
of September 22, and I am very grateful to MCC and SIM 
staff there for their help with logistics and hosting. Look for 
more details in the summer newsletter.

Willmar and Hannah Harder’s 
thoughts on preparing to leave 
Bolivia...
How can we talk about all our highlights in Bolivia in just 
a few words? We arrived in April of 2010 with a family of 
three boys. We will leave Bolivia in May 2014 with a family 
of three boys and one girl. As we prepare to leave Bolivia, 
we think of the many people, places, and things we have 
experienced.

People: We reconnected with relatives in Colony Canadiense 
II. By living there for a few weeks (language study for 
Hannah), and attending family reunions, we have been 
blessed to know our family more. We have met MANY 
people who have visited Centro Menno and whom we 
have visited in the colony. The most vivid way we have 
experienced God´s presence in Bolivia is through the 
hospitality of others. We have been welcomed into the 
homes of many colonies. Thank you all for your warm 
Christian hospitality when we visited.
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The transition in Mexico... 
one year later
Irene Teichroeb

Warm greetings to all of you who have shown interest, have 
participated in, or have contributed to helping the Low 
German Program in Mexico grow and develop. A short 
reflection about the past year in which Servicios Integrales 
Menonitas AC has started to take increasing responsibility 
for the Low German Program here. There have been 
challenges, but also many highlights.

One highlight during the past months has been the 
distribution of the book kits for the schools. These we 
received from the Mennonitische Post. The teachers or 
in some cases the “Dorfschulze” who came to pick up 
the School Kits were amazed at the fine selection and the 
number of books that were in one box, and most of all 
that they could have the kit free for use in their school. All 
schools are battling with finances in one way or another, 
and this unexpected gift affirmed for the teachers that 
education is important and there are people interested in the 
work we do and also support that work. In some schools 
I had the privilege of delivering the School Kit myself; 
the excitement on the kids’ faces was priceless. A special 
appreciation to all the workers at MPost, and whoever 
came up with such a wonderful idea. In all, 101 Kits were 
given to schools in Casas Grandes, Durango, Zacatecas, 
Campeche and the different colonies in Cuauhtemoc area.

On a different note, I would also like to mention that we 
have a lot of new material—books (Spanish, English and 
German) DVDs and CDs—in our library and as soon as 
word got around many new readers came to use the library. 
Buying new books has awakened more interest in reading. 
We are also thankful that we found a distributor “Literatura 
Monte Sion” to buy Christian material in Spanish.

We also have many teachers who borrow books for their 
students since most schools around here do not have their 
own library.

Another great Project was the Health book for children. 
(See more about this in John Janzen’s article.) It was a joint 
project with “Luz en Mi Camino”. Also in April the board 
together with all the staff went to Durango & La Honda 
to have their meetings there, to hear about the different 
areas of work that are being done there, and get to know 
the colonies. Especially for the new staff, it was good to 
connect, hear the different reports and to feel they are a part 
of a bigger team.

There is also a building project! Casas Grandes is the only 
Resource Center where rent has been paid over the years. 
Since it is also the only one that is not on Colony land, the 
expenses for the rent have been high. In April 2014 a piece 
of land was purchased right in the center of Casas Grandes. 
The paperwork is in process and after that plans for the 
building will be made. It is an exciting project!

A shift in focus in Winkler
Tina Fehr Kehler

The LGM office in Winkler has shifted some of its focus to 
resourcing the social service sector in Manitoba. We have 
been requested by organizations like the child protection 
agencies to give presentations on LGM history, culture 
and religion. The goal is to help providers understand the 
context of the LGMs with whom they work. This will 
help them to think of more culturally appropriate ways to 
approach their work with them.

We have also been requested by members of the school 
board and executive to provide guidance around the 
education of LGM children. In the Winkler area, home-
schooling has doubled in the last year. One of the reasons 
is fear, resulting from misunderstanding of the new 
legislation regarding anti-bullying. Another reason is the 
new legislation requiring children go to school until the 
age of 18 rather than 16. School officials are concerned 
with the adequacy of the education that many receive when 
parents themselves have had a poor education. They are in 
the process of discerning ways of addressing this issue in 
culturally sensitive ways. 
 



Willmar and Hannah Harder and their children. Baby 
Maria’s dress was a gift from an Old Colony friend from  
the El Breal colony. 

Places: Bolivia is a country rich in many things to see. 
We visited at least 40 of the Mennonite colonies and 
communities in Bolivia, but now there are over 75 and we 
could not keep up! We also visited the many non-Mennonite 
sites of Bolivia—Lake Titicaca, Sucre, Cochabamba, Parque 
Madidi, Santiago de Chiquitos, and many more. Not only 
were the Mennonite people friendly, but so were Bolivian 
people. One place has received much of our energy. The 
Centro de Rehabilitación Guía de Paz has an important 
place in our hearts. After years of many meetings and hard 
work, it is good to see how God is helping people receive 
release from addiction. It is a place of hope for all the Low 
German speaking Mennonites of Bolivia.

Things: We learned new languages. Hannah learned two 
new languages—Plautdietsch & Spanish. Our children are 
blessed to be speaking a second language they did not speak 
before. We have eaten many different kinds of food.

Thank you to all the good people who are now part of 
our lives. You have shown us the love of Christ. Please 
continue to show this same love to your neighbors and the 
strangers that will continue to be part of your life. Until we 
meet again, we leave you with this blessing: Let the peace 
of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 
you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns 
and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. (Colossians 3:15-17)

Documentation issues 
teleconference
Bill Janzen

In mid-February Bill Janzen of Ottawa convened the 
annual telephone conference with documentation workers 
from various parts of Canada, the US, Mexico and South 
America. Each worker reports on the work they are doing 
and the questions or problems they face. Often those 
questions then get answered, at least to a degree, as other 
workers share their experiences and insights. Sometimes 
the discussion identifies problems that Bill then brings to 
officials in Ottawa. Usually 15 to 20 workers participate 
in these conferences which last from 90 to 120 minutes. 
Others ask for the detailed summary that Bill sends out 
later. All seem to appreciate this way of sharing information 
and connecting with one another.

This year Bill also reported on the changes that the 
government wants to make in the citizenship law. A few 
‘doors’ will be opened a little more widely but others will  
be narrowed.

In addition to convening these calls, Bill responds to many 
inquiries and assists people who received certificates of 
Canadian citizenship earlier but, without their knowledge, 
ceased to be citizens when they turned 28. Bill has a one-
day-per-week contract with MCCC for this work.

Members of the group from Mexico and other Learning 

Tour participants in Bolivia in March. 

SIM Board and Staff gather for meetings in Durango. 

Rolling out the Gesundheitsbuch 
in LGM schools in Mexico
John Janzen

Servicios Integrales Menonitas, MCC Mexico’s partner in 
the delivery of Low German programs, has developed a 
“Gesundheit” (Health) workbook for use in Low German-
speaking schools. John and Ruth Janzen from Winnipeg, 
who have been involved with MCCC and the Low German 
work in Mexico for many years, were invited to distribute 
this healthy living resource to schools and teachers for Low 
German-speaking students in Mexico. Their extensive travel 
of some 5,000 kilometres took them to Casas Grandes, 
Durango, La Honda and Cuauhtemoc during February  
and March.

Originally the Gesundheitskomitee in Mexico had printed 
5,000 copies for free distribution to schools but these 
were quickly gone, and another 5,000 copies were printed 
while the Janzens were in Mexico. A teacher’s edition to 
accompany the workbook has also been developed to 
provide an answer key and additional ideas for teaching 
healthy living to the students in the regular one room  
village schools.

This book originated from the long term plan of the 
Mennonite community leaders in Mexico to promote a 
healthy lifestyle, and represents a positive first step toward 
preventing an addictive lifestyle with alcohol, drugs and 
cigarettes. Early habits tend to be life-long ones. The targets 
for this curriculum are elementary Low German students 
and their parents, but a later project addressing teenagers 
will focus more specifically on alcohol, drugs and smoking.

This curriculum with a student workbook and a teacher’s 
manual was developed by the Gesundheitskomitee working 
with MCC Mexico. Damaris Schmucker, formerly working 
as a Project Manager in Casas Grandes together with 
her husband David, did most of the actual writing and 
compilation. Peter Enns, the Chair of the Board of Servicios 
Integrales Menonitas, also coordinated this special project 
with the help of his community committee, made up of the 
major denominational groups in Mexico.

The Janzens visited many schools and communities 
during their six week journey. More than 150 different 
presentations were made—sometimes in individual 
classrooms or schools, other times to groups of teachers, 
individual teachers, community leaders, or parents. 
The response was overwhelmingly positive even though 
for many schools this was the first time that any new 
curriculum or workbook was introduced. Copies of the 
German publication can be obtained at the MPost in 
Steinbach.


