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You can give the gift of hope

Angela, a widowed mother living in 
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, 
has faced more than her share of 
adversity in life. 

Without her husband, who died from 
malaria, Angela has been left to feed her 
family of six on her own. 

Angela’s family lives in the Mubimbi camp 
for displaced persons, which is teeming with 
families who have suffered from the violent 
conflicts that have raged since the 1990s.

This devastating conflict has destroyed the 
livelihoods of innocent people, left families in a 
state of poverty and hunger, uprooted entire 
communities, and stripped the country of its 
natural resources.

The generosity of MCC's Grow Hope supporters 
has given Angela new hope in these harrowing 
circumstances. Through these gifts, families like 
Angela’s recently received emergency food 
rations, such as beans, corn flour, oil and salt.

Story continues inside...
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Have questions or want to learn more about 
Grow Hope? Contact Katie at 204.261.6381 

or KatieBergman@mccmb.ca.

Update from the field

We are pleased to announce that all six of our 
Grow Hope farmers from last year are back for 
another season. All six farmers are eager to start 
growing another crop sponsored by supporters 
like you. This year, crops will include soy beans, 
canola and wheat in the mix, with final crop 
selections to be made in the next week or two. 

Fortunately, crop farming lends itself well 
to social distancing, so our farmers are 
not expecting significant interruptions to their 
season due to COVID-19. 

The more concerning challenge is weather. The 
incredibly wet conditions of last fall are still being 
felt this spring. In western Manitoba, there are 
thousands of acres of unharvested canola that will 
have to be combined before spring seeding can 
start. Most of this canola will produce very little, 
if any yield, but must be combined in order for 
the farmer to collect on crop insurance.  

All of our Grow Hope corn acres sponsored for 
last season were harvested only after the ground 
was frozen, mostly in late November 

to December. Both yields and price ultimately 
ended up being around “low average” for the 
year. Wheat and canola acres that were harvested 
earlier did quite well for both yield and price, so 
we were pleasantly surprised by the fruitfulness 
of last year overall. 

Currently, our farmers are waiting for the 
waterlogged fields to dry out and the soil to warm 
up so spring seeding can start. This 
is likely to take place later this year than last, 
especially now with the COVID-19 restrictions 
making it more complicated to get all the seeding 
inputs, such as seed, fertilizer, chemicals, and 
diesel fuel, etc. Nevertheless, our Grow Hope 
farmers are optimistic they will be ready when 
the ground is.

We’re looking forward to sending you some 
seeding photos in our next newsletter, along with 
further updates to the acres you have generously 
sponsored. 

Ed Barkman 
Grow Hope Ambassador 
MCC Manitoba



Story continued from cover...

Through MCC’s account at the Foodgrains Bank, 
fields have been rented and purchased so that 
Angela and others living in the Mubimbi camp 
can plant their own gardens and grow food 
together in the communal fields. 

Angela is proud that she can now feed her family 
through the food she has grown in her field and 
for the additional income she is earning from 
working in other people’s fields. She is grateful 
for the emergency food rations provided by Grow 
Hope supporters, which is sustaining her family 
between harvests.

You can help to feed families like 
Angela’s by joining Grow Hope. Find 
out more at mccmb.ca/GrowHope or 
call us at 1.204.261.6381.

A note from Darryl Loewen
Our Grow Hope season this year feels different 
from last year. Our world has changed 
drastically during this pandemic and we are all 
finding new ways to cope. Unfortunately, those 
facing hunger before COVID-19 have been hit 
the hardest and are even more vulnerable now. 

What hasn’t changed during these uncertain 
times is MCC’s commitment to care for our 
brothers and sisters around the world who 
are facing food insecurity and poverty. This 
is as much our mission now as it was 100 years 
ago when MCC was first formed. 

You help make this work possible. For $300, 
you can sponsor an acre (or split one with your 
family or friends) to provide the seeds and 
inputs for a Manitoban farmer to grow a crop. 
The funds from your acre help people like 
Angela in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
feed her family of six and grow her own food.

By joining Grow Hope, your support provides 
more than emergency food assistance and 
long-term food security. You are giving the gift 
of dignity and life.

Thank you for past support of Grow Hope. 
Now more than ever, your support is vital in 
changing lives around the world, especially 
during these uncertain times.

With my deepest gratitude,

MCC’s response to COVID-19

Around the world, MCC is well-positioned 
through its ongoing water, sanitation and 
hygiene, health and food programs to address 
the threats of COVID-19 by:

• Sustaining essential health services
serving displaced and vulnerable peoples
during the pandemic. MCC supports
neglected health services in vulnerable
places, such as a primary care clinic
serving displaced people in DR Congo,
mental health services in Afghanistan, and
community-based maternal and child
health workers in Somalia.

• Expanding health promotion and disease
prevention programming that can slow
the spread of COVID-19. This includes
providing hygiene kits, health education to
encourage handwashing, and helping
people access soap, clean water, cleaning
products and improved sanitation to keep
their families healthy.

• Ensuring  all MCC programs are doing
what they can to minimize risk and
follow the latest public health guidance.

You can find out more at mcccanada.ca/
covid-19-updates. 

Darryl Loewen
Executive Director
MCC Manitoba




