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Taking the leap of faith
Thrift conference 2016

In April 2016, 220 MCC Thrift Shop 
managers and board members from 
Canada and the United States gath-
ered in Niagara Falls, Ontario, for their 
binational conference. The theme was 

“Taking the Leap of Faith through Invest-
ment and Action.” Three days were spent 
sharing information, learning together, 
visiting shops, planning for the future 
and hearing stories of the impact the 
daily work of Thrift Shops have at home 
and around the world. Attendees were 
challenged to tell the good news stories of 
their Thrift Shops and the work of MCC 
in a clearer and more open manner. They 
were encouraged to plan for the future to 
ensure that the legacy of Thrift volunteers 
continue and that shops remain viable 

in a rapidly changing retail environment. 
Reminders were given that volunteers are 
the heart and soul of Thrift work and that 
they are the reason growing shops con-
tinue to thrive. 

MCC ended the conference by saying 
thank you and celebrating more than 
10,000 volunteers, over 300 managers 
and the more than 100 boards and com-
mittees that give so much of themselves 
to this work. While Thrift Shops con-
tributed over $20 million to the work of 
MCC in this past fiscal year, there is so 
much more to celebrate! Thank you to 
the volunteers, donors and shoppers of 
MCC Thrift Shops. The mission work of 
MCC would not be possible without you!

MCC has 50 Thrift Shops across Canada.

Through the generous support of volunteers, 
donors and shoppers, Thrift provided over 
$20 million toward MCC’s mission last year.

Thank you!

Where every 
purchase is a gift  
to the world

$1 MUG helps provide supplies for a school 
kit for a child in Zimbabwe

$2 TOY TRUCK helps provide supplies for a 
relief kit for Ukraine

$4 TABLECLOTH supplies a farmer in 
Burkina Faso with 10 moringa plants

$5 SHIRT provides a hygiene kit for a 
refugee in Jordan

$13 LAMP provides a widow in Kenya with 
animal husbandry training

$15 TOASTER provides training for a 
farmer in Cambodia to raise chickens

$17 SET OF DISHES provides cooking 
utensils for a displaced family in Nepal

$20 BLANKET provides spade, pick axe 
and hoe for a farmer in Ethiopia

$20 END TABLE provides vegetable seeds 
for one kitchen garden in Iraq

$30 ROCKING CHAIR provides nutrition 
support for children affected by HIV  
and AIDS
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Thrift Shops

IVEP* profile 
Abhishek Samuel 
from India served as a 
management support 
worker at the Christian 
Benefit Thrift Shop in 
St. Catharines, Ont. 
What are some dif-
ferences he noticed 

between Canada and India? Apart from 
snow and pumpkin carving, Abhishek found 
the thrift shop concept quite innovative: “I 
find good, used and sometimes never used 
things, which is missing in India.”

Working for a greater purpose

“I just love it.” These are words Mark Jantzen 
uses to describe his role at the MCC Calgary 
Thrift Shop, where he works as the Furniture 
Coordinator. This newly-created position has 
been ideal for Jantzen, who had been looking 
to semi-retire from his banking job to find more 
meaningful work. 

 
 

Every day is a bit different for 
Jantzen, who helps manage 
approximately 25 volunteers in 
the furniture department. They 
travel in the Thrift Shop van 
to do furniture pickups twice a 
week, with about five stops each 
time. Jantzen also helps maintain 
consistency in the pricing and 
advertising of the furniture.

The Calgary Thrift Shop is a great outreach 
for Jantzen and the other volunteers. They are 
able to connect with the local community and 
get to know the shoppers.

Jantzen has led a very interesting life. For-
merly, he served as pastor at Dalhousie Com-
munity Church (Mennonite Brethren) in 
Calgary for 17 years. After that, he made a 
career change and travelled to China to teach 
English for a year. Upon his return, he worked 
in banking. Jantzen has also been a board mem-

ber for the Calgary Thrift Shop and therefore 
has a long connection with the shop. The Cal-
gary Thrift Shop underwent renovations this 
year and re-opened in August 2016. This shop 
regularly donates over $650,000 to support the 
ministry of MCC.

What is his inspiration? “It’s the people,” 
Jantzen says. “The staff and volunteers, the 
people coming in each day to shop, are amazing. 
It’s working for a greater purpose, for God’s 
kingdom.”

http://thrift.mcc.org
https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/serve/volunteer/ivep/newsletters

