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Indigenous Neighbours
Education is an important theme in the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission’s (TRC) final report and Calls to 
Action. To build a new future between Indigenous and non- 
Indigenous peoples, we must understand more fully and 
learn from our past. MCC is responding to this need 
for education by promoting and facilitating the Blanket 
Exercise, an experiential learning tool in which participants 
take on the role of Indigenous peoples in Canada. Rebekah 
Sears, a staff person in the MCC Ottawa Office, saw the 
connection between education and reconciliation after she 
participated in the Blanket Exercise. She said, “I’m . . . 
grateful for the chance to visit the familiar while continuing 
to gain a new and deeper understanding of the history of 
my country. I hope and pray we can keep this conversation 
going and see real change—all across this amazing land.” 
Please contact your nearest MCC office if you’d like to bring 
the Blanket Exercise to your congregation.

Restorative Justice
MCC’s restorative justice programs help individuals and churches find 
healthy ways to deal with harm and conflict, as well as respond to and 
prevent violence and sexual abuse. We also support healing processes 
through biblical reflection. Some of our restorative justice programs 
include: support for families and churches dealing with pornography, 
sexual abuse and domestic violence; Circles of Support and Account-
ability (where volunteers meet with individuals with sexual offending 
histories, helping them transition back into communities); prison visi-
tation and reintegration initiatives; publishing books and resources. 

Advocacy corner 
The Ottawa Office is MCC’s voice to the 
Canadian government, advocating for policies 
that support our work of relief, development and 
peacebuilding. We also inform Canadians about 
political issues and how they can get involved. 
This year, MCC joined with Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank in a major advocacy campaign called 
Good Soil to call on Canada to increase its aid 
to smallholder farmers. We also continued our 
work on mining justice, helping shed light on how 
the practices of Canadian mining companies 
negatively impact the lives of communities where 
MCC works. 

CoSA (Circles of Support and Accountability) A guide for newcomers
Research has shown that sexual offenders 
who participate in a Circle of Support and 
Accountability are 80 per cent less likely 
to re-offend than those who don’t — lead-
ing to fewer victims and safer communi-
ties. CoSA started as a single circle in a 
Mennonite church in Hamilton, Ontario 
in 1994. It now supports hundreds of 
released offenders at 17 sites across the 
country, many of which are operated or 

funded by MCC. MCC is also support-
ing the development of CoSA Canada, 
a new association strengthening CoSA 
programs by giving them a national voice 
and seeking funding opportunities. As a 
supporter of the very first CoSA circles, 
MCC remains committed to this import-
ant and transformational expression of 
God’s unconditional love.

A former core 
member of an 
MCC-supported 
Circle of Support 
and Accountability 
program run by the 
Moncton Community 
Chaplaincy relaxes 
inside. He wishes to 
remain anonymous 
so he can reintegrate 
into society without 
the stigma related 
to sexual offenders. 
(MCC photo/Shane 
Yuhas)

Highlights
Ran 21 projects related to 
Indigenous land rights, healing and 
education and global Indigenous 
connections.

Advocated for MCC’s adoption 
and implementation of the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples, dismantling 
of the Doctrine of Discovery, and 
response to other relevant Truth 
and Reconciliation Calls to Action.

Established a new CoSA site 
in Happy Valley-Goose Bay, 
Newfoundland and Labrador, 
trained volunteers, and provided 
ongoing support to a CoSA core 
member moving toward successful 
integration.

Saw 44 per cent of MCC's 
restorative justice projects in 
Canada report sustainable 
funding.

Hundreds of people particpated in a mass Blanket Exercise on the steps of Parliament 
Hill, lead by KAIROS including members of First Nations communities, faith communi-
ties, MCC staff and others. (MCC photo/Alison Ralph)

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
OF MANITOBA

a guide for newcomers
A resource guide compiled by AnikA reynAr And Zoe mAtties 

for mennonite centrAl committee mAnitobA

This resource from 
MCC Manitoba 
provides new-
comers—and all 
Manitobans—with an 
introduction to the 
cultures and histories 
of the Indigenous 
peoples of Manitoba. 
Available for free at:  
mcccanada.
ca/media/
resources/4186
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