
A Holistic, Inclusive and Brave Agenda for Peace 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) is a worldwide ministry of Mennonite and Anabaptist 

churches that works to share God’s love and compassion for all in the name of Christ by responding 

to basic human needs and working for peace and justice. MCC’s tagline – relief, development and 

peace in the name of Christ – speaks to the kinds of projects we support around the world. 

Beginning in 1920, MCC has supported the work of local partners, faith communities and civil 

society organizations for over 100 years. Currently MCC programming exists in over 45 countries, 

including throughout the Americas, Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Europe. 

Peace is a central and defining area of focus for MCC. Peace is the goal of our work, a lens we bring 

to our work, and a set of practices we use to carry out our work. For MCC, peace is more than a 

wish; it is our work. 

We are pleased to submit our ideas for the UN New Agenda for Peace. They are centred around 

three main themes:  

A Peace that is Holistic: The Triple Nexus and Peacebuilding Responses  

A peace that is holistic breaks down and works across silos to meet complex and diverse needs. 

This includes bringing a peace lens into other interventions, such as humanitarian and development 

projects, and channeling the work of nonviolent peacebuilding to address the root causes of 

complex global crises and conflict. UN agencies cover a wide variety of areas and needs, including 

populations facing hunger, poverty humanitarian crises, human rights abuses, forced displacement, 

and violent conflict, among others.  Nonviolent peacebuilding responses, carried out through 

activities such as victim-offender mediation, dialogue spaces, conflict transformation, and 

reconciliation process, among others, are key tools to apply when working to prevent conflict and 

support addressing the root causes of conflict.  

According to the UNHCR, there are over 82 million people currently forcefully displaced, and 

according to the World Bank and OECD 90% of humanitarian support is directed at regions with 

protracted conflict. Both estimate that by 2030, 80% of the world's poorest will live in fragile and 

conflict-affected states (FCAS). A key opportunity and framework for peacebuilding to address 

these challenges is the humanitarian, development and peace nexus, or the triple nexus.  

In recent years there have been more efforts to pair humanitarian and development responses – the 

double nexus - recognizing the need to meet urgent and immediate needs while seeing a place for 

long-term sustainable engagement. However, in situations of protracted conflict and in FCAS, a 

better understanding of the drivers of conflict that may cause crises and the integration of a 

peacebuilding approach into humanitarian and development responses is critical. Evidence-based 

peacebuilding responses are essential for facing today’s key global challenges and root causes of 
crises and conflict, from climate change to forced displacement to addressing corporate 

https://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/overview#1
https://legalinstruments.oecd.org/public/doc/643/643.en.pdf


accountability. Integrating peacebuilding into humanitarian and development projects supports 

working ON conflict while also working IN conflict-affected contexts. 

A conflict-sensitive approach to humanitarian, development, and peace projects is essential to 

ensure that organizations understand the dynamics of the contexts in which they are operating, 

how their interventions interact with those dynamics, and how to maximize positive impacts while 

avoiding negative impacts. Peacebuilding efforts are designed to understand and respond to the 

local social, political, and economic context to build or support sustainable peace. 

Though many government and multilateral agencies like the UN are beginning to incorporate more 

of this triple nexus approach, integrating aid is far from a new concept for organizations responding 

at a local and community level. Most of these organizations would not use terminology like the 

triple nexus but already practice integrated approaches that respond to diverse and overlapping 

humanitarian, development, and peace needs. Local organizations are well-placed to respond to 

local needs through a deep understanding of the context. A focus on the Triple Nexus, therefore, fits 

well into efforts to support more localization of aid. 

MCC’s work in DR Congo is an excellent example of this. The communities of North Kivu struggle 

with food security and forced displacement, often as a result of conflict.  Internally displaced people 

(IDPs) settle either in IDP camps close to other communities or directly within host communities. 

Both IDPs and host communities require food security and nutrition support. 

In a project supported by an MCC partner, several local church organizations initiated a kitchen 

garden program, along with the delivery of staple foods (maize, beans, oil), participants have access 

to basic food security, as well as a diversity of healthy foods, essential for well-rounded health. 

However, to mitigate conflict and promote social cohesion between the IDP and local communities, 

the project brought both sets of communities together. They worked in the fields together, and both 

benefited from the produce. This approach applied conflict sensitivity and the Do No Harm 

principle while supporting food security and bringing different groups together to build 

relationships and reduce tensions. See more here. 

A Peace that is Inclusive: Bringing the Voices of Local Communities and Most Vulnerable to 

the Table  

A peace that is inclusive recognizes that, without diverse voices at the table and good dialogue 

practices, sustainable peace will not be possible. It recognizes the role diversity has in addressing 

complex root causes of conflict. The UN plays a key role when it comes to international 

peacebuilding, bringing significant expertise around global trends and the ability to work alongside 

and bring governments together to promote and encourage peaceful processes. It is equally 

important, however, to include seats at the UN table for local experts and participants that 

represent a variety of voices and perspectives, including community and faith-based leaders. It is 

particularly important to include marginalized groups and those who have suffered directly from 

the impacts of conflict.  

As with the triple nexus case study above, institutional support from governments and agencies like 

the UN is often necessary to support locally-led programming, in terms of access to funding, locally 

sensitive designed programming and implementation.  However, such support is also key for 

analyzing the wider picture and global thematic expertise, especially in decision-making spaces. 

The UN and other multilateral agencies can share examples of what is working and what is not 

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/congo-chased-home-feeding-our-families


working in one local context with members of another community and build bridges between the 

two. The UN can also bring those currently directly working to respond to conflict and the needs 

generated by conflict at a local level to a broader dialogue table to co-create ways of responding 

that meet local needs based on local expertise.   

In the case of the conflict in Ukraine, local MCC church partners are doing their best to provide 

essential support for people who were struggling even before the conflict broke out. Churches are 

sharing contact information of people who are elderly, disabled or sick and those who normally are 
unable to leave their homes. That sharing of information means vulnerable people can receive 

resources they wouldn’t be able to get themselves while their city is experiencing violence. 

Churches have been hubs for supply distribution, and they also serve as places of comfort during 

times of trauma and stress. These local churches and agencies play, and will play, a key role in the 

future of Ukraine and their perspectives are valuable now and into the future.  

Correctional facilities in Zambia and their inmates are experiencing conflicts and violence both 

within the prison setting and after their release. A pilot project supported by MCC seeks to set up a 

Restorative Justice and Peacebuilding Unit for 3,000 inmates in seven prisons to address these 

problems and includes training for prison officers and inmates in peacebuilding using a peace club 

model. One unique factor in bringing together these officers was that each of them was selected for 

this special training not by their superiors, but by inmates. This model encourages learning and 

dialogue together by those directly impacted by violence as a way to build a culture of peace 

throughout Zambia.  

A Peace that is Brave and Creative: Flexibility, Experimentation and Seeking Peace for the 

Long Run 

A peace that is brave and creative is a peace that thinks outside of the box, takes risks, and is 

flexible. As seen above, peace often requires unlikely or diverse groups to come together to 

collaborate and dialogue across difference to address challenges. This often results in creative and 

innovate ways of working that require learning and reflection. This is especially important to 

consider when it comes to funding solutions that are sustainable and fit with the complex nature of 

creative peace work. Most projects that are attempting to address long-standing conflict won’t get it 

right on the first go; support for peace must include paying attention to initiatives that are 

attempting to work within a long view (often unstructured and unconventional), that includes 

space for reflection, analysis, and adaptation, and that works across systems and power differences 

with unlikely actors. Consider that learning is a form of authentic accountability. Invest more 

funding directly for local communities engaging in this work.  

The UN can play a significant role in setting up and managing global funds that allow for flexible 
funding for grassroots communities that allow local partners to take risks and experiment to find 

the solutions and practices that best support long-lasting peace. The UN also has the power to bring 

together diverse groups of partners, funders, and collaborators to seek complex solutions to 

complex problems and to learn together. 

An example in Canada is the Canadian Peacebuilding Practitioners Network (CPPN), which brings 

together government civil servants and civil society organizations that share a common goal of 

effective peacebuilding work and a commitment to a more peaceful world MCC, as the civil society 

co-chair of this network works along staff at Global Affairs Canada to create spaces where civil 

society can learn from government and vice versa on the best practices for peacebuilding. 

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/mcc-partners-ukraine-work-meet-physical-spiritual-needs
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/culture-peace
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/peace-behind-prison-bars


Brave and creative peace also takes place in Syria’s Qualmoun Valley region, an area with multiple 

communities of different faiths and backgrounds, including various sects of Islam and Christianity, 

among others. Often in the case of conflict, communities turn in on themselves and are suspicious of 

and hostile to others. However, as the conflict grew in Syria, local partner Forum for Development, 

Culture and Dialogue (FDCD) anticipated growing tensions between communities and established a 

humanitarian and food assistance project where communities from one tradition distribute 

resources to communities from other faiths or traditions and vice versa. This established trust and 

good relations between communities. 

The result: when the conflict came to the region, and one of the churches was targeted for 

destruction by armed groups, members of a nearby Muslim community came together and 

nonviolently protected the church and its members from combatants. Peacebuilding through the 

giving of aid created bonds that could last amid conflict. Although this project primarily focused on 

peace and humanitarian, through building unity across different communities, it also paved the way 

for future development, after the crisis. See more here. 

MCC thanks the United Nations for this chance to submit our ideas to the UN New Agenda for Peace 

and looks forward to continuing to work for a more peaceful and just world.  

https://mcccanada.ca/centennial/100-stories/if-you-wish-defile-church

