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Migration & Resettlement
Around the world people become displaced when they are forced 
to flee their homes because of conflict or violence. MCC walks with 
uprooted people around the world in a variety of ways, including: 
addressing the root causes of conflict and migration; supporting 
refugees and internally displaced people; informing Canadians 
about refugee policies and advocating for fair legislation; promoting 
refugee sponsorship and supporting churches through the process.

Advocacy corner 
For this year’s annual student 
seminar, the Ottawa Office collabo-
rated with MCC Canada’s National 
Migration and Resettlement Program 
Coordinator to carry out a two-and-
a-half day seminar entitled “Refuge. 
Asylum. Displacement. Canada’s 
Response.” Twenty-five university 
students from seven provinces 
explored government policy on ref-
ugees, identified current challenges, 
and discussed ideas about Canada’s 
role in refugee resettlement.

IVEP* profile 
Tandy Daka from 
Zambia served as 
a youth worker 
at the Edmonton 
Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers. When 
reflecting on the new 
perspectives she 
gained from being 

part of IVEP, Tandy says “I was so scared 
about someone attacking me because 
of my skin colour, but I found out I don’t 
have to be scared because we are all from 
somewhere. Since then, I’ve been able to 
move around and smile and greet people 
I’ve never met before. It’s all about putting 
yourself out there for people to get to know 
you for who you are.”
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Low German program
WINKLER, MB In Winkler, Tina Fehr Kehler works 
as MCC Manitoba’s Low German Mennonite pro-
gram coordinator, helping Low German-speaking 
people settle into life in Canada. 

For example, Fehr Kehler supported Lucy 
Hildebrand and her family as an interpreter and  
guide after they arrived in February 2013. She 
helped Hildebrand enrol in English classes, and 
when Hildebrand’s husband, Edward broke his 
thumb at work, Fehr Kehler helped with phone 

calls and paperwork. Hildebrand is full of praise for 
Fehr Kehler, “Tina helped me very much! I am very 
thankful for her.” 

This kind of communication is just a small part of 
Fehr Kehler’s role. She works to reduce the cultural 
divide in her geographic area by educating local ser-
vice providers about the history, religion and cul-
ture of Low German Mennonites. She also connects 
newly landed families with translation, health care 
and English classes.

From refugee to sponsor
CALGARY, AB In 1978, Nhung Tran-Davies’ 
mother, a widow, joined hundreds of thousands 
of people fleeing Vietnam. She packed herself 
and six children into the bottom of a boat in the 
midst of Vietnam’s stormy season. “She did sac-
rifice pretty much everything,” says Tran-Davies. 
“Put our lives on the line because she just had 
hope that we would find something better than 
what was there in Vietnam.” 

Nearly 40 years later, Tran-Davies is working 

through MCC Alberta’s refugee sponsorship 
program to bring two families to Canada from 
Syria. In Fiscal Year 2016, MCC (as a private 
sponsorship agreement holder with the Canadi-
an government) helped sponsor more than 1,800 
refugees across the country, and more are on the 
way. While most were from Syria, MCC works 
with churches and community groups to settle 
refugees from many conflict zones around the 
world, including DR Congo and Eritrea.

Highlights
1,822 people for whom MCC 
submitted refugee sponsorship 
applications 

217 groups (including churches, 
individuals, businesses and 
community groups) with whom 
MCC worked 

added 7 provincial staff in 
the area of migration and 
resettlement

Nhung Tran-Davies 
(right) and some 
of her friends are 
helping to sponsor 
two Syrian refugee 
families. Tran-Davies 
was a Vietnamese 
refugee who set-
tled in Canada in 
1979. (Photo/Peter 
Markowski)

Remas, 5, and 
her family (full 

names not used 
due to security 
concerns), who 

are displaced 
people from Syria, 

received MCC 
comforters and 

relief and school 
kits through MCC 

partner Caritas 
in Amman, 

Jordan. (MCC 
photo/Matthew 

Sawatzky) 

https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/serve/volunteer/ivep/newsletters

