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You are the reason we smile
Faithful volunteers with MCC have been 
critical in its 100-year legacy bringing 
life-saving assistance to vulnerable places 
around the world. 

Volunteers like you are key to this 
endeavour! 

Today, comforters and relief kits filled with 
essential items like soap, toothbrushes, 
towels and band-aids are needed now more 
than ever to meet urgent needs and provide 
comfort and care to displaced people who 
are most impacted by the current pandemic.

Right before physical distancing measures 
were put in place in March, MCC partners 
(pictured above) distributed relief kits and 
comforters to Palestinian and Syrian refugees 
in Tyre, Lebanon.  
 
Families in low-income neighbourhoods 
were not only relieved to now have supplies 
that would keep them healthy, they 
were also comforted knowing there are 
compassionate people like you on the other 
side of the world who care so deeply.

Continues inside...

MCC Manitoba 
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3T 5K9

Have questions or want to learn more about MCC’s 
Material Resources work? 

Contact Sophia Bezoplenko or Gord Letkeman at 
204.261.6381 (Winnipeg) or 204.829.3005  

(Plum Coulee) or MaterialResources@mccmb.ca.

Lebanon response continued

Mennonite Central Committee

MCC is also providing humanitarian aid in Beirut, Lebanon after an explosion decimated 
parts of the city on August 4, 2020.  

“The needs are massive,” said Garry Mayhew, representative for MCC in Lebanon, Syria and 
Iraq. “From getting plastic on the windows and making repairs to the houses. COVID-19 is an 
even bigger risk than it was because so many people are gathering in the streets. People need 
hygiene. People need water, psychosocial care, reconstruction.”

MCC is responding by providing food for the most vulnerable people in the Karantina 
neighbourhood of Beirut through MCC’s local partner Popular Aid for Relief and 
Development (PARD). The two organizations have worked together throughout the Syrian 
refugee crisis to support education and provide food and psychosocial care for Syrian and 
Palestinian refugees and vulnerable Lebanese. 

Numerous organizations distributed food 
immediately after the explosion, but MCC will 
address the need that will still be there when 
they are gone, Mayhew said. 

Pictured right, Maya El Jundi, MCC project 
coordinator, surveys clean up efforts in the 
Beirut neighbourhood of Gemmayze.

You can read more about MCC’s response to 
the explosion in Beirut by visiting  
mccmb.ca/Stories.

Thank you for 
understanding as we find new 
ways to engage safely with our 

donors, volunteers and staff.

(MCC photo)
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Thank you for being 
a bright light! 
One hundred years ago, MCC was formed 
when a hurting community reached out 
for help, and faithful and generous people 
responded. Remembering that story of 
generosity and faithfulness, I know MCC will 
continue to offer hope during these difficult and 
unprecedented times. We are working hard to 
live up to this legacy —and we couldn’t do it 
without you.

As a comforter making group, you are a vital 
part of this ministry. Thank you for being a 
bright light for those facing darkness.

I know this year has been challenging. Your 
volunteer activity with MCC has likely been 
impacted by COVID-19. I have been touched 
by your unwavering compassion, even when 
physical distancing restrictions meant our 
volunteer community could not work alongside 
each other in the same space. 

From the bottom of my heart, thank you 
for your tireless service as a volunteer and 
supporter as part of the MCC family. As we 
commemorate our centennial year and reflect 
on the passion, commitment and generosity of 
so many volunteers whose efforts have brought 
us here, it is truly humbling. We continue to be 
grateful for your partnership in bringing help 
and hope to vulnerable and uprooted people 
here in Manitoba, and around the world.

Yours in Christ,
 

Darryl Loewen 
Executive Director, MCC Manitoba

Donations and material pick-ups must be 
booked by appointment between 9:30 am 
and 3 pm from Monday to Friday. 
 
At this time, we are unable to accept 
donations or facilitate fabric orders outside 
of these times at our MR Centres.

Pictured above, an MCC staff member 
(name withheld for security reasons) 
prepares to distribute COVID-19 hygiene 
kits to community members in Tyre, 
Lebanon. Recipients are residents of a 
low-income neighborhood, the majority 
of whom are Palestinian and Syrian 
refugees.

The kits are packed with sanitizing 
products essential to helping families 
keep themselves safe. COVID-19 hygiene 
kits are all the more critical in these areas 
where population numbers and living 
arrangements make social distancing 
difficult, and also where quality 
healthcare is limited or is not provided to 
refugees.

Read more about MCC’s response in 
Lebanon on the back page.

Appointment availability at the  
MR Centre in Winnipeg 

Donations and material pick-ups must 
be booked by appointment for Tuesday 
mornings between 9 am and 12 pm or 
Thursday afternoons between 1 and 3 pm. 

Appointment availability at the  
MR Centre in  Plum Coulee 

Changes to donation protocols and fabric orders at 
Material Resources Centres in Manitoba
It’s no surprise that our donation protocols have changed in order to meet provincial health 
guidelines and ensure a safe experience for donors and staff at our MR Centres in both 
Winnipeg and Plum Coulee. At this time, donations and fabric pick-ups are being faciliated 
by appointment only. Appointments can be scheduled by contacting your nearest MR Centre 
at 204-261-6381 (Winnipeg) or 204-829-3005 (Plum Coulee). See below for available times.

When scheduling your appointment, please identify:
• Quantity and type of donation to drop off (if relevant)
• Quantity of fiber fill and/or flannel to purchase (if relevant)
• Name and phone number of person dropping off or picking up
• Type of contactless drop-off/pick-up:
 •   Option A: MCC staff unloads or loads items from your vehicle
 •   Option B: You unload or load items from your vehicle 

Share your story 
 
MCC is made up of thousands of people 
like you who share their gifts in their 
home communities with those around 
the world. Each MCC experience is 
unique, made up of small moments that 
tell a large story. As MCC celebrates its 
centennial year, we would love to hear 
your story.  
 
Upload a photo or video with a short 
750-character description, or submit a 
text-only story. Then, browse through 
more stories from our MCC community! 
Visit mccmb.ca/Centennial/Share-Your-
Story for more information including 
content guidelines and a “how-to guide”. 
We look forward to learning more about 
your connection to MCC!
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What to do when you arrive at an MR 
Centre for a drop-off or pick-up 

• Wait in vehicle
• Call the number provided to you when     
 you made the appointment
• Follow all instructions from MCC staff  
 as  they assist you with your pick-up or  
 drop-off
• Wear a mask, if possible


