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INDIGENOUS NEIGHBOURS
In Attawapiskat First Nation, 
50 single-parent or elder-led 
households received wagons 
that will aid in transporting 
heavy buckets of water from 
the community water depot to 
their homes. 

The first in a series of 
webinars focused on the 
spiritual and cultural 
importance of water and the 
necessity of access to clean, 
safe water in First Nation 
communities took place with 
over 100 attendees. 

REFUGEE
181 newcomers were welcomed 
to Ontario through the private 
sponsorship of refugees 
program.

118 groups were supported 
through their refugee 
sponsorship journey. 

LOW GERMAN
Over 300 service providers 
learned new skills allowing 
them to better engage with 
and serve the Low 
German-speaking community.

WALKING WITH PEOPLE IN 
POVERTY

39 Circle of Friends participants 
experienced inclusion and 
learned practical skills through 
meaningful activities and 
personal connections. 

17,095 cups of soup provided 
meaningful employment for 
seven individuals receiving 
Ontario Disability Support 
Program payments.
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EMERGENCY RELIEF 
More than 35,000 people have 
received emergency 
assistance, including food, 
hygiene and essential 
household items in the months 
following the Russian military 
invasion of Ukraine.

500 households affected by 
Cyclone Ana in the Chikwawa 
district of southern Malawi 
received emergency food relief.

DEVELOPMENT
5,351,318 trees, shrubs and 
grasses were planted in the 
watershed areas of the Amhara 
region of Ethiopia to transform 
3,700 acres of degraded land 
into usable farmland. 

2,878 individuals received 
health care, low-cost 
medication, vaccinations, 
health education and mental 
health services in Lebanon.

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
109 persons were supported as 
they transitioned back into 
community following 
incarceration.

1,225 persons received training 
in non-violent peacebuilding 
skills.
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THRIFT SHOPS

ONTARIO PROGRAMS
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MCC Thrift Shop volunteers in 
Ontario processed, cleaned 
and priced over three million 
items. 

An average of 8,250 items 
were purchased in MCC 
Ontario Thrift shops each day.

559 new individuals joined the 
MCC Ontario Thrift volunteer 
team in 2022.

INTERNATIONAL

45 countries
381 partners
496 projects

*as of July 2022

MATERIAL RESOURCES
6,250 dignity kits
31,650 relief kits
52,859 comforters
262,360 cans of meat
43,300 hygiene kits
73,819 school kits

Kits were shipped to Ethiopia, 
Jordan, USA, Syria, Cuba, 
Zambia, Guatemala, Haiti, Iraq, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Ukraine 
and within Canada.
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We walk toward reconciliation with Indigenous 
communities and alongside newcomers building 
a new life in Canada. We support those 
impacted by crime or facing the lived realities 
of poverty and homelessness. We work to build 
stronger and safer communities. 

Circle of Friends, Barry’s story
Barry was a sweet and considerate friend to the very end. 

When Barry first joined Circle of Friends (CoF) in March 
of 2022, Debora, the MCC Circle facilitator, found that 
although Barry had struggled with mental and physical 
health challenges and addiction, he was resilient and had 
a generous spirit. He actively found ways to make his life 
and his community fulfilling. “Here was a man who made a 
conscious choice to look outside of his own struggles and 
pain and care for others,” said Debora. She knew his Circle 
volunteers would enjoy their interactions with Barry.

As Barry’s Circle took shape, Barry was gentle and 
considerate of others, but he also liked to tease and have fun 
with everyone. He was an excellent pool player and enjoyed 
teaching and encouraging his new friends. Barry was 
especially interested in the lives of his Circle volunteers. He 
always asked for updates on their families and professional 
lives and was excited to meet every week. Warm, safe and 
caring relationships soon emerged. “It was both healing and 
impressive to observe the way Barry would show up, even on 
a hard and painful day, in order to connect with his Circle,” 
Debora reflects. “Everyone said their time with Barry was the 
highlight of their week.”

As the Circle continued to meet, it became apparent that 
Barry was experiencing significant health concerns. He went 
to the hospital regularly for tests. One day the volunteers 
and facilitator arrived to meet Barry only to discover he 

had been taken to the hospital the night before. Barry was 
diagnosed with an aggressive form of cancer during his 
hospital stay. 

Barry’s Circle of Friends stayed with him over the next 
month, creating a care package and continuing their 
Circle visits in the hospital. Barry’s charm and kindness 
won over hospital staff as well; when his Circle showed up 
to visit Barry, the nurses’ faces lit up as they shared their 
appreciation for Barry. Despite this, Barry did not have many 
people to be with him during this time and he wished more 
relationships in his past could have been reconciled. That 
made the small community of friends that his Circle formed 
all the more important in showing him that he was not alone. 
Always happy to see visitors, Barry kept his spirits up and 
continued to ask how others were doing and he expressed 
gratitude for their presence to the very end. His cancer 
progressed rapidly and Barry died in the hospital, but his 
story sings of resilience and hope. 

“We came to Barry’s Circle to give and yet we all received 
more than we gave,” says Debora. “The bond between us all 
was really special and authentic.”

Because of your generosity, Barry had friends by his side 
offering compassion and care during his final days.

*name has been changed for confidentiality
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In addition to 350 projects 
worldwide, with your support, 
MCC is actively engaged 
in making a difference in 
Ontario.

Thank you for partnering with 
MCC Ontario. Your gift supports 
numerous programs and initiatives 
which bring life-changing support 
to thousands of people – right in 
your own community. The impacts 
of your generosity are far-reaching.


