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Project: Making Waves‐ Understanding Indigenous Right to Clean Water  

In 2015,  MCC Ontario con nued to work with First Na ons communi es throughout Ontario to address the fact 
that  communi es in Ontario’s far north con nue to be restricted by water that is not fit to drink. On July 14, 
2011 the federal government commissioned the “Na onal Assessment of First Na ons Water and 
Wastewater Systems: Na onal Regional Roll‐up Report”. Looking specifically at Ontario sta s cs, it was 
found that 45% of First Na ons  in the province are at a high risk for water insecurity.  Water quality in First 
Na ons is an issue of concern for MCC Ontario, and an interac ve map that highlights community narra ves 
has been developed as a resource to shed further light on the appalling state of water potability and access 
in First Na ons in Ontario.  

Helping Clean Water Flow into the 
Homes in Pikangikum First Na on 

Pikangikum First Na on is an insolated fly‐in 
community of 3,000 members living in 450 
homes. Mennonite Central Commi ee in 
partnership with the Assembly of First 
Na on and Pikangikum First Na on are 
working to address the need of the 1,000 
children in the community who do not have 
clean water or sewage systems in their 
homes. When you contribute to this 
project—which will see homes retrofi ed 
next spring— you are doing reconcilia on 
by providing our neighbours with the basic 
human right to clean, available water. 

Shawn Atleo, former Grand Chief of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) accessing 
water at one of the Pikangikum water holding tanks. (MCC Ontario Photo, 2015) 
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Water Quality Map 

The water quality map documents the status of the 
water in 134 First Na ons. In addi on to the map, this 
summer saw the finish of the Water Map Addendum, 
that documents the research process and what was 
learned as part of this  important work. 


