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MARRIAGE
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Levels of 
Marriage in 
Reading the 
OT Laws on 
Divorce and 

Marriage

Level 1: The Legal Level 
(The prevailing laws—contract)
e.g. Women Committ Adultery

Level 2: The Moral Level
(covenant obligations)
A bi-lateral Covenant

Level 3: The Organic Level
(The “one-flesh” union in marriage)
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One-Flesh Relationships
RELATION PROSTITUTE CONCUBINE WIFE

1 Cor. 6:16 Exodus 21:10 Gen. 2:24

Union: “One body” Slave contract Companion/ covenant

Biblical 
Legality : Illegal Legal Legal

Treatment: “Flee from” Treat justly Do not sunder
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Concubines, Slaves, Servants and Wives
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Exodus 21
◦ Scripture doesn’t discuss the rights of full-wives, 

so why talk about concubines and slaves?
◦ Slaves are treated differently in Israel – Permanent 

servants are treated like a daughter (21:9)
◦ Concubine “nearly” a wife – one-flesh relationship 

with a man – Childbearing (think of Jacob)
◦We will argue from the lesser to the greater
“If for a concubine, a slave, a servant – how 
much more so for a wife”
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Exodus 21

◦Why does the text not talk about the wife…?
◦ The law regularly addresses those areas of 

behavior most open to covenantal abuse
◦ Concubines, slave and servants, as purchased 

property, are at greater risk of mistreatment than a 
wife, a role rooted in communal, familial and 
political relationships
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Exodus 21

What are the rights of women in marriage?
Exodus 21:10 
Provision - food, clothing and conjugal rights

conjugal rights are aimed at reputation

Presence   - This is a corollary
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Exodus 21
What are the rights of women in marriage?
Exodus 21:20  Prohibition of abuse of body –
slaves are freed from contractual obligations when 
their physical selves are harmed – Man cannot 
attack the well-being of a woman – if food, clothing 
and conjugal being withheld are a violation of 
covenant, then physical aggression is a much more 
grievous violation of covenant relationship.
NU 5:29/DT 22:13-21 Protection of Reputation
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Marriage and 
Divorce as 
Covenant acts 
in the Old 
Testament

◦ Since marriage is a bilateral 
covenant, the covenant is truly 
broken when one party fails to keep 
the vows.
◦ Implied in this “breaking” is that the 

moral obligation of the “innocent” 
party to keep fulfilling his or her side 
of the agreement is technically 
ended.
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Marriage and 
Divorce as 
Covenant acts 
in the Old 
Testament

◦ This “technical” ending should lead 
either to the restoration of the 
covenant (i.e., the offender renewing 
the vows and keeping them) or to the 
legal ending of the marriage contract.
◦ In the case of the wife not keeping 

her vows of monogamy, no 
restoration is permitted, and the legal 
ending of marriage occurs with the 
execution of the wife and her lover.
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Marriage and 
Divorce as 
Covenant acts 
in the Old 
Testament

◦ In the case of the husband not keeping his 
vows to provide for the minimal support of his 
wife, legal action ensues, the outcome being 
either restoration of provision or forced divorce, 
which allows the woman to contract another 
marriage. The same is true for more active 
abuse.
◦ The Law provides for the wives of hard-hearted 

husbands by allowing their husbands to 
separate from them. This provision implies that 
the husband is guilty. A husband is allowed 
morally to initiate a divorce where no adultery 
has taken place only in the case of a woman 
who is forced into the marriage and continues 
to reject his advances. 
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Marriage and 
Divorce as 
Covenant acts 
in the Old 
Testament

◦Men are permitted to remarry after 
divorce. Divorced women are 
permitted to remarry. 
◦ All marriages are to be “in the Lord,” 

in the sense of being between 
members of the confessing 
community of Israel and not between 
Israelites and heathen.
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Levels of 
Marriage 
applied to 

Ephesians 4-
5

Level 1: The Legal Level 
(The prevailing laws—contract)
e.g. Women Commit Adultery

Level 2: The Moral Level
(covenant obligations)
A bi-lateral Covenant

Level 3: The Organic Level
(The “one-flesh” union in 
marriage)
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Levels of 
Marriage 

applied to 
Ephesians 

4- 5

Level 1: The Legal 
Level 

- Husbands and Wives
- Parents and Children
- Masters and slaves
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Levels of 
Marriage 
applied to 

Ephesians 4-
5

Level 2: The Moral Level
(covenant obligations)

One Lord, One Faith, One 
Baptism

Spirit renewed thoughts 
and attitudes

Shared reverence for Christ
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DIVORCE
18



SOME TEXTS

◦Deuteronomy 24 – Spousal Protection
◦Malachi 2 – Act of Violence
◦Matthew 5,19/Mark 10 – Hard-heartedness
◦1 Corinthians 7 – New Converts from 
Roman religion 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS

◦Every divorce is a signpost marking human 
failure
◦Not every request for a divorce is an act of 
moral failure
◦Divorce is a protective mechanism that 
constrains the impact of sin (violence, 
abuse, etc.) in the context of marriage
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FORGIVENESS

21

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
◦God is the subject of almost all the 
forgiving
◦ There are almost no examples of what 
we would call interpersonal forgiveness
◦ Joseph “Forgives” his brothers
◦ Job makes offerings for his friends to be 
“forgiven”
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Consequences of Sexual 
Violence in David’s Story (2 
Samuel 11-24)

Violence
◦ David’s “Rape” of Bathsheba –

power imbalance
◦ David’s murder of Uriah – the 

violence that grows from 
sexual violence

Forgiveness
◦ Nathan Intervenes – David 

confesses (Psalm 51)
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Consequences of Sexual 
Violence in David’s Story 
(2 Samuel 11-24)
Consequences
◦ Bathsheba’s child dies 
◦ Family discord and dysfunction
◦ Amnon’s Rape of Tamara
◦ Absalom's murder of Amnon
◦ Absalom's  exile
◦ Absalom's insurrection
◦ Absalom's Rape of David's wives and Concubines
◦ Absalom's death at the hands of Joab
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FORGIVENESS

25

A Marker of Christian Identity 
◦ Forgiveness is at the heart of the Christian 
faith. 
◦ “Father, forgive them,” Jesus prayed from 
the cross. 
◦ “I believe in the forgiveness of sins,” 
Apostle’s Creed
◦And as the writer of Ephesians urges us, 
“Forgive one another as God in Christ has 
forgiven you.” 
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Terminology

◦ The Hebrew Bible 
◦ kippur (atone, cover, propitiate) 
◦ shalach (let go) 
◦ nasa’ (lift up, bear, dismiss, send 

away) 
◦ The New Testament 
◦ apoluo (let go, loose) 
◦ charizomai (be gracious)
◦ aphiemi (let go, send away, pardon)

◦ Its helpful to recognize that translation 
often buries nuance that should be 
recovered before texts get used 
“therapeutically”
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Two Additional/ 
Related Concepts

◦ Chesed (steadfast love, mercy) 
Exodus 34:6-7, Michah 6:8, Hosea 6:6
◦ Agape (love) refers (to what the 

Gospel call us to do? First receive 
forgiveness from God through Christ 
and then forgive others. “I give you a 
new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another” 
(John 13:34). 
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Misrepresentations of Jesus 
and Forgiveness
◦ Jesus Forgives the woman taken in adultery –

JN 8:1-11
◦ Jesus forgives his enemies from the cross – LK 

23:34
◦ Jesus counsels unconditional forgiveness – MT 

18:22
◦ Turning the other cheek is a synonym for 

forgive – LK 6:29 & MT 5:39
◦ Forgiveness liberates you
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Forgivingness
Ephesians 4:32 
Become towards one another compatible, 
compassionate, being magnanimous to each other, 
just as even God, in Christ, was magnanimous to 
you all. 
Colossians 3:13
... tolerating one another and forgiving one another. 
Should anyone, against someone else, have 
complaint, just as even the Lord forgave all of you, 
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The Intersection of Forgiveness, Reconciliation, and 
Justice in a Christian Theological Context

1. The primacy of the will to forgive.
2. Attending to justice is a precondition of 

reconciliation/forgiveness
3. Reconciliation/forgiveness, like all acts of grace, 

involves self-denial and risk (by forgoing the 
acknowledged requisites of justice)

4. Reconciliation/forgiveness is best received if in 
addition to repentance there is restitution

Miroslav Volf, “Forgiveness, Reconciliation, and Justice,” in Raymond G. 
Helmick, S.J. And Rodney L. Peterson, Ed’s., Forgiveness and 
Reconciliation: Religion, Public Policy, and Conflict Transformation. 
Philadelphia, Templeton Foundation Press, 2001 
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Forgiveness as a Pastoral 
Theological Process
1. Forgiveness is best understood as a complex 

(spiritual, emotional, relational, and cognitive) 
process 

2. Forgiveness intrapersonal and interpersonal. 
3. Forgiveness is neither a linear process nor a 

outcome, even if phases can be identified and 
the work of forgiveness can be completed. 
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Forgiveness as a Pastoral 
Theological Process

4. The line between authority, as we see in Jesus 
forgiving persons, and power and control, as seen in 
intimate violence, is a thin one.

5. Forgiveness has a forensic component, a therapeutic 
component, and a redemptive component. 
1. The Forensic addresses the actual transgressions. 
2. The Therapeutic speaks to healing and finding 

genuine wellness. 
3. The Redemptive combines both elements as lives 

and relationships are restored and as God’s Spirit 
renews the human spirit. 
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Forgiveness as a Pastoral 
Theological Process

6. Forgiveness asks for vigorous remembering. 
Forgiveness remembers so that a sense of wholeness 
can return. 

7. Forgiveness is gift of grace and a process of 
discovery, more so than an achievement or an 
accomplishment. 
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Forgiveness as a Pastoral 
Theological Process
8. Forgiveness is not merely a theological concept, 

but so too a human dynamic explored in much 
depth by many disciplines, such as psychology, 
sociology, anthropology, and philosophy, to 
name just a few. 
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Final Thoughts
◦ DFV is an evil which brings terrible consequences. 
◦ DFV should be on the ‘radar’ of pastoral care in our churches.
◦ Preaching and teaching should deal with DFV from time to 

time, both incidentally and with specific preaching and 
seminars.
◦ DFV is almost always messy and confusing, we need to pray for 

wisdom and live with ambiguity.
◦ Moving the chains on DFV will be strengthened with a clear 

theology of marriage and family, humanity and sin, 
forgiveness. The Bible read faithfully and intelligently provides 
resources to help this happen
◦ Christ offers the restoration and hope which victims and 

perpetrators need. But this is the hope that animates the 
process, it is not a substitute for the process.
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