
You are rebuilding families in Haiti

Eliscar Joseph Osmel 
received a female 
goat and training on 
how to care for it as 
part of an MCC-
supported project in 
St-Jean-du-Sud, 
Haiti.(MCC photo/
Elizabeth Peters)
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herds are like savings accounts, giving families 
the ability to pay large costs like school fees, 
medical bills. About 86 per cent of small-scale 
farmers in St-Jean-du-Sud lost nearly all their 
goats during the hurricane. 

Realizing the importance of goat hus-bandry in 
the region, MCC partner AVOREDES (Volunteer 
Association for the Reform and Development of 
St-Jean-du-Sud) set to work

supporting small-scale farmers with supplies and training. Project participants 
learn about caring for goats as well as agroforestry, conservation agriculture 
techniques and vegetable gardening. Those who complete the training receive 
vegetable seedlings, an adult female goat and veterinary care to help them 
rebuild their livelihoods.

The project initially focused on the most vulnerable 
members of the community, but it didn’t stop 
there. AVOREDES suggested if the goats 
reproduced, participants could give one of the 
offspring back so another family who was not 
among the original participants could receive a 
goat. The decision was unanimous: all participants 
decided to share their goats. So in addition to 
building food security and improving livelihoods, 
this project has helped strengthen the bond 
between neighbours. 

Jean Ovener Morcelin, a pastor in the area, says, 
“St-Jean-du-Sud is a part of Haiti: a part where God 
has sent people to work, where development is 
happening. We want to continue developing.”

After the success of this short-term project, 
AVOREDES and MCC have planned a new  
three-year project in the area. This project is 
possible because of people like you. Thank you!

“St-Jean-du-Sud 
is a part of Haiti...
where God has sent 
people to work, 
where development 
is happening.”

Thank you for providing basic human needs and working for peace and justice 
through MCC. Whether you gave a gift in memory, supported a SALT 
participant, or donated to a specific country or project, you made a difference! 
We want you to know that your support has an impact, and we hope you are 
inspired by these stories. Each one is an example of how your gifts help 
people around the world.

In St-Jean-du-Sud, rural Haiti, goats are gifts that keep on giving. Goat 



Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ
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Tutoring program in Ethiopia
Fortuna Araya, grade nine, works on a square root problem during a lesson 
at the Kedamy Wegano Secondary School in Mekele, Ethiopia. The school’s 
tutoring centre is part of the Quality of Education project MCC supports through 
partner Anna Hofer Child and Family Support Organization. MCC partners with 
Anna Hofer in an education project, providing quality education to orphans and 
vulnerable children in northern Ethiopia.

“Anna’s House” was founded by Sister (Nurse) Berhan Haddis, an Ethiopian 
Orthodox Christian who fled the Communist Derg regime and went to Canada 
as a refugee in 1993. While working there as a nurse, she met Anna Hofer, a 
Hutterite woman who was her patient. Anna became like a mother to Berhan, 
and it is Anna’s extended family who were the initial benefactors of the 
orphanage. “Anna’s House” became an MCC partner in 2007.  
(MCC photo/Rose Shenk)

Food for thought in Ethiopia
Preschoolers around the world share many things in common, including a love 
of snacks and playing games with friends. Four-year-old Amen Mekash from 
Adama, Ethiopia, is no exception. Thanks to MCC supporters like you, Amen is 
able to attend a preschool run by MCC partner Remember the Poorest 
Community (RPC) and enjoy nutritious meals each day at school with his 
classmates. 

Amen lives with his 70-year-old grandfather, Mr. Mekash, who is very thankful 
for all the support given by the school. “Educational fees, school materials and 
food support are the most expensive things I cannot afford,” says Mr. Mekash. 
“Providing food is one of my serious challenges, so it’s a huge support for me 
and for so many other parents who are challenged to send their children to 
preschool.” 

At first Amen would only drink juice and was uncertain about the food provided 
by the school, but with encouragement he began to enjoy the nutritious lunches. 
His teacher is proud to report that Amen has become a very healthy and active 
student. 

The hot lunch program is one element of the RPC school’s holistic approach to 
education, which aims to care for the children’s physical and emotional needs to 
enable them to succeed academically. The principal works closely with the 
teachers to maintain the high-quality lesson plans the school is known for. 

Each month a new theme, such as hospitality or sanitation, is selected to further 
engage the children. Art, music and physical activities are used as fun and 
enriching opportunities for creativity and exploration. Thank you for your 
donation which helps children like Amen and his classmates. Because of 
support from donors they have access to holistic education and a bright future!

Students enjoy a nutritious lunch provided 
through MCC supporters. 

Teacher Medina Ibrahim and her kindergarten 
students welcome MCC visitors to their 
classroom at a school in Adama, Ethiopia. 



Oscar Rea Campos is the 
general director of Fundación 
Communidad 
y Axión, an MCC partner in El 
Alto, Bolivia. (MCC photo/
Matthew Sawatzky)

 "When they 
have questions, 
we work 

together to find 
the answers.”

teacher in 2012, showing others 
the skills she’s learned in her own 
greenhouse.

“My favourite thing is seeing the families start 
to produce their own vegetables and how 
it changes their happiness,” Victoria says. 
“When they have questions, we work together 
to find the answers.” 

Donations like yours make these kinds of 
opportunities possible. Thank you for 
joining us in working for relief, development 
and peace.

noticed my children weren’t getting sick at all. 
Before they weren’t getting the nutrients they 
needed and we didn’t have enough money for 
vegetables,” she says. 

She also discovered that her whole family 
wanted to be involved in the project. "My 
children grew up in the huerta and it’s like 
part of the family. Every person puts in  their 
part. I don’t have to ask them to open the 

 door or the windows (to let in 
the heat). I wake up in the 
morning, it’s already done,” 
Victoria explains.

She appreciates the greenhouse 
so much, Victoria started 
working full-time for FCA as an 
agricultural technician  and 

Before 2018, Victoria Mamani Sirpa had only 
ever cooked with four vegetables – carrots, 
chard, celery and onions. That soon changed 
after she and her family built a huerta, or 
greenhouse, on their property with the help 
of MCC’s partner, Fundación Communidad y 
Axión (Community and Action Foundation, 
FCA), which is working to improve access to 
nutritious food in El Alto. Because of support 
like yours FCA is able to provide materials 
for families to build greenhouses 
as well as seeds and training. 
The huertas are not just your 
average garden-variety green-
house; they have been 
specially designed for high 
altitude areas in Bolivia. A 
carefully selected yellow plastic 
roof lets the right amount of 
 sunshine through, and adobe bricks and 
plastic bottles painted black work together to 
heat and cool the interior.

Now Victoria's family consumes, in a day, the 
amount of vegetables they used to eat in a 
week. Shortly after they began harvesting 
vegetables, she noticed a big difference.

"At first I was interested in the program 
because my husband was ill and had heart 
pain. The doctor told him he needed to have 
more fresh food and vegetables,” she explains.

“We realized everything was getting better. I

Greenhouses in Bolivia

Left photo: Albertina Mamani Gutierrrez shows off the greenhouse she built. Right photo: Victoria Mamani Sirpa, in blue, an agricultural 
technician and teacher for Fundación Communidad y Axión, visits Hilda Apaza Quispe’s greenhouse in El Alto, Bolivia. (MCC photos/
Matthew Sawatzky)



Shamima Khatoon, a trained counsellor in Kamarhati, a 
suburb of Kolkata, mediates family conflicts and helps 
make local women aware of their rights. She received 
her training through Barrackpore Avenue Women’s 
Cultural & Social Welfare Society (BAWCSWS), an MCC 
partner. She has become a role model for women who 
face struggles. Her philosophy is “we shall overcome all 
trials and tribulations – together.” (MCC photo/Prakash 
Thankachan)

Thank you for spreading hope with MCC

Follow MCC on social media
Mennonite Central 
Committee - MCC

Mennonite Central Committee
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
mccmb.ca

@MCCpeace

Learn more about your impact mccmb.ca

Women helping women in India

May 2019

Santamaya Sunuwar 
poses in front of her 
household tap in Ragani 
village in Okhaldhunga 
district, Nepal. Water taps 
were provided by MCC 
partner SAHAS (Group 
of Helping Hands), and 
SAHAS’s member orga-
nization Likhu Demba 
Community Development 
Forum (LDCDF), to about 
45 households. Now the 
villagers no longer have to 
walk a long distance to get 
water for their families.

MCC has partnered with 
SAHAS to implement 
earthquake recovery proj-
ects in the northwestern 
region of Okhaldhunga 
district since 2016. (MCC 
photo/Avash Karki)

For more information 
contact us at manitoba@mccmb.ca or 
204.261.6381

www.mcccanada.ca
www.mcccanada.ca
https://www.instagram.com/mccpeace/
https://www.facebook.com/MennoniteCentralCommittee/



