
 

 

 
 Relief, development and peace in the name of Christ 

THE PRIVATE SPONSORSHIP OF REFUGEES PROGRAMME AND 
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

 
“I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” – Matthew 25:35 
 
The Private Sponsorship of Refugees Program is a partnership program administered by Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada (CIC) and the people of Canada to extend Canada’s capacity to resettle refugees from 
abroad.  
 
Mennonite Central Committee is a sponsorship agreement holder; it has signed an agreement with the Minister of 
Citizenship and Immigration which allows it to approve churches and groups to sponsor refugees under its 
agreement. MCC and the sponsoring group work closely together in initiating the refugee sponsorship process 
and in preparing to assist refugees, who arrive through this process, to settle in Canada.  
 
What are the responsibilities of a sponsoring group? 
 
The sponsoring group must: 
 

 Complete a settlement plan outlining the settlement arrangements put in place for the sponsored 
refugees, such as finding suitable housing for them, and helping them to learn an official language, get a 
job, make friends, and learn about our Canadian culture and values, and about services in the 
community; and 

 
 Make provision for reception, care, lodging and settlement assistance and support for the sponsored 

refugees for the duration of the sponsorship period which is 12 months from the date of arrival of the 
refugee or until the refugee becomes self-supporting and no longer requires settlement assistance, 
whichever is less. 

 
Private sponsors support the sponsored refugees by: 
 

o Providing the cost of food, rent, public transportation and household utilities and other day-to-day 
living expenses 

o Providing clothing, furniture and other household goods 
o Locating interpreters 
o Selecting a family physician and dentist 
o Assisting with applying for provincial health-care coverage and the Interim Federal Health 

Program 
o Enrolling children in school and adults in language training 
o Introducing newcomers to people with similar personal interests 
o Providing orientation with regard to banking services, transportation, etc. 
o Helping in the search for employment. 
 

 Physically reside in the expected community of settlement. 
 
For more information, contact Moses Moini at Mennonite Central Committee: 905-646-3161, 
mosesm@mennonitecc.on.ca.  
 
To find out more about the MCC Ontario sponsorship program and to sponsor a refugee, visit us at 
http://ontario.mcc.org or contact the MCCO Refugee Program Coordinator. 
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THE COST OF SPONSORSHIP  

Although the cost of living varies from one region to another, the following table can assist the sponsoring group 
in estimating the cost involved in sponsoring a refugee family for 12 months. The required financial resources 
indicated in the Sponsorship Cost Table are roughly equivalent to local social assistance rate figures. 

Family Size 
12 Months of Income 

Support 
Startup Costs 

Estimated Annual Settlement 
Cost ($) 

1 $9,800 $2,800 $12,600 

2 $16,800 $4,400 
 

$21,200 

3 
 

$17,700 
$5,300 $23,000 

4 $20,000 $7,000 $27,000 

5 $22,500 $7,200 $29,700 

6 $24,500 $8,000 $32,500 

Additional member $1,500 $1,000 $2,500 

Income Support can vary depending on ages of various dependents which play a role in determining monthly 
income support for shelter, food, transportation and incidentals.  

Start-up costs include: one-time payment for household items, furniture, linens, food staples, clothing & winter 
clothing, deposit for utilities, phone installation and first month’s rent. These are approximate rates only and 
should be used as a guideline. Contact your local Citizenship and Immigration Centre (CIC) should you be 
interested in your local Resettlement Assistance Program (RAP) income support rates which are in line with local 
social assistance rates. 

Several factors may reduce the amount of financial support that the sponsoring group must provide. Examples of 
these factors may include: in-kind donations and financial resources the sponsored refugee brings to Canada 


